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THE EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP

EFSA OF SOUTH AFRICA
PiBag X1 Mayor’s Walk
3208 Pi :
Telephone (0B31) 441
W L4 March 41952
CCDBRA
F0 Bex 307 fax: 1 3972214
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MEMCPANTUM TO THE CODESA NEGOTIATORS

1. DNZRCDUCTION

The 3vangelical Fellorship of South Africs is am association of sixteen
dencminations and twenty-oce service agencies, with a mandate from our
aeabers to spesk with a united voice to the natiomal issues coufronting
South Africa st this time. Thers are approximately 1,6 millice Christisns
in membership with dencuinstions belonging to E¥SA (based on statistics

4n the South African Christian Handbook 4 od. N Froise putlished by
Christian Info). -

2. APPRECLITION

The Executive ¢f the Zvangelical Fellowship of South Africa appreclates

the good work being done at CCIESA, and assures you of our contimued pruyers
for a succassful outcome. Ao have urged our Memders to affirm this by
voting YES in the Referendum, where they are eligibles to vote.

3. SUBMISSIONS

Ve wish to make the following submissions, urging you to consider them
positively:

3.4 THE RULE CF LAW Working Groups 2 snd 3

EFSA saffirms the need to maintain the Rule of Law during any trensiticnal
sarTengepent prior to the acceptance of a new Caonstitution, as well as under
the new Comstitution.

1,2 THE SEPARATICN OF CHURCE AND STATE Working Group 2 -

By eandorsing the concept of 'the separstiocn of Church and State' =FSA re-
cognises the distinct spheres of responsidility which each has been given
by God. Each is respeasidle te God. The two exist in one natica, and thus
cannot serve in isolaticn frax each other. The Church must subsit to the
State, even when it spesks with a prophetic velce to the State., The State
mast consider seriously this prophetic voice of the Church, whea it speaks
frog the Ford of God., In a sense, the Church is the conscience of the State,
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*Ong in Christ that the World may Believe”
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3,3, PREECM OF FELISICN Forking Growp 2 apd Bill of Rights
We sffira toet the Gesic princizle of Treedom of Religicn in axy mation is ths
obligstion of govermxent 1o sllow each religicu to be practiced and prepasetes
freely - not to Jiscricinate s@pinst, 3T show favouritise to, ¥ ors -eligion.
The right %o couvert from cne religicn to another should e upneld. Freeditm
of Religion does pot mean that azy ~rinas that maY be comnittsd in the raze -y
a religion are exexpt froa prouwtion by the State.

TION

TS

Bill of Blgnts

Fe belisve the Right to Life should te written ioto tbe B411 of Rights, and
protected by the Copstitatica and Judielary, 12 suck & way that the rights of
an unborn child are protectsd as strongly &s tbe rights of & child/perecn sfter
wirth. In affect, tois Qeans Lhat there should »e 1O TOW for the relsxation
of the presest abortion legislation. ZFSA subzits the following reascas {among
others):

. Haman life 19 veluable and precicusde. (As Christians, we believe ttat this i3
oecause hupankicd was pade in the insge of God, and 13 protected Y Eis lsws)

v. Bumen life tegins st conoepticn, sad 30 sust be protected fr® conoeptiod.

ce. All who axe cocmitted to defending the rights of the voicelsss, powerless

and parginalised in scciety, o8 pecislly those who have been jnvolved io the

1iverstico struggle in Just sugh & caude, are logically ccmmitted to defend-
ing the pights of the acst powerless of all ~ the upbord badye.

4. Against those who clain that Abertion s orly, SF chisfly, the oonoerz of
woaen ("It is MY body, 80 L can decide"), we affirm that everywoe, uals apd

remals, Was ooce an upkorn badbye Tyerycose's existence Was cace at stake, md
abortion been leglaised. '

s, Ne bellave in "Women's Choloe®, but affire thet it should be exercised FRIOR

Lo pregnancye Jdeally, the choice should ta "No" to aex oatslds of marTisge-

But even where this ideal is aot followed, the choice should be to use w0
methods of cogtraception simultanecuslye mere is little excuss for an

gawanted pregoanaye

£, The effect of freely availadle legal abtorticn will be to further prutalise
our society - & socisty thet 1s fast losing respect foF o1l bugsn life. We
want to mt all the brakes oo the oycle o violezce in T land.

3,9 T OP TC 108 Yorking Group 1

We belisve that Tdeas cannot ve bamped. To Ty %o do 80 only drived then
nundarground”, where the £1lourish, grow and spread because of o aystique which
they would never deserve in the openness of public dsbate. The oaly route
foxward is the way of Toleraticte This appiies %O religion a8 well as %o
politics. 7atimidation, sod the de fasto division o certain areas into blocs
"pelonging” %O ¢E Inkatba and ANC, militate sgainst tolerance and fair access
vy sll perties %o potentisl voters. AL South Africans gust .. shew, by precey
and exasple. that tolerance, debste and negotisticn bring long-ter® solaticns
that intimidaticn, fear and violeoce ©ad paver dsliver.

Respectfully subnitted,

M
Hugh G Wetmore

Geparel Secretary
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