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REPORT ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE SECURITY FORCES 
IN THE VIOLENCE IN NATAL 1992 

Since January this year over 130 feople nave been killed 
in political violence in the country. In Natal alone over 
117 persons have lost their lives. The Signing of the 
National Peace Accord has brought little if any relief to 
strife-corn areas, There are indications that the role 
being played by the Security Forces in Natal is an 
important factor in the increase of the violence to irs 
present proportions. 

Since 2 February 1990 there have been a number cf 
allegations made by organisations that the Security 
Porces far from acting responsibly in dealing with the 
violance, are in fact, fuelling ic. these allegations 
have been strongly refuted by the South African 
Government . 

  

The following trends deal with the rcle played by the 
Security Forces in Natal and are drawn from cases 
teported and or dealt with cy the HRC office tn Natal. 

1. Failure to protect 

Since January there have been a number cf incidents where 
tne Security Forces have failed to protect communities or 
individuals from attacks. 

Tn some cases as in the case of Port Shepstone on the 
1\2\92 and Eskhaweni on both the 16\2\92 and the 24\2\92 
police were given adequate warning that it was possible 
that atcacks would take place and yet failed to ensure 
that sufficient fcrces were present to avoid such 
incicents. 

Also in Eskhaweni on the 16\2\32 the home of Willis 
Mchunu, an ANC REC member was burnt down less than 300m 
from where a Contingent of SAP, SADF and KZP were 
Stationed and yet no attempt was made =: prevent the 
incident from occurring. 
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In other incidents for example on the 17\2\92 ang on the 
24\2\92 in Uganda, sap aud SADF wer present when attacks 
occurred but failed to intervene because the pecple 
involved in the attack were members of the KwaZulu 
Police, 

    

= he 3\2\92 in Ekxutheleni residents contacted the SAp 
riot unit when their area was attacked by armed men from 
Unit 17, The riot unit did arrive in the area but only 
four hours after the incident had been reported, By the 
time they arrived the attack had ended ana the men from 
Unit 17 had returned to thier area, 
This failure by the Security Forces to respond to pleas 
for assistance has resulted in the Perception by many 
residents that the Security Forces are either unable or 
unwilling to protect them and that they can enly rely on 
their own initiatives co Protect themselves. 
2. Bias of Security rorces 
There has been extensive attentisn recently on the 
unlawful and Biased conduce of che xKzp and many 
communities no longer refer even the smaliese 2ncident to 
the KZP because they do not believe they would deal with 
ic impartially, However there i3 also evidence to 
Support the opinion that the sap and sapr, despite 
President De Klerk’s claims that they have become 
Politically impartially since 2 February 1990, also have 
&@ particular political bias Which effect the way they 
deal with the violence. 

The Commission established to leok into what had cceurred 
on the 4 and 5 December 1951 in Bruntville, which lets 
over 13 people dead after an attack by IPp Supporters 
from the hostel on residents of Bruntville, found that 
the SAP had in fact shown 2 bias coward Inketha. In a 
report before Parliament the Commission stated tha: 
“reliable evidence Strongly suggests a elias on the part 
of the Sap towards Inkatha" (Natal Mercury 8\ 2\92) 
Reports of attacks on the ANC- supporting hostels in 
Eskhaweni on the 16\2\92 which leve i2 People dead indicate that the Security Forces (K2?, SAP and SADF) did mot attempt tc disarm the Inkatha men who had entered the area heavily armed but did, shortly after the attacks on the hostels, move through the hestels disarming and assaulting the hostel dwellers who had been sucessfyl in defending themselves from the initial attacks, 

  
 



  

3.1. Involvement in attacks on Communities and 

residents: 

There have been at least three incidents since the 

beginning of the year where the KZP nave attacked ereas 

either on their own or together with Inkatha members. 

In Ekutheieni on the 2\2\92 K2P members joined Inkatha 

supporters from unit 17 in an attack on residents. Over 

4 people where kilied and 200 homes Surnt in ‘this 

incident. 

On the 16\2\92 K2P again joined men from Unit 17. 

This time they attacked che Uganda settlement, On the 23\2\92 

KZP again moved into Uganda firing randomly at residents. 

3.2. Involvement in assaults on people 

In Indaleni, near Richmond residents allege that the SADF 

nave been involved in chree incidents cf rape. Police in 

she area nave confirmed that two case of rape involving 

SADF members are being investigated. (Daily News 11\2\92) 

There are also a number of incidents wnere people are 

saken into custody by the pclice or azmy and then 

assaulted once in custody. 

In Thuleni in Umlazi, two youths were allegedly 

apprehended py SADF members. The youths allege that they 

were assaulted for over 30 minutes by SADF member. The 

youths were aprehended on evening of the 139\1\92 but only 

arrived at the police station ac 7.30 che next day. 

(Black Sash RMG) 

   

At Magoda, Richmond two youths were aprehenced by SADF 

and SAP members after a two way radio was found in their 

house. The youths allege that they were assaulted both on 

the way to the police station and then again at the 

police station. Both youths were Later released without 

being charged. (Affidavits on file, Cheadle Thompsom and 

Hysom PMB) 

4. Failure to comply with lawyers. 

Cn the 17th Fepruary 1991 lawyers acting for Frazer 

Bilaza Shamane were forced to seek an urgent interdict 

gaining access to their client, who was being heid at the 

Umla2i police station. The interdict was granted and 

according to Shamane’s lawyer when they did get to see 

him they found that Shamane had b wounded during his 

arrest and that he was not receiving adequate medical 

  
  

 



  

treatment. 

3. Jurisdiction 

Communities who have faced Problems with the K2P have appealed for assistance from the SAP. the Standard response from the SAP +o most of these requests is caat they are unable co act effectively because the area falis under the control of the K2P. This response raises a fundamental question, namely whether it is competent or proper for the Central Government to abdicate tTesponsibility for a Dreakdown of law and order in ona Part of the country which remaing a Dart of the Republic of SA even if it is under the jurieay ion of the Kwa2elu government, 

  

The K2P has also begun to move into areas that are nor under their jurisdiction and the SAP seem to have done little if anything co stop them. Uganda settlement which has been Subjected to recent attacks from the K2P is an area under the cortro! of the SAP yat, the SAP have shown a reluctance to act against the K2p :n these instances. 

THE NEW POLICE BILL 

A significans rumber ef cases that occurred in che KwaZulu area since January i, aileged the isveiv. RENT either directly or indirectly of the KwaZulu Poiice in the violence. 

In December the international jurist report on the violence had the following to Say of the X2P "the Kwazulu Police are perceived to be Partial ey the vast Mavorigy of the Population . The Police are all ™ ers Inkatha. Chief Minister Suthelezi is both Mm. Police and President 9¢ Inkatha. In ¢ome eases their K2P’s) conduct has been violent an¢é cruel" 

   
       

  

In December the ERC and ERC in Natal Produced a report documenting the role that the K2P have Played since their inception the Yeport has the following to Say about the K2P “The failure of the KZP to act and to be seen to act impartially has led to a lack ef faith and trust on the Part of the ordinary citizens......" the report also points out that che credibility of the kzp has sunk to an all time low and that the K2P are so inextricably enwoven in the conflict that there seems to be little chance of them ever extracting themselves. 

  

One of the subjects under discussion within the National 

  
 



  

  

Peace Accorg 2s the €$ts0!ishmenr of a Single command 

Structure for the police under which the Kzp would fail, 

Parties to the National Peace Accord, including the 

KwaZulu Government, agreec thac the starus of the 

Someland pol:ce forces Should be Seciged through 
Negotiations, and that any allegation Of the force being 
involved ix violence shoule be Subsece to independant 
monitoring. 

=nvolvement in Che violence and at a time when Codesa has 
on its agenda the role and future ef the homelands 

themselves, ic i$ inconceivable that the sa Government 
would attempt to enact legistation that would =ncrease 

che powers of the homeland Police and Jive them the 

Opportunity to operate in Srea outside of their 
Jurisdiction. Should ropesed legislation become law 
and the K2P’s Powers of opératicn *Ncreased is has the 

very real Potential o¢ @SCalating the vVicience ro even 

greater Preportions, 

Given the overwhelming evidence Pointing to the K2P/ 5 

  

CONCLUSION 

While the Major focus has been On the involvement oF the 

KwaZulu Police ang the role they continue to Piay in the 

violence, reports compiled would Seem to Svtpore che 

aliegation that the SA Government Security Forces or at 

least significant: numbers 9 Security Force Memders are 

unable to aecr impartially and at times even act unlawful 

in dealing with the violence. The frequency and pattern 

of such acczions clearly points to this noe IuSt being she 
actions of a few Tenegrade individuais. This raises the 
question of whether the Security Forces have any interest 

in ensuring the success of the National Peace Accord or 

at very leas: in upholding and acting in accordance with 

the spirit of che Peace Accord. 
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ANNEXUKE 

PORT SHEPSTONE (Murchison 01:02\92} 

One person, Sipho Mbisi, was killed and two other Feopie Were injured when a large group of Inkatha Supporters cpened fire on a group of ANC youth returning to Murchison. 

The incident occurred when about 30 unarmed youth attempted ro return to their homes in Murchison after promises from the cenief, chief Ndwalane, that they would be safe if they returned to the area. The youth had fled the area early las: year after Inkatha had moved into the area and gone cn a forced recruitment drive. 
Shortly before the incident the ANC Zonal committee had met with the police in the area who had promised protection for the youth, 

According to eyewitness accounts the yourh alighted from taxis next So an SAP caspir and two policemen, from th re the youth moved to the sports ground. At the sports ground cone of the SAP member ordered the youth to sit down, Once the vouth were seated the policeman fired cne shot into the air. Within minutes cf the shot being fired a group of abour 50 heavily armed Inkatha supporters arrived. These men waiked passec the caspir and cpened fire on the seated youth, The police at no tine attempted to stop the Inkatha supporters. : 

After the shooting most of the youth fled into the pushes ana all attempes by the ANC leadership to get a police escort into th area to assist these youth failed. (Source Joznt Working Committee Pore Shepstone) 

Ekuthuleni (Umlazi 02\02\92} 

At least 4 people were killed and ar deast 200 homes burnt, when men from the Hostel in Unit 17 attacked residents of Zkutnuleni, Affidavits taken from eyewitnesses to the attack alleged that shortly after the men from Unit 17 attacked the area they were joined by 4 KZP members. The Kzp members after removing their shirts, joined in the attack against residents of Ekuthuleni. 
The two days following the attack and after most residents of Ekuthuleni had fled from the azea, men from Unit 17 entered the area looting and burning homes. {Source HRC, Monty Moodley ¢ Assoc) 

  
  

 



  

Eskhaweni (North Coast 16\02\92 ) 

On the 16 February 1992 a meeting of chiefs had been called Oy one of the Chiefs in the area. The meeting never occurred but over 12 people where kulled and at least 24 hames 

At this point a group of Inkatha Supporters broke away and moved down to where Willis Mchunu, a prominent ANC member, lived. His house was burre by theses men 300 m trom where @ SAP, SADF and KZP Contingent where stationed 

The Security Forces did not astempt to remove the Inkatha men who had entered the area by bus nor did they attempt to disarm the Inkatha supporters. They did however, raid the hostels disarming and arresting the hostel residents. 

Anempts by Regional leadership of the ANC to Speak to the police and try to calm the Situation was ignored. In the end 12 people were salied and over 24 homes belonging to prominent ANC members where burnt. (Source IWC Northern Natal) 

Eskhaweni (North Coast 23\12\92) 

3 people were killed when they where attacked by a large group 
of Inkatha Supporters gathered at the Hlanganani Hall. The farst 
attack in which two people were killed occurred in the presence 
of the KZP whe did net attempt tc prevent the incident. the men 
had gathered at the Hall illegally and despite constant appeals 
from Lawyers and Tes:dents of the area to both the SAP and the 
KZP nothing was done to remove or disarm the men 4t the hall, 
(Source Silochini Pillay ¢ Assoc, IWC northern Natai) 

  

 


