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REPORT FROM MAFIKENG ANTI-REPRESSLON FORUM. <MAREF) FEBRUARY 1992. 

RRPORT: POLITICAL TRIALS IN ROPHUTHATSWANA 

Althouch this xraport covers political trials in Pophutatswana, 

  

difficult to gather information on such trials and it is rheri 

  

ble that many 

  

ss have not vet been documented. This report 

1 we have been informed of in the 

following regions: Thaba Nchu, Mafikerg, Lehurutse, and Rustenburg. 

   then cavers enly these trials wh   

Tre ‘official’ charges range from ‘thect and Assault to Public Violence, 

Tjlegal Gathering, and Murder. However, these trials are in all cases 

viewed as political since the events leading to the arrest and trial of 

nost oF the accused revolve around tneiz political activities. These 

activities would be perfectly legitimate in any democratic country. 

Hewever, the Pop vecime finds such acitivices detrimental to their 

homeland aspirations, In some cases people have been arrested and 

   ged for no other reason than contravening the Internal Security Act 
  

ir terms of [llegai Gathering (i.e. 4 meeting cf more than two people). 

x 
s 

It rust be emphasised that tne existence of the Bill of Rights in 

Rophulhatswana is entirely farcical. The last section, Section 18 (1) 

reais as follews: 

  

The risnhts am Freecoins referred to in Sections 9 to 17 may 

ce restricted only by a law of Parliament and such law shall 

tave a general application. 

  

In areiition, there are laws which render the Bill of Rights 

ineffectnal. Of particular significance are the following three acts: 

1. ‘fhe Internal Security Act no. 32 of 1979 as aended March 19913. 

2. The Security Clearance Act no, 40 of 1985. 

3. Tie Puplic Service Act. 

   



ey
 

Map OZ 'SZ 14:23 “MARE 

Listed below is s summary of the public trials of which MAREF is aware. 

CHARGE 

1. Murder\ Attempted murder 

2. Public Violence. 

3 Unlawful Gathering 

4. Public violence and Malicious Damage 

to Property. 

5, Arson\Attempted Arson 

6. illegal Distribution of pamphlets. 

7. Public violence and unlawful gathering. 

8 Contravention of Internal Security Act. 

9. Charges not Known. 
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THE VARLOUS TRIALS ARE GiVEN 

    
      

  

  

    

   
  

    

  

    

    

  

    

  

  

    

  

AREA REASON FOR | NEXT COURT 
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. AREA / REASON FOR NERY COURT 

' , AREEST APPEARNCE 
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