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14 Meadow Road
Rosebank
7700
Cape
9th July 1990
Prof A Sachs
London

Dear Professor Sachs,

It has been a great pleasure and privilege for me to have
been asked to edit your papers. I have long been an admirer
of yours and greatly respect your work. Editing your papers
is proving an extremely enriching and worthwhile experience
in human and political terms.

My deadlines have been very tight. Please view this as
amiairstesdrat tredita. I will be going through each chapter
a second time, particularly to make sure that all Oxford
University Press’ editing conventions (which are different
from many other editing conventions) are met.

Some of the original print-outs are full of my marks
and comments in the margins and on the text. It will be
difficult for you to make any sense of them. So I have
marked the points that need your attention with an orange
koki. You can ignore the rest. Also, ignore the green
koki. I used it to remind myself to ask questions of the
OUP publishers.

On several occasions I wrote notes to myseltf in the
margin that later became redundant, usually because you
answered the gquestion yourself further down in the text, or
because I managed to resolve the problem myself. I tried to
tippex out redundant notes with rather thick tippex. When
there was too much marginal comment to make tippexing
feasible, I just left it in. Most of the comments that
remain relevant are noted in separate editing notes attached
to each chapter. You are obviously free to take up the
points, or not, as you see fit.

I hope to be able to meet you personalily when you are
home again.

With best wishes
Yours sincerely

Helen Zille




=dit n’fﬁ Comments.

Towards a Charter of Children’s Rights:

I did quite an extensive edit on this chapter. Please check
the edited version.

Lo

This chapter raises questions about individual
responsibility, even in the face of overwhelming odds.
It is obviously particularly ditficult to raise these
questions in respect of children. They are the most
vulnerable members of society, and their lives are
shaped by social, political, and economic factors that
they can do nothing to influence. The vast majority of
South Africa’s children have indeed been devastated by
apartheid. They are abused by the organised might of
the state.

Some have also been brutalised. I think you need to
address this point. South Africans have repeatedly
seen photographs ot children dancing around burning
bodies. They have witnessed groups of youth (children
up to 18), whose popular mandate is uncertain,
enforcing their will on entire commun'aajl,cze%m,‘whether in
the form of forced payment for their, olattacal
activities, or ‘monitoring’ school boycotts etc. This
has caused much resentment within communities. Many
gsenior activists have conceded that there is a youth
element ‘out of control’ who feel free to engage any
form of action in the name of the struggle.

Is it correct to imply (particularly in the case of
‘older’ children -- up to 18) that they are entirely
victims of the state?; are they capable of choice and
moral responsibility? You imply that they are; you
mention that children have taken on the responsibility
of adults. This seems to suggest that many have
transcended their circumstances, and indeed they have.
This contradicts a theme throughout that children are
merely the victims.

As you point out in the chapter on women, those who
have suffered the most oppression in our society, from
a variety of sources, are playing heroic roles,
transcending their circumstances and sustaining and
nurturing tfamilies against all odds. Many do this'while
actively engaging the struggle.

It is very difficult to make this point from a position
of white, middle-class privilege; it may even be
immoral to do so. Bt T wa sl by One of the greatest
challenges of the future will be to avoid the
{legitimate) temptation to continue blaming everything
on apartheid atrocities as a way of ducking moral
responsibility for our actions. This applies to
teenage children as well as to others. Society does
indeed owe the children a great debt and will have to
make extensive reparations. You make creative
suggestions about how this can be done. Buta I thinkaat
is important to address the other side of the coin.




This chapter takes no cognisance oif the substantial
change in rhetoric that the government has undergone in
the past years. In recent times the government has
actively propagated the idea that the diversity of
cultural sources in our contry can be a tfoundation for
richness etc. and children are actively encouraged in a
variety of ways, particularly in the mass media, to
respect and care tfor each other.

You may dismiss this as cynical rhetoric. Indeed, much
legislative follow-up is needed to turn the rhetoric
into reality. Nevertheless many of the attitudes that
yvou ascribe to the government are more reminiscent of
1960s apartheid than the rhetoric ot the ‘new South
Africa’. This leads to overstatement at times. I think
yvou need to address this point
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