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P.0O, Baox 307
Isando 1600
Dear Siars

WORKING GROUP 3: Transitional Arrangements

We believe that significant changes can be made during the
transitional period 1n relation to the demilitarization of South
African society.

The foilowing submission 1s therefore mace to Working Group 3 of
CODESA:

1. A copy of our submission to Working Group 2 1s enclosed. This
wi1ll explain what COSG 1s and what we stand for.

2. Even before any 1nterim government 1s set up, we request
CODESA to use 1its power to bring about the foliowing immediate
chanages:

(1) Conscription should be suspended immediately;

{117) A1l prosecutions of conscientious objectors should cease;
(111) There should be immediate full disclosure of aill
expenditure on security especially secret funding of special
projects and special forces.

3. As soon as an 1interim government 1s established 1t should
establish full, direct control over security matters, including
the defence establiishment and, 1n particular, ensure that:

(i) There 1s no expansion whatsocever of the aefence force;

{117) Any 1ncrease 1n security personnel should occur within the
police force, alone;

{(111) Neither the defence force nor conscripts are used to carry
out police duties;

(1v) The demilitarization of the police force commences
1mmediately; ;

(v) The manufacture and distribution of arms within the country
is brought under strict controil;

(vi) The export of arms ceases 1mmediately.

We thank you for the opportunity to place these concerns bpefore
you and trust that they will receive your close attention.

Yours faithfully

Paul Goller
on behalf of COSG
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SUBMISSIONS TO CODESA WORKING GROUP 2.

The Conscientious Objector Support Group (CO3G) submits the following
for the attention of members of Working GCroup 2 dealing with the
formation of a new constitution and Bill of Rights.

Lis lle support the adoption of a Bill of Rights as distinct
from the constitution itself.

2. We realise that at this stage your Working Group is dealing
with the process rather than the content of the new constitution
and Bill of Rizhts. YWe nevertheless feel that it is imporzant at
this early stage for all negotiation partners to be made aware of
the need for the right to Conscientious Cbjection to military scrvice
to be written into the Bill of Rights as a basic human right,

3. Zven if all of the groups represented at CODESA are against
any system of military conscription in the future, we none the less
foresee that a democratically elected government might at some stage
feel it necessary to introduce such a system oy legislation; hence
our emphasis on the need to protect <the rights of Conscientious
Objectors from the outset.

4, Furthermore, even in a non-conscripted army there 1is
a possibility of selective objection to a particular war. The most
recent example of this is the Gulf War of 1391 when approximately
3000 U.S. soldiers applied for Conscientious Objector status for
refusing on grounds of conscience to take part in the war against
Iraq. In our own history, the Union Defence Force of the Second World
War was an army of volunteers with a small Permanent Force core,
and provision was made for those who refused to fight outside the
borders of the Union of South Africa but were willing to remain part
of the Army and to protect the country from invasion.

5. Most countries of the Western world have the right to
Conscientious Objection written into their constitutions, and many
of the newly emerging states of the former Eastern bloc are doing
the same. A typical European example is Article 4 of the German
constitution ..."No person should be forced to perform military service
against the dictates of their conscience."

The following documents are attached:

* Pamphlet: "What is COSG?"

* (COSG's Policy Statement on conscription and Conscientious Objection,
adopted in September 1990.

* 1989 Resolution of the Human Rights Commission, U.N. Economic
and Social Council.

Your attention is also drawn to the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, article 18 dealing with the right to freedom of conscience
and article 3 the right to life.

Further documentation is available and can be obtained from COSG
P.0. Box 591 Kengray 2100C. i
Contact person: Nan Cross, phone (011) 614-7458. {}ﬁi:;/:ji:b’ﬂ



COSG Policy Statement

As discussed and agreed upon at the National
Conference of the Conscientious Objector Support
Group, in Johannesburg on 22 September 1990.

We believe that in a post-apart-
heid South Africa:

1. The right not to be conscripted
into an armed force should be en-
trenched in a Bill of Rights guar-
anteed by the constitution.

2. If there is conscription into
military service, a non-military na-
tional service should also be avail-
able. It should:

2.1.Beavailable on application
toanyone unwilling to do military
service.

22. Be independent of the
defence force.

2.3. Be of the same length as
actual military service.

2.4. Allow participantstoserve
in State or semi-State or in non-
governmental (welfare) organisa-
tions.

2.5. Those who choose non-mili-
tary service should not be penal-

‘ised in any way: this would in-

clude pay and service conditions.

3. Opting for non-military serv-
ice should be a matter of simple
choice; there should be noenquiry
into the motivation of anyone who
chooses non-military service.
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NATIONS /ADOPTED WITHOUT A VOTE 8 Narch 19897

{pﬂ; Economic and Social i
/) Council LIMITED

E/QN.4/1989/L, 69*
6§ HMacch 19589

Oclglinal:s ENGLISH

COM4ISSIOH OM IUMAN RIGHTS
Torty-€1fth sesslon
Aenda ltenm 1S

THE ROLE OF YOUTH I THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTIOHN OF
HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF COBCIENTIOUS -
OBJECTION TO HILITARY SERVICE

Austrla'®, Canada, Costa Rica**, France, Germany, Federal Pepublic of,
Hungacy**, Hethecrlands*®, Spaln and Sveden: draft cesolution

. Portugal and United Kingdom

Consclentlous objection to milltacry secvice

The Commlsslion on Human Rights,

Reafflirming that all Member States have an obligation to promote and
protect human tlghts and fundamental freedoms and to fulfil the oblligatlons

they have undertaken under the vaclous Internatlional human clghts Instruments,
the Charter of the Unlted Matlons and humanlitaclan law,

Hindful of acrticles 3 and 18 of the Unlversal Declacation of
Human Rights, which proclalm the clght to 1life, liberty and sacuclty of person
and the right to freedom of thouﬁht, consclence and relliglon,

o Ra-lssued for technical teasons.

e In accordance with rule 69, paragcaph ) of the rules of procedure of

the functlional commlsslons of the Economlic and Soclal Councll,

E/CH. 4/1989/L.69*
page 2

Bearing in mind that the International Covenant on Civil and pPollitical

Rights recognlzes that everyone has the right to freedom of thought,

consclence and relligion,

Bearing in mind also General Assembly resolutions 34/151 of

17 December 1979, which designated 1985 as Intecnational Youth Yeart:
Pacticipation, Development, Feace, 2037 (XX) of 7 December 1965, which states
that young people shall be brought up with an understanding, and In the
splrit, of peace, justice and respect for all persons, and 2447 (xx111) ot
19 December 1968,

Recalling Its resolution 40 (XXXVII) of 12 March 19681, in which It
pointed to the need for a better understanding of the clircumstances under
vhich military secrvice might be objected to on the grounds of consclence,

loting the Important role of youth In the promotion of Internatlonal
peace and co-operation as well as of human tights and fundamental freedoms,

Pecalling General Assembly resolution 33/165 of 20 December 1978, In
which the Assembly recognized the right of all persons to refuse secvice in
Member States to grant asylum or safe transit to another State, in the spicit
of the Declaration on Territorial Asylum, to persons compelled to leave thelr
country of natlonality solely because of a consclentlous objection to
assisting In the enforcement of apartheld through service In military or
police forces,

Expressing its conviction that consistent and slncere efforts on the par!
of all States aimed at the definitive removal of the threat of war, the
preservation of international peace, the reallzatfon of the right to
self-determination and the development of International co-oparation in
accordance with the Chacter of the Unlted lations would ultimately result In
the creatlon of conditions under which military service would become
unnecessary,

Taking into conslderation Its resolutfon 1984/33 of 12 Macrch 1984 and

Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/27 of 24 May 1984, by which Lt wa
decided to give the widest possible distribution to the teport prepatred by
Hr. Eide and Mr. Mubanga-Chipoya (E/CN. 4/5ub. 2/1983/30), with a view to

recelving comments from Governmants, relevant UnlEed Hat fone hetioe o 1



E/QI.4/19B9/L. 69*
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Pecalling its resolution 1987/46 of 10 Macch 1987 {n which it appealed tt
States to recognize that consclentious objection to milltary secvice be
considered a legltimate exercise of the right to freedom of thought,
consclience and religion recognized by the Universal Declaration of
Auman Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
that States refralin from subjecting to imprisonment persons exerclising this
right,

Recalling the comprehensive report submitted by Mcr. Elde and
Mr. Hubanga Chipoya on the question of conscientious objection to military
service containing conclusions and recommendations as well as the replies of-
Governments and international organizations to the Secretary-General's request
for comments and .observations (E/OM.4/1985/25 and Add. 1-4).

PFecalling the Sub-Conmission's report on the question of conscientious
objection to military service (E/QN.4/Sub.2/1983/30), which reflects the
relevant International norms and standards embodied In various human rights
fnstruments and describes State practice concerning voluntary or conmpulsory

performance of military service,

Taking into consideration that, although in soms States no provislion is

made In their domestic legislation concerning the recognition of conscientious
objection to military service, in practice they provide for non-combatant
service within the military framework and sometimes for civilian alternative
segvice,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General (E/Qi.4/1989/10),
Recognizing that conscientlous objection to military service derives from

principles and reasons of consclence, including profound convictions, arising
from religiocus, ewwewbyresmesad or similar mot lves,

1. Recognizes the right of everyone to have conscientlious objections to
military service as a legitimate exercise of the right of freedom of thought,
consclence and religion as laid down in articla 18 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights as well as article 18 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

2. MAppeals to States to enact legislation and to take maasures aimed st

exemption from milltary sarvice, on the basis of a genuinely held

E/CH. 1/1989/L. 69*
page 4

J. PRecommends to States “ith a 3system of :ompulsory nilltary service,
where such provision has not slready bean mada, that they .ntroduce [or
consclentious objectors various forms of nlterna;lve secvive which are
compatible with the reasons for conscienzlious objection, biaring In mind the
experience of some States in this respect, and that they rafrain from
subjecting such persons to Imprlisonment)

4. bPbrphasizes that such forms of alternative service oe in principle of
a non-combatant or civilian character, in the public intectst and not of a
punitive nature)

5. Recommends to Member Statas, Lf :tney have not alriady done so, that
they establish within the framework of thelr national lega’. system Independent
and impartial decision-making bodies with the task of dete:mining whether a
conscientious objection is valid in a specific case)

6. Requests the Secretary-General o transmit the taxt of this
resolution to all States Members of the Unlited Hatlons)

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report tc the Commission at
its forty-seventh session on the question of conscientious objection to
military service, taking into account the comnments provided by Governments and
further information received by him)

B. Decldes to consider this matter further at its focrty-seventh session
under the agenda ltem "The role of youth In the promotion and protection of
human rights, including the question of consclentious objection to military

service”,



Do you want to get
involved?

If you are an objector orinterested in support-
ing C.0.s, your help willbe appreciated by all
C.0O.s. Register your concern by joining COSG.

If you could benefit from our services, or know
anyone who could, please write to COSG at
one of the following addresses or phone one
of the people listed below:

Cape Town

P O Box 13032
Mowbray
7705

Ivan Toms - 021-6892866 (h)

Durban

P O Box 2861
Durban
4001

Michael Graaf -031-210845 (h)
Richard Steele - 031-3015663 (w)
and Anita Kromberg

Johannesburg

P O Box 591
Kengray
2100

Nan Cross ~011-6147458 (h)
- 011-3392616-fw)

Conscien’rious
Objec‘ror
Suppor’r

Group

What is
COSG?




What is COSG?

The Conscientious Objector Support Group
(COSG) was established in 1979 to support
conscientious objectors (C.O.s) who had been
imprisoned for refusing to serve in the SADF.
We are a national organisation committed to
non-racialism, non-sexisrn and democracy.

jon In the interests of bulldlng a just peace
Inour country; '
5 To work for improvemon’ts in legls! aﬂon

'.'4. To oppose. miltarisation and conscrlm '

-Whom do we he|p?

Wwe support C.O.s who refuse to be con-

scripted forreligious, ethical, moral or political

reasons as well as their families and friends.

We help C.O.s:

- facing trial and in jail;

- dolng community service or serving as
non-combatants in the SADF;

- evading conscription inside South Africa;

- who went Into exile and have returned.

What do we do?

COSG offers aforumin which issues related to
objection can be discussed. (Through this we
provide support to C.O.s and those close to
them.) We can provide specific servicesin the
areas of support , campaigns and trials.




