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Fanpton fare

Deay Chair-psrsaon .,
CONDUCT OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL: FOREIGN MINISTER R.F. BOTHA.

I write (o draw your wrgent attention o what | coensider
to be tmproper use of a state oTfflce ana occasion Tor
party nolitical intereste. 1 reter o f"orzige Manister Pik
Hotha s briefing featwra2d In tonzgni's eight o' cloer T.v,
news, 07 foreign reprezentatives.

I write in two capacities:

X As director of a pastoral institute which is concerned
with bthe pastoral implicetions of social developments,

X As a responsible citizen of this country.

I cansioer the last-mentioned capacity as the fundamental
and mest inportant one.

A brietfing of foreign representatives by & Minister of
State for Foreign AfTairs is a solemn event which snowid
reprassnt South Aftrica, not a party position. In his
briefing Mr Bctha presenitea the National Farty proposals
presantes Lo Working Eroup Two of CODEBA. He went on to
notivate them. and used the gpportunity to interpret the
ANC ‘s nroposals of decizion making by the standard two-
thirds maijcrity as characteristic of their commitment to
central newer bvecause T their marxist inclinations.

[ coneidey 1t onjectionanle and irresponsible o sucih a
senior member of the govermment to do This at the very
momen + and time when the Worbing @roup 12 locked in
discussions over the very 1ssues. 1t ie reprehensible that
Me sheuld do €this on the payiticdlar svening when @il South
Africans wno are committed to the success of negotiations
for justics and peace, are earnastly praying for a just
resolution of the deadlock,.
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We bkrncw that Me Botha Pas recently besn elegted Transvasal
leader of the National Party, and that ne may have
@lectionmeering reasons for being aggressively partisan.
However , as & Minister of State, speaking strictly in tihat
capacity at & briefing of Torelgn represa2ntatives, ha bas
no Juastification to zspeak in th2 langusoe of a "Transvaal
Nasionsla Party Leier' - admittedly, a very impertant anc
power ful position an the South African politice of the not
wan distant nast.

LOSKiINGg st the dignified and halanced manner : ire

chairperson of the CODESA Manzgzment Commitree pressnted
himself as a state official between the two welil-manneread
parvisars in acendsa. [ thought Mr Botha has an @xampie to

I veguest thac the Maragement Commitrtee taves inis matter
Uz in the code of giscipline i publiiec officials. IY thuis
iz not sddreseed. @ =2nall have 1t happen again, as At
alwaye hae, that governmant ofricials, including

depar tmental funcionaries. the army and the police, fail
T distinguish bRTweRen fthelir roles as orficialz of the
puwizlhic ana those of the narties they privately belong to;
hetween thair asrsonal and sometimes household wnterests
and those ot the state.

It these oractices are not rooted out at the nighest
level. then we can expect serious problems with the
ievelling of the paolitical fieid in the interim period. In
fact we shall have a situation where the South African
punlic can helplessly witness every right wing soldier,
npolice aifficer., or departmental ofticiatl, for instance,
presuming Justificacion in abusing their office to promote
their political designs, to varving deograees of vinlence
and public harm.

If CODESA cannot stop this., Morena boloka seciiaba sa hesu:

Thank vou for yvour time.

Yours foi a democratic futuwre.

)

Rélvd M. Matusi Mpumiwana.

.. Media.




