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PROPOSAL FOR A MARCH/RALLY FOR END OF VIOLENCE AMONG AFRICANS
BY
HERBERT W. VILAKAZI
UNIVERSITY OF ZULULAND

(10 October 1992)

Since the very beginning of the terrible violence going on within
the Africamn political community, I have been pleading and
proposing that only the collective determination and actionm of
the African community, represented by the top African leadership
of political, civic, and religious bodies, can begin the
reconciliation necessary, among African people, which shall lead

to the fimal end of this fractricide.

We must mobilize the COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP of the African
community, and the CULTURE of the African people, towards ending

this violence.

[ am suggesting the staging of an event, around which we should
focus, mobilize, and organize, the attention and emotions and
minds of our people, in a way similar to the manner in which the
emotions, minds, and attention of our people were focussed,
mobilized, and organized around the release of Dr. Mandela from
prison on that entire day in 1990. That focus of the Press and
statements ignited and mobilized the imagination, emotions, and

minds of the entire world around the figure of Nelson Mandela and
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nogat) the figure of Dr. Mandela.

YIOLENCE within the African political communiby i3 &0 15508 wihisH
iz the most s2rigus concern of simost all African psopls in this
land. The African Tamily 4is AT war wihj Ltt=selry =1 g

vioLence, is on the African community itsalf.

u: g T £y z=d et
political leadership being attacked ang assassinated may be, Lhe
averwnelming majority of people embroiled in  this viclence., and
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ural, pesople of the Africam  communiiy, Ln sgquathe

@se pecpls are smphatically non-HWestarn. but are

means “hat, for best affect, these African necopla

-oached through the medium of African Uil turs and

languages.

Hore lias the biggest cause of the failure of the Feace Accord,

20 var, namely, that the entirs project is conceived through the

medium  and imagination of Western, =ducated, =zulture, and ihe
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movaments work with, assist,

ver those that =till needsd Lo be won over, and work towards

cials eEopls speErating aithin hese structurses —adjusting Thed
azCordLngly These were the two aoptiorns open.

mst people who ook thenselves Loo seriously as progressives
and  as S ravolutionaries’, thought that the answer was very
they opted faor boycotting these areas, declaring all

s Aand

My nosition was that liberation movements ars duty-—iound htc apt
for the other policy —if we wished %o avoid disaster, not just

pmolitical but moral disasters, hen, fifteen, twenty vyvears hence.

My advice, based on the study of the axperiences of other
liberation movements around the world, was that we =hould avoid
labelling these pecple and leaders "e2nemies’; that we should

avold driving these people against the wall (for obvious reasons:




L

~2 all should know drivan against the wall, &nd
aressed to probable ars apt Lo raspond! ) that our
starting-point should B2 that all &frican pesople v oy
= R momelands’ p=opla, should SELll & TN
- N
IroThers and sishers who o must =) a2 loea in SheE =

i
C
e
b
1]
i

I
T
i
b
s
L

i
£

|1}
i
o
i

o
p
i
o

+
F
[
(]

11
n]
n
|.l
it
l.J
Li
3
il
2
i

=
Fa
1i]

woiald e sure, soons2r or later, to see ourselves and all aAtrican

] ca in ‘homeland
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1 Eo the leadership

. UNITY MOVEMENT, &nd SACF, as well as to the

Hlack Consciousness Movement lzaders abroad. !

af the paper +to Chief Buthelezi, when we met in New VYork in L9753

I© FEa
Untortunately, most oFf bhe leadearship of ha St Lo

movaments, did not accept ay sdvicea. They opteag for boycotting
and waging a liberation struggle even against bthe leadership of

‘anelands.

This, in my view, was a terrible mistake, for which I was sure we
would pay a terrible price ten, fifteen, and twenty years into
the Future, the terrible price we are currantly paying. [ was

particularly alarmed, as, then, about two-thirds of the Afirican
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lived in rural arsaz, 1n the very areas rea-dsefi

Emers as "homelands.” Aboub half of the total Africzan popu

ulation,

oday . ztill lives in these areas; and, vary wall swarse of Lhs
g tians, personalities, and  psyvchology, of rurasl
oEopla, E also knew that there is hardly a per: in Aa fa

ons in rural culture, anywhere in the world., «who ooss nch

mave = following; therefore, that a struggle against such lzads=rs
would ne most divisive in the African political community.
)

and  down the2 lsngth of the entire counhtry, & iine that ran over
*he vary bellv-button of our African people. was, 14 my oOp
mlearly & suicidal line for the liberation

futura. It was cl2ar to me, then., almost twenty

nomelands’ , and  rural-based African politicas

constitute a giganti rock wupon  which ouwr libarartion

b

thaalf to sieces, weakness, and confusion. Lowarnsd

strongly in the manuscript about the terrible danger of a Wi

liberation theory. which would later turn the raw

anotions of Lmmatur=2, noliticized African youth against th

‘-ican people on the other side of the ‘raed line’ .

Alas! the leadership of the '‘nrogressive’ liberation movements
Rave not been wise enough te turn ‘homelands , and rural-based

African political leaders, into a gigantic rock upon which White
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=triling to me. and AN =2uample  of the copntinuation of this

hlindness, that some of the NSt SEograssive igadars
and itddeclogists of the liberation struggle, still conc=ive of 3

‘ot oppresesad seopls in Africa, witbhout

momelands’ oy " hantustan leaders.

[n the Luthuli, Sobukwe, Biko Memorial Lecture, in Cecambar 1999

"

warnsd  an shouted again, to no avail. The last words of  ay

LEctyre read as foll

W]
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e homelands are the ey to the =

struggle. The Boers crsated homelands precisaly oecause of

fhat —fto weaken and cripple the freedom struggls, ho divide

s, And we fell into the trap." (Iribute, RApril L9920, p. &L13
g corract bthis bterrible nlstake: nd caorrecting Lt memans
rabbet pablicly admitting that we made a mistake, AMMQUNCing
course ., The public  admission of political Ak @n, Dy

apolitizal le=aders, is a very impoartant moral lesscon  for society:

it iz an avent which humanizes politics and radeems political

!maders as human beings. [t is alsc a great act of reconciation.

The violence in the African political community, in our time,

Cuns through this “red  line’ ., which was drawn vears &go by nost

3

eologists and lesaders of liberation movements, a “rad iine
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marson, Trom this vislence, originates from this “red lirme’ which
waES drawn vesrs 2503 =0 doss tne poliscning of the spiriztusl

m2alth of our sntire African community.

We must  put a stop to hhis violence, and heal our communiiy. A
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restoration of oeace, bhrothernood, and

sisterhood, within *the African community, L35 o
m@2moval af thiz ‘red line’ drawn vears ago. incorrescitly, s most

wdmologists and leaders aof liberation movementz, a line, in fact,

which was =zimply superimposed upon, and followed, th line dirawn

malicigusly by Boers t+to aid their supremacy ove
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Eruth, was leading whom?

In 2an interview, which appeared ! on CCY Television 7:00 p. m.
Naws, on ? October 1292, FAC Fresident Makwetu, being =2ntertained

5y the King of the Zulus, kKing Goodwill Zwelithini, =aid that he




hoped the bond of brotherhood and friends

netween FAC and Kwalulu

hip

lzadership, ~would =2xtend and become 3
zond o7  Srotherhocod and  friendship  $hroughout the @african
TammUnity  Ln the zountry. [ propose we take praciical steps fo
nmake thia s reality, thareby heiping =ffechtivel o &na this
viclenca. I propose that the leadership of IFF and FAC ‘“ake the
following proposal  into consideration, and, i¥ acczptabis, seek
o implement it as soon as possible:

SROFOSAL
i propose a march/rally of the sntire African community lad by
he ring, aramount Chists, and other ftraditiona @aders, the

political, religious, a

such as I[FF, FAC, ANC, AZAFOD, Fresident Ma

=nd all sther leadership of 211 indepsnd
teErritoriss, af ILE,
sther Hisnops and Archbishops of Africa

Tiitu, or. Uhikane, leaders of Traditional
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Izangocma, Ho

"eachers’ Assocliations, Students’

JRCEANIZATIONS, Sports Associaticns, Trade

We may =2ven consider inviting prominent

states, 2.9.. Hresidents Mug

¥ing Mswati, =tc., etc.

ngope,
ent and salf-governing
Sishop Mogoba, and all

r Shurches, Archhisno
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THE FOCUs oF THIS MARCH/RALLLY IS ENDING VICLENCE WITHIN
AFRICAN FOLITICAL COMMUNITY. AND AFFIEMATION AND FORGING OF HOMNDS
T BROTHERHOOCD, AND HUMANISM, AMONG AFRICAN FEOFRLE
The i

SIETERHCOD

zmotlio

LS. mobiliz=s, and JMTganlze tha
= imaginations, and minds of ordipary african DERo D LE
around he issue of peacse brotherhood, ;
CiLIMAan Lsm

and
among A

Underlinin aitomatically defines thae
saliural nedium through  which we =zhall attempt  “2 communicats
sith ouwrr Deople, and ohs key leaders of the march/ /rally. k=)
dominant nedivum shall he culture, and the bsyvy l=zaders
znall be Africans,
This zmbhatically does not 2xclude moOn—ATrioans Fram
~ticipating in ths march/rallyv. All AE Are  Saying is that
zinmece this is war within the

= El
ATrican family,

zan Tamily
and since the overwnelming najority of

the aAfrican family are culturally non-Western, we =hall be

compeiled to resort tgo the African

cultural

medium.

The dominant languages used should be (1) a Nguni language, (2) =
Zotho language, and (I) English for the media and
t“he march/rally; but

non—Africans
under

no
dominate the proceedings.

in
circumstances shouid English
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{We have rible problem, hers, indeed, an instance of psycho-

zathology  «hich was Drought about by the African 3lave Trade

eded a moral justification. [n this instance, the justificraricn
was  that the African was a "semi-animal."” Hers bagan A najor
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'semi-animal"” necame part and parcel

:f the inner personality of virtually all non—-Africans in racist
as an  upper-class person, walking through  a

Jhbourhond, at night, gets very anxzious and scared

to walk past a gatnering of lower-class people on

all non-Africans, particularly Whites., in racist

ztiruck by terrible fear to the very rootz of their
e neErsonalities, whenevar they se2, o —oncsive of AN

tion, 2r unity, aF ATrican oeoopls.

M)

e 0T, A large congieeq

2gation ot

ClnEy ssually feel vary thrzatened Dy such A song

=

va and their fear is cnly relieved when "their own’ AFE 1N
tha l2adership of such a congr2gation. We rzpeat: peace, unity,

Lova, brotherhood, sisterhood, and humanism, among Africans, L2 A

gre—requisite for peace, unity, love, brotherhcod, sisterhood,

and
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and humanity, bYetween Africans and Whites, between Afri
ali ron-Africans! So, non—-aAfricans, please., do not be =smcar=sg by

the sight of +the African family talking to itself, and sowing
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love, peace, unity, and humanism, w

HAFFEN AT THE CLIMAX OF THE HMARCH/

focussing on brotharh

Rumanizsm among African people. {(This

ithin

w g

el Ly”

oo,

mxclude brotherhood, sisterhcod, and

humanism with

non—Africans CWEYER, FEARCE, LUNITY,

BROTHERHCOD ., AND

SISTERHOCD, ~AND HUMANISH, AMONG AFRIC

ANS

S A FRE-
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CONDITICN FOR FEACE, UNITY., EROTHERHO

i“ID

AND HUMANTIEM BEETWEEN AFRICANS AND WHIT

[B=C

MDIANS, AFRICANS AND COLOUREDRS. That

that negotiaticons shal

an =nd to violence: a

LB owWny 2very one

1 not sucoeed

this
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within the African politic

al community,

Africans are divided and are at wa

White

m
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Churches, =g9., ZCC, =tc

Rituals for peace —-Izangoma. izinyang

Cultural items: *traditional! dances,

Distingished African

S0NgS,

visitors from neighbouring

ey with which

ieaders of African

a, =tc. ISIKHALLC.

etc.

countries
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he key aim hsre is to ignite the imagination and aspirations and
amotions of the entir2 African community around this issue of
Leaca arotherhood, sisterhosd, and MUmMAan1Sm Aamong GfrLCans .,
which w2 ndst have »aforsa we can have Droitherly and humanistic
relat;:.g with Whites, Coloureds, and Indians.

WE ANNOUNCE A NATIONAL AGENDA FOR FEACE, BROTHERHOOD, &I

GND HUMANISHM aMOMG AFRICAN FECFLE TN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY.

thiz national agenda  has  been  annhouncad, and  Afrizan

‘s emoticns and imaginations have been ignited arcund this

THEN, AND ONLY THEN CAN WE SUCCESSFULLY IMFLEMENT THIS

FREOGRAMME AT THE LSCRL LEVEL .
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ANC condemnes

positien \tself as a

etwesn IFF anc\ it=z=elf.

er party. or \@rganizatio

refusse Yo participate iR this march/Nally. and

enough oRganizations want\ to go ahead with it




