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INDEPENDENT ELECTORAL COMMISSION
A FREE AND FAIR ELECTION FOR ALL ‘

Private Bag X6704, Roggebaai 8012
Tel: (021) 402-5111 » Fax: (021) 21-1328

26 April 1994

URGENT

TO: ALL PRESIDING OFFICERS
RE: PERIMETERS OF THE VOTING STATIONS
We refer to our circular in this regard of 22 April.

You are hereby urged to ensure that the boundaries of controlled areas are not
demarcated at an unreasonable distance from polling stations. The distance of 1 100m
referred to in the Electoral Act (read with regulations 14-16) is the absolute maximum
that the law allows for such boundaries. It serves only as a guideline to presiding
officers. :

In deciding the boundaries of controlled areas you should take into account the
objectives of demarcating controlled areas. The main objectives of demarcating
controlled areas are:

* (o ensurc that proper order is kept around polling stations; and

* to prohibit political activities that could intimidate voters or put undue

pressure on them within the vicinity of the polling station. ' g

It is not the objective of the demarcation of controlled areas to push political
parties’ activities to areas so far away from polling stations that they are not able to
effectively assist their supporters by putting up tables or providing intormation to
interested peaple.

Please ensure that- boundaries of controlled areas are demarcated as close to
polling stations as possible, while still serving the objectives set out above.

Please also note that party elcction agents should be consulted about the
boundaries, and that agreements in this regard reached between presiding officers and
party election agents should be adhered to unless there are very good reasons for
changing them.

Yours sincerely
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MARY BURTON

~nmmissioners: Judge J.C. Kriegler (Chairperson), Adv E.D. Moseneke (Vice Chairperson), Rev £. Chikane, Or 0.0. Dhloma, Mr J.H. Heyns,
Ms R. Jeger, Ms D.N.M. Mokhobo, Mr €.D. Nupen, Mrs H. Suzman, Mr B, van der Ross, Adv Z.M. Yacoob
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Mr R. Gould (Canada), Professor W.J. Kamba (Zimbabwe), Ms G. McDougall (USA), Dr A, Tekle (Ertrea)



