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e moaconm. Tarrter fas peen GhE emevgence of clnss econnrie
interdependsrea sf sany clans, Witnes, villages, townes anid CiTIigh.
forming 8 lerge SConImic network, & national economy. TNle SeonCmLd
interdependence tendz to changs  ohe ezl r-rdentry of the pRopis
mithin *his network, and pecomss a 523518 for the smergeroe of &
arcader Nation-State. ihe success of Lhus process is nobt actomatic .
Ethric o ¢ lxss copression may comslicate and actually retara whe
seaemme 8% naaton s formation, and may ouen braad melti-nationaliama,
This tactor 18 aisn strongly active in our Caseé. fueliing tne

Flames GF nacionaiism, as well 2e the tendency, LN some ouar e s,

te deny the relavearnve ot natinralism.

b rmird cese 1o the effort <o create a new nation, and write &
naw constitution, through peacetul givea-end-iake, 1n a re§ot;ated
forum, A5 a by-product of A strdnels for demodimacy, euualityy and
fracdem. This is the roag of regotiations. This has ofcur™2d 25 Liney
atter the defeat of the old. mppressive, visling order, by e
apressand (in whhoh Tase there s then convened an asssmhly of the
‘peopaie’, wht are to democraticaliy wirile a new constitution:; oV
AhEn the srruggle bhetwpen the ocppressive, yuling order and the

oppressed nas raached a stalemate, 21" WhREN poth comnunitiz2s realize

that furiher armed conflict, at_this point. shall do mors harm than
goud, that it shall bring acout mutual destruction 'toz ghastly to
contemplate.’ The major, organized, warring sides then agr=e on the
principls of a negotiated zettlement of the problem, i1.e., on the

need to negobiate the formation of a new nation,. anc the writing ot
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e and movzments. in SouTl

il

s now consbitution. monat polibkical pai T
Atrica, prircipally riie  ANC . IMREATHA, and  the Muring, white
National #ariy. have agreeg rhat South Africa s W W€ Tatter

eituation, and nave started tHe process 0¥ negotiations. nencs

CUODESA.

Motme that the sSuiaess of ohis process 1S not automatic: it may

sucread, it may Tallis [t je impovrtani to realize that ail thne three

faciore ., mentionad above, AS nav ANy Daeen decisive in the formaticn

af naticns. are very acbtive iz

ces in the Seouth African situacion.

This i3 whai adds ertreme compiexity to oWl situation, caliing few

protouand o Lsdom, sumanism, Soldness. 4nd tactical flewibility, On

the part of the leade-shio 3% sociely.

Taee conauest of ATTLCANS, g white Supyrenacy . 1aft the masses 07

Afloan pecole with & deep ly woundaso ar ide ana hunaribv, a sove
wound which translates {tge1t politically as Af-ican Nationailiza.
@frican Macionalism 15 & living factor in our political process.
Afr-inaner intellectuals &8, therefora, much more realistic, Than
pPibera: or lett-wirg white aschaiars, in their assertion that the

key torces at work in the politlcs of this country are ATy LCEN

Naticnalism and afrikaner Fariona.15m.

A4-ican Naticnaliism is all the more alive, as the fina:l conquest of
Africans is a ve.atively recent historical avent. Countless African

men and women are 3till 2luvre, wWhDse grandpacants fell in *he
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lharpic 2fforts o waird g+f rconquest by Whites. Gii this maving
srams 1 ostall alive it The historical nemary ang folklora oF
nasesy of african people. par-ticulariy 1v the historica! mesory of
gaasant and semi-peasant AFricans in rural and woan South Africa.
This is the basis of tn= 6f-icanist spurit ot FAC and QZAFOY 1t s
a serong. currently lgnored, sentiment also wathin ANC, and iz in
the souls of ordinavy members of INEATHA. You cannot be an
indigenous Afirican and not have this fe=ling. 1t is very important
and incumbent upon 2ll of us o guide this feeling along humanistic

Channe in. Whites . {ndLais, and ce lowreads show ld noat fear, and seekl

ro undermine, this feelirg. The degracation of Africans by wh.te

supremacy A Lso discor bed the humanity o Whiiee, Aang av every other

graJdp that looked down upon AT LCans. Therefom e, the ralsing oTF
Africans to full tuman stature 1% A ave-regquisite o tme raising oF
Whites, Indians, and Coloureds +to full numan =taruez. LRity in
P rhaeraood ana sisterhood, ANc pRACsE ., AMGNG Africans, L & pre-
reqguisite Tta forging Lunity in brotaorbocd  ang S LEterhond ., and

PEACE 4 principally e tween  Aafricans  and Whnites, and betwean

Africans, Whites, Indians, and Colour2es, in enerat.

The point ramawns, NOWaVET . that, at this point. we nave not
defpated the Whites, as a COMAUNLTY o RoOve specificalily, the Wi e
SGtate . Thereiore, cails, at thiiz time . for an unmadiate tr ansfer of
prwer  fromr  the wac1et white regime’ to the people, 5nack ot
adoiescent militancy; the same gaes fer- demanids for & branster ot

power from tha traciot white reglne” TO the peoplie. 2% & congiTion
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tgve parkicipating an nego ciadtianrs. rowe’ from Tne ooprEssars o The
apnr eased te nat  DTAans: ey e Line wWay EwhRership 6T & nune is
rranstervad from ane parzon T another. 1k 18 & 7YESU It of strugg le.

-

o itary  and Ltherwise. Most political Or Gan LTATLANE 4 in  Douth
Ay ica, as albready 5 ta ted above. have concluded that it is. at this

0 LN g TRE-{"y Ly gearch Toar & ps;'-as:‘.tef;tl settlemeni, chirowan

neygotiatons.

[k a5 very olzar that. at thaisz moment, the miiitary onalanca of
power . tarween i@ Ovrpanizations of the Af-ican peaod la, cn Oone
hand, 2and  he white Huate, OO (e nthey hand. gverwhe tmingly
Favours the anite Siate. Jn the pther handa. - rhe ieadevsnip of whe
Wb loe communily . and of the white state, realizad that tne
sontinuation mf srmed condt Ll # ao harminc e econamy and canse af
secur Luy, and tihat the military halance of power wou 13, in_the long

VUL, eitt An Tavour of tne African pesple. The pptions Aare nuate

~icar . mence CODESA.

he yrafusal of cac anc AZARD T snter the present regqotiation
Procaess je very much tied up with the 1isues of (a2 rransfer of
aower  frnom rhe fwhaitsE regime”  ta the peaple;d apd (g the
Constrtvent Assembly. The Conotituent Assembly, elacced on th&
ne2sis of one person, one vote, with no consideration of race o
class, with tne ma ioir 1ty navang tne dominant role in owv iting tha

new constitubion. WOU ity QT CQUTSE, amount tc the surrender of

powey by the De i lerk governmen ¢. Indeed, the demand 1S AT ren mads
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must hand over power to +he democratlic ma oy Liy.

Ne Klerk, of course, 1S sinply the head af tne White State. whicn
186 tha 3tate. first and foremost. of the white comnunity @ anc every
Gtate is based, first and Toremoast, on military fOroe.

The faot Vy2mains that the oppra2ssed peap i, through thesr

iberation movements. have odt defeated the armed forces 2f the

White State. In fact. the opalance o? power =till cveswhaininaly

favours the armed powe of e Wnite State.

The demand form Ihe Lamediace transfsr o7 power to the democoratic
ma jor 1ty amounts. N fact, o dampandang thai the White State must

surrendas Lts power to African peanie 5ithﬂ93“§gg_ﬁgmgg_ﬁg:

tme White Suate having Sesn qefested .  We z2uxpect tha fuily armed

and power ful ahite State to nana cvear powsr to tne oppressad much
as a rich philantivropisc donates monsy 1o tne  pooar. ne 13
astonished by this demand ., in suzh o ivcums tanzes,  and worders
whather onz is not fape-to-tace with wild adelescent dreamira!

We must be clear apour the pphtians pafore us: either we ont to
montinue the armed ctruggls, even in cifoums tAnces , Sueh as TUW,
when the healance of military power is overwhelmingly in favour of
the white State, and we shall suffer the greater losses . when the

war realiy gets goingy or We mpt for peaceful politics. inc huct Lnd

negotiaticns. Aut we  cannot _3ay that we are readym;nnmggjgg

negotiztions, on condition thakt the "white reg:me’ hands over power

ro b oppressed paople, Nhen _we have not physically daf




ac A TH AT T

T2 oL B

0
1

ﬁb&igwgggggJ_Frum the point of view of realistic poiitics . this 1S

iriegical.

Tnere ara, Tor s, at pragent. WO roacs leading tp real demoovyacy s
and sowution of the npationalzst a=pi-3tion of Afrizan peoples
£ the farecht routes this & b means aof a physical, military

defepat ot whe armed tmces 2T the White State, or ot the
armed white community . 2y the armed forces of the
cporessed commun ity arincipally the armes might oF the
Af-ican copmunity - Throagh shrs direct road, the l=aders
af ihe victoyious african pzople capture control oT the
power of The State Trom the safaated whaite community . and

groceed to creates a neEw Srate and to e truc ture secie by .

Fveryane agreeSg however , that we are noWnere Near such A
possintlity . at this mnement, and propably shall oe NO
near such a viotary for somz years to COME. given the
overwhelming military might ot the white community &nd

af the wnate State, at Ehis moment. At cest, at thise
momert oF ralative power 1e3anNess of the African LROPIE.
in reiation to the White STale, the armed strugg e,
condauc t2d by the liberacion movemen tes of the ~frican
people, <an only consist ot isolated, guerilia aztacHs
and plantang of bombe in poiite stations, 8tC.. winlch.

cartainly, ©an create an atmospnere of ingscuricy for

whites, and for the oppressad peaple . engaged in thelr
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y activitiaz. AN armad strugqule im really an aomed
358 whan Al jeant L5 w 90 percant of the

jation of s2ciety iz partc1patinq ir 1t, not wihen
e monfined to just The oainen soldiers. be they

¢ 10, or 80 thousand. we ara ot 2
magses of African nennle are miittarily trained. as

massas of white ralss ara, or organized inta local,

e ve, malitary camiial LniLTsH, &% the White momnmun LRy

The voute of areed s trugale for the At lcan people,

rpcent o rocumstances., A ine route to liperation, 15

raclicalily illogical and Unwise .

The

WOEN

car

he

tawi

Buil

5 e

ala

chan

secona is the indirect road, which is resorted to
-:ancitimns for & dir2CT military AassaulT, win e h
and in victorys are ot 2vessnn 8F favourapie to
OEPVeSSa . The hey SIDcess, 9f this road, 15

ny every :pasrtur;ty o oaquietly . ML E cRrtainly.

d up the intellectue Ly grgaanatiﬂnalg sne military

ngth of tThe pppvessed pEODLE . to the e:tent that tnha2

nre of power petween the cppressors and vhe oppressad

Ggas n Tavour gt Ehe oppreased . All thas L5 10

pregaration tor the next Atcempt LD wir libsration. In

e

ST

afri

but

Sauch fAfracan ShUALACN 4 PEQGt;atiDﬂE ig pyzcisely
an indirect route 3 ehe total liberation of the
can people. The indirvect Foute i, indeed. jenger s

it saves the lives of the oporessed, and allows for
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the buillding up of ther s trangih. Cheouid ouyr leadarahlp
angd tartice 08 AL wa enculd maka sure TRAT OWF pronle
vareive milbitary training ey as &ll ~Nnite males dop WAt
Aty ican pesple ara sut in important positions it Lhe
military and other Civil! Barvice instituTions of tha
Grote: that agricuitural, industrial, sducational,

ard mrallactual

seveleraced, siol
wihi-e farmers.,

white students ra

health of our paople e

ahally s LameE ., o

in our favour,

strengthening ourselves by

Gy E Anc move

hostiley, or va

TRe majoc ks laere made

aszumption

Wwinite osusiness people.,

at the same

Whites,

oy

that the negotlaxed st

_L:

devalopment of our people 1%

Aee FinAancual and

Srate suppovt which

white workers and

"

ceived wnder wnite supremacy ; that the
securen, Bu., 8tc. Aly this

ecisively change the palance of Jower
rime that we shall be
winning the confidence of

and transforming their susplcious,

cist attitudes towards African people.

neopie npposed  to negotiations 1

attlement of our probiem shall he

tre Tinal solution At the Youbn ATrican problem of white conauzst
and wiite supremacy. (b sha il be noching of the sort. 4 negotiated
setilament shali bhe anly a n»nnase in the long RYOCESS ot
Bmanc apation gtruggie. wWe ha-2 besn foroed to enter inte this

arocess, for the reasons

givar above. Qur tactic heve should be to

= 4
achieve such a gsettlemant &S cshe il enanle us to ingrease our
strengtio. to put our fingers an oha levers aof Cower . and change thea
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halanc2 of cower in ouw favoue, Toe the nevt phase ot the stouggis

for emancisationg and i oae arse wine and hamarniztic =nough, cohe
next phases shall not, ani neEac noL, invalve military force at ail.

aet mare than the physical forcoe involved irn the citizens’ payment

of ta-es to th2 btate.

Mew  to SODESA. The aost @@, 1lous crablam with  the presantly
cone bicuwted CODESA is that 1t 15 made wp 2=nly oF political parties

and leacers of politicsl movenents.

wWhat 13 t9 hest way of formally putting together & nation, and

witiwing an et fective, lurg-lilasting, And roveraed consbitution?

Lzt us look at the writing of the Us Constitution, whion pas s hood
rhe test of time beitter Lhan any ather constztuticon in the wor lo

roday . Whoe were selected to gather in Fhilad2iphia, in 17877 The 55
{ "

de legates charged with thlis awasona duty were i@ading cit.zens of

the 12 statss, including, but not exciusively, paliticiine.

This was a wery sound instinct, =ver though some sectors of the
mocicsty (2.g. s laves, anc women ) could not De recognized an iead ing

CLLaTRNs

for that reason, the 1ssue 0f 5lavery, anc status of
A4 ro-Amer 1oans, aliost tore the Donstiabion apar t; and the issus
of abovwion, and of other women's  rights, are caLsing  majo”
constitucional strains in present-day LS~ .

The crucial point here is tnat atl the ma jor constituencies and
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sectars of "ravii society” must participate directliy in  the

deliterations on the cfficial making of a rew nation, and wn The
witing o thne new constitution. Yes, all major constituencies of
“eivil society.” ingluding pwiiticians and political partiess put
under no oircunstances must this tase be left snliely in the hangs
of naliticians. A1l mactors of society must,  through  chear
del@gatéﬁ, par ticipate cirectly in this process, so that aill
sectors of socliety assimilate acceptance and respect Tor the new
constitution, and develop a conscience about it. Politicians. and
noiitical parties, &avre aingulariy angualiftied to accomplish thas

tack. Why't

i1 In every sociebky in the worrid . the majority of society

5f all the active and
registered members of ail the political parities and
noveaents that wera at CIODPESA. combined. would nol make
up even a third of tha total adult phpulatlnn of South -~
Africa. The totai membership of poiitical narties i nat

inciusive enough. for the conssnsus needed in deciding

constitutionai issues. Again, consider the US rule. The US
Canstitution cannot be changed by Congress alone, as
representative as it is. pnenaments to the Constitution must
ne ratified by three-fourths ot all the States. The point
nere, again, is that as many of tne vayr igus sectors oF
veivil spciety” must be invalved ("civil society " vrafarring

to 4ll the various sectors, excluding the Statwe). The
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prancipal pranit here 1o tna

e fy dcLent consensust of p

raufficient consensus’ OF T

saciety, wnich is infainite.y nora inc lusive than al

. what 15 neeaes L= nat
mlitical figures in TOSETA, but
e var ious sectors of hhe who ie

loyalties te colitical par tize and movements put togs thers;

and this consensus 1s cyucl

ai, not only in altering an

s lirmady wiitten constitution, but in the very process of

wrilbing that vary constituc

) PFpliticai parties, ana poll
struggling to captuwre, or t

already enisting State. ihe

of a

ifi

tate, and writers of

sirgularly kad, for the ver
they are @xtremely sectinma
powar  TonT itseif, a@ither v
annther or obher partiaes. I

vepeatedly made o members

icn .

ticians, were createn sclely Tor
o influence, the powers of an

L record in history as Creators
censtitutions, has been

y simple reason that, by natwe,
i, and saifish, each party after

itsel T or in allianc@ widl
L im straiking that pleas were

~f CODESA o vise above naviyow

interests of palitical parties, and tnink of the interests

of the entire nation. That,

=¥ cource, is possible, but

very rares, Just as the Tea that business people shou i
: P f ;

Fise above narrow pratic Ln

re; ests, and think farst =N

national interests, often mests with tittle success.

This emphatically do2s 0T
political leadzrs who are v

the temptrtation to wori Yo

mean that there are no individual
mal statesmen, who rise above

selfish ends of amassing power
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and weainn tor thedsiselves. P tainly LhEre arg; 2ul we ars

taikirg about the general Sangevs paTore us., ~he tendency
for 2ach polrrvical paviy. W@ ld- wide, 5 to 3G lcad the cics
thav it falls in 1hs favour, 37 in the favour ot these who

have +ormed an alliance. Consineraticn of s2rious nacionatl

fu]
<
3
v}
i
e
=
s
n
fu
ST

AEELes

parties iz likely Ln he intertenved with
by seitish, secticnal consicderation of power politics.
Theicad of a full, comprehensive, nonest and o lean
discussion of the problers on wme ground, the

tandency 1s for the emargencs oF "deais" or mpeciai.

nehind - the-scanes dzals Letweoen zone of tha participants,

inorde- for "tneir ' stang to be viceorious . wheiney Tyl

or mere oercepticn, this propiem whicn sha!l trouble

any attempt At constitetion-mak.ng solely by potatical

parties. Tna Turmar whiech led to the #AC withtdrawal from

CODESA  is merely ane instancs af this dilemma.

(]

Therafore,

. eonstituticn written  ang agread-upcn soigly by

pelitical parties ano aotiticzians is almost certain to  be
controversial and divisive Trom the vevy beginning, large.v Recause
it shatl oe the product of the detiperations of a mere fraction of

socioty, and oecawse of the digrarting effects of nower—poiitice

ancrg the political par ties involved.

Tha tvone of Constituant Assemily often mentloned is equally not an

answer to this problem, for the simple veason that it wshail be




1z %2 11:92 UNIVERSITY F.

palitical pa ties

= cangidates tor e lagtion inwe

Consi tuant Assembly s and sugges tion has already besn made that

P

the political party wnich wins _the majerity should have _the

Sie 2n writing the canztitution. The polin: Lo 3Trese 1S

Nis: What _is noeded in _the @wcivtinc T & consnitetion i  ihe

‘entificignt caqggnﬁugimgj_gﬂgwggﬁir@wg}jjgggntiated soc igty ., S

Fhat the coestitution =an stand as the reverec document of the
entire society. "We, the #eople..." 1= the most fitting soirit or

the first sentence of that documsent.

That .s str ibtingly difterent from the formation Qf a covernment,

az a resuit of that constitutinn. Any sudsequent gavernment shail
then he the result of the strugale of poiitical sarties. and there,

it i che “sufficient consensus” of the voting pubiic, whizh may bde

50 or AC parcent of the adualt population of the moc.ety, even

2sg', which desigrates the victor.

What I am proposing here iz a Yorm of Constituent o Ltonstitutional

Assenb iy, however

glectad of'y 00 the basic wf nolitical

ANCIUs1n e enowdile

What then is the best forum for the efiicial making of a new
naticn, and the writing of a n2w cons+titution? In ow case, the

guestion is., “what shoulid 2e the constituent parts of CODESATY

All the major constituencies of our entire nociaty. af “civil
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scociety.” mhould he directly ceprosentad in CUDES:, ano should

participete in this most Amluicase and humanisiig aroject. knat are

some of tnese constituencias™

a) puiitical pariies

= the malor religaous bodies

o) trade uniors o the labaur seclor of soclety

41 repreosentatives of African vurai wociety, gither chiefs or
sther oiected delegates from various villages.

0l business Faoer:s

£ manurtac tuvers and industrlanisis

g =2duzators -—universitles. fapsmhecz, an@ other professions

]

i WOMEN

1) epoarte bhorlies
Sogmall vusaness pEople
Py gthaden s

Ly oelingse and Queens

This i3 the cracial prunciple of represantatian in SODESA, whictk
ehall ensure genuine. soclety-—wide syuiticient consensus o which

shall produss a constatution that shell be Tikely to stand the test

Ty

of rime —-that is, if we are rea.ly serious.

1 zen understand, of cowrse, Yhe reason for the current prefarenca
foi- pelitical parties as zule participants in CCDESA —tnat is the
tervioly mistaken opinion that it is the consensus and agra2amasnt of

poiitical parties, and of soliticians, which are cruscial in Taie
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procese: anc that ot shall be 2azy to malke Ccampromlisas amel dea s
petween nolitical leadevs. The goverpment, in particaiar, may feni
Piries wav. T+ pov well ne sasy o markd deals bDatween anlitical
izaiders: put what shall the paople, and history, say about zhose
deals®? Think cf the compromises, and ageresmaents, and deals. that
were made by Churcinill, Rossevelt, Truman, Stalin, and De Saulle,

at the =2rd ot World War 2°

The most secura agreement, compromisze, or deal possible, is nob tha
ane that shali ariss firom the deliberations of political leaders,
s mattor Mow awessomne these Ceaders are; it 13 the agreemnsnt,
compromise, or deal that shall pe the result of the deliberations
o7 the delsqgates aof al 1. the major consiituencies of the entirs

soeisty.

We must alus gquard againet cliass prejudice, apecifically th=
prejudice sducated people have againgt neople without certifinstes
tfrom tertiary institutiens of education. Fa axample. 1ir  the
prayere at the vpening of CODESA, one would have expectea a praysr
from the leacer of the largest church in the country, ZCC. However,
I suspect there was a o lass—based cversight here: members ot ICC
are largeiy uneducatesd or semi-sducated people! We must alse

realize “hat the solig base of this socilety is not Western, in

culture, sut is part of African civiiization. Western culture, in

terms of wihrich we conduct our politics, is only a thin layer at the

top of this soccietv. [f we are wise, we should b2 hoping for an
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U GAN LS,

rery

pravned, synthesis of prenepts anc norms froon Wesoarn

ard Ay ican civiiications, 0 i MEANS . in agdltion, ERaT

processings of CODESA cannot be only 1n English anu Afrivaans, for

the greater bulk of ow populaticon does not understand these

LANQLIGGSRE

-~and these prceedings must not e held in secretc.



