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KEY ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED:
( SEE AGENDA)
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solateq. siewed in a wider perspective the
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cepresent aspects of a search fcr a meaninaful and enduring process
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democratisation of the whole South African Society in a

=pheres of life, namely the political spnere, the socic-economic

spnere and the religious/cultural sphere. A meaningful ano enduring

arocess of cdemocratisation can only be attained if the interest

neecs z2no values of ail components of society zare harmonized.
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alvsing ana considering the identified issues due regard should

2 —t ig ecniv when
JEmMpCTasy: 12 not orly vicweo s merely & toncest; DUl 35 samething
~hat -=rmeates an0 animates the minags and livees 2f ail sectians =7
spcistv, that long-iasting peace and prosoeritv will e =zchievea.

THE MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION OF POLITICAL MINORITIES: THE POLITICAL

SPHERE.

ne cuestion of participation in the political process is
f tre whole question of democratisation. Participaticn in the

polisizal crocess By all settions af saciety Is the uery

emocTacy. The rzal question is however, the mechanisms 7

ansuring such ocarticipation.
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ring the cuestion of minorities one is immediately

cgnfrzonted by a cefinitional problem. 'While some authorities

define minorities in terms of numerical inferigsrity and the
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possession of certain characteristics such as langquage, culture and ¢

others definea minorities in terms of non-daominancy or

inferiority in regard to political, social and cultural matters.

12 mainly rfor this reason that certain people see the need for

protecting minorities against deprivation, prejudice or discrimination

by the majority as paramount.
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is that the neea for the orotection

=7 politizal minorities snould Ge tased on the necessiiy tc prevent
zne aguse of o2ower ov the majority acainst mineritiass in
22 is gur yiew that zhe protection of pclitical minoritiss neea rot b=

~gnstitutionally entrencned.

However, sucn participation in the political grocess may take place

by acreement.

ical carticipation may alsoc be effectively praotected through
solitical rights, such as the right freely to form pelitical parties,

T2 be members of such par

ot

ies, o practice political convictions

in a ceaceful manner anc to be nominated and elected to legislative,

sxecutive azng administrative offi

2 tegs

_t s=cuid therefore ce pointeo out that the cuestion of colitical
minorities can only te satisfactorily resolved in a democratic

zglitical Tramework in which human rights and fundamental freecoms, =saual
tights ano status of all citizens, the free exoression of 2ll ano the

mplementation of legal rules that place restraints on the abuse of

covernmental power are fullly recognized and entrencheag in the

his should be supplemented by faoste
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zoiitical a2nag social tolerance and a common nation
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ECONOMIC FREEDOM, GOVERNMENTAL INTERVENTION AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS:
THE ECONOMIC SPHERE.

The econamy of a society is its life. Without the free participation

3f all in the economic spnere the country as a whole will suffer.

The submission made in this brief is that economic freedom snould be

secured in an entrenched and justiciable Bill of Rights. This should
however, not be done in the sense of enforcing positive obligations
against tne state but rather in the negative sense that legislative

and executive acts shall not infringe economic freedom.

GCovernmental intervention should be minimal and confined only to instances
where it will be for the benefit of society as a whole or to enable

people disadvantaged for historical reasons to be on an equal footing with

other people. 3/



e gquasticn =f eccnomic systems hinges mainly on ideological

“imes however, :tnhe2 trena has
3 i o T

sconomy ©- some Torm eof 2 @

shoulgd te adgopted.

ACCOMODATION OF THE DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGES, CULTURES AND RELIGIONS:

This aspect is closely related to the question of groupings. Zur

view is tnat language, cultural and religious interests are best

accomodated by their protection in an entrenched and justiciable

Bill of Rights. This is a trend common to the Constitutions of the
major countries of the world and also finds expression in the
iniversal Declaration of Human Rights.
Lanquage:s Ue therefore say that there should be freedom of lanquaqe
zng that no language should be crohibited ano tnere snould
=e ne giscrimination con the grounag of the use of a
_anguage e2.g. Venda lanaquage.
.
Culture: The right f-eely to participate im the cultural life of the
community, to enjey the arts and to share in scientific

zdvancement and 1its benefits should be reconized and

respected by all. The emphasis here is that the right to

culture right amo not

as a group right. This does not mean however, that the

culture of a2 qroup should not te respected; on the
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ntrary aill cultures should exist harmoniousiy.

Religion: The right to freedom of religion and to manifest cne's

religion or belief in teacning, practice, worship and

ooservance should be .acknowledged without any limitations.

THE BILL/CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS:

.1 Nature and scope:

n

We are for a Bill of Rights based on universally recognised

principles of human rights and this should form an integral part

of the new constitution.
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tmere are oroblems surrounaing Thne ccntent
also guarantee all South
human rights sgciaten

cCountty.

inter-alia include, human dignity anc equality
sefore the law, right to life, right to liberty, rcight to
orivacy, riaht to property, freedom of expression, and freedom

of association.

Affirmative action:

Affirmative action becomes necessary where there is z need tao

1}

secure the advancement of certain groups of individuals requiring

such protection as may be necessary in order to ensure such
ar individuals equal enjoyment or exercise of human rights and

undamental freedoms.

Jur position in this brief is that the legislature
=mpowereg toc introduce by legislation crogrammes of
zction and vote funds therefor as may reasonably =¢

<o ensure through education and training, financin

and employment that all citizens have egual

of developing and realising their natural talents ano

potential

o the full. Any form of affirmative action shoulcd Lcwever, ce

~ontinued only until it ceases to be necessary.

Second General Rights:

Ye need further particulars on this topic before we

formulate any intelligible response.

THE ROLE OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS: _THE POLITICAL SPHERE:

The role of traditional leaders is a significant aspect of African

political life, especially in the rural areas.

The question which arises is at what level of government should
traditional leaders play a role; the central level, the reqional

level or the local level?
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Zur position in this paper is that the rcle of traci:tional lzagers
jld be confined mainly %2 the local level where, by virtue of

ir croximity with their =ubjects, they can play a meaningful and

against the participation of %traditional

egional levels are the following:

traditignal leagers, 2y virtue of their unifving role

non-partisansg

their power-base is mainly localized and traditional.

This coes not mean however, that traditionmal lsaders should not make
any contributions at the regional and central lesvel, but any role at
central lsvel by traditionmal leaders should ke based on orinciples

aplitics father: than on the vyery TAact . traditicnal

lszadershnip.

SELF-DETERMINATION: POLITICAL SPHERE:

The cuestion cof self-determination as it is presently debateg is

-

associated with the question of secession and partition.
Self determination is a rignht which is recognized in international law.
Houever, self-determination is an aspect which is only exercised by a
ot by 2 particular race. MNationnhood implies 2 comman
ity and any claim for seif-determination by a group (either
ethnic) within that natieon amounts fo a claim for secession
partition.

In International law a group (racial or ethnic) can only claim

secession, and only through negotiation, if it is oppressed. The

Afrikaner for instance cannot at this stage claim to be oppressed.
With regard to Black people as a whole once South Africa is fully

gemocratised oppression will no longer be an issue.

In the final analysis the opinion offered is that the principle of
self-determination should be viewed as applying to the whole

South African nation.
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‘hat srmould rather oe ¥fostered is to allay tTie tnecse
seople who fsel threatened, and as a result seek partition or
secession under the guise of self-determination. A solution to
this problem is the effective protection of the attributes such
lanquage, culture and religion in an entrenched and justiciable

Bill of Rights.

VENDA GOVERNMENT
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