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o REPORT FROM MAFIKENG ANTI-REPRESSION FORUM ‘MAREF) FEBRUARY 199z,

RFPOKT: POLITICAL TRIALS IN RCPHUTIATSWANA

Alchouch this r=port covers political trials in Pophutatswara, it is
AifFicult to gather  informaticn on  such trials and it is vherefore
ncegible that many czses have not et heen docurentcd. This report

con  caovers only trese trials whizh we have been informed of in the
followina regicns: Thaba tichu, Mafikerng, Lehurutse, and Rustenhurdg.

e 'official' crarges range from theft and Assault to Public Violence,
1i1laanl  Gatherans, and Murder. However, these trials are in all cases
vieviee as rolltical since the events leadirg td the arrest and trial of
r<it of the accused ravolve around thelx political activities. These
sotivicies would he perfectly legitirate in any democratic country.
Hewever, tne Bop recire findg such acitivices detrimental to their
romeland  aspirations, In sowe cases people have been arrested ard
crarged  for no othar raason than contravening tha Internal Security Act
ir terms of [llegal Gathering (i.e. a meeting cf more than two peopla).

-

. :
It ~ust be =mphasised that the existence of the Bill of Rights in

Soohuliatswana 1is entirely farcical. The las: section, Section 18 (1)

reade as follcus:

The risnts an! freecdors referred to in Seations 9 to 17 may
e rescricted onlv by a law of Parliament and suah law shall
rave a gencral application.

fn  addition, rthere are laws which render the Bill of Rights

ipeffactnal. OF particialar significance are the foilowing three acts:

1. ‘fhe Internal Security Act no. 32 of 1979 as arencéed March 1991,

49 ]
.

The Security Cleararce Act no. 40 of 1985.

L} ]
.

Thes Punlic Servicc Act.




TN

1isted below is s summary of che public trials of whiech MAREF is awveare.

CHARGE NU CASES .l
1. Murder\ Attempted murder 6.

2. Public Violence. 4,

3 Unlawful Gathering 99.

4. Public violence and Malicious Damage
to Property. 36.

5. Arson\Attespted Arson 5
6. illegal Distribution of pamphlets. 2,
7. Public violence and unlavwful gathering. 8.
8. Contravention of Internal Security Act. 9

]
9. Charges not knowan. é
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