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CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES

The Ciskei Government believes that the peace and prosperity of a
future South Africa will depend on the successful formation of
regional structures. Regional decision-making and regional
self-determination accommodating the diversity of populations and
interests will be crucial to the creation of a stable and lasting
constitutional dispensation.

Ciskei recognises that, for historical, cultural and economic
reasons, it forms part of a larger region and cannot consider its
future 1in isolation. It accepts that its interests will have to
be considered in the context of its immediate setting and South
Africa as a whole.

Ciskei is committed, therefore, to re-incorporation into the new
South Africa but reserves the right to a defined regional
autonomy, to protect existing economic policies and strategies
for its economic development, to protect its civil service and
existing infrastructures and to protect the right of the people
of the region to promote their interests.

To this end, Ciskei considers it essential to articulate its
views in the decision-making process and has committed itself to
a meaningful contribution to the negotiating process in CODESA.
The negotiating process will, however, have to be conducted at
both the national 1level of CODESA and at regional and local
levels where awareness of the true needs and aspirations of the
people can be encouraged and support can be determined. Once the
constitution has thus been agreed on it should be tested in a
nation-wide referendum.

The Ciskei Government supports a non-racial, multiparty democracy
with a federal model of government in a united South Africa with
firmly entrenched rights for the federal structures. The
constitution which it envisages should materially correct the
injustices of recent decades, yet respect the realities of the
cultural diversity of South African society.

There should be a united non-racial multiparty democracy
‘with autonomous powers demarcated on a regional basis,
which powers are constitutionally entrenched under a
binding constitution.
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There should be separation of powers between the
Legislature, Executive and the Judiciary. AN
independent state institution, such as a Judicial
Service Commission, should be created to guarantee the
independence of the Judiciary.

Checks _and Balances

The separation of powers, providing checks and balances,
should be entrenched in a bicameral system at central
and regional government levels.

Bill of Rights and Responsibilities

There should be a justiciable Bill of Rights and
Responsibilities which should also emphasise the
responsibilities of citizens and should be upheld by an
independent constitutional court.

Universal Franchise

There should be a universal adult franchise based on the
principles of proportionality as well as other
principles to secure regional autonomy with regular
periodic free and fair elections in a multiparty system.

Entrenched Rights

Not only the rights of individuals, but also the powers
of regional and 1local government structures, should be
entrenched in the constitution.

The Executive should have emergency powers to protect
the integrity of the State and the individual under
extreme conditions which should be determined
constitutionally to protect the democratic order and
should under no circumstances destroy the nature of that
democratic order.

The exercise of emergency powers should be ratified by
Parliament = within a short fixed time span and be limited
to a specified period.

The Presidency

The Head of State should be a State President who has
the confidence of the people and will share executive
powers with the Prime Minister and the cabinet.
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The Central Government Executive

There should be: a carefully defined division of
executive powers between the State President and the
Prime Minister, who 1leads the cabinet, in a type of
cohabitation system.

The Prime Minister should form a multiparty coalition
cabinet which should enjoy the confidence of the
majority of the National Assembly.

The Central Government Legislature

The 1legislative powers should rest with a Bicameral
Parliament. There should be a National Assembly (Lower
House), with members reflecting a proportional
representation of the electorate. The Assembly should
exercise final budgetary control. There should be a
Senate (Upper House), with senators elected by both
Houses of the federal states, vested with supervisory
and scrutinising powers of non-fiscal legislation passed
by the National Assembly.

Both Houses should utilise multiparty standing
committees.

A _Federation of States

The diversity of cultures and regional interests of
communities should be reflected in the creation of
regional states with rights and responsibilities
entrenched in the constitution. The determination of
regional boundaries should rest with a Boundaries
Commission and should be based on cultural, economic,
technical and political parameters as determined by
consensus.

The State Executive and Legislature

The State Executive should consist of a Governor and
Secretaries of State heading government departments. A
bicameral 1legislative system should consist of a Lower
House, elected by proportional representation, which
exercises final budgetary control, and an Upper House,
elected indirectly by the wurban and rural local
authorities with representation of traditional leaders
where applicable.

Local Authorities

Local authorities should be urban and rural authorities

directly elected with provision for tradititonal leaders
in the rural local authorities where applicable. Local
autonomy and 1local characteristics should be guaranteed
in the constitution.



