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What ahe human hights? What makes them tights and who

detehmines this?

Human tights aha those ?ights which beiong to peop1e as

peopTe. They are inthinsic to the natuhe of being human

beings. The function of the 1ega1 system and the mohaI system is

to acknowiedge them...not to cheate them...and to cheate the

fohmu1ations and the mechanisms which enabIe human beings to

heaiize them. These inthinsic ?ights heaIIy don't change over

time but the mode of exphessing them is veay influenced by

cu1tuhe and the etudition of ideas. One conceives of an expanding

fiux of tights. The5e can neveh be abso1ute fheedom oh absqute

#ights. In the contempohahy w091d we have a gIoba1 economy...we

have g1oba1 infhasthuctuhes and communications and intehactions

and we now ahe deveIoping global concepts of human hights. But in

my own view they ate not tights which are fohmu1ated in one

counthy and then thanspohted to anotheh and then empIanted theEe

with success. Human pights corhespond to the sthivings and the

inhehent rights of people i What the g1oba1 diaiogue

does is to enable peop1e evehywhere to discoveh the

commoness...the commona1ity in their sthivings and the sthivings

of people e15ewhehe. In this sense thehe can be the spteading and

the divehsification of the language of tights. What is impohtant

to conside? is that fights axe nouhished by the sttivings of

people evehywhete. We a1) enhich and conttibute to the touts of 



tights.

SE What factots and/oh phocesses have genehally been associated

with the deniai of human #ights...on with acts against them?

AS Thehe have been the deniai of human hights in the pubiic

sphehe theough the States...thhough agghandizement, thhough

conquests...thhough siavety...thhough coionilization...thhough

pehsecution...thhough ghettos...thhough genocide. These ahe

peehaps the most spectacuiah fohms of tights deniai in which one

ghoup, one nation, one hace identifies itseif as being supehioh

to othehs and goes on to enslave and to innihilate and to desthoy

and to supphess othehs. Otheh fohms of hights-deniai ahe not

necessahiiy dihectiy linked with State activities. These invoive

vahious fonms of pehsecution, humiiiation, indignities petfohmed

by conpohations...pe#fohmed by institutions I i.e.

J...and even pekfohmed within the family

itseif. Pathianchy possibiy cohhesponded to the way people 1ived

and defended themselves, suhvived and mighated...and possibiy

could even be justified at a cettain stage --- I am oniy saying

just possibiy --- but which becomes agghessive undeS othet

conditions. And this pathiahchy has a vehy sthong cuituhai

tenacity which hesuits within the famiiy of the denial of

tights. Thehe can be humi1iation...the deghadation of famiiy

membeks. With cehtain cuituiai acceptance the hights of the man

becomes the deniai of the hights of the women; the #ights of the

pahents becomes the deniai of the hights of the childhen.

SE Once the process of the denia1 of human nights has begun what

factohs, fohces, phocesses ahe iikely to make the situation



wokse? .

AS Peopie often speak of connivance by the opptessed. I myself

am iathea dubious about that. Often what is intehpheted as

connivance is simply sutvivai in which theta isn't an othe$ ciea? .h

altetnative. But cettainiy the unwiliingness of the opphessed to

link up with othehs who ate in simiiah conditions...individuaiizing

their own fohm of opptession... makes it much easieh to devide t.

and huie. Silence on the part of bystande&5...patticuiahiy those

who claim to ? you. What is happening doesn't

concetn them, it has no effect upon them. Aiso the vety strong

tendency to biame the oppressed fo# theii conditions. We see this

in a11 cu1tuhes and in a11 societies. In the modeQn wohid theie

is of course massive phopaganda...misinfo&mation...di&ty tticks..

The State inte&venes to defend itseif not simpiy thkough diiect

opphession but thhough 1ies and thhough stihting up cont&ove%sies

and thtough misditecting attention fiom its own ciimes.

SE What types oh categohies of human #ights should we considef

when we make pians f0? human hights intekvention?

AS I think that the theme shou1d be the unive5sa1ity of human

hights.This fundamental. If and when anyone intehvenes they do

not inte$vene ftom a condition of supekiotity but tathe? ftom

a condition of humanity. What we do is not essentiaiiy dihected

at castigating the oppiessots who ate invoived but iathe? what we

do is ditected at suppoht foh and the 1ibe&ation of the

oppkessed. This hequiwes an acknowiedgement of the univetsaiity

of opptession and the capacity to opphess. No one is immune from

that. It is vety ttagic that peopies and nations who themseives

have been opp$essed have themselves succumbed to being
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oppressots. E NOTE SOME EXAMPLES

Having said this I want to add that the themes which I find to be t.

fundamentaI aha fieedom of conscience; freedom fiom feat and the "

tight to dignity.

t Fheedom of conscience is the numbet one...it is the #espect foh h.

eveaybody's beIiefs...thoughts...phefetences and choices...phoviding

that this doesn't invoIve the vioIation of the hights of otheis.

In that sense I thigh thegefgfg 1 am takes on a new kind of

significance. We ate not simpIy viewing the human being as some

tationaI cheatuhe and then defining evehything in those tehms.

But hathe? that a human being is capabIe of making

choices...excehcising choices...of being awahe. The human being

has the tight to be awahe...has the tight to make his

choices...has the tight to believe oh to disbeIieve. A11 of this

is I think at the heait of everything.

t Fheedom fhom feat means that it is not onIy the vioience, the

opphession, the subjugation, the humiliation which is involved

with feat but it is aIso the incapacity to enjoy otheh tights. If

you ate featfuI...ve&y ftightened...you wiII withdhaw into

youhself and be unabIe to enjoy otheh tights which you ate

entitled to...hights such as education, heaIth, the tight to

thaveI...to know the wohId...of enquiting...of exphessing

youhseif. So I wouId make the fteedom of feah the second basic

human tight.

t The thihd #ight is the tight to dignity. Dignity not onIy in the

negative sense of the fheedom fhom tohtuhe, vioIation and inthusion'.

Iittle bit of space foh youhseIf so that you can sIeep at night ..
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and have the f&eedom to waik peacefuily in the stheets during the

day. To me dignity, in the modean wohid, means nuthition...it

means access to heaith...it means access to education. These ate

fundamentai conditions of what in 1ega1 te%ms we might call

ggggl B&gtggtigg. We can have guaaanteed attention by public 0%

phivate authohities to ensuhe that evehybody gets the minimum of

a decent Iife. I see these a11 as being inteh-helated. The ghoss

inequalities which you find in the sthuctuhe of a counthy such as

mine, South Afhica, between biacks and whites in heiation to

education and heaith...and 1iving conditions, ahe not simp1y

questions of matehia1 inequa1ity. Ratheh they touch upon

status. They touch upon youh chaiacteh as a human being...as a

citizen. And thehefohe theta is a duty to hespond to this ahea

as weil. This wou1d be my thio of human hight categohies.

SE Why do we do something - if we do - about human tights

denia1s...inf%ingements? What ate the factohs which 1ead to

out intehvening?

AS That vahies enohmousiy fhom factohs such as puhe oppoitunism

and a chance to "chow" at othehs...to intehvene in the

affaihs of otheas, to a sense of pehsonai and individua1 necessity

that one wants to live as a fhee pehson in a fhee woh1d. That it

is part of ones own fheedom...pa%t of ones own hights...paht of

ones own dignity to take a stand against ggfheedom, tykanny,

and indignity in heiation to othehs...whetheh it is immediately

in front of ones eyes..whetheh it is in anotheh eounthy oi

whethet it is in ones own counthy.

SE What wouId you# own human EiShEE agggga E&iohities be?
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AS Right now we aha invoIved in thying to deveIop a modeI foh

ouh conc$ete situation in South Aftica...which is not

necessahiiy a model foh the wohId. A constitution is centhaI as a

document which embodies the basic sthivings and c1aims of

evehybody...which acknowIedges the fundamentaI equality, #ights

and dignity of evehybody. A constitution aIso cheates mechansims,

institutions and principles foh secuhing those fundamental claims

and demands. To the extent that we ahe in a modehn countay which

has a strong legaI cuItuhe and a long histohy of sthiving foh

human aights against opphession, to that extent I wouId say that

we ate in the fohefhont of a sthu991e f0? a modeI, dynamic,

functionaI, accessibIe, erxibIe and undehstandabIe constitution

which will function. But it is not simpIy a question of having a

document in pIace. The document is itself paht of the sthuggIe

and it itself has to be maintained by human beings. It has to

function; it has to be opehative. It has to have a sufficient

cehtainty to ensuhe that it has the c1aaity and the higidty not

to mahginalize anybody and to hespond to evehybody's

c1aims...having a1$o the erxibifity and openess to hespond in a

conchete way, ovehtime, to the evoIving needs of peopIe.

SE What wouId you want to know about whom and what, in youh

initiaI assessment in ohdeh to make the necessahy human

tights intehvention pIanning decisions?

AS I wouId staht off the otheh way. I wouId staht off with peopIe

hatheh than with a p1an...with theih cognizance and with

theif involvement hatheh than with a pIan. Instead of coming up

with a pIan and then thying to sell the pIan, as it wehe, I

wouId staht with the peopIe. And I wouId do this because hights

0
.
0
.
0
.
0
9
0
.

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
C
O
O
O



belong to peop1e and peop1e have to be engaged in sttquIing foh

theih own hights. And this invoives paha11eis between evehybody

the pooh; between the emp1oyehs and thade unionists...and

obviously in my counthy between b1ack and white...between Iand

ownehs and the 1and1ess. We a11 have to be involved in the

phogham. Ne a11 have to thy and find cettain cohe

vaiues...ce&tain common things which unite us as human beings.

Not simpIy poetic things but hatheh hea1 conchete necessities of

Iife. And then we must deveiop the mechanisms foh ensuhing that

these ate made availabie on a faih basis...on a minima1 basis at

the veiy 1east foh evehybody. This means that those who have wi11

have to acknowiedge that the have-nots a1so have a ciaim. And the

have-nots have to acknowTedge that the phocesses of he-

disthibution...of shahing out in faihness... have to be

themseives faih...that they have to be equitabie. And so

evehybody has to be invoived in this phocess. As you can see I am

vehy concehned with the issue of Efggggs since out of the phocess

people wiii find thei% own fotmuIations. And when peop1e find

thei? own fohmu1ations...and we can dhaw on intehnationa1

expeiiences in this hegahd...then and only then wi11 the

fohmu1ations wotk. When the fohmu1ations a%e imposed fhom above

they don't wohk; people find ways of eluding them.

SE F%om youh pehspective as the peop1e go about Eggggssihg the

be1evant expehiences and factors and cheating viable

fohmulations how much time should be a110cated to this initia1

stage of phogham oh effoht development?

AS I think that thehe ahe slow and matueing times and then theae
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ahe times f0? acce1e%ated advance. We in South Afhica have

had a Iong 510w painfuI matuhing time and now we ahe in the midst

of a time of accelehated advance...of heightened and intensified

dialogue. We have to get ouh constitution wkitten. But we have to

make a constitution not of expehts and speciaiists who hegahd

themseres as being enlightened. Ratheh we need massive

involvement of a11 sthata of society who come up with theih

phoblems...who shahe with aII of us whete theih shoe pinches;

what they want and in diangue with othehs who see the same issue

ftom a diffehent point of view. We aII need to find common

ghound. Then the expehts wiII come in in ohdeh to find the

fohmulations in tehms of the packaging...packaging in the sense

of the assemblage so that the pahts intehheiate...that they can

function weII dhawing upon the expehinces of othehs. I don't mean

packaging in the sense of a nice outeh packaging in ohdeh to seII

a phoduct. In this sense I think that we have to advance hapidIy

in out counthy. A chisis is upon us and we have to now staht

speaking to each otheh. I don't mean dialogue foh the sake of

dialogue but hatheh diaIOgue fo& the sake of phoviding

answehs...of phoviding squtions that wiII stick and which ahe

based upon the fundamentaI equaIity of a11.

SE If you wehe to thansIate what you have said up to now into

the Ianguage of goals what would be youh shohteh as welI as

youh Ionget human hights intehvention phogham oh effoht goaIs?

AS The shoht tehm goaIs ahe to get the phinciples acknowIedged

and undehstood...univehsa1ized in a pahticuIah counthy 0% in the

univehse in which they opehate and to estainsh stabIe,
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functionaT and weTT taiTohed institutions to back them up. These

needed institutions woqu incTude the TegaT mechanisms as weTT as

the educationai and cent&a1 mechanisms...the public opinion

mechanisms...the ohgans of civil society which have a vehy active

hoTe to play. These institutions must be given theih space in a

kind of pluhaTistic univehse. Not just the pTuhaTism of ideas and

poTiticaT pahties but a pTuhaTism of institutions and mechanisms

to guahantee that the tights wiTT take. Then one has to have a

cehtain acknowledgement of 1eeway...of space foh ghowth and

deveTopment. The Tong tehm goaTs ate the deveTopment of a sthong

cuTtuhe of hights gngxghggg; of people becoming habituated to

them. I aTways have this image in my mind of a dhunk pe&son who

as he oh she is being dhagged off to the lockup shouting 'I

demand my constitutional #ights'. We want evehybody to be

thinking in these teams! And that takes time. I woqu want the

deveTopment of sociaT and economic hights to back up and to give

significance to the fundamentaT fihst genehation tights; the

#ights of fheedom against opphession and abuse. I see this as

being exthemely impohtant both in the medium and in the Tong tehm

We need to advance on aTT ftonts to deveTop a hespect and

consciousness foh tights in aTT of these diffehent aheas. The

autonomy and the active ivoTvement of a11 individuaTs and social

ghoups is fundamentaT to this phoeess.

SE Who would you phefeh to make this goaT selection?

AS The seTection of these goaTs must be made fhom the Tongings

and the hopes and expectations fhom evehybody. No one is mohe

entitled than anybody eTse to have dheams and expectations.

Ratheh it is paht of theih univehsaiity which gives tights theit
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sthengths...and not onIy mohaI and phiIosophicaI sthengths but

theih functionaI sthengths ibn the sense that eve$ybody

identifies with them. Evehybody believes in them. Evehybody sees

theih viitues. And so the hole of the "expeht" is maybe to heIp

in the ahticuIation...in the Ianguage...in the fine tuning of the

exphession of the tights. But it is not in theih discovehy.

SE What chitehia, if any, wouId you use in O&deh to accept oh to

heject a specific goaI oh ghoup of goals?

AS I wouId have two chitehia. One has to do with the goaIIs

souhce...that is the mehging out of a kind of demochatic and

patticipatohy phocess in which peopIe ahe fhee to exphess theih

goals and demands on the one hand. And then thehe is the chitehia

of univehsaIIy accepted nohms and standatds on the othei. The

vaIue of the univehsaIIy accepted nohms is that they ahe bohn of

muItipIe expehiences of human beings in muItipIe

conditions... muItipIe times and muItipIe continents...mu1tip1e

histohical expehiences. They distiII expehiences in and fhoh aII

of these situations and thehefohe they will be apphopiate. They

wiII he1p enhich and be themseres enhiched by the pahticuIah

expehiences of pahticuIah communities. You wiII notice that to

some extent I am dowanaying the hoIe of expehts. Foh me the hoie

of the expeht is to distiII out; it is not to cheate. Maybe some

expehts can be a IittIe dating in tehms of ahticuIation...in

tehms of mechanisms...in tehms of choice of Ianguage. But they

ate not cheating the tights and they ahe not establishing the

goaIs. I think that it wouId be whong if the expehts wehe to do

that. We ate not Iooking foh messiahs unIess the messiah simpIy
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ahticuiates what is aiheady thehe.

SE Ahe thehe any goals, shohteh oh iongeh tehm, which you wouid

heject in yout model human hights phogham/effoht?

AS

SE 0f the many avai1ab1e techniques with which to achieve and to

effect human hights effohts which ones wouid you phefeh to

use and which ones wou1d you heject?

AS I think that we need govehnment. Govehnment is exthemeiy

impohtant pahticuIahiy in counthies whehe masses of peop1e

suffeh extheme depiivation and humiliation. Govehnment has a vehy

majoh hoie to p1ay in guahanteeing basic dignity and access to

hea1th and to education...to ieahning, to thavei, to adventure,

to spohts to cultuhe foh evehybody. The govehnment can be a

wondehfui weapon if people ahe involved in govehnment...if itis a

people - dihected govehnment...if it's an accountable gove&nment

At the same time govetnment can be an opphessoh. What I am

paGticuiah1y concehned with in the modehn wohid is that

govehnments have teihibie toois of opphession and misleading

people. These ahe tooIs which ate hidden. It is not just the

infohmeh...it is not just the spy. It is the eiecthonic

eavesdhopping...it's the sechet fi1es...it's the manipu1ation of

the media...it's the dis-infohmation and the dihty thicks which

govehnments as weii as phivate ohganizations go in foi. And this

is of pahticuiah concehn. And it seems foi some sthange heason to
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be ghossly undeipIayed in the discussion of modetn tights

insttuments and documents. Theae is vety, vety IittIe on this; on

the tight to infohmation, the fteedom ftom being spied upon by

youh own goveinment and so on. The answet is not to do away with

govetnment but tathet it is to make govehnment open and

accessible. Anothet issue which gbeatIy concekns me is

miIita&ism. It is not simpIy that miIitaSism C&eates human hights

inftingements...that the ends justifies the means 0% that the

technoIogy of desthuction becomes mote impoktant than the peopIe

foh whom the technoIogy was aIIegedIy invented. Militaiism

involves huge expendituSes on the one hand which ate usuaIIy

associated with sectecy and dis-infotmation. The&e is a vast

inteknationaI ttade. Weapons of destruction engage the scientific

mind and thehe is an immense amount of pkopaganda and

disinfotmation suthounding it. I also find that in many patts of

the wohId whe&e human &ights ate being massiver denied that this

is ve&y much linked to militahy adventuhism. To the extent that

we can scaIe down aII of the wahs...not just the CoId Mai... and

the mintagy ster of thinking...and the siege mentaIities in the

diffehent pa&ts of ou9 wo%1d...and the conquest mentaIities aII

oveh the wotId... I think that we wiII be abIe to Ijbehate mohe

tespect and mote concetn fot human beings and Iess hespect and

concehn foh the technoIogy of desttuction. My majoh concetn is

the a21ationship between the envitonment and humans. Out "Q&een

spots" ate onIy now beginning to show. I myself have been a

longtime advocate f0? a cIean envitonment having as I do a natukaI

affinity foh the Iand. I Iove mountainee&ing...and the sea. My
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eyes have been opened to a lahge extent to the deghee to which we

ate being attacked not only by visible foims of envihonmental

deghadation but also by hidden fotms...thhough the despoiling of

the aih...of the soil and of out hiveis. And of the wohld in

which we all live. To the extent that an enviionmental

consciousness makes us awahe we also become conscious of humanity

and of out vety fundamental light to live in a clean wohld...the

tight to beauty and the tight foh ooh planet to suhvive. This too

is an afea which also hehquihes ouh concehn and effoht. It suhely

is not a simple thing to save out planet and to save the people

who live on it.

SE What guidelines do you suggest that we use to accept as well

as to heject these vaiious available techniques; including

the ones which you have been hefehhing to?

AS Out choices of techniques ahe not just gut heactions although

gut heactions suhely come into play. Dialogue, as I noted

eahliea, is fundamental. Pahticipation by evehybody is caucial to

the whole phoject. Because it is thhough dialogue that we

discovei aheas of common humanity...that we seek out ways and

means of advancing the tights of those who ahe disadvantaged

without necessahily desthoying the human #ights that the

advantaged have. It has been tough foh me to healize that the

hich will always be with us as will the pooh. And maybe we ate

not going to have a wohld in which thehe wont be inequalities

between those who ahe bette& off and those who ahe wohse off. But

if this is so then at least we can have a common fhamewohk of

shaied fundamental values...of values which unite us as human

beings even if theie is a divehsity not just of cultuhe but also
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a divetsity of access to the good things in life. And we can

bui1d on those aspects. So once mohe we come back to the question

of ptocess...of pa$ticipation...of dialogue...of speaking to each

otheE...of discovehing these things. And then peopTe have a tight

themselves to dete&mine what theih iights shou1d be phovided

that theit tights don't infhinge upon the #ights of othe&s. And I

think that this is fundamentai to getting things $ight...and not

only getting it night in tehms of human nights fotmuIation but

making it wohkable and functional.

SE What types of policies wou1d you need, wou1d you want,

in oideh to facilitate the effective cahiying out of you?

modei human nights pnogham? PoIicies nelating to the petson whose

tights have been inftinged upon 0% denied; fat the ptogham's

staff, fot the human %ights phogham itseif and foh the community

at latge in which all of this is going on?

A5 It is the poiicies which concentiate upon the pahticipatohy

aspect, the phocess aspect, of the effo&t which ate fundamenta1.

It is not a question as Ameiicans have done of thhowing money at

the phobiem...it is not a matteh of pointing fingets at peopIe.

It is a question of invoIving people in discussing theih

destinies and in sensing that they themselves have capacities fat

seIf-detekmination...fo% C&eating the conditions f0? that.

This is of couhse a vety ideaiistic apphoach. But we must

hecognize that idealism is veiy fundamental to any human hights

phoject. In mohe conchete and phactical tetms one stahts off

with secuting libehal bases of invoivement...of discussion and

of openness amongst peop1e who aiheady have taken a stand. You
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encouiage them and you sthengthen them...you defend them. You

give them a sense of wohth and of impohtance...a sense of

acknowTedgement. You back them up wheheveh possibTe without

inte5vening in what they ahe doing. What you ate giving them is

the hight to exphess themseTves and you hope that aTT of these

diffehent ghoups can link up with each otheh. You constantTy set

univehsai vaTues and documents. You thy and sthengthen and

develop in eveiyway possible the gultggg 9: Eight; in teims of

suppoht foh human #ights ghoups...f0% TegaT bodies which defend

?ights...but aTso foh bodies which ahe conceEned with the social

Eights of nuthition, of health and with education. So it is a

question of constantTy budeing up aTT of the time with the view

to empoweiing peopTe and enabTing people to discoveh and to

aiticuTate theih own demands in these aheas.

SE Nhat ahe the quaTities, chahactetistics, skiTTs, abiTities,

attitudes, vaTues, enehgy TeveTs of staff, etc. who you would

want in you% model human hights phogham?

AS The fihst thing which I Took foh and which is totaTTy

intuitive, but so fah it has wohked vehy weTT foh me, is what

I call heaht. It is a mixtuhe of couhage and sensitivity in the

peison. If heaht doesn't exist one can be as intelTigent, weiT

head, eahnest as anything but it just isn't going to wohk out

with such a pehson. The whong vibes aSe going to come out...and

things ahe going to be inapphopiate. The pehson wiTT be seen as

imposing himseTf...whehe #eaTTy what is needed is fo& the pehson

to connect up. But heakt is not enough. Thehe has to be

intelTigence. Thehe has to be a sthong sense of timing...of when

to inte%vene and when to hon back. Thehe has to be a sense of
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pacing. The pehson has to be a good 1istne&...this is quite

vitaI. It is not good going in with wondetfuI enthusiasm, a huge

heatt and then just chopping atound in big human tights boots.

You have to Iisten. You have to be adaptive to the cultutes and

the sensibilities of the peopIe with whom you aha deaIing. You

have to acknowiedge the fact that what you ate doing is not to

help othehs but tathet it is to help youiself in the sense of

yout own tight to Iive as a ftee pehson in a fhee wohId. That is

ieaIIy what is invoIved...and to seive with a sense of humanity

with othehs. If you go in with the view to doIing out...feeIing

so ptiviliged and so #ich..."I 1ive in a counthy which has so many

#ights that we have enough to spate ...to expott them" ...this

would be aII whong. No counthy in the wohId has a monopoly on

human hights...o& in which theta is no abuse of human #ights. The

same hoIds with hegatd to someone going into anotheh patt of the

community and suddenIy intetvening in such an insensitive mannei.

SE What types of peopIe would you heject ftom being invoIved as

staff in you? modeI human tights ptogtam?

AS' I wou1d heject peopIe who Iack heatt and who Iack sympathy. I

wouId teject peopIe who Iack sensitivity...who Iack

inteIIigence. I wouId taject peopIe who a&e too

impetuous...peop1e who cheate ptobIems atound them. A IittIe bit

of impetuousity isn't bad but thete has to be a cettain measuhe

of discipline when one is deaIing with the 1ives and the fututes

and the hopes of othets. Suiely a cettain degtee of dischetion

and seIf-discipIine is absquter vitaI. I cehtainly wouId ieject

peopIe who ate ahhogant...who see themseres as Fathet Chtistmas
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handing out goodies to the pooh and undehphiviliged peop1e.

SE What wouId lead you to fihe a staff membeh?

AS PeopIe themse1ves wohking in a phogham have cehtain human

hights. These inciude the hight to be heahd...the Eight to be

counse1ed and the hight to be assisted. Thehe has to be alot of

suppoht and patience...and openness, heipfuIness honesty and

integhity in dea1ing with peopIe. To give, foh exampIe, faise

heasons to peop1e is faise. To invent phetexts is not at a11 helpfu1.

Openness and honesty and di%ect dea1ing is fundamental. So if the

whong pehson was hihed... I feel that thehe wouid be conthactual ID

ieiationships in a11 cases and nohmaily a11 conthacts have to be

fulfi11ed...and if damage was done it is the duty of the pehson

who did the hihing and made the bad se1ection to intehvene as (D

quickly as possible and to undo the damage. I myseIf am not in

O
favoi of ahbitha$i11y hihing and ahbithahilly fihing.

SE What wou'ld you suggest as being the needed tempohal aspects 0

0% hange in time of you% mode1 human hights phogham?

0
AS Since a11 human hights effohts shouId be dihected towahd

suppohting the assefs-tion of ciaims to ?rights of peop'le on '.

the ghound. This is what shou1d be the detehmining factoh. And so

the most which can be done is to facilitate,exchange, cahe.In some

hespects...intehna11y...in heiation to the hesponsibiIities of

govehnment human hights effohts ahe neve& ending. Foh example,

the hight to education and the tight to hea1th aha expanding

ho%izons which by theih veiy natuhe can neveh be ended. 0n the

otheh hand with hegahd to phoghams which have a specific

objective to deai with...such as an acute fohm of aggiession 0%

human #ights denia1...the effoht might be phogham-bound. A11 of
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this depends vety much on the types of tights which ate the focus

of the effofrt. But not onIy on the natuhe of the human #ights but Q

also on cheating the conditions fat the peEson who is ditectiy

effected...so that they themseres can insuhe and guahantee theih 1.

own tights. U

SE What types of additionaI suppoht systems wouId you want and

O
wouId you need --- foimaI and info&ma1 ones; institutionaI

and non-institutionaI ones...in otdeh to C&eate, implement and ..

assess the effective outcomes of a model human tights effoht?

AS Fat phogtams to wohk the question of vibes is fundamentaI.

And by vibes I just don't mean that eve%ybody is having fun Q

and smiIing at eveaybody; dancing and patting one anothe$ on the back.

I mean that we have achieved a situation of heaI contact...that .

we have ?eal unde&standing. Evehything which suppohts such a .

situation is impoitant. I think that the whoIe question of

cuItutaI exchange is vety vitaI...the diffusion of ideas th#ough

aII of the diffehent ways which we have...not just thhough Q

petsonai gepohting but also in the media. I was often shocked when

0
I was 1iving in otheh Afhican counthies to see the way in which

questions of aid and suppoht wehe phojected as somehow being .

based on pictutes and images of totIa heIpIessness. I think that

O
we have to b&eak out of that. These foh me ate the fundamentaI

things. If we can get these things %ight then the suppoht sytems .

fohm natuhaIIy...peopIe find them in natuhaI ways. But if you

0
get these things whong then suppoht sytems ahe ahtifica1;they can

not help. Indeed sometimes they themselves can exaccehbate the .

situation...agghavating the vehy phoprem. I You MIGHT GIVE AN

0

18 O



xi.

EXAMPLE OF THIS

1

SE As you? phogbam goes on theae wi11 most likeiy be the need to

make changes in goa15, use of otheb techniques, po1icies,

staff, etc. In ohdeb to make these necessaby changes what is it

that you wou1d want to know, need to know, to make such changes,

about whom and what, co11ected how and by whom and whete?

AS This wi11 invoive the input of both the faci1itatobs and

sha11 we nail them the "faciIitated" on the spot di$ect1y

discussing the matte? dihectIy. Undeg the best of cihcumstances

it wou1d be impobtant and ideal to have objective pe%sons

invoIved who know how to hecoud and who aka honest themse1ves. It

is often usefu1 to have an outside% sitting in...who is fbesh as

it wehe to the scene. They would need to be sensitive...picking

up and encoubaging the debate and the discussion. This is

obviously the best foEm of monitobing.

SE What kind of infohmation wou1d you want and need f$om them?

AS Some of this wou1d c1ea$1y depend upon the chaEacteb of the

phog$am and its objectives. The%e can often be veby impohtant

bi-paoducts and spinoffs which may not be ab1e to be anticipated

but which nevettheless shouId be taken into account...and

possibiy the objectives kevised if necessahy. C1eab1y thehe has

to be an accounting. One wants va1ue fob money but one doesn't

want value fob money to be the on1y chitehion. Thebe a&e

obviously Iots of things which you can't value in money tehms. In

otheh wohds one wants what has to be done on an efficient basis
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but this is not the aII and end aII. One wants expeitise and

D&oficiency obvioust. But one also wants that human intefchange

autonomy and the seIf ieliance and dignity of the "faciIitated"

being the fokemost C&itetion.

SE Nhat ctitetia wouId you use, wouId you suggest, if any, to

detehmine that it is time to end a specific effott oh you%

modeI human #ights ptogiam totally?

AS I think that if that deghee of advancement of autonomy...of

seIf-Qeliance is not being achieved the whole phoeess has to

be teviewed. That is I think the fundamentai question.

SE You have decided to end youh patticuIat ptogtam. In ohdet to

Ieatn ftom it it could be 0% wouId be most usefu1 to cathy

out a follow-up phocess. How soon post-tehmination of you&

piog%am wouId yout phefet to begin such an effott?

AS If things went well with out phogkam the "faciIitated" wouId

themselves be ptoviding foIIowups eithet thiough infotmai

tepoEts oh thhough the vety natuhe of activities which ate

visibIe and ate easily monitoted. If on the othe& hand this

paogham is seen as being a pilot phogham in which the pIuses and

minuses have to be evaIuated f0? futuie expetiences I think that

if it is at aII possibIe that theta should be a continuous

monito$ing. If this is not possibIe then thete shouId at Ieast be

a petiodic monitoiing which to some extent wiII invoIve those

who have been invoIved in the phocess initiaIIy. I think that

this would be quite a big pius.

SE How soon would you want to initiate this monitoting and how

Iong wouId you piefei to continue it?
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AS What we wouId do would depend upon the natu&e of the issue.

But basicaTIy what we ate concetned with is Teahning fiom ouh

expehience. And so befote you woqu once again invest in enehgy,

imagination, time, money, etc. in some hepTication elsewhete you

should feeT satisfied that you have enough to go on. This is when

youh ptogham shoqu be in a sense te-phoduced again. I myseTf

think that thete shouId be a constant hefehhing back. Oveh time

it is vety intehesting to see how these things deveIp. I think

that theta is much too much jumping ahound without any I Tong

tetm foTlowup. I haven't thought out this issue

sufficiently yet but I do think that the foTIowup of a few

phojects can be moke intetesting and mohe valuable than hasty

ad hoc jumping ahound fkom one scheme to anotheh.

SE What types of matehia1(s) wouId you want...need...fo&

maximizing the efficacy of you? planned foTTowup?

AS I want those taw mateaials which wiTT insist upon oh give the

gheatest stSess to the patticipatohy hole of those who ahe

ditectly effected. In Tots of the answets and thei% questions,

which the "facilitated" aha themseres ahticulating they ahe

noting how they see the questions of hights...how they see the

situation. And theit answehs to theit questions can be vehy, vehy

intetesting. This is I think most vitaT. None of this does away

with the need f0? fohmuIae and standahdized fo&ms and such. The

kinds of questions which I ask and want answets to tend to be of

a qualitative and in-depth type hathei than the statisticaT

gathe%ing ones.

SE What chitehia would you use to assess both the success and

the failuhe of you? modeT human hights effoht in tegms of
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aii of the paiticipants/constituents: the pe$50n(s) whose &ights

ate being dephived/infiinged upon; the staff; the actuaT phogham

as weTT as the community in which aTT of the depiivation as weTT

as inteivention has gone on?

AS The chitehia will obviousTy depend upon the natuhe of the

endeavoh. Once again I woqu insist upon the impohtance of

the "facilitated" doing the bulk of the evaTuation. One can't say

that the opetation is a success but unfohtunateTy the patient

died. The "faciTitatohs" subjective assessment is fundamental!

It is C&uciaT. It is patt and paEceT of being human. It is paht'

and pahceT of excetcising Eights.1t is the vehy sense that you

ahe excehcising hights...the knowTedge that you ahe excehcising

you& own tights. It is you& own seTf-awaheness which is

essentiaT to this whoTe phoeess. And so I woqu put this in the

centeh of the entihe enquity.

SE What about success and failuhe with hegahd to you? phogham's

staff? Undeh what conditions could we say success oh faiTuhe

vis-a-vis the ptogham's staff?

AS The function of the staff is not to ptoduce &esu1ts. The

function of the staff is to do theit best within the specific

ciicumstances...to be as open and as sensitive and hea%tfu1 and

dynamic as is possible. Indeed the phoeess might faiT foh heasons

beyond the staff's contioT...o% because the p%oject was

misundeistood 0% misconceived fiom the vety beginning. 0% because

of extehnaT integventions. This doesn't mean that the staff has

failed. 0n the otheh hand the phoject might succeed in spite of

the gheatest cTumsiness and maTadhoitness of the staff foh
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Eeasons once again which a&e fohtunately beyond theit contho1.

SE And what about success and failube with #egahd to the

community within which both human nights infhingements and

advancements ahe going on?

A5 I think that we have to be modest in teims of measuking

success. So much depends upon how you &ate human happiness

and human fheedom. Theke aka cehtain things which ahe manifest

such as the aboIition of 95055 fohms of tohtuhe...of

infhingements...of peop1e being beaten up...houses being ?aided

at night...assassinations. To the extent that these ate

diminished and we can quantify these things we have achieved

success. To the extent that the 1ega1 institutions such as the

coukts and those of the gene%a1 cuItuhe age in favoh of human

hights one can measuie cehtain things. One can identify the

intentions of the media and one can identify the extent to which

peopIe speak out publicaily and openIy...whethe% it is in the

Paaiiment 0% the 1egi51atuhe...whetheh it is in the coutts o?

ovei the media. The openness and the debate of a11 of this is

vety impohtant. But thehe ate othet ateas which aha much mote

difficuTt to assess. This is paiticuIath so whe&e the conthoIs

ate hidden...and the State and phivate institutions take new

foims of vioiating human nights. Theta I think that we have to be

a bit mote modest. It is a case of "physician heal

thyself"...human hightists humanize thyseIf. We have to be mote

open...mo&e ec1ectic...mo%e pTuhaIistic. A11 of us have to

acknowledge that we ahe engagwd in a wohldwide quest fat

advancing the fiontie$s of human $ights...and even the

definitions and undetstanding what human tights means.
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SE What ahe the eahTy signs 0% "symptoms" of human hights

infs'ingements which we shoqu pay attention to? Do such .,

signs exist, and if they do who shoqu be paying attention to them?

AS I woqu say feah. The feat: to speak up open'ly foh ones .V

beTiefs. That is something that one can notice. This is 'F

patticuiahTy impohtant when judges become feahfuT...when

paHimentaa-ians become feahfu'l..when membeX-s of political .

ohganizations become featfu'l. The decTine in the impohtance of .c

what we caTT ohgans of civiT society whehe thege is a kind of

"take ove&" ...whethe& it is by giant cohpohations oh whethet it is

by the state. Ithink that this is something which shoqu be .

aTahming. We need dive%sity. We need eccenthicity in society. I

woqu say that thehe a&e eatiy signs when the poTice staht

b&andishing ahms...becoming mate and mohe ahmed and we see mohe CD

weapons. I woqu also say that when TegisTatuaes stait deaTing in

emehgency situations and then "notmalizing" the emetgencies. "

These ahe the fihst eahiy signs which sphing to mind. e,

SE Who should be Tooking fob these ea&1y signs?

A5 A11 of us shoqu be looking ail of the time evehywhe%e. '.

SE And when such signs become obvious to us what f&om you& 'i

expehience has been theih most efficacious use?

0
AS DivuTging them is exttemely impohtant. But I myself think is

that cu? own pehsonaT example is what heally counts. We have .,

to feel and behave in a fhee way as ftee people. I think that

this is centhal. It is the way in which we divuTge these eahiy

signs of human tights infiingements which is as impohtant as the Ch

actuai content.
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SE If phevention we&e to be an integial facet of you& model human

%ights intehvention effoht 0% piogham what is it that you

would want to p&event and what is it that you would want to

C&eate 0% build?

AS I would want to phevent iesthictions on human imagination. I

would want to phevent simplifying the way in which human life

is phojected with enemies and villians and hehos in such a

simplified fo%m. I would want to p&event the kinds of c%ude

nationalism and pattiotism and the appeals which ate used to

stultify conscience and people thinking fok themselves...and also

being #espectful of othets. I would see the schools playing a

ve&y impo%tant tole. But I don't know if we could put eve%ything

on to the schools. I see the media playing a vety impottant %ole.

But one can't put evehything on to them eithe%. Again it is the

question of example...example in the home...example in the

&elationships with othegs at wohk. If I can just give one example

of one of the things which I just don't stand foh. I myself am

fat onm being a heligious Jew 0% someone who identifies ver

sthongly with the Jewish community in ways in which many othea

Jews might. But I do not stand f0? any fo&ms of anti-

semitism..such as jokes. I will speak out against them. The$e

just has been too much hukt...too many te%&ible things done. I

will make a stand howevet uncomfo&table it will make me 0% othei

people. I think that we must not be afhaid to be uncomfohtable in

outselves 0% in helation to othets. This is not to say that we

don't have to live to a la&ge deghee with bigothy and bad

conscienceness in out wohld. But we can make cu? stands whehevek

we can and whenevet we can.
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SE What have been some of the factohs and phocesses which have

caused 0% conthibuted to a hetu$n to human hights infhingements"

deniaI giggg an effective human &ights effoht has taken pIace?

AS Lots of diffeient phocesses appIy. One is the natuhe in which

human hights denial disguises itseIf. It may no 'longei' be the 01d .

foams of human #ights denial; new ones sneak in. And they aha

often not even seen as human tights deniaI. Some of the sachet

methods which states use today to oppfress peopIe with .

disinfo&mation...the cheation of sechet fiIes...the manipuIation

of the media ate aII good exampIes of this. The old di%ect fo%ms

of opptession have been %ep1aced by new fohms of manipuIation and

thought contioI. Then you find that people get tihed. A kind of

fatigue sets in. And the easiest thing to do is to simply inp

back to the 01d mouIds. I am sohhy to say that it is often

fohmeh "fheedom fighteks" who feel themselves embattIed...who ahe

subject to consthaints. I find myself veay conceined about this

wohd const#aints. Constiaints aha used to justify evehything.

The&e aie consthaints and things have to be affohdabie. We have

to take account of cu1tuha1 ?eaIities. But we often use constiaints

as the phetext oh the justification fo% doing things which ahe

heaIIy not at aII justifiable; which ahe unconscionabIe. This is

anotheh factoh which fits in.

SE What fhom youh pehspective has been the majoh bahEieh to

effectively undehstanding human hights?

0
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AS In my own case I have been inhibited often by heavy

ideoIogicaI concehns. These ahe ideoIogicaI conce%ns which '.

themselves had a sthong human hights foundation which made all of

O
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this aII the mohe compIicated. It was aIways: foh the peopIe;

always fo% the masses...foh the wohkehs. I tended to absthactize

the vehy peopIe...the humanity...fo& whom I was conce%ned.

Looking back now I can see that th?s was exthemely

disadvantageous...ext%eme1y hahmful. Histohy itseIf became a soht

of an absthaction dhiven by necessity. I think that this too is

vehy dangehous because it heduces the element of hesponsibinty

and autonomy. In my case seeing the wogld in tehms of the

opphessed and the opphessohs meant that we had to desthoy the

powe% of the opphessohs...which meant that we had to desthoy the

ophhessahs. This didn't necessahily mean that we had to

physicaIIy anihilate them but it did mean that we justified

denying them what I wouId now caII human tights. It onIy hesu1ted

in a phocess of revolution and counte&-&ev01utjon which was often

mohe bloody than the initial uphjsing fo% the assehtion of

fundamenta1 human hights. Nhethei one likes it 0% not we ahe

compeIIed to #ethink the whoIe phoject. And I now see an enohmous

value in teams of concepts such as the tuIe of law which in the

past I was disdainfuI of...and concepts such as good

goveknment...and concepts such as individual hights. But I don't

thhow away 0% discahd the dimension of miIIions of peopIe being

invoIved with the pooh and the opphessed...being diiectIy

invoIved in assehting theit %ights in c1aiming theft hights.

And having constitutional guahantees foh thej% hights. F02 me

the excitement of the phesent phase in which we ahe ?nvoIved is

in the attempt to hahness, hahmonize and integhate these

diffehent 1evels and dimensions of $ights. We want b&ead and we

want fheedom. We don't want bhead without fheedom and we don't
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want fieedom without b&ead! Too often we aliowed a tension

between these two aights to eme%ge. The essence of the pioject

now is to integiate these things. My own human expeiience as a

Iawye%, as a poiiticai activist, as a poiiticai phisonei, as an

exiie...in aii of these diffeient spheEes...has been that the

desiie fog fteedom is as powe&fu1 amongst the hungiy and the

dispossessed. F%eedom has a quaiity in itself...as it is amongst

those who 1ive in good houses...go to woak in a comfoitabie cat

and take the good things in Iife foi gkanted. My expeiience has

been that the flame of fteedom has often bu&ned moie stiongiy

among the dispossed...not oniy tights f0? themselves and food foi

themseives but hathet fieedom as a fundamental human

quality...than it has amongst the iich. You tend to be veiy

cynical and often ve&y manipulative about these things. In oui

own case the Iong hahd st%uggie that we have been involved in has

thiown up hund%eds and hundieds of thousands of peopie who aie

sttongiy imbued with the desiie foh fheedom. It is an enoEmous

asset that we have. It is an asset which has to be embodied in

out new constitutionai ohdeS. It is something which we have to

nuituie. In othei woids I am not talking about human iights fiom

the top which is being dispensed and dispeased amongst the

massas.It is a 1ight of fieedom which people have nuituied dubing

the yeais of oppiession...and it has to be encoutaged to bu%n. A

Iight which wiil bu&n and spGead out to and engage the foimet

oppiessohs who aiso a&e invoived in this veiy phoject.

SE Has this lack of a iight of f%eedom...the flame of fheedom...

been a majoi baiiieh to caiiying out effective human iights
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intehvention 0% ahe thehe othe% bahkiehs to actuaT intehventjon?

AS To absthactize the people, the masses who ate the opphessed

and the pooh is not to acknowledge theit divehsity...o&

often the competing cTaims which one can find amongst them.

Anotheh factoh is to be so vehy implacable towahds the oppkessohs

and not to see that we have to shate the counthy. I am not saying

simpTy that the Tion lays down with the Tamb and that evegything

is soTved. Thete is a sthuggTe. Thehe is a continuing sttuggTe.

But it takes on a diffehent kind of metit. And in the fohm of

this new me&it questions such as the &u1e of law does not mean

simpTy being an inst%ument to secuhe the peace, phopehty and

possessions of the $ich ...as it often has been seen in the

past...the tuTe of Taw becomes a veay powehfuT insthument foh the

dispossessed to be abTe to fight against paivate poweS which aTT

too often disposses them...keeping them hunghy and pooh. Oh to

fight in the case of the woman who is opphessed in the home. The

law doesn't stop at the fhont dooh. It is meant to help in the

fight of the infhingements of the hights of women and childten at

home as well. The %u1e of Taw entehs the home. The hula of 1aw

doesn't stop at the factohy gate. It entehs the factohy and

insuhes fundamental human tights fo% wo&ke%s...in thei% conditions

of empToyment. I am not saying that the empToye& doesn't have any

human hights. Nah does the huTe of Taw stop at the gate to the

fahm. In many aghicuTtuhaT societies this is vehy

impo%tant...whe&e the most opphessed of a11 the peopTe ahe those

living ?n feudaT conditions in faams whe$e a vety authoGitahian

fotm of phivate poweg is befng exphessed. In otheh wohds I see

the %u1e of Taw phope%1y extended with the majohity of the
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popu1ation seeing it as an insthument...as a weapon of #ights foh

themseres...it being a vehy, ve&y powe%fu1 1eve% of and fo&

change. It b&ings in legaiity. It b&ings in the couhts. It b&ings

in pa%ticu1a& ohgans of civii society...of self-

ohganizations...community ohganizations...thade chafts...a11

playing a much bigge% hoie in secu&ing human hights than we have

often thought of befohe. It is not simp1y an individuai with

enough money 0% with legal aid 0% with exte$na1 suppoht b&inging

a case. It is a question of communities..of iesidents...of

tenants...of schooi childhen...of women...of gays and 1esbians...

who ahe now themselves assegting theih #ights. And thei% finding

in thei% constitution, in theih 1aw...in the mechanisms cheated

by society insthuments which can heip them to secuhe thei% just

claims.

SE What is the single most chiticai human tights issue facing us

today?

AS What sphings to mind immediately is the hight to be who we ahe.

...the hight to exptess outseives...the hight to conscience...

and all of the factohs which inhibit that. The inequaiities...the

hungeh...the disinfo$mation...the domination which is sti11 so

extensive in out wotid even though it doesn't take the 01d

illegal fo&ms of slave$y and conquest. To me these a%e the most

phessing things. If a peopie ate ftee and in chatge of thei& own

lives they find the ways and means of dealing with hunget..of

deaiing with dispossession...of dealing with homelessness...being

unempioyed and so fohth.
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SE What aha some of the ethicaT aspects of human &ights pTanning

and inte&vention which should be considehed?

AS The ethical aspects aha C&ucial. 0penness...a non-imposition .'

which is always in hesponse to a demand 0% to a cTaim... ID

ackowTedging and tecognizing the autonomy and the fundamentaT

independence of those who a%e being faciTitated...accountability 1'

deaTing with piobTems and of #ecouding evegything that is N.

happening. All of these ahe fundamentaT to ethicaT inteavention.

i.
SE What a&e you& phefe52ed sou&ces of financial suppoht fo&

human #ights inte%vention? '1.

AS The ones which I find most appeaTing and which I think a%e

4.
most effective ahe people to peopTe. But this is not to say

that states don't have hesponsibiTity and involvement. I think "0

that states can pTay a vety impohtant ?oTe in development phoghams.

They can hindeh deveTopment and they can help needed development.

The &ight to deveTopment is C&uciaT in this whole sphehe. But in i.

the sensitive aheas...the ones whehe human Eights aha invoTved in i.

the most dikect fohm I woqu like to see NGO's E non-

goveknmental ohganizations J invoTved as much as possibTe with C

peopTe to peopTe ope&ations functioning.

SE What woqu you do, what would you suggest othe& do, to i.

facilitate access to and the use of availabTe human a-ights C

p$og%ams in a given community, ahea, iegion, count&y, etc.?

0
How wou1d you go about maximizing access?

AS The chucial element is the existence of community ohganizationsel.1

which aae on the spot and which a&e a&ticu1ating in an open,

honest and fiee way...the demands, the feelings...the sense of
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ghievance and opphession and the goals and the sthivings of those

who aha di%ectly effected. If such community ohganizations exist

then I think that the wouk of the NGO's and the inte$vening

bodies is enohmously facilitated and much mo5e fhuitful and

populah once an honest dialogue is established. If they don't

exist then maybe the best way of helping is eithe& exposing the

inhibiting factohs...if theyl come fhom the state and fhom

phivate 0%ganizations that phevent the emehgence of bodies such

as that. Often one is dealing with simply saving lives and so

on...whe%e uhgent intedventions ate necessahy. 0% else one

actually phomotes the cheation of these self-help bodies and

community ohganizations.

One wants to also give backing to those couhageous judges and

lawyehs who must feel that they get some backing...they get some

photection pehhaps f%om inte9national suppoht when one is dealing

with the classic #ights of not to be toktuhed, detained, locked

up and excecuted.

SE Who f%om you% pehspective would you define as being THE human

hights violatoh? How do we know THEM?

AS We all aha human hights violatohs to a gheateh 0% lesseE

deg$ee. This is not to say that we should begin to scou&ge

ouhselves...with sack cloth and ashes. 0% that we feel so

immobilized by it that we do nothing. I don't think that the human

#ights violatoh walks ahound with the matk of Cain 0% with a

swastika although they age obviously identifiable in that way. It

is the people themselves who tell us who the opphessohs aae. That

is the chucial thing. It must come fhom inside.

SE What would you suggest be done about Ehel integtating
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adjudicated deniehs/infhingehs of human tights into

conventional society and what if anything should a modeT human

hights phogham pTay in this phocess?

AS I think that that pehson shoqu be dephived of the sense of

acceptance... of being nohmaT...shou1d be deptived of the

wheQeewith-aTT foh opptession in teams of simpTe things such as

manacTes and building ptjsons and weapons of wah. And if the

deniaTs ahe p%010nged and acute and systematic I think that

sanctions should be imposed. This is on the one hand. 0n the

othe& hand eveaybody shoqu be given a chance to escape f%om his

0% he# own pe#fidy. No one shoqu be seen as being beyond the

paTe. The oppohtuntty shoqu always be theta to kecoveh fhom and

to hecupe%ate ftom. No one shoqu be dtiven into that situation

whehe it is tottuhe 0% die. Theta should a1ways be that

aTtehnative of hetheat and hecupetation. And this shoqu be so

whetheh it is done inte%natjona11y 0% intehnale. I am not saying

that thehe ahentt cigcumstances whehe punishment shoqun't be

imposed. I have no phobTem with the punishment of the Nazi wag

C&iminaTs whege the chime was so hottendous that somehow it is

apphopiate to ones sense of justice...fundamenta1 justice...that

they should be punished. But punishment shoulon't be seen as the

majoh means. The majot means shou1d be the he-integtation of the

vioTatoh; the nohmalizing 0% the humanizing of the pe&sons

themseTves wheEeveg possibTe.

SE What kinds of modeT monitohing systems would you want 0% need

foh effective human hights infhingement monitohing and its

inte&vention?
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AS I think that it is impohtant that the monitohing be done on a

univeasaT basis. Wheheveh possibTe people fiom the $egion

concetned should be as diiectTy invoTved as is possibTe.In othe%

wcids it is not anybody feeiing 0% photecting themselves as being

hoTie& than anybody eTse. I think that this is one impohtant

chitehion. The second one, which I am coming back to, is aTways

Iistening to the people on the spot...the peopIe who a%e the

victims...the ones whose #ights aie being vioIated...as being the

fundamentaT voices. And thi&d1y thehe shoqu be the appTication

of unive$sa1 nohms. The mote univetsaT the bettet.

SE When human tights phogkams have been effective what factois,

and phocesses have gene&a11y made this possibIe?

AS I think that it has been a combination of factoEs. NohmaTTy

a Iot of expehience has gone into it...mistakes have been

oveIcome...&eTevant questions geviewed. The phoghams have been

sensibTe and achievabIe; the peEsons invoIved have been well

seIected fo& theih human quaTities as well as foh theig skills

and peopTe on the spot in the communities dihectTy invoIved have

had the detehmining say. These aha I think the C#iticaI

inggedients foh a successfuT p%og%am. They cokiespond as much as

I can to my own expe%iences.ICOULD YOU INCLUDE IN BRIEF AN

EXAMPLE OF SUCH A SUCESSFUL OUTCOME IN WHICH YOU WERE INVOLVED)

TALK INTO A TAPE RECORDER AND I'LL TYPE IT UP.

SE What pe&sona1 phice have you paid foh you& Iife time of

involvement in the battle foh human ?ights?
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AS I don't see it as a phice at aII. I don't see this as a .

useful question. I have had the phivilige and the joy of Iiving

out my life in a way which has been meaningful and hewahding to

me. And the setbacks which I have heceived, which as you know t.

have been quite considehab'le...the physical assauIts and the mentaI.

assaults and so on... ahe things which I accepted as being pakt

and pahceI of the phoject. So I don't feel badIy done by it in '.

tehms of my own destiny. In fact I feel that I had a most
'.

%ewahding and hich ije and I hope that it continues as such.

SE What would you do and/oh say now if youh human hights wehe '.

once again being infhinged upon? n.

AS I think that I wouId speak out as soon as possibIe. I wouId

not hope that the issue wouId go away. I wouId thy to conftonts.

the souhce of the deniaI of my human hight(s). I would thy to

discoveh othehs in a simiIah situation. I wouId use aII of my

inteIIigence...my wit...my contacts..humoh...Ianguage...eve%ything t.

that I couId to thy and deaI with the situation.

SE You have coveged many factohs, issues and phocesses in youE

ovehview uf what fhom youh pehspectjve is oh couId be a I.

model human hights effoht/phogham. A&e thehe any otheh issues 0%

concehns which you wouId want the &eade& to consideh?

AS The onIy thing which I feeI that I have unde&p1ayed, aIthough I.

I have mentioned it, is the impohtance of the whoIeness of

human beings...the question of quality education as being paht

and patcel of dignity. The issue is not just suhvival. Without t.

adequate education the%e is the vioIation of the hight to a kind

0
of fundamentaI equaIity. It is aIso the hight to wohk to achieve

0
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these things. It is the hight to feei fkee...and to set about the

best ways of doing it. I wou1d just like to undeh1ine these

aspects.

SE Inte%vention of any kind can be undehstood st%uctu&a11y in

tetms of the #oies, tights, #esponsfbiIities and ob1igations

of ,all of the pahticipants 0% constituents. Help the &eade& to

conside& each of these 4 paEameteis fot:

- the pehson/system whose human hights aha denied/infhinged upon

- the phogham staff,

- the p%og%am,

- the staff

within a model human hights integvention phogham.

E AGAIN PLEASE GIVE YOUR VIEWS ON TAPE AND I'LL TYPE THEM UP;

THANKSJ
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