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We forward herewith the draft January 8th Statement for

consideration by your region. kindly ensure that

comments and amendments you have, dad to us as soon as

possible for inclusion in the final dra 11 be presented

to the NEC on 6 E 7 January 1992.

Could you also kindly ensure that those NEC members in your

region are given copies of this Statement so that they too can

make cements and amendments.
h

 
Yours in the struggle

M . C . Ramaphosa
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The People Shall Govern!   



DRAFT

STATEIIENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 60me

OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE

OCCASION OF JANUARY 8. 1992

Fellow South Africans,

Comrades and compatriots.

Today. January 8, we celebrate the 80th anniversary of the lormation oi

the Atrican National Congress.

Through the length and breadth at South Attica and in many parts of the

world. anti-apanheid lighters and democrats - young and old. black and

white - join hands tn reflect on the history of struggle against raCIal
oppression and tyranny and In take stock at the tasks that lie ahead. This

is the case because the African National Congress has been and remains

the torch-bearer ol the aspitations ol the overwhelming majority of South

Africans.

The commemctation of January 8 this year bears a quality and content

different from all previous years. A new spirit is abroad in our land. The

suooesstul convocation of the Erst sitting of the Convention for a

Democratic South Attica (CODESA) is a great achievement for all South

Alricans,

Howevet. we ate under no illusion that the transition to democraCy will be

plain-sailing. The more serious business at this Convention has just

started; and the historic duty of tidding our country ol the ctiminal

system of apartheid still awaits accomplishment.

Road to Democracy

It is an index ot the advances we have made that South Alrica IS now

litmly on the road to democracy. Properly organised. our people cannot be

stopped by any tome from achieving democracy in the shortest possible

time.

Those who cling to the past with threats against negotiations might
possibly delay transition to democracy. But they cannot stop It. Attempts

to block the march ol history and perpetuate to the discredited apartheid

policies or even modified apartheid will only lead to a replay of conflict

which will cause greater devastation on our whole society.

In the last instance. those who seek to subvert democracy will tose

because democracy will surely triumph. Out destiny as a people - black

and white - is intertwined. The ringing preambular declaration of the
Freedom Charter. that " South Africa belongs to all who liove in It. black

and white..." can now be translated into reality. We owe it to lutute
generations to rebuild our country afresh as our common heritage.

The tormation of the ANC was in large measure a response to the 1910 Act

of Union. This act represented a deal at an earliet convention between

British imperialism and the colonial settlers to unite South Africa on the

basis of the racial enclusicn ot the majority at its people.

Today we celebrate our 80th anniversaty alter the adoption at a

Declaration 0t Intent containing constitutional piinciples which

unequivocally (elect the policies and practices at apartheid and tacial

domination. For the first time ever, representatives 0! the opptessed

people and the government of the day have together committed memselves

to jointly explore the the creation cl democratic institutions in South

Alricav

Founding Contetence

It is not with a spin't 0t sell-oongtatulation and undue optimism that we

assert that the policies of the founders ol the Alncan National Congress

are being lurther vindicated betcte our very own eyes. The 80 years of

uninterrupted struggle are about to bear fruit.

The loundmg conference in Mangaung. Bloemfontein on January 8. 1912

brought together great pattiots such as John Langalibalele Ouhe. Sal

Plaatge. Sam Makgatho. Walter Rubusana. Charlotte Maxette and Edwatd

Fsewu. In recognition at the role at their latefatheis in the wars ot

resistance and the contribution they could make in lorging the lutule. 
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Sotomon ka Dinizulu of the Zulu. Monmloa of the Barotang. Lewanika ot the

Lozi. Letsie ll of the Sotho. Lobatsibeni of the Swazi, Dalindyebc of the

Thembu. Sekhukhuni of the Pedi, Khama of the Tswana and other

traditional leaders participated on that historic day to help establish the

Attican National Congress.

We salute these and other great leaders and organisers of the ANC who

saw to its development in the earty years. We pay tribute to the workers,

civics, women, youth. religious leaders. traditional Ieaders, business-

people, the rural masses and others. for their relentless struggle which

has brought us to this phase where we can with conlidence say that the

future IS more than ever before within our grasp.

The imperative of national unity through struggle was pinned tn the mast

at the African National Congress from its very inception. In the long years

of the wars ot resistance, the African people in particular were defeated

as dtsparate ethnic units. Their heroic spirit was dissipated by their

disunity. The tormation ot the ANC constituted an important break with

the past: the adoption at new terms at struggle as a united people. We have

truly begun to remove the key obstacles to a breakthrough to treedem

which our founders correctly described in 19l2, as We demon ol

tribalism". '

It is a matter of great pride for us that at tho'founding conterence ot the

ANC were leaders of the peoer of the subcontinent. This underlined then

as it does today that the people of our region and Africa as a whole share

a common destiny. As we enter the transition to democracy. we are well

aware that we are fulfilting the dream 0! billions on our continent to rid

Attica once and for all of the scourge of racism and cotanialism.

Relentless Struggle

The Atrican National Congress and the oppressed and democratic forces of
our country took at the future with confidence because we base ourselves

on the loundation ol 8 dmdes and more of retenttess struggte. We are

determined to team horn our successes and our tailures.

In these eighty years. we have become ieertty aware that only in active
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struggle can the democratic forces shift the balance of tomes in favour of

the oppressed people. The staying power at our movement rests on firm

links with the mass of the peopte. This is the onty guarantee of victory.

From the early years A in the campaigns against passes tor women, the

Land Acts and Hertzug Bills. tn the passive tesistanoe campaign at the

Indian Congresses. the Great Mtners' Strike at 1946 and other actions -

the ANC and its allies asserted the rights at the people in actual struggle.

It was with the adoption of the Programme of Action In 1949 that the ANC

tirmly set itselt on a course of active mass resistance to the system at

white domination. This tound expression in the Defiance Campaign,

organisation and mobilisation fer the Congress of the People where the

Freedom Charter was adopted in 1955. uprisings of the landless rural

masses. womenis actions against passes. stays-at-home. hus boycotts and

other actions.

In the decade of the 505, the ANC, hand-in-hand with ns1allies - the South

Altimn Congress of Trade Unions, South African Indian Congress. Coloured

People's Congress. Congress at Denmats and the then underground South

African Communist Party - grew to become the single-most powertut

mice against the system at racial tyranny. It is in this decade that non-

racial unity was consolidated in struggle, laying the foundation for the

development of the ANC into the truly nontracial national organisation

that it is today.

Umkhonto we Sizwe

When the time came to resist arms in hand. the ANC did not shirti its

responsibility. Despite the tact that the odds were weighted against the

democratic torces and the setbacks suttered in the early years of

underground operation, efforts were nude to build the people's army.

Umkhontn we Sizwe and root it among the people. Over the years Umkhonto

developed tn become a retiable cutting edge at the people's struggle tor

heedom and gustice.

The bedrock of the development of Umkhonto was the mass actions of the

people in detianoe of apartheid repression. From the late 19605 and 
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especually in the two demdes that followed. actions at workers. students.

the rural masses. youth, women. religious bodies and others made it

impossible for the apartheid regime to continue ruling in the old way. The

(all by the ANC and its allies tn make the country ungovemable was

answered with vigour. As mass and armed actions dovetailed into a

generalised popular offensive. the crisis of apartheid deepened and the

regime's retreat routes narrowed.

On this day. we pay tribute to the heroes ol the people's army. whose

selfless contribution to the ovetall struggle made it possible tor us to,

reach the decisive phase we are at today. We lower our banners in memory

at our martyrs. some of whose remains tie buried in fataway tands. We
salute the fighters ol the mass democratic movement who lost their lives

in the line of duty.

We owe it to alt these heroes to ensure that the ptocess we have now

embarked upon is neither detailed nor delayed. We owe it to their memory
to move with deliberate speed to the democratic South Alrica tor which

they paid the supreme sacrifice.

Ilass Action fat Tcanster at Power

We have just emerged lrom yet another eventful year in the calendar of

our struggle. 1991. the Year of Mass Action to: the Transler of Power. was

so designated because at the realisation that mm action has become

mete crucial than ever before in our struggle. Without mass action we

cannot move toward. Without the people in constant politicat motion. our
demands at the negotiations table will sound hollow. Without mass action,

the ptecess we have enteted into will be relegated to an exchange among

leaders. tt will tack the decisive input of the people.

Throughout this past year, we have had to tight every inch ol the way in

the effort to realise tree political activity and ensute a fair and just

transition to democracy. Central in these actions - tram the marches on

the opening of pattiament. consumer boycotts, rallies and general strikes V

is one crucial message: that the apartheid regime does not have the tight

to rule our country even one day longer. .
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A special place among these actions belongs to the general strike against

Value Added Tax. In its unilateral decision to impose this tax. the regime

sounded an important warning to thempeople at our country. This warning is
that we cannot locus our attention solely on the constitutional and

political issues of transition.

At virtually all levels of the economy. the regime and big business are

engaged in a concerted dtive to restructure the economy at the expense of

the poor. Privatisation. VAT. pmposed minetal iaws and othet plans are
among the many measures they hope to use to ensure that a new

democratic government will be left without the means to redress the

historical socie-economic injustices brought about by apartheid.

the anti-VAT genetal strike served an impeilant notice that the people

will not allow this Iegalised plunder. In the coming year, it will be
necessary to strengthen our intervention in socioeconomic matters to

stop the regime's programmes and initiate measures that will help lay the

basis tor a democratic economy. I

Vibrant Organisation

1991 saw the development at the ANC into a Vibrant organisation. a pace-

setter in the streets and in negotiations and an example of democratic

practice. '

The Atrium National Congress has reestablished itself as a truly

national organisation. F(OIYI the southern tip at the continent to the

Limpopo, in bath rural and urban areas, ANC branches are being set up.

Black and white democrats: women, youth, workers. teligious

pea'sonatities. traditional leaders. businesspeople - all these lorces and
othets have swelled the ranks at the ANC because it voices their

aspirations.

At our first ever National Conlerence within South Attica in mete than 30

years. we reviewed the state at the nation and our organisation and

charted the way forwatd. It is common cause that this oonlerence was

inlused with a democratic spirit. unprecedented in the hustoq of this

country. We emerged treat the 48th National Conference stronger and with 
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mtolding mday owe their success to the contributions of the btanches and

nandated delegates to that histon'c conterence.

Yet we must improve our Olganisational capacny it we are to meet the

tew challenging tasks. The environment within which we have to opetate

s changing all the time. Adequate leadership must be exercised not only

from national oltice. All our structures must become the tnbune of the

uecple. capable at giving leadetship and guiding the search to: Viable

'emedies tn the people's plight.

The aIl-tound clarity and consistency of Our pmnouncements. the Vitality

at our political life in the lowest structures and our links with the

rnasses are the only means to guarantee the growth and development of
our atganisation. N; we entet the new and unchartered terrain of open

political contest lf'l the build-up to democratic elections. we need to

combine all these qualities with the necessary expertise that these new

terms of struggle demand.

Political Violence

But there are serious limits it the atmosphere for normal political

activity has not been realised. The violence engulfing our country is the

major impediment in this regard. During the course at the past year,

thousands at our people have been killed and maimed in senseless carnage

directed at members at the ANC and its allies and black communities in

general.

The sheer scale and brutality of the killings and the seeds at hatted being

sown will leave a terrible blot on the soul at the whole nation. .

The Atrican National Congress initiated and took an active part in the

preparations for the National Peace Convention because we value lite and

seek harmony among Our people. We are not only involved in the structures

set up by the Peace Accord; we seek to speed up the ptooess and place all

these structures on a sound operational footing in the various regions.

But It is quite clear that these structures and the codes of conduct

adopted Will be meaningless it the killings continue.

to the communities bearing the brunt ot'this violence. evidence at police

ooilusion and diswgard ot the agreed codes abounds. The media continue to

uncover facts about the involvement at the apattheid army and police in

perpetrating violence. Public funds have been used to support patties

imptimted in the violence. There is an evident reluctance on the part at

the regime to outlaw the carrying ot dangerous weapons in public. despite

the alarming death toll.

All these developments point to one reality: the white minutity regime is

talking peace on the one hand while coltuding in the war against its

opponents on the other. In this way. they hope to exact from the liberation

movement eormromises that will leave the system of apartheid

essentially unchanged. The irresponsible statements and threats of ciml

war horn certain political leaders also attest tn lhlS heinous strategy.

Open Letter

When the ANC issued the Open Leltet to the govemment in April at last

year. we sought to sensittse the public about the senousness 0t this

danget and to nudge the regime into taking the necessary measures to deal

with this horrendous situation. Their hatt-heaned measures and refusal to

clear other obstacles demonstrate that the apartheid tulers are neither

willing nor capable at bringing about free political activity. The racist

regime is the major obstacle to the pmcess at fundamental change. It

must make way tor an Interim Government of National Unity.

lheretore. while we intensity the implementation of the agreements

contained in the Peace Accord and take all necessary measures to bting

peace to our communities. we must redouble our efforts to put in place an

Interim Government which enjoys the confidence at the people as a whote.

Broad Pattiotlc Front

The phase of struggle we have entered requires the Widest possible unity

of all forces opposed to apartheid. No single organisation. no matter how

powerful, can shouldet the bunden at the challenges lacing the country 



alone. The urgent task conlmnting all the people at South Africa today is

the transfer at power tmm the white minority regime to the people.

The ANC's appmadt to the Broad Patriotzc Front initiative is guided by

this perspective. When the patriotic hunt conference was finally held in

October. it signilied the culmination of efforts by the ANC and other

organisations to empowet the overwhelming majority ot the people tor the

task of transtet at power. This historic achievement should be

consolidated in actual snuggle.

Basing itself on the decisions at this conierence. the ANC took the

initiative in calling tor an Alt-Party Conlerence which was realised in

the holding of CODESA ,We placed hefom this forum the demands ol the

patriotic forces tor a Constituent Assembly and impanial transitional

mechanisms. In this endeavour. the ANC enjoys the support of the

overwhelming majority oi the ciganisations which took part in that

conference: political parties and organisations. trade unions. youth and

students: structures, women's mganisations. professional associations,

business organisations and others.

The solemn pledge hunt the patriotic hont eonlerenee was to putsue the

obiective ot transter of power with all deliberate speed. Those who

approach the front with the seriousness it deserves cannot thetetote be

embarrassed. as some seem to be. by the advances South Altim is making

in this direction. It is the duty of the ANC and all other forces who

subscribe to that historic patriotic declaration to ensure that we act

together to achieve the demands contained in it. It is also our duty to ma

over as many torces as possuble into this lront.

Freedom will be won nowhere else but in struggle, including, as the

pathetic lmnt conference resolved. in the theatte cl negotiations. All

eltorts need to be directed at consolidating unity against the primary

enemy of all South Ahicans: the apartheid system. The ANC's purpose in

entering negotiations also remains unchanged: the transfer of power horn

the racist minotity to the people as a whole.

International Community
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As 1991 drew to a close, the Commonwealth oi Nations. the Non-Aligned

Movement (NAM) and the United Natigns Genetal Assembly alt unanimously

took tar-reaching decisions regarding thei: support for the struggle

against apartheid, It is a measure at the stature of our movement and the

correctness at its approach that the resolutions taken by these august

bodies correspond with out own policy positions as tellected in the

decisions of our 48th National Conference.

Basically, the international community is saying that the system of

apartheid and its perpetratom should continue to be isolated as has been
the use belore. However. the new omens oi the transition that are being

bum in struggle should be given maximum support This should include

relevant measures to censuie those who violate agieernents of the

National Peace Convention and CODESA.

The COTICTete programmes emerging from this process seek to relate the

lifting ol isolation to specmc steps in the direction of a democratic

South Africa. '

The presence at eminent reptesentatives ot the OAU, the Commonwealth.

NAM, UN, European Economic Community and the Red Cross at the lirst

sitting at CODESA is one example of the moral and political suppod these

forces can give to the pmoess now under way. Certainty, as the process

unfolds. their involvement will have to be inCteased in accoutanoe with

concrete needs and agreements reached among vatious parties within

South Attica.

Their expedise in transitional processes, the moral power at their

supervision and monitOting, the strength cl their voice in the verification

of the outcome of various stages at the transition will not only help

guatantee fairness in the p(ooess. It will also ensure that what tmally

emerges enjoys international legitimacy. After all. it is in no small

measure thanks to the eltorts of anti-apartheid torces the world over,

responding tn the massive build up at internal struggles. that South Africa

today is entering the stage oi transition to democracy.

lnterdependent Wotld 
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Precisely because we live in an interdependent world, we are duty-bound

to leam truth and take advantage of developments in othei regions at the

world.

In this regard we take heart at the tits! steps taken in the Middle East

towards a peacetul negotiated settlement. The tight at the Palestinian

people tn statehood is not only morally iust. It is a necessaiy prerequisite

tor peace in that embattled region.

In Eastern Europe, upheavals oi epoch-making proportions are afoot. In the

final analysis. the pierogative to choose. amend and change a status quo

belongs to the people of any given country. The positive developments in
Attica leading to a multi-party democratic culture constitute a welcome

exercise of this right. This peispective and the search tot world peace and

stability ate paramount in international relations. The ANC stands

unequivocally by these piinciples.

The right at nations to deteirnine their destiny without foreign

interference and domination is enshrined in our policy documents and

terms the bediock at our piactice. We theietore stand opposed

brinkmanship, the use of arms and linancial domination as an instrument

of foreign policy by any state. big or small. We reiterate our solidarity
with the people of Western Sahara. Palestine. East Timor and elsewhere in

their struggle for national seltdeterminaticn.

Towards Negotiations

As we ring down the curtain on 1991, we can say with oontidence that the

general crisis of the apartheid system has never been deeper. Dun'ng the

past year, the democratic movement oonsolidahed its hold on the strategic

initiative.

With the successful conclusmn ot the lust sitting at CODESA, the people

of South Attica have taken an impedant step towards a negotiated

resolution of their problems. The declaration adopted at CODESA signifies

a break with the past - an important step into the transition. However,

while the Declaration 0t Intent constitutes an admission ot tailute on the

part of the regime and the moral superiority of our cause, it remains but a'
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declaration. How decisive this break is will be deteimined in the struggles

ot the year ahead. _

Precisely bawuse the new phase is about the cential question of our

struggle - the question at transtet of power - iesistance by the white

ruling bloc will be more intense. We should expect mate Showmanship.

attempts at disruption. munter-revolutionary violence and systematic

propaganda against the lheration movement Though the struggle will take

new lorms, it is likely to remain difficult.

Interim Government

Transition will begin in earnest with the installation at an Interim

Government of National Unity, Such a body should he sovereign, with

effective impartial mechanisms to ensure freedom and fairness.

It is a measure of the shean ot the democratic movement and out

international supporters that the tegime has conceded that it cannot be
referee and player in this piecess. By adtnowledging the need tor an
interim government, the apartheid rulers have obiectively accepted that

their regime is illegitimate and incapable of supervising the transition.

However. as am he expected from such an illegitimate and illegal regime.

wheie it is torced to retreat. it does so to new lines of detence.

This is what the convoluted oonstitutrional process proposed by the De

Kleik administration amounts to. To have a mlereridum in which the only

voice that will count is that of whites is to perpetuate the criminal

system of apartheid. To hold an election tor a transitional parliament and

government is to deliberately complicate and delay what should othenuise

be a simple and manageable transition. It is a device to keep the essential

content at the 1983 constitution in place for as long as possible.

The democratic movement demands an Interim Government of National

Unity because the regime cannot supervise dOt'IIOCIalIC elections and laidy

undeitake other tasks 0! the transition. Therefore. the regime's proposal

for a ietei'endum and elozh'on hefom Such an latenm Government is in

place pitifully begs the question.



Behind this lies a more sinister scheme: an attempt to legitimise an

undemocratic constitution. parliament and regime and prolong the

transition by ten years and more. In this period. power will remain
essentially in white hands.

The Atriwn National Congress and other democratic forces demand a multi-

party interim government whose composition should be negotiated in the

Convention for a Democratic SA. Its mandate will be to supervise the

ttansition to democracy which should be accomplished in the shortest

possible time. Such a govemment will ensure tree political activity.

faimess in the treatment of all political organisations and patties and

supervise elections tor a Constituent Assembly.

It IS thetelore crucial that the interim government he sovereign and have

a limited time-span. Such a government w0uld have, among others. the

tollowing attributes;

t soveretgn control over all armed toroes and police. state media,
electotal pmcesses, budget and finance. foreign affairs and ttade, Judicial

matters and so onzmd

' forums to take decisions on and supervise the mnagement ot soooe

economic issues in the transition.

Immediate Implementation

Once agreement has been teached regarding multiparty control over

security forces, state media. and other areas so identified as well as the

multi-patty council, these decisions should be immediately implemented

and preparations started for elections tor a Constituent Assembly.

Negotiations over othet aspects at government shoutd be facilitated as

much as possible, but they should not delay movement towards a

Constituent Assembly.

The implementation medunisms 0t CODESA are meant to ensure that

legislation drafted by its relevant structures is not vetoed by the tri-

mmeral parliament or the present government. This includes relevant

amendments to the current constitution. In any ease the majonty at

parties in this pattiament and govemmeht will be patty to these
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decisions. The ANC rejects attempts by the National Pany regime to grant

a minority within broader South African society veto powers over the

future at the whole nation. simply because they are white.

We put forward these pmposals with the aim of ensuring speedy and

balanced movement towards the central objective at negotiations: the

drafting of a democratic constitution and the setting up at a democratic

government.

Constituent Assembly

The Issue at a Constituent Assembly is theretore central to our approach

to the transition. This demand detives from the universally accepted

principle that sovereignty in any country resides with the people. A new

constitution. based on the broad principles adopted by CODESA, should be

drafted by mandated teptesentatwes of the people on the basis at one-

person. onevote on a common voters' roll.

Nothing less than a demctatmlty-elected constitution-making body will

enioy legitimacy in the eyes at our people and ensute that the

ovemhelming majority (aspect the line! product. Further. there cannot be

any point in setting up an intetim government it this ptindple has not

been adopted.

Given a commitment on the pan 0! all parties tn realise the democratic

constitutional principles adopted by COOESA. the pmoess of transition inn

be accomplished within a reasonably short period. The ANC will strive tor
the setting up at an Interim Gavemment in the first halt of this year. and

elections tor a Constituent Assembly to be held by December 1992.

Theretcwe. South Africa could (at the lirst time in its history have a

democratic government within the immediate future. We urge all South

Africans to strive tor the accomplishment of this objective.

Inclu sive Process

The process at reshaping South Ahim should invotve all its people

without exception. This by definition includes millions of Our people

residing in the socalled 'independent homelands'. relegated to patches of 


