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the confirmed deaths that have heen brought to the 

atteation of the HRC, These Higures do not purport 10 be the exct number of deaths, which io &ll 

likelihood is higher. [l figures included in this repott are § higher than those released by the HRC 

£ doaths were received 100 late 

L 
COmmght on Statistics 

August’s death toll ip down from last month's il of 206. The toll of 184 is still extremely high, 

¢ 3 years. The monthly average for 1993 in Naal is 144 

119 in 1992 
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p&emen, including Wmember of the ISU; wft!;e killed. Ten people were killed in commuer attacks and two deaths fvere recorded in bosieds - one at the KwaMashu Men’s Hostel and one at Glebelands in Umlaz. Ni 

     

   

During August more thin 70 homes were in political violencs. In botk Ezakheni and Bhambayi over 30 hordes were bumt. Homes ere also burns In Appelsbosch, KwaMashu, Sundumbili, Qinabout §nd Dlangezwa. There 3te numerous accounts of families living la the veld or in bushes to escape the violence. Most of dq’n[bepsaple do not know when their lives will r - nto il ) ; 
aormal. 

Rewruing displacee y 
KwaNdengezi in 1990, 
on their homes. The di:    Jax have been victimised by a large group of youths 

[ed the "Varavara" g - 23 well as elders from the community. The 
<hat the KwaZulu Poliee ere working together with the gang and elders to 
In May one of the y ths was killed and homes belonging to the parents of 
This month, 3 youths were seriously injured when they were shot at. 
n Child and Famity ‘clfa.te Saciery, the attackers were 2 respected elders of KwaNdengezi. Theyjalleged thar the aitackers were later joined by youths from the grea and 

KwaZulu policemen. 

The Pinetown Child ar 
fieldworker had been 
gun-running, he had 
Pinetown offices. Oncefp wesk they are given food - for most of them this is their only soures of food. The youths are exfremely disillusioned, They say that they want to be able 1o lead normal 
lives and continue with their education so that Hhiey car secure some kind of future for themselves. 
They say that their lack pf allegiance to the K\Yi’Zulu governmeat, the local chief and the IFP, 
means that thay will be integrated into the community. They say thar elthough they arc 
unarmed they are seen a8 a threat to the KwaZy 1}.1 government and the IFF in KwaNdengez as they 
toyi-toyi in the street enfl chant ANC slogans. T 
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Focus on Bhambayi 

The month of August salv an incresse in dea:hs"in Bhambayi from the 10 recorded in July 10 23 In August. The 8th Augustisaw the violeat and bliédy launch of an 1EP branch in the Bhambayi 

  

squatter seulement. Ning pecple were killad, 11 bthers injured and 18 houses burnt in violence surrounding the launch, {The branch was launched in Bhambayi following the alignment of the 
"Green" faction with thel [FP, With the launching of an IFP branch the conflict which has claimed over 200 lives in 7 moaths and which begaa u?; tnternal ANC conflict over civil issues, has now become a political war, i 

  The conflict in the Estzol ‘embezi region hizs acquited a seemingly recognisable partern. 
Whereas it began, ten v 230, as faction Aghting within the Estcourt Taxi Association (2 member 
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NBTA), it has recently political. However, the matte is complex and - 

causes are overlapping dnd multidimensional. ing to shopowner, Mt Wahhead, it is *difficalt 

to say whete the politicsl and commercigl-co ; rive lines can be drawn. Both are runaing 

lel to one znothes, Eadt uses the other 1o bolster support”. Thus, where 

dralry between one taxilowner and ancther, the guise of political fvalry can 

b nt that person’s dLgh. Furthermote, there appears to be an element of 

~and It is allegad thatjgertain taxi ‘warlords® bave beea implicated in the 

bain “Macox’ is-one of Hhose allegediy charging taxi’s who enter the rank 

cting their access If they could not pay up. A Mr Duke Mbongwa. 2 

bezi, has also been iplicated in "thuggish" artacks on ANC members in 

broad daylight in the Eqtcourt town. According (o ANC spokespersan, Macduff Mbatha, thres such 

antacks occurred on the 29th of May, the 9th of July and the 16th of July, respectively. It was 

alleged that in early Aufust Mbongwa perscndily assaulted 5 ANC members who then had to flee 

from Loskop to Wembzi. As  result of these/gracks the ANC has been refusing to participate in 

the Local Dispute Resojution Comaittee, bec+use they Beel thar the police are not responding 

adequately to anscks oy their merobers. l‘ 

crimizality or “thugge 

oagoing iblente. A ced 
exorbitant rates, and 

According to Lieutenage van der Westhuizen, Ll}e 4 factions withip the Taxi Association only 

became politically alighed when both the Estdours town itself and the adjacent Wembezi township 

became clearly demarcgted into ANC and sections. Although some members of the Taxi 

association are neutral the majoricy is IFP aligned. According to the ANC, the conflict really began 

last year in December, after ANC eommuwnEere harassed at the Alexander Scrsat taxi rank which 

is ta che "IEP section” bf the town, One ANCimember was killed in December and 2 in January, in 

attacks at the taxi rank] As @ result the ANC slpporters sougit alternative transport and arranged 

alternative pick-up pothts in the "ANC sectiop! of Estcourt. At the beginning of August 1993, the 

;ation condemned those whiywere providing this alternetive transport and baaned 

them from using the Eftcourt/Wembezi roads. This decision fanned the conflict, The majority of the 

_ antacks have been on 4 C supporters or thosk claiming pelitical neutrality but thete have aléo been 

retaliatory antacks by the ANC on the IFP. Aq example of the later wes the indlscriminate shooting 

of commuters waitingfat the (1FF) Alexander(Taxi rank. Attacks ranged from home attecks, such as 

the killing of Mr Mayfsele and two others from his fawily (he had been transporting ANC 

members), 10 commuter artecks, such as 1he ghooting of 3 mag by gunmen in 8 Ford Minjbus, and 

the shooting of nurseg(causing only oze inju’rfi) ¢#rom a green Cressida, allegedly belonging to an 

1FP supporter. ¥ 
i 

The Estcount situatiod provides a case study ; E a situation pot unitke that of Bhambayt, where 

previously civil and 8 belo-economic eoailict Bas acquired a potitical tenor. Especiaily jathe 

countdown to electiogs, it is presumed that :tqs struggle for power between the rival political parties 

will sssume ever morf brutal proporions. |1 
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