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MEMORANDUM TO CODESA WORKING GROUP NO. 4 

ASSIGNMENT: FUTURE OF TBVC STATES 

In South Africa two libraries are recognized as national 

libraries in terms of the National Libraries Act, 1985. They are 

the South African Library, Cape Town, and the State Library, 

Pretoria. Thi two libraries hold valuable collections of 

materials relating to South and southern Africa as well as 

materials in other fields of knowledge. They are open to all and 

are used by researchers, scholars and citizens throughout South 

Africa and abroad. The national libraries provide support 

services in respect of the national bookstock, bibliographic 

(book finding) tools, resource sharing and the preservation of 

our national literary and scholarly heritage to all libraries in 

South Africa. in this way the national libraries enable then to 

fulfil their educational and informational tasks. 

  

In terms of the Legal Deposit of Publications Act, 1982, the two 

national libraries, together with three other libraries, the 

Library of Parliament, the Bloemfontein Public Library, and the 

Natal Society Library, each receive a copy of each book, 

periodical, newspaper or other publication published in the 

Republic of South Africa. The materials collected in terms of 

legal deposit are used to constitute a comprehensive collection 

reflecting the literary and scholarly heritage of South Africa, 

for the compilation of the South African national bibliography, 

an authoritative record of South 'Africa’s book production, for 

purposes of resource sharing, and for the delivery of information 

services. 

When the TBVC states became independent, the existing South 

African legal deposit legislation ceased to apply to these 

states. These states also established their own national 

libraries. The governments of Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei 

entered into agreements with the RSA concerning the performance 

of certain national library functions and the delivery of legal 

deposit materials to the State iibrary. These agreements have 

proved difficult to implement. Asa result, materials published 

in the TBVC states are not adequately represented in the 

collections of South Africa’s national libraries. This leaves 

gaps in the national libraries’ collections which impede current 

information and document delivery functions and will impede 

future research on South Africa.’ 

We recommend that if the TBVC states are re-incorporated into 

South Africa 

ay Measures be taken, when the existing intergovernmental 

agreements lapse, to ensure that ‘legal deposit and certain 

related functions of the national, libraries of these states are 

transferred without disruption ta South Africa’s national 

libraries. 
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2. Measures be taken to ensure that gaps in the collections of 
South Africa’s national libraries in respect of legal deposit 
materials emanating from these states during their period of 
independence, are filled. 

3. "National library" functions presently carried cut by the 
national libraries of the TBYC states, that can more efficiently 
be performed centrally, be transferred to South Africa’s two 
national libraries. 

4. The TBVC national libraries be incorporated into appropriate 
regional structures for the provision of public, community and 
achool libraries. In certain cases where considerable library 
progress has been made, as in Bophuthatswana, the national 
library service could become the nucleus of a library service 
serving a region of South Africa. 

P J Lor, Director, The State Library, FP O Box 397, Pretoria, 0001 
P E Weetra, Director, South African Library, P O Box 496 Cape 

Town, 8000. 
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Eric Stillerman argues for the establishment of an economic convention 

Harness all sides to ‘Ecodesa’ 
ae emergiog political consen- 

sus in Codesa has now put the 
emphasis on the need for a similar 
forum, of equal standing, to ad- 
dress socio-economic develop- 
ment in South Africa. 

The success of Codesa depends 
‘on the maintenance of the balance 
of economic, military, internation- 
al and people power between the 

participating and non-participat- 
he parties, in the new dispensa- 

thon. 
‘The concepts of sufficient con- 

sensus and a balance of power - 
promise to create the requisite le- 
gitimacy for the new government 
and the enforceability of the new 
constitution. 

While Codesa negotiates the 
balance of power in the new con- 
Sutution, a forum equal to it is 
needed to address the vital issues 
and needs for socio-economic de- 
velopment. Such a forum may be 
appropriately called Ecodesa — 

Economic wention for De- 
velopment in South Africa. 

The concept is being discussed, 
by interested parties, including 
the Consultative Business Move- 
ment (CBM) , Fedhasa, Sacob, the 
Afrikaanse Handelsinstituut, the 
Chamber of Mines , Seifsa, Cosatu 
and Nactu (National Council of 
Trade Unions). 

_ This week, more than 60 repre- 
| Seatatives from business and la- 
. bour met under the chairmanship 

of Barlow's John Hall, and agreed 
oa the need for an economic 
forum. The issue now centres on 
the composition, scope, mandate 
and sien agenda aol an eco- 
nomic policy-mal jy. going 
beyond informal consultatica. 

1 Economic policy is currently in 
‘a stalemate, caught between the 

competing priorities of govern- 
ment, business and the dlack 
movements. Government, which 
normally bas @ sole’ mandate, is 
unable to devise or implement 
short or long-term economic poli- 
cy with any degree of confidence 
or consistency, 

The need for an economic poli- 
cy-making forum has so far been 
advanced by the ANC. Cosatu and 
Nactu as weil as Sacob and 
the CBM. 

The urgency is highlighted by 
the prevalling economic recesston 
and uncertainty towards the fu- 
ture. Ecodesa should thus not be 
delayed until the completion of 
political negotiations, but be con- 
vened as an early priority, rua 
ning concurrently w:th Codesa 

lle the ANC and its allies are 
excluded from economic policy- 
making, the threat of destabilisa- 
tion and nationalisation bedevils 
local confidence and foreign in- 
vestment. The formation of Eco- 
desa will allow a concrete policy 
framework to be developed now, 
based on a negotiated pragmaiic 
consensus, stimulating coafidence 
and investment. 
Any efforts by the key partici- 

pants individuaily are ualikely to 
succeed as ownership by il stake- 
holders is the overridiry call and 

ethos today. Informa! contacts be- 
tween the parties also fall short of 
a legitimate common forum, with 
decision-making responsibility. 

Government's Department of 
Economic Co-ordination has not 
yet succeeded in achieving co-or- 
dination within government, let 
alone with other stakeholders. The 
recent appointment of Derek Keys 
to this ministry promises that at 
least Government. business and 
the Public Service may be more 

effectively co-ordinated. 
Development agencies, such as 

the Independent Development 
Trust ard the Development Bank, 
lack the broad base of support and 
policy framework aecessary for 
the effective application of their 
source of funds. 

Business has convened various 
forums, for instance Sacop, Sacco- 
la and the Consultative Business 

Movement. i 
The Mass Democratic Move- 

ment has established the National 
Development Forum (NDF) to 
clarify and consolidate its own po- 
sition, in preparation for a 
broader-based forum. The ANC 
has indicated that it favours a def- 
inite role in economic policy deci- 
sion concurrently with Cc 

It is rapidly emerging that the 
major players snare a common 
goal and agenda for economic po!- 
icy co-operation. The time is now 
Tipe to harness these separate en- 
deavours in a genuine forum, em- 
bodied in the concept of Ecodesa. 

While Ecodesa might be set up 
under the auspices of Codesa, its 
mandate would be more immedi- 
ate and proactive, with long-term 
policy implications. Codesa has 
not included economic issues in its 
primary mandate and agenda. 

Ecodesa’s initial objectives 
would focus on the co-ordination 
of a broadly based socio-economic 
development. Ecodesa would pro- 
vide a constructive balance be- 
tween Government and the key 
participants in the economy main- 
taining a sense of mutual confi- 
dence and long-term commitment 
to development. 

‘The age of rigid political eco- 
nomic ideology has given way 
worldwide to a more pragmatic 
approach towards effective eco- 

nomic development. 
The major parties are also co 

verging towards a pragmat 
framework for a mixed econom 
The lack of a common framewor 
underties the prevailing sense 
paralysis and uncertainty, wi 
dire socio-economic consequence 

The fruitiess debate continu 
over Government  interventk 
versus ng enterprise. Gover 
ment and private en 
should not be ia conflict bet 
consensus: The Pacific Rim cov 
tries are the most successful ¢ 
amples of government/priva 
sector consensus and co-operati: 
for development. 

The political industrial allian 
is also well established in su: 
bastions of free enterprise as t 
West. Similarly, other econom 
participants, such as trade unior 
are an integral part of econom 
policy co-operation in many a 
vanced economies. 

South Africa needs a policy | 
both rapid growth and the equi! 
ble distribution of economic 
sources. A large degree of cons 
Sus exists as to these goals. 

However, no clear progress 
evident towards either fr 
growth or distribution. In the 
sence of a proactive strate 
framework, growth is curren 
negative, with progressively |}: 

to distribute. 
Lip service to either goal Is 

substitute for a concrete act. 
plan to achieve both amidst 
climate of social unrest. unc 
tainty and the spectre of nation 
isation. 
@Eric Stillerman is director 
Lendon School of Managem 
and Economics and of Strate 
Management Services. 0 

  

  
 


