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DEAR STR/MADAN

The following thrse (3) fax pages contain a proposal motivation on a Sin,glo

Hlnistry for children in South Africa.

These proposals were forwmulated by our Standing Committee on Child and

Family Welfare under the Chairwmanship of Mrs V. Estevao.

Yoursg faithfully
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JUREAN AND KATAL

SUBMLSSION FOR(GROUP 2} CODESA

FROM: THE REGIONAL WELFARE BOARD: DURBAN AND NATAL

We propose that the principle of a Sirgle Minigtry tor children should he en-

shrined in the new Constitution.

To achiewe this geal the prianciple shouly he addressea in the Negotiating Process
Ier p new Constitution. This is considered to he relevant to the Arief of Working

Group 2 of CODESA.

thare are marv key igsueés and prohlems relating to childrern which can be addressed

by a Ministry which exciusively deals with childrsen and whichk s hased on democratic
principles.

A rift has cdeveloped over time hetween ''“he have's and have not's" rkased on political
ideology and strategy in South Africa. Poverry has hecome rampant and cannct he
atstracred from the hroader political economv in the country.

There are communities which are severely uncerideveloped with respacr 1o Housing,
economic opportunitlies, educational and social facilities.

The resicential environment ol various rownehips are in ganeral not vianle.

inter alia, pronlems have hean identitied as:

= Leck or housing or housinug which does not meet health and decerncv standards -

hoth seen as a major prohlam. Tnere is 2n increase in informal satrlements.

- Lack of day care and communitv facilities.

- High incidence of children born out ot wedlock.

- Family and community violance, political unrest.

- Alconeligm ano drug ahbuse.
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= School erop-outs, illiterscv, poor educaticnal facilities.

= 'lnemployment which is rife, low subsistence levels, poverty and pocr

economic developrent, nignh infection rate, migratory lahour.

- Backlog in Health and Welfare Services, ideology regardiag funcing -

‘residual model) and fragmented structuraes.

- Disorganisation of family life, niph divorce rate and high numher of
children involved in divorces, second and “"se~ial marriages”, child
abuse ‘sexual and physical ahuse, abandonment, emotional and physical

neglect) altered Tamily roles, street children.

- Lack nf electrigity and watar, lack of rural development.

- Peychological prehlems: MRS M.J. VISSER (H.5.R.C.!' who undertook
Ragearch invelving 1700, 10 and 11 ysar olds found that about 33% o1
"White", "Asian" and "Coloured" Frimary School children show symptoms
of depression while saven (7) percent have suicide tendencies.

Mrs Visser states that "urbanisation', family disintegration, the
negative situation in the ecountry, poverty and child ahuse contrihute
to psvchological prohlems among young children. We are sura that
research which weuld include all ¢communities would reveal alarming
findings, especially as political unrest in the townships must have a

Packlash on the holistic well-heing of cnildren.

So far the needs and rights of children have heen relegated to a lower level.
Tnere are far~ too many structures responsible for holistic care for children
and these have not neen democratically constituted. For example, there has
haen racial fraumentation ct Welfare Services as a rasult of State Policy.
There exists a wasteful duplication of services with a hasic inequality

in the allocation of funds and services provided along racial lines. The

discriminatory laws have dictated that children do nct have egual rights.

The disparitiess have crearer many constraints to the development ana func-
tioning of childran and have c¢reated environmants which are stressful to
them. The prevision cf services and funding to remedy this will he of

enormeus extent and massive Intensity.
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lInless a Single Ministrv 18 responsikle Tor services, Funding, Research ano
Co-ordination of these ragarding children, their holistic care will no* he

enhanced.

W2 must he efficient, effective and demccratic in caring for our c¢hildren,

"Humanity waixs in the faotprinte of chilcren”.
in conclusicn, children's rights nust he a Natimal Tssue.

Future politics should he alligned to the lInited Nationa' Convention of the

Rights of Children.

Of note is that a Special Campaign for Children's Rights is taking place
thiz year. Tt is justifiably exprassec tnat "Children's Rights are the
concern of all South Africans”, and that children should he placed on the

"Mational Agenda”.

We express our appreciation to CODESA: Working Group 2 considering this

Submission.
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