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CODESA WORKING GROUP 2_ 

KEY ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED: 

( SEE AGENDA) 

  

represent aspects of a search for a meaninaful and enduring process 

er tne democratisation of the whole South African Society 

  

spheres of life, namely the politicai sphere, the socio-economic 

spnere and the religious/cultural sphere. A meaninoful ano enduring 

process of democratisation can only be attained if the interests, 

neecs ano values of all comoonents of society are harmonized. 

  

ivsing ano considering the identified 

  

sues due regard should 

tnere*cre ce given to tne tenets of 

        v, that ione-iastina peace and prosperit 

THE MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION OF POLITICAL MINORITIES: THE POLITICAL 

SPHERE 

  

The cuestion of participation in the politicai process is a reflection 

of the whole question of democratisation. Participation in 

by all sections of society 

l question is however, the     

3) o o 3 a e a o 4 ies 5 o o x o Q G © 0 ct ip o 3, o es 3 ie a ° 6 es ot i © 0 ° 3 o 

  

immediately 

  

onal problem. while some authorities   

define minorities in terms of numerical inferiority and the 

possession of certain characteristics such as language, culture and religion 

others definea minorities in terms of non-dominancy or 

inferiori ings     ard to political, social and cuitural matters. 

It is mainly for this reason that certain peoole see the need for 

protecting minorities against deprivation, prejudice or discrimination 

by the majority as paramount. 
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However, sucn process may take place 

by agreement. 

ation may also be effectively pratectea through 

such as the right freely to form political parties, 

  

sucn parties, to oractice political convictions 

in a ceaceful manner ano to be nominated and elected to legislative, 

  

office. 

pointeo out that tne question of 

  

satisfactorily resolved in a democratic 

which human rights and fundamental freedoms, equal 

o r a a izens, the free exoression of all ano the 

rules that place restraints 

  

fullly recognized and entrenchea in the 

  

should be supplemented by fostering a soirit of 

tolerance and a common nationality. 

ECONOMIC FREEDOM, GOVERNMENTAL INTERVENTION AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS: 

THE ECONOMIC SPHERE. 

The economy of a society is its life. Without the free participation 

of all n the economic spnere the country as a whole will suffer. 

The submission made in this brief is that economic freedom snould be 

secured in an entrenched and justiciable Bill of Rights. This should 

however, not be done in the sense of enforcing positive obligations 

against tne state but rather in the negative sense that legislative 

and executive acts shall not infringe economic freedom. 

Governmental intervention should be minimal and confined only to instances 

where it will be for the benefit of society as a whole or to enable 

people disadvantaged for historical reasons to be on an equal footing with 

other people. 3/ 
   



    
  

  

ystems hinges mainly on ideological 

  

nes however, 

    
ixea economy should te agopted. 

ACCOMODATION OF THE DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGES, CULTURES AND RELIGIONS: 

This aspect is 

  

sely related to the question of groupinas. 

  

view is that language, cultural and religious interests are best 

accomodated by their protection in an entrenched and justiciable 

Bill of Sights. This is a trend common to the Constitutions of the 

major countries of the world and also finds expression in the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Language: Ue therefore say that there should be freedom of language 
  zng that no Language should be srohibited ana 

  

snould 

  

the grouna of the use of a 

language e.g. Venda Language. 

Culture: reely to participate in the cultural 
  

community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific 

advancement and its benefits should be reconized and 

respected by all. The emphasis nere is that the right to 

culture should be protected as an individual right ano not 

as a group right. This does not mean however, that the 

culture of a group should not te respected; on the 

contrary ail cultures should exist harmoniously. 

Religion: The right to freedom of religion and to manifest one's 

religion or belief in teacning, practice, worshio and 

ooservance should be acknowledged without any limitations. 

  

5.1 Nature and scope: 

We are for a Bill of Rights based on universally recognised 

principles of human rights and this should form an integral part 

of the new constitution. 
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oolems surrounaing =he 

  

snould also guarantee all 

  

Q   human rights associatea witn setty 

  

    untcry. 

  

nter-alia include, human 

  

equal 

  

pefore the law, right to life, right to liberty, right to 

orivacy, right to property, freedom of expression, and freedom 

of association. 

wi n Affirmative action: 

Affirmative action becomes necessary where there is 2 need to 

secure the advancement of certain groups of individuals requiring 

sucn protection as may te necessary in order to ensure such groups 

or individuals equal enjoyment or exercise of human rights and 

Fundamental 

  

eedoms. 

  

ion in this brief is that the iegislature snould te 

zmpowerea to introduce by legislation orogrammes of 

  

ative 

act 

  

on and vote funds therefor as may reasonably se necessary 

to ensure through education and trainina, 

  

and employment that all ci 

  

izens have eaual cpcort 

  

of developing and realising their natural talents ano potential 

to the full. Any form of affirmative action should however, se 

sontinued oniy until it ceases to be necessary. 

  

3 Second General Rights: 

We need further particulars on this topic before we could 

formulate any intelligible response. 

6. THE ROLE OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS: THE POLITICAL SPHERE: 

The role of traditional leaders is a significant aspect of African 

political life, especially in the rural areas. 

The question which arises is at what level of government should 

traditional leaders play a roles; the central level, the regional 

level or the local level? 

S/eeeee 

    
 



    

Sur position in this paper is that the rele of tracitionai leacers 

snould te confined mainly *9 the local level wnere, by virtue of 

cneir sroximity with their subjects, they can olay a meaninaful and 

  

‘ue role. 

the participation cf tragit ee onal 

  

evels are the following: 

1, traditional leaoers, dy virtue of their unifying role should be 

non-partisan; 

nN » their power-base is mainly localized and traditional. 

This ccoes not mean however, shat traditional leaders snould not make 

any contributions at the regional and central level, but any role at 

traditional leaders should te based on orinciples 

   an on the very t of traditional lead     

SELF-DETERMINATION: POLITICA 

  

SPHERE 

  

The question cf self-determination as it is presently debated is 

associated with the question of secession and partition. 

Seif determination is a rignt which is recognized in international lau. 

However, self-determination is an aspect which is only exercised by a 

  

nd mot by a particular race. Nationhood implies 2 common 

  

er ethnic) within that nation amounts to a claim for secession 

In International law a group (racial or ethnic) can only claim 

secession, and only through negotiation, if it is oppressed. The 

Afrikaner for instance cannot at this stage claim to be oppressed. 

with regard to Black people as a whole once South Africa is fully 

semocratised oppression will no longer be an issue. 

In the final analysis the opinion offered is that the principle of 

self-determination should be viewed as applying to the whole 

South African nation. 

  
  

 



what snouicd tered is to alla 

    seople who feel threatened, and as a resu 

secession unger the guise of self-determination. A solution 

  

this problem is the effective protection of the attributes such as 

language, culture and religion in an entrenched and justiciable 

Bill of Rights. 

VENDA GOVERNMENT 

/smm. 

++---0000000... 

  
 


