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which become tne basis for é fur tiay 
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companied by white Susramacy » South Africa is 1n the lather 
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TO BUILD A NATION -AND A LASTING CONSTITUTION 

BY 

HERBERT W. VILAKAZI 

PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF ZULULAND 

lave Deen      
    been TOMGUANS Ty 

mation ef different comin     

  

ya nonn-deseriminat     

Feem ail     onquared commun d ties 

  

Ling .ayars of 

ta be revenge 

  

“or 

  

y however, if 

  

of tne conquerars and he 

   then cneare 

  

cone 

  

neassy the conquered and conqueror 

& communities within the same soc i8      

  

a wound 

  

pride, ar 

  

youneed human. ty s 
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    43 4 
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    ctrer ha deen she emergence of clase economic 

    

villages, towne and 

  

interdependence of many clans; 

   omic network, a national economy. Tnis sconcaic 

  

unter dependence tend 

  

to change 

  

wathin this network, and tecomss amergerce of 

  

is not automatic «      araader Nation-S SUCLOSS L5 proces 

ate and actually retara he 

  

Ethnic or ic 

  

sion may camol 

  

van braad malticnatronaliam 

  

gracmas of nation: tarmation, and may   

Tnis tactor is aiso ati in our case. fueliirg the 

    

the tendency, 

  

Fiam Gt UR     
te deny the relavance of natioralisin. 

vase is the effart eate a new     

naw constitution, through peacetul qiverend— 

  

forum, as a by-product of a struggle for democracy, @4uatity sy and 

ruriced ai ther 

  

freedom. Thie is the read of magotiations. This has 

“+ > ruling oarde 

  

35 1Vé       the defeat of the old. appre 

  

ad Cin anich then convened an assembiy of the 

  

apre 

  

“yneoale", who are to demacraticaliy write a new constitution; oF 

      ween the oppressive, ruling order 

  

uggle be 

  

oppressed sas reached a stalema? or when both communities 
   

that further armed conflict. » shall do more harm than 

  

hastly to     it shall bring adout mutuas destruction 

    contempla _' The major, organized, warring sides then agree on tne 

of a negotiated settlement of the problem, 1.@.,. on the 

  

princip] 

need to negotiate the formation of a new nation, anc the writing of 
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pyements. in south 

  

the ANT, and the using, wnite    e agreed 
latter 

  

aave started £ 

  

hence 

      
Mo ne 

is not automatic: it may 

  

succeed, it may Taise It is impartant to reaiize that aii the three 

factors, mentioned abe 

  

2, as having been dec isive in the formation 

  aT nat 
    

ions, ave yery achive. in the South Afracan situa rion. 

  

  

adds ertreane complexity toa aur situation, cai: 

  

profound wasdai, imanism, botdn     _ and tactical fiexibility, on 

the part of the teadershio of society. 

Tne conavest of Avricans, and white supremacy s jeft the masses OT 

  

Afra 

  

no pacule with & deeply wound pride ana fhunaritv, a& sore 

wound which translates Ls       it politacaily as African Nationaiis 

  

@frican Nationalism 15 8 javiang factor an our political proces 

  

Afrikaner intellectuals 4reBy there 

  

e, much more realistic, than 
  

  

jiberai ar lett-wirg white gchaiars, in their assertion that the 

  

key forces at wt in the politics of thie country are African 

Nationalism and Afrikaner Naciona.ism. 

  

African Nationaiism is ali the more alive, as the final conquest ow 

Africans is a re:atively re anit historical event. Countless Afr     can 

men and wamen are stall live, whose grandparents fell in *he 
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egic atfoarts to ward off conque   ni by Whites. G@ii this mavil 

  

   
ar canter 211 alive in the histor ical vemor 

  

y and folk lora oF 

masses af African people, particulariy in the historica’ memory of 

geaasank and semi-peasant Africans in rural and urdan Soutn Africa. 

  

Tnig is tne basis of tna Afr icanist spirit ot FAC and AZAFQ, it +4 

  

a strong, <u 

  

mtiy ignored, sen timent alsa wathin ANC, and i 

  

in 

  

che souls of ordinary member ef INFATHA. You inpoce be an 

  

indi    snous African and not have this tesling. It is very impor tan’ 

and ancunbent upon all of 

  

¢eeling along humanistic 

cnanneis. Whites, Indians, and Coloureds should net fear, and seek 

    

ro uncermaine, this feeling. 

  

grasation of Africans by wh.te 

supremacy also discern tect the hunanity oF Whee , and ay every other 

  

   
37 po tnat locke 

  

cd down uoon A 

  

fove, the raising of 

  

DQfricans: ta fuid human       
raasing of 

  

Whites, Indians, and Coloureds to Tu     human starve. Und 

   

  

        eretherccud and sisterhood, anc pe ce, among Afri 

  

a pre- 

    
requisite ta forging unity in etnernsed anc terhood, and 

peace, 
tween africans and Whites, and between 

  

prancipaliy 

  

Africans, Whites, Indians, and Colours in generar. 

  

The point remains, however, that, at this point, we have not 

defeated the Whit 

  

. as a community, more Spe ificaily, the White 

  

State. Therefore, cails, at tris time, far an immediate trans 

  

art 

power fron the tracist white regime" to the people, smack oF 

  

adolescent milita ; the same gaea for demar for a transter ot 
        

power fram the “racist white regine” to the pennies a condition 
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for par sipating in negosia® tors. “ower fron 
co the 

sppirar not & ed ime way owner 
is 

transtecvrad from ane per son vp ancthner. yh is 
ce, dey     

  

mijitary and wtherwise. M political Or ganLTaAClINss 
in South 

afr s 
    as alreaay stated above, have conclude that at « a& tits 

  

po in 

  

wiser to search fey oa 

  

settlement,  throudn 

neyotia tions.» 

  

    
ay that. at chis moment, the miiitary salance ot 

power, between tie organization® of the Afsican people, on one 

  

hand, and the White State, on ube yo ohandas overwhe ining ly 

  

qurs the waite State. On the other hand, the ieacer     nip of the 

ahite commndi and of the white stat 

  

» realized that tne 

cenranuation of armed cont 
the econamy and sanse of 

    
security, and that ¢ 

  

power would, 20. the lang 
  

  

un, &hatt an Tavour of toe African pesple. The options are quate 

ciear. nence CODESA.« 

  

che yefusar of FAC ang SZAPO to enter the present negotiation 

  

gv a s is very much tied up with the issues of (ar transfer af 

  

power m che “who 

  

regime” ta the peoples and (3 the 

Constzivent Aas 

  

mbly. ~The Constituent Assemaly elected on the 

besis gf cme person, one vote, vith no consideration af race or 

clas 

  

with tne majority naving the dominant role im writing the 

new cane 

  

ytetion, woudds ot caurse; amount to the surrender sf 

power by the De Klerk government. Indeed, the demand is often made 

    
 



oe 
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that be & must hand over power fo the democratic 

  

De Klerk, of course, is simply the head of tne White State, which 

  

45 the 

  

st and foremost, of the white community: and every 

State is bas first and remast, on military force. 
    

The fact remains that the opperessed people, through their 

iiberation movements. 
ted the armed for     

In tact, the baience af power   grill ovecwheiminaly 

favours the armed power ot the Wnite State. 

  

far che ismedl3 of power to the damecratic 

  

majority amoun* 
amanding thai. the White State must 

  

     
surrender .ts power to Afracan pe 

  

e without 

  

ne White Si 

  

@ baying S¢ de 

and powerful white Stace 

as ao oricn phiianthropi donates man 

  

Qne 1s 

  

to tne pode 

  

agtin 

  

shed by this de     and, in St 

  

anc wardears 

whether ange is net face-te-tace with wild adolescent dreaming! 

    
We must ce clear abou 

  

the options before ust i r we opt te 

    gntinue the armed = 

  

uggie, even in circumetances, Such as TuW, 

   when the balance of military power is overwhelmingly in favour of 

the Whate State, ant we shall sufter the greater losses, when tne 

war really gets goings or We epk for peaceful politics. ine lucang 

negotiations. Aut we cannot 

  

_are ready to 

  

negotizt:ons, on condition that the “white regime" hands over power. 

  
i o tne oppressed 2 eople., wv 

  

en we have not physically defes ted 
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wot 

ipiogical. 

Taare 

    

   2, for us, at opresent, two % ing to real democracy: 

and satution of the nationals 

  

aspiration of African peoples 

41> the da 

  

ek routes this 25 by neans of a physical, military 

defeat of the armed forces of the White State, or of the 

araed white cammunity, sy Zhe armed forces of the 

oporessec community, orane ipaity the armed might oF the 

Afracan community. Throagh chis direct road, the leaders 

of the victor .ous african peoo le capture controi ot the 

  

paver © e State trom the syefaated white community, end 

  

groceed ta c 

  

ate a new State snd to restr acture seciety. 

    

Ever yane ees, Nowever; that we are nownere near such A 

  

posaioubitys at this moment, and prapably shall oe 10 

near such a victory for = 

  

years fia TOME. given the 

overwhelming milatary might oT 

  

white community anc 

of the white State, at this moment. At best, at this 

  

momen t OT 
ssness of the A     

lative power le 
can ceopie, 

in reiatzon ta the White State, the armed 

  

trugg les 

conducted by the liberatian movemen ts of the 4frican 

peoples can only consist of isolated, querilia actac“ts 

and planting ef bambs in poiice stations, #tc.,: anich. 
  

qeartainly, can create an atmospnere of insecurity fo 

Whites, and for +    @ oppressed people. engaged in their   
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daily activi . oan armed etruggle i really an acmeu 

    LS ts 2G percent of the 
   

   

  

  

ting im it, net 

  

nape latiran 
par tc i 

the trainen soldiers. be the, 

  

cont ined 

  

t 

we are not at the stace when 

    

rican people are mt jitarily tra ined, as 

  

af white males are, or arganized inte local, 

ay the white aman i by 

  

military compat nat     

  

avwed struggle for the Atrican people, 

  

Tne route 

Ln or asent 
ag the route to liberation, 15 

  

tacticaity 21llog deal and unwise. 

the second is the indirect roads which is resorted ta 

  

assault, wh 

  

when cancitions for ¢ darect miists 

can and in victory, are 
favourabie ta 

aroac a thas road, 15 

  

rie oppress . The key 

  

ui mertain     
ing every    izational, ena malitary 

buaid up the 

strength af the appre’ opie, ta the extent that the 

  

balance of power petween the cppressars and the oppressed 

    

changes an favour ov the oppressed. All thas 45 17 

preparation for the next attempt to     
ne South Afracan $ 

   {iberation of che 

  

eucm an th route 2 

Atrican peaple- The andirect route ic, indeed, iongers 

but it saves the lives of the oppressed, anc ailows far   
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The 

  

& 

an 

  

:e 

emancapation struggle. we have been forced to enter inte 

ar 

ac 

strengti, te put our fingers an the levers af cower, and change the 

  

   
"92 11id 

Gheuid our 

  

the bualding up of 

  

and tattics oe w     ali wnite maies 

  

ceive mijite     

Atrican pesple are 

  

aut in important positions an the 

ions at the 
     military and other Service in 

State; that ricuiturai, industria i, Sducational. 

    

antellact L development of our peopie is 

  

@ financ 2.4   
ceelerared, with 3 

ta support which 

     
      

white farmers, wnite pu ane 

  

white students 1 ceived under white SUPTeMAacy F 

    

health et our people 1s etc., etc. Al: this 

shali, an time, decis ively change the balance af dower 

in our favour, at the same time that we shall be 

strengthening ourselves by winning the confidence of 

  and wore Whites, and transforming their suspicious, 
    Wwe 

hostile, or racist attitudes towards African people. 

      
jar mistake wy people oppesed to ne oet 

! i 

  

sumption that the negotiated sathlement of our prabiem shali be 

ant problem of white conquest 

  

final selution af the South Atri 

d waite supremacy + f(t shail be nething of the sort. 4 negotiate 
  

   the long erocess at 

  

tliement ali be only a Ane 

  

ace 
2, above. Qur tactic here should be to 

      - the reasons gi 

fhieve such a s ttiement as shail enable us to increase our 
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    jet LATIC ot cower in our favour, for the next phase ot tne strugg is: 

rgoand if 

  

emanc 2 and humanistic 

  

N@ are on     eugh, che 

next phases shall not, anu nerd not, invalve military force at ail, 

yet were than 

  

e physical farce inyoived in the citizens’ paynent 

of taxes to the State. 

  

New to 

  

IDESA. The mast crablem wath the presently 

congbituted CODESA is that it 15 

  

of political parties 
  

  

and feaders of politics! movemen   

  

What as the best way of formally putcing togetner 4 nation, 

    
icang an ettec 

yeread constitution? 

  

y lurgeiasting, ans 

    

ca tot       us look at the writing of the Corn ny, waicn pas Stace 

the test of time better than ary ather constatutiaon in the wor le 

  

Jay. Who were selected to gather in Fhiiad@ipnia, in 1787? 

delegates charged with this awesome duty were jgading cit zens of 

    Ss, ancluding, but not ex 

  

This was a very sound instinct, even though some sec tors of the 

o 

society .@.g. slaves, anc women) could not oe recognized as jead ing 
: 

g 

citzzens: for that reason, the issue ar 

  

very, anc status Ge 

  Atro-Amer 

  

ns, alaast tore the Conetis 

  

apart; anc the issue 

  

abar‘tian, and of ather women's rights are GC 

  

using major 
    

  constitu     ienal strains in present-day USA. 

fhe 

  

uciai point here is tnat all the major constituencies & 
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actors 

  

4 gocie    participate directiy in 

  

deliberar: the official making of a new nation, and in 

  

writing of tne new constitution. Yes, all najor canstituancie 

“civil society,” ine luding 

  

jiticians and pol 

  

under na circumstances must this tase be left sgisiy in the thanas 

  

zans. All   of polit actors otf society must, through cher 

celegates, participate cirectly in this process, so that ail 

sectors of soci 

  

assimilate acceptance and respect tar the new 

constitution, and develop a con 

  

ience about it. Politicians. and 

  

political parties, ere singuiariy unqualified to accomplish thas 

tack. Wh 

  

i? In every s¢ the majority of saciery 

   itical parties. Tre same 

~ ai 
applies in our ca « The totarity of ail the active and 

  

ed members of a          the political parties 

  

ts that were at COOESA, combined, would not make 

up even a third of the total adult onpuiataon of South — 

Africa. The total membership of political oerties 12 1 sat 

ine) ve enough. for the consersus needed in deciding " 

  

iu 

constitutionai issues. Again, consider the US rule. The US 
  

Constitution cannot be changed oy Congress alone, as 

representative as it is. @menaments to the Constitution must 

ne ratified by three-fourths of all the States. The point 

here, again, is that as many of the varicus sectors oT 

“sivil suciety" must be invalved ("civil 

  

ciety" referrin 

  

to all the various sectors, excluding the State). The 
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   what 25 needer 

    

Figures in 

  

ient consensus" of the various sectors of 

  

gackety, wnich is infanite.y more anciusive than ai. 

loyalties to political parties and movements put toge ther 3 

and this consensus is crucial, nat only in altering an 

already written con 

  

tutien, but in the very process af 

writing thal very constitucicn. 

  

parties, ana polatici 

  

createn solely for 

  

ling to capture, or to influence, the power of an 

  

sting State. jheir record in history     

  

and writers of 

  

stitutions, has been 

  

very simple reason that, by nature, 

  eifish, each party after 

   
another ar other parties. Ib is striking that pleas were 

    
vepeatedly made +a memner s DESA «to rise above narrow 

  

interests of palitical parties, and tnink of the interes 

of the entire nation. That, ef course, is possible, but 

very Tare, 

  

just ag the plea that business people should 

rise above narraw protic interests, and think first of 

     
national unterests, atten meets with little success. 

Tris emphabica     liy doas not mean that there are no individual] 

political leaders whe are real statesmen, who rise above 

the cemptation to work for selfish ends of amassing power   
 



    

tS JNIVERSITY 

    “1 tor theaiselve 
are; Ju: we are 

  

hacking about 2 generat 

  

The tendercy 

for eacn political party, wor id- wide, o& to se iva the dice 

  

thay it fal in 1ts favour, a° in the favour ct these who 

have vormed an atliance. Consideration of serious national 

    LBShES is fabely to be interfered wath 

  

sion af the problex 

  

on the ground, the 

  

is for the eme or speciai, 

        

  

pehind- the-se dzais between ane of tne participa 

inorder for “tneir' stand to pe victorious. Whetner 

  

ception, this propiem whicn shail troubie 

  

any 

  

ctemmt at constitution-m 

  

kung solely by polatica. 

  

parties. Tne furor woLen oo te the PAC withdrawal from 

CODESA is merely one instance af thas dilemma. 

Therefore, a constitution wr jtten and agreed-upcn $0 iely by 

ang goLiticians 1s almast ©   artain to be 

  

ivisive fram the 

  

ry beginning, large necause 

  

it shail oe the product     the deliberations cf a mere fr: 

  

     socioty, and cause cf the dist 

  

ting effects of powear-politics 

ameng the political parties invelved. 

The tyne of Constituant Assembly often mentioned is equally not an 

     
answer to this problem, for the simple reason that it shail be 
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shoulda be aicectiy epreasen & 

  

ach an 

    pertic eo and humaniatie are jee      
some af tne 

@) polit 

  

    tha major religious tecdies 4 S 

  

rade uniors av the labaur sector of society 

   do) representatives of African rur ¥, @ither chiets or 

gtner 

  

ected delegates from war villages. 

  

e) business farmer     

    
£) rd industriaiists 

ge iS -universitieas. teacher and other pr sions 

  

Hi WOMEN 

1) spar t    

  

1 busaness people 

we) stud 

    

Yorkinge and Queens 

    ane < 

  

wncip neaztion 7 GODESA, which     

shall ensure genuine, socie’ “Suiticient consensus," whic! 

   tatution y to stand the te 

      we are rea. 

    “no understand, af ‘he reason fr the current preferenc     

‘f polit       4, parties 

  

articipants in CODESA -tnat is the 

terrioly mistaken opinion that it is the consensus and agreement of 

  

pol 

  

icai parties, and of politicians, which are cr 
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proc na that it shali be    to make campromises and deats 

  

vetween ookad 

  

pment, an particutar, may feri 

  this wav. Th may well se easy (to fiake deals between 9 

  

mlit 

    what shall the opgople, and history, say about 

    

    

hink cf the compromises, greements, and deais. that 

  

de ay Church: 

  

many, Stalin, and De Saulle, 

The 

  

ent, compromise, or deai possible, ig nok the 

one that shali arage from the deliberations of politicai leaders, 

no matter how awesome these teaders are; it is the agreement. 

  compromise, or deal that shali ve the result of the deliberations 

of othe delegates of all the major constituencies of the enti: 

  

society. 

also quard againgt ciass prejudice, specifically toe 

    

prejudice educated people have against people without certif 

    from tertiary institutions of education. For @ 

  

mple ir 

    prayere at the opening of CODESA, one wou td ve @xpectea a prayer 

  

from the leacer of the largest church in the country, ZCC. However, 

  I suspec there was a class-hased oversight here: members of ZC     

are largeiy uneducated or semi-educated people! We must aiso 

realize 

  

base of this society is not Western, in    

Lt 2, Gut is part of African civilization. Western culture, in    

terms of which we conduct our politics, is only a thin layer at the 

top of this society. If we are wise, we should be hopi. 
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ec onorms firs Western 

  

wned, syntiesis of 

    

and African civaiiizations. 15 means, in asd 

aciings of CODES@ cannot be only in Engiish anc Afrinaans, for 

  

eater bulk of our ponulatien does not understand thece 

  

-and these preeedings must uct be held in secret. 

     


