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REPORT ON TEE INVOLVEMENT OF THE SECURITY FORCES
IN THE VIOLENCE IN NATAL 1992

Since January this year cver 130 peccle nave been kxilled
in political violence in the country. In Natal alone over
117 persons have lost their lives. The sigaing of the
National Peace Accord has brought little if any relief to
strife-torn areas. There are indications that the raole
being played by the Security Foxces in Natal is an
important factor in the increase of the violence to it
present proportions.

Since 2 Tebruary 1990 chere have been a number =f
allegations made by organisations that the Security
Forces far from acting responsibly in dealing wish the

violance, are in fact, fuelling iz, These alLleqgations
have Dpeen strongly refuted by the South African
Government.

The following trends deal with the rcle playved by the
Security Forces in Natal and are drawn from cases
reported and or dealt with £y the HRC c¢cffice ir. Natal.

1. Failure to protect

Since January there nave been a number ¢f incidents where
tne Security Forces have failed To protect cemmunitias or -
individuals frem attacks.

In scme cases as in the case of Port Shepsteone on the
1\2192 and Eskhaweni on beth the 16\2\92 and the 24\2\092
police were given adeguate warning that i1t was possible
that atctacks would take place and yet faliled te ensure
that sufficient fcrces were present ts avoid such
incicents.

Also in Eskhaweni on the 15\2\32 the home of Will:i

Mchunu, an ANC REC member was burznt down less than 300m
from whera a contingent of SAP, SADF and XZP were
stationed and yet no attempt was made :to prevent th

incident from occurring.
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In otker incidents for example on the 17%2\92 ana an the
24\2\92 in Uganda, 3AP ang SADF were vresent when attackse
aCcurred but fajled TO intervere tecause the Pecple
involved in rhe attack were tembers of pne Kwazy: @y
Police,

On the 3\2\91 in Exutheleni residents contacmed the sap
riot uni: when their area was atzacked by armeq men ‘rom
Unit 17, 7The riot uNit did arrive jip the area byt only
four hours afrer the incident hag been reported. By the
time they arrived tae attack had ended ana the men from
Unit 17 had reaturned to thier area,

This failure by the Security rForces Lo respond to pleag
for assistance has resulted in the Perception by many
residents thae the Security Forces are sitner unable or
anwilling to Protect them and that they can enly rely an
their own initiatives to Protect themselves.

2. Bias of Security Forces

There has been CXtensive attenrisn recerzly on the
unlawful ang biased cgnduce ©f cthe K22 ‘ing many
communities no ionger refer eéven the smallest incident to
the KIP because they ds not believe they would deal Wwith
it impa:tiaily. However chere Z3 also evicence o
SuPpoOrt cthe opinion that the 3$AP ang SAZF, despite
President pe Klerk’s claims that rhey have become
Politically impartially since 2 Februazy 1992, also have
& particular politricaj bias which effect :he wWay they
deal with the violence.

The Commission e@stablished to lecok inIo what had Ccgurred
on the 4 and s December 1361 in 3runtville, which lets
over 13 people dead after an aterack by TP Supporters
from the hostel on residents o< Bruntville, fourd thar
the SAP had in fact shown 2 bias ccowara Inkatha, In a
Teport befopre parliament rhe Commission srateq thacs
"reliable evidence Strongly suagests a Zias ¢n rhe rart
of the SAP towards Inkatha" (Naral Mercury 3\2\42)

Reports cof attacks on the .ANC—suppor:ing hostels ip
Eskhaweni on the 16\2\92 which _Lase 12 people dead
indicate that the Security Forces (KZ2P, SAP ara SADF) did
NOt attempt tc disarm the Inkatha men who haq entered the
area heavily armed pur Qid, shertly afrer the attacks en
the hostels, move through the nestels disarming and
assaulting the hostel dwellers who had leen sucessful in
defending themselives from the inirial attacks,
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3.1. Irvelvement in attacks oo Coésmunities and
rasidents:

There have been at least three incidents since the
peginning of the year where the KIZP have attacked areas
eitner on their own or together with Inkatha members.

Tn Ekurhe.eni on the 2\2\92 K2P members joined Inkatha
supporters from unit 17 in an attack ¢n residents. Cver
4 people where killed and 200 homes »ournt in <this
incident.

cn che 16\2\92 KZP again joined men from Unit 17.
This time they attacked the Uganda settlement. On the 23\2\92
KZP again moved into Uganda firing randomly at residents.

3.2. Iavolvement in assaults on people

In Indaleni, near Richmond residents a.lege that the SADT
nave been involved in three incidents cf rape. Police In
-he area nave confirmed that two case of rape involving
SADF members are being investigated. (Daily News 11\2\92)

There are also a number of incidents wnere people are
-aken into custody by the pclice or azmy and then
assaulted once 1n custody.

In Thuleni in Umlazi, two suths were allegedly
apprehended ny SADF members. The youths al_egé tnat they
were assaulited for over 30 minutes by SADY member. The
youths were aprehended on evening ¢f the 13\1\82 but enly
arrived at the police station ac 7.30 the nrnext day.
{(Black Sash RMG)

At Magoda, Richmond two ycuths wers aprehended by SADF
and SAP members after a two way radio was found in thelr
nouse. The youths allege that they were assaulted both on
-he way to the police staticn and then again at the
police station. Both youths were .ater released without
peing charged. (Affidavits on file, Cheacle Thompson and
Hysem PMB)

4. Failure to comply with lawyers.

Cr the 17t=h Feoruary 1991 lawyers acting for Frazer
5iliza Shamane were forced to seek an urgent interdict
gaining access to their client, who was being heid at =he
Umlazi pelice station. The interdict was granted and
according to Shamane’s lawyer when they did get to see
him they found that Shamans had peen wounded during his
arrest and thazt he was not receiving adequate medical



ceatment.

3. Jurisdiction

Communities who have faced problems With the K2P have
appealed for assistance from the SAD. Tre stancarg
résponse from the SAP +g MOST of these recuescs is ctaat
they are unable o aat effectively because the area fa):'6g
under the control of the X2ZP. Thise resporse raises a
fundamertal question, namely whether it is competent or
Proper for the Central Government ¢ abdicate
responsipbility for a dreakdown aof aw and order in ene
part of the country which remains a vart of the Republic
of SA even if it is Lnder the Jjurisdiction of the Kwa2:lu
government.,

The K2ZP has also begun ts moeve into areas that are not
Jinder their jurisdiction and the SAP seem to have done
little if anyzhing ©o stop then. Uganda settlement which
nas been subjected to Tecent attacks from the k2p i3 an
araa under the cortrol of the SAP yat, the SAP Rave shewn
i reluctance to act against the K2p :n these instances.

THE NEW POLICE BILL

A significan: r~umber of cases thar °clurrad in cpe
XwaZulu area since January _, adileged the i1nveivw nentc
eizther directly or indi:ectly of the KwaZulu 22iice :in
the violence.

In December the inteérnational Jurist report on the
viclence had the follewing ko Say of the X2P "Thre Kwazulu
Police are perceived tro be pertial Ly the vast maicricy
of the pcpulation . The Police are all memkcers of
Inkatha. Chief Minister 3uthelezi i8S both Ministew ci
Police and President »# Inkatha. 2n some Casges their (thea
K2P’8) conducc has been vioclent ancé cruej"

in December the HRC and LRC in Natel Froduced a repor:t
documenting the role trat the K2P have Played since their
inception the report has the following to say about the
KZP "The fajlure ¢f tha K2Zp to a2t and to be seen :o ace
impartially has led to 4 lack cof faith andg txust on the
part of the erdinary citizens.....,." mha report a.so
points out that =he credidility of the K2p has sunk to
an all time lcw and tkar the XZP are so inextricably
enwoven in the conflice that there seems to be little
chance ¢of them ever eXtracting themselves.

One of the subijects under discussion within the National
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Peace Accora g tha €Stsolishment of @& $ingle cemmand
Stricture for Lhe police “nder which the kzp would f£a1],
Parties o the Natipngl Peace Accoxd, includ;ng the
Kwazulu Government, agreed thar the stasys °f the
~omelang Police forces should pe cecigeg through
nego:ia:ions, and that any allegation of zhe force bexng
involved in vidlence shoule pe Subject o independant
Monitoring.

Siven the 9verwhelminq e&vidence Pointing Lo <=he KZp' g
nvolvement in the Violence and AT 3 time when Codesa has
e its agenda the role ang future of the homelangs
themselves, it is inconccivable that the sa Governmenr
would attempt ta enace legislation that woulg inCrease
the powers or the nomeland Police ang Sive zhem gne
opporturity to OPerate in ayaa Outside of Cheir
jurisdistion. Should =nsg Froposed le 1slatzon‘become law
and the Kzp‘se Powers of operatien inCcreased it has rhe
Very real Potential of @scalating rne vVicienze rgo even
greater RPreportiosa

CONCLOSTON

While the nazor facus nas teen on the Involvement of tha
Kwazyuly Police ang the role they continye e play in the
Violence, repoxrts compiled woula seem tgq SUBPOrt rhe
alliegation that the sa Government Security Forces or a¢
ieasr significane numbers o7 Security Force Memoers are
unable to aeg impartially and at timesg eVen act unlawsy}
in dealing wieh the vioclence, The frequency ang Pattarn
©f such actione clearly Points o this noe just beirg =he
actiens of a few renegrade individuals. This raisesg the
question of whether tre Security Forces nave any interest
in ensuring the Success of the Nationsl Peace Accerd or
at very leas: in upholding ang acting ip accordancze wirn
the spiric ¢f “he Peace Accord.

-
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ANNEXUKE

PORT SHEPSTONE (Murchison 01\02\92)

One person, Sipno Mbisi, was Killed and two other =80pie were
injured when a large group ¢f Inkatha SUpPpCrters crened fire on
a group of ANC youth Teturning to Murchisoc:.

The incident occurred when about 30 unarmed yourh attempted to
return to their homes in Murchison aftexr Premises from the Chierf,
chief Ncdwalane, that they would be safe +if they returned to che
area. The youth had fled the area €ar.y last year after Inkatha
had moved int¢ the area and gone cn a forced recruitmwent drive.

Shortly befcre the in¢ident -he ANC Zonal committee had met with
the police in che area who had pPromised protection for the
youth,

According to eyewitness accounts the ysuch al
NexXt To an SAP caspir and twoe policemen, from there the youeh
moved to the sports ground. At t©

n€ sportse ground che of the 3AP
nember ordered the youth tc sit down, Once cthe vouth were seated
the policeman fired cre shot into the air. Within minutes ¢f the
shot belng fired a group of abecur 50 heavily armed Inkatha
sUPPorters arrived. These men waiked Passec the caspir aand cpened
fire on the seated youth. The police at no tinme attempted To stop
the Inkatha supporrers. :

sghtad from taxisg

After the shcoting most of the youth f£1
attempts by the ANC leadership to get

area to assist these youth failed, (Scurce Jiint Working
Committee Pors Shepstcne)

ed into the bushes and all
a ooli¢e escort into th

LXT]

Ekuthuleni (Umlazi 02\02\92)

At least ¢4 people were Killed and ar
men from the Hostel in Unit 17 attaek

Affidavits taken from eyewitnesses to tre attack alleged rthat
shortly after the man from Init 17 attacked the area they were
Joined by 4 K2ZP members. The Kzp memters after removing their
shirts, joined in tre artack against residents of Ekuthuleni,

The two days following the aesack and a
Ekuthuleni had fled from the area,

area looting and Burning homes.
Assoc)

least 200 homes burnt, when
ed residents of Zkutnuleni.

fter mostc residents of
men from Unit 17 entered the

(Source HRC, Monty Moodley & ]
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Eskhaveeni (North Coast 16\02\93 )

On the i6 February 1992 g meedng of chiefs had been cailey oy one of the Chiefs in the
area. The meeting never occurred bus over 12 peopie where killed and at legs; 24 hames

burns down.

The incidents occurred when 13 buses entered the crea and moved towards the hostels where
many ANC supporiers live. The buses where carrying armed Inkathg members and after
disembarking from the buses the men began o anack the first hosel,

As the time of the inciden: the SADF, SAP ang EZP where present and di4 nothing to prevens
the asack. However, when hostel dweiler attempted 10 retaliate and drive the Inkatha men
back the SADF, SAP and KZP began shooting a: hostel dwellers.

Anempts by Regional leadership of the ANC 1o Speak w the police and iry 10 calm the
situation was ignored. In the end 12 people were llled and over 23 homes belonging 10
prominent ANC members where burn:. (Source SWC Northern Natal)

Eskhaweni (North Coast 23\12\92)

3 pecple were killed when they where attacked by a large group
¢f Inkatha Supporters gathered at the Hlangarani Hall. The first
attack in whieh two Teople were killed occurred in the presence
of the XZP whe did mCC atltempt t¢ prevent the incident. The men
had gathered at the Hall illegally ang despite constant appeals
from Lawyers and rés:dents of the area s Doth the SAP ard the
KZP nothing was done to remove or disarm the men at the hall,
(Source Silochini Pillay & Assoc, Jwe nerthern Natai)



