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sir

SUBMISSICN TO CODESA WORKING GROUPS

We the undersigned directors of the two national libraries
racognized in terms of the National Libraries Act, 1985, wish to
bring to your attention the important rola played in the
development of South Africa by libraries in general and by the

national libraries in particular, and wish to place at the
disposal of CODESA the considerable resources and facilities of
our libraries.

We therefors respectfully submit for the attention of the
relevant Working Groups the attached memoranda in which these
matters are dealt with more fully.

Yours faithfully

Qs

P J Lor P E Westra
Director: State Library Director: South African Library
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MEMORANDUM TO CODESA WORKING GROUP NO. 1

FIRST ASSIGNMENT: CREATION OF A CLIMATE FOR FREE POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION '

South Africa has more than 1000 public libraries, public library
depots, community libraries and resource cantres that are open
to all citizens. Together they constitute a unique resource that
can be mobilized in support of ccnstitutional reform and long
term national development.

Public libraries have an important role to play in promoting
mutual understanding and tolerance between various groups in our

country. They are required to be politically neutral. They can
provide a balanced range of informational materials that enable
citigens to inform themselves and arrive at reasoned decisions.
They contain educational materials that enable citizens to
improve their standards of literacy and acquire knowledge and
skills that can be applied in the development of their
communities.

There are also othar types of libraries, such as school, college,
university and specialized research libraries, which are not open

to the general public, but which constitute an invaluable
resource for national development.

Two libraries are recognized as national libraries in terms of
the National Libraries Act, 1585, They are the south African
Library, Cape Town, and the State Library, Pretoria. These two
libraries hold comprehensive collections of materials relating
to South and southern Africa as well as paterials in other fields
of knowledge. They are open to all and are usaed by researchers,
scholars and citizens throughout South Africa and abroad. The
national libraries provide support services in respect of the
national bookstock, bibliographic (book finding) tools, resource
sharing and the preservation . ef ouwr national 1literary and
scholarly heritage to all libraries in South Africa. By means of
these natianal support services the national libraries enable
other libraries to fulfil the tasks outlined above.

We recommend that, in striving to create a climate for free
political participation, CODESX should harness the existing
public library infrastructure. We can provide CODESA with
statistical and directory information for this purpose and we are
available for consultation on this matter.

P J Lor, Director, The Stats Library, P O Box 397, Pretoris, 0001
P B_H.ltrg, Director, South African Library, P O Box 496, Cape
Town, 8000.
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MEMORANDUM TO CODESA HORXING GROUP NO. 2 - i
PIRST ASSIGNMENT: GENERAL CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES

South Africa has more than 1000 public libraries, public library
depots, community libraries and resource centres, that are open
to all citizens. Together they constitute a unigue resource that
can be mobilized in support of constituticnal raform and long
term national development.

Public 1ibr$ries have an important role to play in promoting
mutual undexstanding and tolarance between various groups in our

country. They are required to be politically neutral. They can
provide a balanced range of informational materials that enable

citizens to/inform themselves and arrive at reasoned decisions.
They contain educational materials that enable citizens to
improve their standards of literacy and acquire knowledge and
skilla that can be applied in the development of their
communities,

Thers are aﬁso other types of libraries, such as school, college,
university and spécialized research libraries, which are not open

to the general public, but which constitute an invaluable
resource for national developzent.

Two libraries are recognized as national libraries in terms of

the National Libraries Act, 1985. They are the South African
Library, Cape Town, and the State Library, Pretoria. These two
lipraries heold valuable collections of materials relating to
south and southern Africa as well as materials in other fields

of knowledge. They are open to &ll and are used by researchers,
scholars citizens throughout South Africa and abroad. The
national libraries provide support services in respact of the
national bookstock, bibliographic (book finding) tools, rasource
sharing and the preservation of ouwr national literary and
gcholarly heritage to all libraries in South Africa. By means of
these naticnal support services the national libraries enable
other libraries to fulfil the tasks ocutlined above.

We recommend that, in formulating general constitutional
principles, CODESA takes into account the valuable role that
librarTeu n play in the development of a democratic,
nulciracinl%and prosperous South Africa. Thae following general

prineiples phould be embodied in the naw Constitution or should
not be contradicted by any of i provisions:

1. nvery!Soutn African has a right of access to information
needed for informed participation in the political process, tor
purposes of formal, nonformal and informal education, and for
social, cultural and econcmic development.

2.  Every South African has a right of access to publications
and other information materiale produced by the State or by
-tatc-rundﬁd agencies for the purposes listed in recommendation
1 . !

|
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3. Every South African has a right of ratis access to
information naterials, producte and servicss that are
produced or nade available by agencies Iully runded from tax
revenues.

4. Every South African has a right of access at raasonable cost
to at least the basic contents of information materials, products

and services that are produced or made available by agencies
partially funded from tax revenues.

5. All publicly funded agencigs for the collection and
digsemination of information {ineluding public libraries) should
be open to all regardless of ethnic origins, language, beliefs,
age or gender. '

6. All publicly funded agencisa for the collection and
disseminaticn of information (including public libraries) should
be politically neutral.

7. Democratically selected rsgrasentativas of the relevant
constituencies and comnunities should participate ir formulating
policies for all Tublioly funded agancies for the collection and
dissemination of information {(including public libraries). These
represantatives should participate in the managexent of such
agencies, with dus regard for the knowledge and skills of the
professional personnel employed to manage and operate thenm.

8. Provision should be mada at all levels of government (for
example, central, regional and minicipal levels) for the funding,
naintenance and development of the types of libraries and
inforzation services that are appropriate to each level. The
funding of certain types of libraries requires a partnership
relation batween authorities at more than one level of
government. For example, public 'or community libraries should be
funded by authorities at the municipal and regional lavels.
Ccertain libraries that render {services at the national lavel
should be funded and controlled by the central government.

This applies in particular to the national librarieas recognized
in terms of the National Libraries Act, 1985. Furthermore,
central government funding will be required for the elimination

of inequalities in the provision of library services at the

regional and municipal levals.

9. The governance of libraries maintained by authorities at the
various levels of government should provide for appropriate forns
of expert and communit participation. In particular, the
national libraries recognized in terms of the National Libraries
Act, 1985, should continue to he governed their autonomous
boards under the general contral of the rinistry of education.

P J Lor, Director, The State Library, P O Box 397, Pretoria, 0001
P E Westra, Director, South Afxican Library, P O Box 496, Cape
Town, 8000.

e
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MEMORANDUM TO CODESA WORKING GRQUP NO. 2

s |
SECOND ASSIGNMENT: CONSTITUTION-MAKING PROCESS

The South African Library, Cape Town, and the State Library,
pretoria, hold valuable collactions of materials relating to
south and Southern Africa. Thase libraries have comprehensive
collections of official publications of South Africa and other
countriss in Southern Africa, the United States of Anmerica, and
the United Nations and its agencies. There are also holdings of
ofticial publications of the United Kingdom, Commonwealth

countriss, and other countries. These are important sources of
statistical, administrative and constitutional information.
' |

offer of ns+i-tanc. .
! ! |

The two national libraries wish |to place their collections and

services at/the disposal of CODESA. We would welcome an

opportunity for a discussion with CODESA staff and delegates on
their information needs and what we can do to satiefy them.

P J tor, Director, The State Library, P O Box 397, Pretoria, 0001
P E Westra, Director, South African Library, P O Box 456, Cape
Town), 8000. |
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WEMORARDUM TO CODESA WORKING GROUP NO. 4 - 7

ASSIGNMENT: FUTURE OF TBVC STATES

ITn South Africa two libraries are recognized as national
libraries in terms of the National Libraries Act, 1985. They are
the South African Library, Cape Town, and the State Library,
Pretoria. These two libraries hold valuable collections of
paterials relating to South andisouthern Africa as well as
materials in other fields of knowledge. Thaey are open to all and
are used by researchers, acholars and citizens throughout South
Africa and abroad., The national libraries provide support
services in respect of the national bookstock, bibliographic
(book finding) tools, resource sharing and the preservation of
our national literary and scholarly heritage to all libraries in
gouth Africa. In this way the naticnal libraries enable them to
fulfil their educational and informational tasks.

In terms of the Legal Deposit of Publications Act, 1982, the two
national libraries, together with three other libraries, the
Library of Parliament, the Bloemfontein Public Library, and the
Natal Sociaety Library, each receéive a copy of each book,
periodical, newspaper or other publication published in the
Republic of South Africa. The paterials collected in terms of
legal depesit are used to constitute a comprehensive collection
reflecting the literary and scholarly heritage of South Africa,
for the compilation of the south African national bibliography,
an authoritative record of South Africa’s book production, for
purposes of resource sharing, and for the delivery of information
services.
when the TBVC states becane indbpandtnt, the existing South
African legal deposit legislation ceased to apply to these
states. These states also established their own national
libraries. The goverrments of Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei
entered into agreements with the RSA concerning the performance
of certain national library functions and the delivery of legal
deposit materials to the State Library. These agreements have
proved difficult to implement. As a result, materials published
in the TEVC states are not adeguately represented in the
collections of South Africa’‘s n tional libraries. This leaves
?apa in the national libraries’ collections which impede current
nformation and document delivery functions and will impede
future research on South Atricq.

|
We recommend that if the TBVC /states are re-incorporated inte
South Africa |

b [ Measures be taken, when| the existing intergovernmental
agreaments lapse, to ensure th legal deposit and certain
related functions of tha nationsl libraries of these states are .
tranasferred without 4isruption to South Africa’s national
libraries. .
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2. Measures be taken to ensure that gape in the collections of

South Africa’s national libraries in respect of legal deposit

materials emanating from these states during their period of
independence, are filled.

3. nNational library" functions presently carried out by the
national libraries of the TBVC atates, that can more efficiently
be performed centrally, be transferred to South Africa’s two
national libraries.

4. The TBVC national libraries be incorporated intc appropriate
regional structures for the provyision of public, community and
school libraries. In certain cases where considerable library
progress has been made, as in Bophuthatswana, the national
library service could become the nucleus of a library service
serving a region of South Africa.

P J Lor, Director, The State Library, P O Box 397, Pretoria, 0001
P B Westra, Director, South African Library, P O Box 496 Cape
Town, 8000.
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Your ref. / U vorwi

' . The Chalrman, Conventlon for a Dnmncntic South Africa, PO Box 307,
To/ Am Isandd; 1

|
FromWnn Joan de Beer, Deputy Director on behalf of Prof Anna Louw, Honorary Secretary
| of the South African Institute for Librarlanship and Information Science

Pages | Bladsys | . 124 "> 1q  (ncl fax cover sheet / taks-dekblad ing.)

i MESSAGE / BOODSKAP
Sir

Included herew|th please find the submission of SAILIS to CODESA on behaif of The
Honecrary Secratary, Prof Anna Louw.

Youri fllthfu!h;

5 ke
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T00AN  The Chairman
Conventlon for 2 Democratic South Africa
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PO Box 397
ISANDO
1600 : Fax no. (011) 397-2211
ONS VERWYS
WE REFER

U VEPWYS :
J0UR REFER  Submissions to Codesa

DATUM®DATE  1992-03-02

\

DIE EREBEKRETARIS
SA INSTITUUT VIR
BIBLICTEEK- EN
INLIGTINGSWESE

POSBUS 6875
MENLCPARK
PRETORIA 0102 RSA

TELEFCON (012) 48-4987

FAX NO. (012) 386-2020

THE HONORARY 3ECRETARY
SA INSTITUTE FOR
LBRARIANSH:P AND
INFORMATION BCIENCE

P O BOX 36878
MENLOPARK

PRETORIA 0102 RBA
TELEPHONE (012) 484987

FAX MESSAGE

Dear Sir

Included harewith please find the submission by SAILIS for consideration by CODESA

in drawing up & constitution for South Africa.

|
The submission relatas to the contribution !lbraries can make to the relevant

assignments of the CODESA Working Groups.

Yours sincerely

™ "r

MM

Prof. Anna Loﬁw

HONORARY SECRETARY

— e —— e Sl AL e el
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anUTH AFRICAN INSTTTUTE FOR LIBRARIANSHIP AND TNPORMATION SCIENCE
SUBMISSION TO CODESA

WORKING GROUP 1

PREANBLE

The BuCCISFiOf a democratic society depends on informed and
educated citizens.

rLibraries serve as sources of information and education for all
citisens regardless of economic or educatiocnal status, language,
origins, age or sex. Libraries assemble and make available
information: that raeflects many viewpoints. They complement the
mass media by retaining information on topics and events that are
quickly forgotten as +he media move on to the latest headlinas.

They retain for use publications that are out of print or have
been withdrawn from retailers’ shelves dua to flagging sales.
This information serves as cssantial background for responsible
opinion forming and decision making by individual citlizens as
well as community and party leaders. Libraries thus provide an
essential service for the successful functioning of a democratic

stata. !

Therm are over one thousand public library service points
distributed throughout South africa. They provide invaluable
support for formal education progremmes and, if mobilized in
support of programmes of literacy training, community education
and |develo t, they have enormous potential as sources of
nonformal and informal education.

The ' existing network of libraries constitutes a ready-made,
polﬂticnllﬂ neutral infrastructure for the dissemination of
infornation about Codesa and for the creation of a climate of
mutual understanding and tolerance.

|
Codesa lhodld therefore make use of libraries in attaining its
objectives, and its decisions and recommendations should promote
the use and support of libraries.
The South African Institute for Librarianship and Information
science offers its services whenever consultation on library
matters in|r.quir-d.

;
|
|
|
!
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Libraries enter into the following assignments of Working Group
1:

1 Pirst assignment: Creation of a climate for free political
participation

Through <heir aeducational and informative functions, libraries
help to create a basis for equality among all members of a

democracy. Libraries specifically address the following issues:

1.1.4(k) fair access should be ensured to libraries as they
provide informatisn and knowledge that promote the creation of
a climate for free political participation. The South African
Institute for Librarianship and Information Science submitted a
declaration on this matter to the South African Law Commigsion

in regard to a law on human rights. A copy of the declaration
is attached

1.1.4(a) a lasting improvement in gocio=economic conditicns can
cnly be achieved by the exaertions and achievements of the
individuals forming the population. Libraries assist them in
gaining the knowlaedge and skills they raguire for increasing
their capabilities. Library services should therefore be fully
exploited

1.1.4(n) by providing ° information reflecting multiple
viewpoints, 1libraries promote understanding and political
tolerance

1.1.4(0) libraries can serve a8 distribution points for the
naterials used in educative and informative camnpalgns

1.1.4(p) because of their wide acceptance and use, libraries
provide fair and reasonable access to information on political
issues and stanceas to potential voters, while the libraries
thensalves remain politically neutral.

2  Second assignment: Role of international community

Libraries do not receive adequate public funding. Their role in
the advancement of South African democracy justifies increased
funding. It is essential that adequate library services be
randered to all South Africans. v1?orous action is needed to
elininate current inegqualities in this respect.

2.1.1 The international comsunity and/or organisations can
effectively help to promote : democracy in South Africa by
supporting library services. Worxing Group 1 may obtain funds
directly for this purpose, or may recommend that a psrcentage of
specific development aid funds be allocated to library
developrent.

CJt
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ADDENDUM TO WORKING GROUP

First assignment 1.1.4 (k)

From: Newsletter of the South African Insititute for Librarianship and Infermation Sclence
vol 10 (7), July 1990

O~
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SAILIS contribution to S.A. Law Commission

This is a copy of
recommendaiions made by
SAILIS to the Scuth African
Law Commission Working
Paper 25, Project 58: Group and
human rights and submirted to
them in August 1989.

The Executive Committes of
SAILIS relt that this document
shouid be brought to the,
attention of SAILIS members,
and requested that it be .
published in SAILIS Nel?’:lmer.

South African Institute fori Librar-
ianship and \nformation Sciengu

Contribution to

SOUTH AFRICAN LAW COMMIS-
SION WORKING PAPER 28|

Project 58: Group and humanirights
1 Introduction '

This Soeth African Law Commission
(SALC) zonducted an investigation
into the protection of groupy and hu-
man rights in South Africa, st the re-
quest of the Muster of Justice. The
SALC produced a workirg paper,
which was intended to serve as a hasis
-for deliberation leading to .ﬁinal re-
port. The SALC issued a general invi-
tation for comment, conmbmons and
suggestions.

The South African Instmte for Li~
brarianship and Informaticn Science
(SAILIS) prepared a contfibution,
which it hereby suomits to the es-
teemea Commission. !

|
2 Requests i

2.1 SAILIS is committed to the pro-
tection of the human righe that every-
one shall heve equai freedom of access
to the use of tax-supported libraries,
which means that these !ibsjries may
not select their users on the Found of
race. colour, ianguage. sex, rehigon,
ethnie origin, social class. urrh pol-
itical or other views, or any disability
rother natural charactermA

the protection cf this human right
should be provided for in tie recom-
mendanons of the South A
Commission on a bill of dights for

We therefore urgently 13'““ that

ican Law

‘ South Africa. !
. 2.2 SAILIS considers thet the nght of
equal freedom of aczess 1 rax-sup-

0 i !
I

ported libraries forms part of the un-
derlying human ngizt of freedom of ac-
cess to mformation. The latter right
also touches on factors that zffects the
availibility of information in libraries.
such as censorship and the withRolding
of information.

We therefore rejuest that the val-
idity of the right of {reedom of access
to information in its many connota-
tions should be argued in the Final Re-
port of the South African Law Com-
mission.

Because of the pervasive nature of
this right, SAILIS will not further deai
with it in this contribution which :s lim-
ited to ascess to libraries.

3 Motivation for access to libraries

SAILIS accepts the dedinitior. that —
A human night 1§ a capacuy or ben-
efit which peorle must be deemed
inherently entitled to exercise, use,
suspend or relinquish as they
choose if they are 1o function effec-
tively together as fulfilled autono-
mous beings. (Prozesky et al..
quoted in SALC, 1939, p.201).

We also agree with the view that
to come out for or agawnst human
rights is to say where one stands, It
is to say what one’s phiissophical
view of man, lifz and the world is.
(Visage, quote in SALC, (989, p.
294).

We noted that
Experience has shuwn that individ-
ua! hibe:ty is safest not in the hands
of rulers. statesmen, politicians or
bureaucrats, however distia-
guished, but in the hand; of Ccurts
of Justice . . . {Bristowe, quoted in
SALC, 1939 30Q).

As SAILIS is philosophically dedi-
cated to the best use of libraries {or the
development of the minds of the
people of South Africa, we support the
defence in a bill of rights of their ca-
pacity to use with equal freedom the
resources for development contained
tfa tax-supported libraries in the zoun-
try.

4 Philosophical base

SAILIS concurs wuh Spencer's opin-
jon that —

. If life is justifiable, there must
be a justification for the perform-
ance of acts essentid] to its preserva-
tion; and. therefore, a justification

for those libernies and claims whica -

makes such acis
quoted in SALC, 1

. {Spencer.
e 11)

He shows that this :s the origin of
the conception that “'natural rights”
eXist.

In our view the development ot the
human mind is the most essentiai act
for the preservation of human life. Hu-
man be:ngs thereiore possess a natural
right to gain knowiedge and infor-
mation that will enable them to rake

care of their Lives to the best of their
ability.

We recognise this narural night and.
in view of the essentiai nature of a
natural night, acknowledge it as a hu-
man right.

We agree that “the exist¢nce of hu-
man rights does not depend on the wil!
of a State’”". (Tanaka, quoted in
SALC. 1989. p. 22) The supra-govern-
mental existence of human rights
exacts moral commitments from the
state in the exercise of its will. This re-
lates to the view that

. (the legisiators’) power in the ut-
most bouads of it is limited to the
public good of society. 1t is a power
that hath no other end but preservs-
tion, and therefore can never have
the right . designcdly 10 impov-
arish the subjects . . . (Locke.
quoted in aAL(L 1989. p. 10y

A person’s emotional and intellze-
rual deveiogment provides him with
powerful tools for controlling fus own
life and for cantributing 1o thé good of
society. Thereiore. if discriminatory
legisiation excludes members of a par-
ticular population group from using
sources of development which are
available to members of another popu-
lation group, the legislature designediv
impovenishes persons in the excluded
grocp in a most fundamental way. The
effect of this improverishment is that a
privileged group gains arbitrary power
by preventing other groups from
achieving the same levels of devel-
opmeant,.

The right of all to the equal use of li-
brary resources for self-development
should therefore be protected by the
legislature in its framing of laws and by
the executive in its application of the
laws. This approach harmonises the
conceptions of natural rights and of
the rule of law. It 1s pointed out that

. . the rule of law s that legal-pol-
itical code of conduct for the
government which at a given mo-
ment is best able to afford and to
guarantee the individual maaimum
eajovinent of those subject claims
which in the light of the prevailing

(Continued on p. 11}
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.formedness of a

“his [evel of self
style.

~which Africans is the large

atreumstances of the polity cea-

cernad are regarded as rundamen

tal, (Sanders, quoted i 3ALL,

1989.p 151

Legal protection of the claim 10
squal freedom of access ta the re-
sources for develppment wili assis: the
individual ic usipg his talents unob-
siructedly in satisfying his needs. in
salving his probléms. in freely choos-
ing his own siate jof life. ard In “com-
biniag personal satisfactions and con-
tinuous self-development with signifi-
cant work". (Lamont, quoted ia
SALL, p. 29) These abilines will er-
sble him to act in/his turn as aivaiuable
resource within sgciety, and contribute
to his human dignity. 5

When development of the incividual
it indeed protected by law, we agree
with the view that —

The tule of law has come (v De re-
garded as the paark of the, iree so-
ciety . . . everywrere i s identified
with the Liberty of the :ndividual.
(Wade and Bhillips. qucted 13
SALC. 1989, p. 21).

& Resources for :ilvtlopmont inti-
braries i

Libracies are historically knowns as in-
stitutions that doilect, svstematise,
store and make javailable records of
knowiedge and informarion. These re-
zotds cover the fhll range of humanis-
tic, scientific, philosophical, math-
ematical and tkeological “modes of
knowing the real F identified by Henle.
(Henle, 1969). | i
Libraries as ptrveynn of recorded
theught bave long been regprded as
exorting powerful influences pn think-
ing and mental development.'ln South
Africa, for instance, the insthution of
free. tax-supported library|services
during the l%;nd the 19505 was de-

liberately intended for the advance-
ment of the then less developed white
rurai cammunirtk. because ‘An en-
lightened and thipking peopie is an in-
dispensible condition of any democ-
racy. An indispensible confition of

_such enlishwnﬂent is free Roczss 1o

books and frée [opporwunity ro read
them". (Stitling, 1943, . V6). The
same argument today appiies to the
whole populatior of South Atliu.
For the indivigual, the value of te-
wurded thought iclmly linked to the
fact that South Africa is becoming an
information socipty. ia which the in-
person provides him
with skilis and apilities that determine
wation ang his life-

The develo

'l commur:litie:. of
st. are in-
1
1

|

— e - .-

creasingly aware of ths value of knowi-
edge. Tiis s sesn in an intense and
wiaely-encounrered deqire 6 leam. es-
pecislly among young peopls. Where
avallable, libraries are ysed iniensively
by secondary school pupiis and univer-
sity students for study |[purpuses. This
also applies to public lifjraries.

The ciosing of taxtsupported li-
braries to specific pogulation groups
constitutes a vioiation of the individ-
ual's basic human right wo develop his
mental ability to the full. This is partic-
ulaely true in circumstances where the
schooling of a large part of the devel-
cping population sector is not st an ad-
vanced level. The hibrary can serve
them as a community cgntre for devel-
opment through informal and non-for-
mal education. [t also ¢an play an im-
poriant part as ap adjunct to the
formal eduzation system. as is men-
tioned above. ;

§ Libraries afTected

Not ali libraries are affected by the
right of equai freedom of access. If
freedom of association 18 protecred by
a bill of rights, freedom of disassocia-
tion should also be recogmsed, as is
ponted out in the investigation con-
ducted by the Human Sciences Re-
search Councii (HSRC) into Inter.
group Regulations. (HSRC, quoted in
SALC, 1989, p. 275) The right of dis-
association implies that 2 particular
group may institute libranes which are
intended for use only by members of
that group. :

The situation is qualified, however,
by the principle that all tax-supported
libraries must protect and prachse the
tight of equal freedom) of access. This
principie has been stated in a broader
sense in a Bill of Fundameq:al Rights
and Objectives institpted for South
West Af:icn!Namib!rE by the Stats
President of South Afnica through
Proclamation R:01 of|1985. Article 3
of the proclamation reqds as follows:

Everyone shall be equal before the

law and no branch fr organ of gov-

ernment nor putlic/institution may
prejudice nor afford any advantage
to any person on th grourds of his
ethnic or social origin, sex, race,
language, colour, veligion or pol-
itical conviction, (Quoted in SALC,

1989, p. 224) :

The implication of this ruling is that
no branch or oigan cf government or
y provide in-

tion. :
Tax-supported iid|
g00d managemen: regulate their use

aries may for

v )~ - - i
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on other grounds than the aisermina-
torv ones listed 1n the above cuota.
tion. University librarnies may, for in
stance. .umit their users 1o studenis
enrolied ai their universities

7 Legal position

The Cerntral Government is directiv
responsible for the two Nationa Li-
braries. The National Libraries Act of
1985 prescribes that these twoe libraries
shall "promoie the rendering of infor-
maticn services to the population of
the Republic”.. The legislation ex-
cludes any discrimination on the part
of the National Libraries,

University libraries are open to all
studen's enrolled at their institutions
and ali universittes are open. The L-
braries of research institutes do not
practise discnmination.

In regard to public hibraries. provin-
cial administrations are concerned
with broad library policy only, such as
that a public litrary should be placed
within reach of each member of the
community,

The Governmen? accepts that public
libraries may be open 1o all races, but
leaves this decision in the hands of the
local authority, usually a municipality.

Public libraries thar otfer completely
equal access to all sections of the com-
munity form a minor portion (27.8 %)
of the libraries that responded 10 a sur-
vey of all pubdlic libranies conducted by
Stabbins. A further 25.7 % were par-
ually open :0 a mix of echnic groups.
The result of the survey cannot be ex-
trapolated tc South Africa as a whole
without further investigation, as
49.3 % of the subjects did not re-
spond. (Stabbins, 1988)

[t iz clear that many local authorities
are not yet prepared to open their li-
bruries, for a variety of given reasons.

(See note at end of article)

8 Discrimination: Domestic reaction

SAILIS has repeatedly expressed its
concern that there should not he dis-
crimination in library services and in
the library profession.

In 1986 the Annua! Conference of
SAILIS adopted the foilowing resolu-
tion —

We, the members of SAILIS, con-

firm that we regard SAILIS a5 a

body above pouticat and 1deological

doctrine, which grants membership
irespective of race. colour, sex or
creed and accepts and allows differ-
ing views amongst its members.

e strive to raise the standard of
library and information services in
all communities throughout the
country and.

{Continued on p. 13)
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—that a.l libraries ia the country
should be &s fully developed as
resources will allow according to
the needs of the communities
they servel The qualiky of rhe
service should be maintained re-
gardless of the race. cdlour, sex
ot creed gf membdersiusing it.
These criteria should not be used
as a basis for membersitip of  li-
brary servige. |

— (hat the status, salary| recogni-
iion and dpportunities for pro-
mouon of likrary staff members
sroula be derermined according
tc their abilities, experience and
qua'ificatigns without regard to
race. colour. sex, cree?‘. national
origin or political affiliaticn.

(SAILIS Council. Minutes. 19

Sept. 1586} ;

1n 1987 SAILJS issued the following
views in a pahicy statement on
censorship. This statement reflects its
s:and en the right of freedom of access
r¢ informanon, which in turn requires
egual {reedemiof access 1o tax-sup-
sorted libraries, :

Our objesi.ve as librarians and in.

tormation scientists is thi full util

izazion of reqorded inforfnation for
the benefit of all. To achiéve this we
should. 1 the interest|of schol-
arship and cultural and p4rsonal de-
velopment. help to cyeate and
mamtain conditions under which
treedom of enquiry. of tHought and
of its expressjon can exist|
We must therefpre: |
—-promute {he free flow of infor:
mation: A

— give everypne access ig public in-

formationsources and services:

— avoid biag in the acquisition and

presentatiFrl of information.
We believe !

that wilfully impeding or| restricting

the pursuit pf this objective is in

conflict with the ethics of the pro-
fession. (SMILIS takds a stand

against censarship. 1987.p. 1)

In 1988 SAILIS published a report
on the use of ibranes for|the devel-
opment of Soyth Africa. which con-
tained a series 9f proposals for improv-
ing library servjces. One of its findings
was that libraties should make their
services available to whomever finds it
convenients to use a particulat ilbrary.
(Zaaiman. Royx en Rykhegr. 1988, p.

South Africa jhus was
volved itself in
of access for

velopment av

9 Discrimination: Forsign reaction

Dissrimination in
brary services in South Africa has en-
gendered enduring and increasingly
harsh criticism anc pueishment from
individuals und drganisations ic other
countries. Often these actions are re-
lated to the system af apartheid as a
whole.

Foreign librarians mostly refuse to
visit South Africa. Some take strong
activist positions against South African
librarians. libraries and Library organi-
sations, Visits by Sauth African li-
Srarians are resisted by the manage-
ment or staff of some libraries or li-
brary-related institutions.

In 1971 the International Federation
of Library Associations (IFLA). the
most significant interpational body in
this field, refused membership 10 the
South African Library Association. In-
dividual South African libraries which
are institutional members of IFLA
have over (he pasi (wo years been sub-
jected 10 severe scrutiny to ensure that
they do not practise any form of dis-
cnimination.

Some publishzars no longer sell their
buoks directly to South African h-
braries. The interlending of booxs be-
tween South African and foreign li-
braties is being hampered by the decl-
sions of governments. cultural bodies
and library authonties.

Though the South African Govern-
ment and provincial administrations
thermselves do not practise discrimina-
tion in regard 10 publc lbraries, the
international view is in accord with

Lauterpacht's interpretation of the
charter of the United nations, namely
that “if a persen or group of persons
practises discnmiratién or oppression.
the State must see 1o it that this is
stopped’”. (Lauterpacht, quotad in
SALC, 1989. p. 56)

The principles contained in a num-
ber of internauonal agreements sup-
port the international view that dis-
crimination in admission to litraries
violates a human right. (SALC, 1989,
ch. 3) !
These agreements do not mention Li-
braries by name, but refer to wider is-
ques. such as access 10 educauon ard
free participation in the practising of
culture, which may be seen as extend-
ing 10 the use of libraries

The foreign opposition 1o South Af-
rican libraries and librarians proves
the conclusion at which the SALC ar-
rives. namely that |

The internationali community has

certainiy given cancrete shape. in

_many different wayve, to the idea

that every individyal has fundamen-

tal rights that must be respected by

ths provimion of h.

|
|
4
|
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:he State. The protection of the ir-

Jividual's tights has become u uni-

versal ysimand and 15 recogmised

ever when no enactments. conven-
tions Or treaties exist under posiire
law. It has pecome part of the moa-
srn international legal conscious-
ness and of the contemporary law of

nations. (SALC, 1939, p. 70-71)

[nceed, the prevention of discrimi-
nation 18 seen as one of the most im-
portant tasks of the United Nations
(SALC, 1989, p. 331)

On the above grounds foreign li-
brarians and institutions consider in-
ternational criticism and action against
discrimination in South African librar-
ies to be justifies as . . . the view
world wide is that the violaticn of hu-
man rights is nOt just a domesuc mat-
ter but something that justifies inter-
nanional intervention in one form or
another” (SALC. 1989. p. 298)

10 Bill of rights

The question arises as to how discrimi-
natory decisions can be abolished and
prevented.

Judges have to apply the law as it
exists. except when they have the nght
(© test laws in regard (o their violation
of basic human nights. They are en-
abiled to test laws when 2 bill of rights
is acceptad by the legislature. If judges
subsequently find that laws are incon-
sistent with human rights proiecied in
a bill of rights. they can declare the
{aws invalid. The value of & bill of
rights is so marked that Cahn says:

. . .2very demccratic nation owes

its judges a bill of rights with which

they can safeguard basic human
privileges and :mmunities. in the
deepest moral sense, it is no 100ger

optional to adopt of not 10 adopr a

nationa! bill of rights: :t has become

a sategornical duty. (Cahn, quoted in

SALC, 1989, p. 96)

Some 129 countries have bills of
rights of varving value in application.

The Bili of Rights of West Germany
conrains the following basic rights as
directiv enforceable law:

“Article 1(1) The dignity of man
shall ke inviolable. To respect and
protect it shail be the duty of all
State nuthority.

Article 2(1) Everyone shall have
the night to the free developmem of
his personality in so far as he does
not violate the rights of others or of-
fend against the constilitional
order or the morai code.

Article 3(3) No one shall be pre-
judiced or favoured because of his
sex. hig parentage. his race. his lan-
fur his homeland and origin. his

aith. or his religious or political
(Continued on p. 14)
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opinions” (Queied in saLC, 1985,

p.98-99) |

The HSRC. in fits investigasion into
Intergroup Relations. espouses the
principle of providing equel npportu-
nities fcr the realizauon of the poten-
val of everyond. This imopiies that
“The education gystems should make
provision for freedom of informanan
disseminaton among all components
of :he social systgm™. The HSRC aiso
finds that "“The idg:timarte claim to the
basic necessities|of life alsc emarges
clearly in the cage of interaroup rela-
tions in the form of equai access 10 re-
sources . . . (Quored m SALC. 1989.
p.276277) |

An hierarchical giouping of nights
leading from ane o the other would be
arranged as foliows:
(2) the right of agcess 10 resoLrees
() the tight of 4ccess 10 information

as & resource
{c) the right of Lccm 1o libraries as
sources of infrmaﬁon

These considerations. suitably
framed, can servé n 8 South African
bill of rights as jguidelines for equal
freedom of access to tax-supported li-
branes.

|
!

11 Kind of righis to be mcinded in a
billof rights

A bill of rights kan protect a specific
right only. In thip case the right will be
that of eque! frepdom of access to tax-
supported libraries. The bill of rights
will protect thip right in a negative
way. which means that the protection
of the bill of rigq: can be sought when
the right is infringed.

1t might be coptended tha this right
would be adequptely protecied by the
adjacent right pf freedom of ¢hoice
with regard to education and training.
However, the State does not'view pub-
hc libraries as educational institutions.
{Zaaiman, er al}, p. 13). These librar-
ies indeed do not form part of the sys-
tem for formal |education. In provin-
cial administrations, for instance,
separate departments deal with public
libraries and with formal education.
The main contr{bution of libraries lies
in the sreas of [informal and non-for-
mal education. gh they are used 83
adjuncts to the|formal education sys-
tem by pupils hnd students. In law,
howsver, public libraries will not be
otection providing for

the choies of

The proi
access to rax-sppported litiraries will
ing about immediate sat-

— m—— S -
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isfaction with the provision of library
services, Remaiming inaqualities in
service will need to be addressed.

[t may be thought tempting to nght
parucuiar cases of ineguality by means
of stipulations in the bill of nghts
However. it has been pointed out
that —

A bill of Rights is not a political
mamfesto, a political programme.
Primarily it is a protective device. it
is a shield . . rather than a sword.
it can state. effectively and guite
easily, what shall not be done. It
canqnot stipulate with equal ¢ase or

effectiveness, what shall be done.
The reasons 1 not.cnly that the
cour's, its enforcers. lack the exper-
tise and the infrasiruciure to get

into the business of legislation or
administranon. Tt is also. and moie
teliingly. that they cannot raise the
money. They cannot levy the taxes
needed to finance those accom
plishments they may like o see. and
ihe idea of their ardering the legis-

latare to do so presents certain diffi-
culties. (Didcott. querea in SALC.

1989. p. +20)

The provision of suitable book-
stocks and adequate pumbers of li-
braries therefore rests with poiitical
manifestos and programmes, O wila
professional and adminystrative action.
rather than that they should be in-
cluded in a bill of rights. where their

ion would be ungnforceable.

The bill of rights may, however. in-
clude an affirmative action clause.

Affirmative action is a recogmsed

way of promoting the principle of

equality of opportunities in socies
ties where this principie has suf-
fered as a result of discrimination

.. .{SALC, 1989. pn. 430)

While an affirmative action clause
will not force the legislature o act. it
can permit the legisiature to make laws
to grand a group, that has been dis-
criminated against, temporary advan-
tages in order to achi¢ve equality but
not in order 10 give ane group an ad-
vantage over another (SALC, 1989, p.
440)

This is 10 line with the action already
taken by most provincial adminisira-
tions which give preference to the pro-
vision of Library services 1o underprivi-
leged groups. (Zaaiman, et al.. p. 230)

12 Group rights

SAILIS noted that the history of the
legal protection of group rights goss
back to the sixteerth and seventeenth
centuries. (SALC, 1969. p. 326)

In South Africa th# nights of indig-
enous and traditional groups need to

3235964~ 05 LB SA
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he profected 1n order 'o maintais
peace and pational RarmONY.

Though a greup dose not necessarily
constitutz & minority, SAILIS accepts
ine following definition of 8 group -

(A minority 1) a group In a country

nessesses, anc has a common wiil

... (o preserve certain habits and
patterns of life and behaviour which
may be ethnic. cultural. linguistic or
religious. ar @ combinaton of them,

and which characterize it as a

group. Further. such a minority

may be politically dominan1. or
non-dominant (Fawcelt, guoted in

SALC. 1989, p. 345+50)

The present authonrtative agreemer.!
on group rights is incorporated in tae
Intarnational Covenant on Civil and
Potitica! Righs. Acticie 27 of the Cov-

enant reads as foilows —
1n those States in which ethnic.
religious or linguistic minorives ex-
1st. persons belonging to such mi-
norities shall not be denied the
right, in community with the other
members of their group. 1o enjoy

their awn culture, to profess and

pracuce their own religion or to use

their own language. (Qucted in

SALC, 1989, p 136)

The protection of group reghts
should not. however. lead to discnmi-
nation and inequality as far as the
other members of the popu.ation 4ars
concerned.

The SALC points out that it is most
difficult. of not impaossible, to define in
advance the precise rights. interests
and values in regard to culture. rehg-
ion and language that must be pro-
tected by a oill of rights. No inter-
national agreement attempts such a
definition. A tiil of nghts shouid :n-
clude the principle of the protection of
group ngnts. white the apphication of
the principie to particular ingtances
should be left 1o the courts,

It is precisely in this tield that the
courts play a valuable und responsi-
bie role. Personifying public senti-
ment, the courts formulate the
legal. moral and ethnic corcepts of
society . . . Qur courts have alwavs
fulfilled this function very com-
petently and responsibly. There is
no reason to believe that the courts
will not be able. likewise 10 deter-
mine what the cultural. religicus
and hrnguistic values of a com-
mumty are.

The courts will likewise be abie 10
determine whether certain legis
lation or an executve act infringes
cultural. religious or linguistic val-
ues that merit protection under the
law. (SALC. 1989. p. 393,

1Continged on p. 15)
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1Continued fﬁom p. 14

In view cf the ateve ¢Grsideranons.
SAILIS approves of the foilowing
prirciples proposed by the SALC fr
inelzsion in & bill of nigatd.

1. No legiglation or executive act
shall mfr?ngc the exercise by an in-
dividual| separately gr jointly with
others, of his culture, religion and
languagg. ;

No legislation or executive act
shall disgriminate against or give
prw:leggd treatmen? to the cul-

r

ture . religion or langpage of a par-
tcular inividual or group of 11di-

viduals éver those other provided
that jegiplation may determine the
official ianguages nfEre on.

When ip lega! proceedings instis
tated ?:):an interestegd individual it
15 alleged that legislahon or an ex-
ecutive pet infringey the cultural,
religious or linguisti¢ values of the
individulal or of a grqup of individ-
uais, the vourt shall adjudicare e
said ailgganon having regard 10

tne terests of all other individ-
yais and groups of individuals.
(SALC, 1989, p. 408

et

13 SALC's %ropmed billiof rights

Several of the articles in the SALC's
sroposed bill of rights razy be retated
t0 the use pf hibraries: Attention is
drawn parngularly o Amcle 8, which
menuons t& ngkt to obtain aad dis-
seminate information, §nd 10 Article
i7 which provides means to snsure
zqual {reedom of access 1o (ax-sup-
ported libraries. ’

In eacn af the foliowing cases a re-
mark by SAILIS is followed by the in-
dented text of the article. (SALC.
1989.¢h. | i

Article 2 may protect equal freedom
of access tp tax-supporred libraries,
which ncrmaily operate on a delegated
legai nuthority. It alsc grovides for af-
firmaiive aqtion !

The right to numag dignity and

equality before the law, which

means that there shail be no dis-
crimination on the ground of race.
colour, language. sex, religion, eth-
nic origih. social class. birth. pol-
itical or ather views or any dlsability
or other Eatunl characteristic: Pro-
vided that such lggisiation or
exacmivL:r administrative acis as
may reasonabiy be ndcessary for the
improvement, on a femporary ba.
sis. of a|position in ';hich. for his-

toncal reasons, persons Of groups

{ind thgmseives to|be disadvan:

taged. shall be permissible.

Article & is basic to fhe recognition
of nghts aid obligauonp urder the Dill

1

1

i

1

|

|
e
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of rights. whick possibly aiso applies to
ths right to equal freedom of access to
iax-cupporntad libranes.

The right 10 be recogmised legally.
economically and culturally as hav-
ing rights and obl:gations and as
having the capacity 1o participate in
legal. commernia: and cultural af-
fairs.

Article 8 refers (o the basic human
right to obtain information, of which
the right of equal freedom of access to
tax-supported libraries forms part. Be-
cause of the fundamental nature of the
right to obtain information. SAILIS
requests thaj the SALC should in its

Final Report iully argue the vaidity of
its inclusion 1 the bill of rights.  The
right to disseminate information may
also touch on the tunctioning of librar-
1es,

The right to freedom of speech and

to obtain and disseminate infor-

mation.

Article 9 may possiblv apply to
doing research in tax-supported li-
braries.

The night freely to carry ourt scien-

ufic research and to practise art.

Article 10 may possibly apply to the
chowce of librarias if ““education’’ is
rzad in the broad meading of informal,
non-formal and formal education. [t
will not apply if the article is limited to
formal education and training.

The right to freedom ot choiwce with

regard to education and training.

Article 16 provides freedom 10 assccr-
ate ibly also in the library context.
he right to associate {reely with
other groups and individuais,
Article 17 states the penalties of dis-
association on a discriminating basis.
which presumably will appiy directly
to the protestion of the right promoted
by SAILIS.
The right of every person or group
to disassociate himself or itself from
other individuals or groups: Pro-
vided that if such disassociation
constitutes disciimination on the
ground of rage. colour, religion.
language ot culture, no public or
state funds shall be granted directly
ar indirectiy.10 promote the in-
terests of the person who or group
which so discriminates

Articie 21 grants frecdom to practise
a person’s own culture. presumably
also in libranes.

The nght of every person. individu-

ally or ogether with others, freely

to practise higl culture and religion
and use his Janguage.

Article 22 saf every person
from discriminagion against his cul-
ture. presumablyialisoin iibraries.

The right of evary person 1o be safe-

guarded from ciscriminaiion
against his culiure, rehigien or lan
guage and to be safeguarded frem
preferential ‘reaiment of the cul-
ture, religion or janguage of others
Provided that legislarion may Ceter-
m:ne the official languages of a ¢
gion: Provided further that when in
proceedings instituted by an -
terested person or persons it is al-
leged chat legisiaticn or an ex-
ecutive or administrat.ve act in-
fringes the cultural. religious or
linguistic values of any individual or
group of individuais, the court shall
in adjudicating such allegation have

regard to the wterests of cther indi-

viduals or groups of individuals.

If the South African Law Commis-
sion is of the opinion that the proposed
articles fully provide for equal free-
dom of access to tax-supported li-
braries, SAILIS aceepts their view
with appreciation.

If there is any doubt whether 2d-
equate protection is provided. we shall
be glad if the position can be recnfied.

14 Impiementation of a bill of rights

SAILIS supports the fetlowing points
made to the SALC n regard to the im-
plementation of a Lill oi nghis —

(i) Such a bill will have a chance of
being generally accepted and re-
spectfully opserved . . on'v i nt
is accepied and trusted by a con-
siderable majority of the popu-
lation as a whole.

(ii) To be accepted and trusted. such
a bill will have to be an honest
piece of work which is not merely
cosmetic in character. Where
there are unfair advantages or 1n-
fringements at the moment, mat-
ters wi'l have to be objectively
and honestly put to rights.

(iii) To be accepted as legitimate,
such a bill should, least of all.
protect the position of one group
... Absolute fairness and equal
treatment arc essential, or cise
the whole effort should be aban-
doned.

{(iv) In the final analvsis, legitimacy is

ensured by open acceptance of

the bill by the great majority of

the population . . .

Finally, legitimacy also demands

that. so far as the content of the

bill is concerned. it shall not be
unilaterally formuiated bv one
group and simply be submitted
for approval. All population
groups must work together in
preparing such a bill and the
greatest possible measure of con-
sensus must be reached before it

(Continued on p. 1&)
i8
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(Continued from p. 15

s jaid mevore ihe nwtion for ap-
proval. (SALC. p 482483}

It must de siated tnat there is no
public ¢onsenius at present on the
granting of egual freedom of access to
all tax-supported libraries. To achieve
agreement will reauire piacesses of
negotialion such as ihat inveived in the
implemenial phases set out by the
SALC, namely — :

Phase 1 Acceptance in principle by tne
Parliamen: that a bil! ot ngats he
adopted in future. _

Phase 2 The repeal or amerdment of
legislation confiicting with a bill vl
rights. i

Phase 3 Ar educational progess 10 in-
form the populatica o1 the role and
value of a constitution of which a oill
of ngnts form a part

Phuse 4 Reaching conscasus on a Tu-
-ure constitution and finalising the bill
of right

Phase ¥ Legitimstion. by referendum.
of 3 new caastitution which includes a
mll of rights. (SALC, 1589, p 487
491} :

The South African Instugte for Li-
rarianship and Informar:an Science

L .:- 3-92 v 3:-'1 ]
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qaif be glad 1o participate w any of
these phases. or i any other neaotia-
vlon processes which moy Ot uzed. o
order ta promote the right o eguazl
treecor of access 10 tax-supportad -
aranes.

Note:

The lega! pase for excluding anyore
from puoiic iibaries on the asis ot
race. has sipce neen scrapred. The
House of Pariiament repealed tne Res
ervauon of Pubtlic Amemties Acton 19
Jurne 1990,

The scrapping of the Act makes i1 -
legal for local authorities threughout
Sourh Africa to exclude any person
from any pubilc amenity. including li-
branes. on the casis of race.
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Museumbibliotekaresse
vergader by konferensie

'n Ontmoeting van museumbi-
blictekarisse word in die vooruit-
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Konferensie. Meer besonder-
hede hieroor sal later bekend ge-
maak word.
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SOUTH;RFRICAI‘rlBTITUTRlﬁﬂRZLIHRARIAISﬂIPihHD INFORMATION SCIENCE

SUBMISSION TO CODESA

WORKING GROUP 2

|
P

The iuccasa of a democratic scciety depends on informed and
sducated citizens.

Libr+ria¢ cerve as sources of imformation and education for all

citizens regardless of aconomic or educational status, language,
origins, age or sex. Libraries assenble and make available
info;mntion that reflects many viewpoints. They complement the
nase medis by retaining information on topics and events that are
quickly forgotten as the media move on to the latest headlines.
They retain for use publications that are out of print or have
been withdrawn from retailers’ shelves due to flagging sales.
This information serves as essential background for responsible

opinion forming and decisjon making by {ndividual citizene as
well as compunity and party leaders. Libraries thus provide an

essential service for the successful functioning of a democratic
atate.

Theme are over one thousand  public library service points
distributed throughout South Africa. They provide invaiuable
support for formal education programmes and, if mobilized 1n

support of programmes of literacy training, community education
and |development, they have enpImous potential as sources of

nonformal and infermal educatian,

|

The ; existing network of libraries constitutes a ready-made,
folﬂelcally neutral infrastrusturs for the dissemination of
nfdrmation about Codesa and for the creation cf a climate of

nut11 understanding and tolerarce.

Codlll lhoﬁld therefore make use of libraries in attaining ite
objdctives, and its decisions and recogmendations ahould promote
the juse and support of librari¢s.

|

Tneisouth African Institute for Librarianship and Information

Science offers its services whenever consultation on library
nat is required.
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Libraries enter ints the following assignments of Working Group
2!

1 Pirst assignment: Genaeral constitution principles

1.1.. The provision of information and knowledge to citizens
is a key contribution to the maintenance of a sound democracy.
Working Group 2 should therefore include the provision of a
generally accessible and adequate library service in its
deliberations. components of an adequate national libray and
information system will require funding at all levels of a future
constitutional framework. The South African Institute for
Librarianship and Information Science is prepared to provide
infornation and expert advics on the place, functions and funding
of libraries and related information services in a future

congtitutional frameworx.

2 Sacond assignmant: constitution-making body/process

2.1,4(f) in the transfer of responsibilities provizion should
be nmade for the funding and operation of libraries as a nation-
wide service. The relaticns between library systems in existing
regions should be considered in order to ensure optinal use of
the nation’s library rescurces.

an
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SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR LIBRARTANSHIP AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

SUBMISSION TO CODESA

WORKING GROUP )

PREANBLE

The Euccess of a democratic society depends on informed and
educated citizens.

Libraries serve as sources of imformation and education for all
citigens regardless of acononic or educational status, language,
origins, age or sex. Librarias assemble and make available
information that reflects many yiewpoints. They complement the
mass media by retaining information on topics and events that are
quickly forgotten as the media move on tc the latest headlines.
They retain for use publications that are out of print or have
been withdrawn from vetailars’ shelves due to flagging sales.
This information serves as essential packground for responsible
opinion forming and decision making by individual citizens as
well as community and party leaders. Libraries thus provide an
.;.:Etial service for the successful functioning of a democratic
state.
|

Thari_e are over one thousand ‘public library service points
distributed throughout South Africa. They provide invaluable
support for tormal education programmes and, if mobilized in

support of programmes of literacy training, community education
and | development, they have enormous potential as sources of

nonformal and informal educaticn.

The | axisting network of libraries constitutes a ready-made,
polJtically_ neutral infrastrugture for the dissemination of
information about Codesa and for the creation of a climate of
mutyal understanding and tolerance.

codan should therefore make u;o of libraries in attaining its
objectives, and its decisions and recommendations should promote

the juse and support of libraries.
ThclSouth African Institute f6r Librarianship and Information

Science offers its services whenever consultation on library
patters is required.
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+ibraries enter into the following agsigrment of Working &roup
e '

Assigneent: Transition arrangements

1.1 'During any transitional arrangezents for governuent, it i=s
in the intsrest of South Africa that the adnministration of

libraries continue unimpeded. This will assist in the provision
of information and knowledge at a #ime when it will be greatly
naadéd to keep the population informed and to advance their
develcpment; This also applies to libraries in the TBVC states.

s h
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SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR LIBRARIANSHIP AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

SUBMISSION TO CODRSA

WORKING GROUF 4

PREANBLE

The success of a democratic society depends on informed and
educated citizens.

Libraries serve as sources of information and education for all
citizens ragardless of sconomic or educational status, language,
origins, age or sex. Libraries assemble and make avallable
information that reflects many viewpoints. They complement the
nags media by retaining information on topics and events that are
quickly forgotten as the media move on to tha latest headlines.
They retain for use publications that are out of print or have
peen withdrawn from retailers’ shelves due to flagging sales.

This information serves as essential background for responsible
opinion forming and decision making by individual citizene as

well as community and party leaders. Libraries thus provide an
essantial service for the succeasfu.l functioning of a democratic

state.

There are over one thousand public library service points
Aistributed throughout South Africa. They provide invaluable
support for formal education programmes and, if mobilized in
support of programmes of literacy training, community ecucation
and development, thay have enormous potential as sources of
nonformal and informal education.

The aexisting natwork of libruries constitutes a ready-made,
politically neutral infrastructure £for the dissemination of
information about Codesa and for the creation of a climate of

mutual understanding and tolerance.

Codesa should therefore make use of libraries in attaining its
ob:ectives, and its decisions and recommendations should promota
the use and support of libraries.

The South African Institute for Librarianship and Information
gcience offers its services whenever consultation on library
matters is required.
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Libraries enter into the following aswigynusuts of Working Group
4:

a--i¢nnent: Future of TBVC states

1.1.4(d4) the existing libraries in the TBVC states can be used
as aichannel for keeping the people informed

l.l.gfa} iipraries are part of the exlsting infrastructure and
should be used optimally for the developzent of the people.
Specifically, the national library services of the TBVC statas
should be incorporated into the existing national and regional
structures for the provision of library and information services
to the entire population of South Africa. These structures will
need|to be appropriately revised, expanded and funded to ensure,
inter alia, that members of rural communities can benefit from
them.

1.1.5(!1 because of tre rnlaﬁivaly underdeveloped state of
libraries in the TBVC states, high priority should be given to
their full use as an essential instrument for social, aognonic
and political development, while go-called "rational™ library
functions should receive a lower priority

1.1.5(h) uninpeded continuatiom of existing library services
should be ensured in the interest of advancing democracy and the
develcpment of the people. specifically, a smooth transfer of
legal deposit of publications, pibliographic and document
delivery functions nust be insured in consultation with the State

Library, Pretoria, and the South African Library, Cape Town.

? Pl et
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SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR LIBRARIANSHIP AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

SUBMISSION TO CODESA

WORKING CROUP S

PREANBLE

The success of a democratic society depends on informed and
aducated citizens.

t.ibraries serve as sources of information and education for all
citizens regardless of economic cr educational status, language,
origins, age or sex. Libraries assemble and make available
information| that reflects many viewpoints. They conplement the
nmass madia Hy retaining information on topics and events that are
gquickly forgotten as the media move on to the latest headlines.
They retain for use publications that are out of print or have
been withdrawn from the retailers’ shelves due to flagging sales,
This information serves as essential background for responsible
opinion forming and decisicn making by individual citizens as
well as community and party leaders. Libraries thus provide an
oaa:ntinl service for the successful functioning of a democratic
astate. ;

There are ‘over one thousand qulic library service points
distrituted throughout South Africa. They provide invaluable
support for formal education programmes and, if mobilized in
support of programmes of literacy training, community education
and development, they have enormous potential as sources of

nonfornal apd informal education.

The existing network of libraries constitutes a ready-made,
solitically neutral infrastructure for the disseminaticn of
information about Codesa and for the creation of a clinmate of
mutual understanding and tolerance.

Codesa lhodld therefore make use of libraries in attaining its
objectives, and its decisions and recommendations ghould promote
the use and support of librarias.

The South if:ican Institute for Librarianship and Information

Science offers its services whenever consultation on library
matters 1siraquirad.
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Libraries enter into the foilowing assignment of Working Group
5:

Assigmaent: Pipe fremes and implementation of Codesa’s
aqrmnta

1.1.4({e) the extensive library aystem existing in South Africa
can be utilised as a channel for disseminating information on
progress made in the consultations. Library users are mostly
students, people Wwho desire to develop their abilities, and
community leaders. Library users therefore tand to be influential
in forming opinions and attitudes in their communities.




