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OPENING REMARKS BY THE LEADER OF
THE UNITED PCOPLE'S FRONT
THE HONOURABLE M.N.N. RAMODIKE
DURING THE CONVENTION FOR A DEMOCRATIC
SOUTH AFRICA (CODESA) ON 20/12/91
AT WORLD TRADE CENTRE.

lis Lorpsuipr  Cuier  JusTicé CorBeTT., CHAIRPERSONS
Justice Scuaport AND JusTicE MonAMED., DEUCGATES OF
POUITICAL' PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS PRESENT  I1CRE,
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE  INTERNATIONAL' COMMUNITY AT
VARIOUS UEVEUS. MY COUNTRYMEN, IT IS MY PUEASURE

TO ADDRESS YOU ON THIS VERY HISTORIC OCCASION.
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M. CHAIRPERSON THIS IS THE DAY THAT WE AS Soutn AFRICANS

SIIOULD MARK AS A TURNING POINT IN THE HISTORY OF OUR
COUNTRY. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THIS COUNTRY POUITICAL
REPRESENTATIVES OF OUR PEOPUE ARE IN A POSITION TO
S}T AROUND THE TABUE AND DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF THEIR
L'AND, ForR A CoNG TIME, THE HISTORY OF -THIS COUNTRY
WAS DOMINATED BY TIE SEEMINGL'Y IRRECONCIL'IABLE
DIFFERENCES OF OPINIONS AS REGARDS THE SOUUTION TO
THE HETEROGENEOUS NATURE OF OUR SOCIETY. WE  KNOW
FOR A FACT TIHAT MHNETEROGENEITY IS NOTHING NCW IN OUR
FAMILY OF NATIONS: SOLUTIONS WERE SOUGHT AND FOUND

BEFORE. BUT WE CANNOT REMAIN OBUIVIOUS TO THE MAJOR

EVENTS IN THE WORUD AROUND US, IN ArFricAa., CuroPe AND
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ELSCWHERE MOST OF wiicH nAvE SOME DEGREE OF INFLUENCE
ON  DEVELOPMENTS jeRe, THE ONUS IS oF course ON Us
AS  S0uTH AFRICANS To READ THESE UESSONS AND READ
THEM WELY' WITHOUT ANY SECTORAL BIAS FAR AS OUR COMMUNITY
IS CONCERNED. [ cannoT AGREE MORE WITII THE STATEMENT
“Mstory 1s TuE BEST TEACHER BUT ITS UEsSONS ARE
NOT ON THE SURFACE AND |7 IS A PITY TuAT 1T Is TIE
SURFACE LESSONS WHICH ARE LUEARNT MORE QuicKL'Y AND
EASILY”.  WE Are GATHERED IN HERE ARMED WiTH EXPCRIENCE
OF OUR OWN IN THE couNTRY AND THAT OF THE WORL'D ouTs|DE
AND THE RESUUTANT BACANCE BETWEEN THE TWO. | MAINTAIN,

SHOUL'D BE THE AREA OF OUR SOLUTION,
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Ke NYAKA GO T3£a SEBAKA SE 6o LEBOGA LUE g0 LEBOGISA
MCKGANLO kA MOKA YEo PHUTHEGILEGO MO  UEHONO kA
PONEL'O PELE YEO BA BILUEGO UE YONA MABAP| UE BOKAMOSO
BJA NAGA YE, TSELA YA Copesa E BE E TUETSE MATHATA
L'E DITSIKITUANO T3A MEENO GO FIHUA  CEnoNo; EMPA
MAFEUEUONGE GO BONAUA E KA RE TUA KGONA GOTEHEUEUA
PELE KA LERATO LE KHUTS0, € SENG KA KGOHUAGANO g
LERETHA,

We HAVE NoOT COME HERE 70 COMPROMISE oRr CAPITUUATE
AS  0OUR CRITICS SOMETIMES pyTt IT: NOR ARE WE HERE

TO REMAIN FIXED 70 POSITIONS UNMOVED AND UNDETERRED

BY SOMETIMES SO REASONABUE OUTCRIES
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OF OUR COUNTERPARTS WHO ARE IN ANY CASEC OUR OWN COUNTRY-
MCN AND FELUOW CITIZENS. WE 1HAVE COMCE IHERE TO MEASURE
THE ACTUAU UENGTHS OF BOTH OUR DIFFERENCES AND AGREE-
MENTS . WE HAVE COME TO UAY FOUNDATIONS FOR FUTURE
DISCUSSIONS ON THE DIFFERENCES WE HAVE AND TO BE GUIDED BY

THE NATIONAL INTEREST IN THE COUNTRY IN WHATEVER SOUUTIONS

WE MAY REACH.

FOR MANY YEARS THIS COUNTRY HAS BEEN TORN APART
POUITICALLY AND SOCIALLY IN PURSUIT OF A POUICY THAT
NEARLY DESTROYED US ALL AND [ WANT TO THANK VARIOUS
INSTITUTIONS IN THE POUITICAU FIELD OR EUSEWIIERE

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY. AND THE [INTERNATIONAU
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COMMUNITY AS WEUU, FOR THE CONTRIBUTION THAT THEY
HAVE AUU MADE, THE COMBINED EFFECT OF WIIICH HAS ULTI-
MATEL'Y MADE 1T POSSIBUE FOR US TO BE AT 1111S CONVENTION,
WE ARE FINAUUY GATHERED HERE TODAY BOUND TOGETHER
NOT ONLY BY THE NEED TO NEGOTIATE BUT BY .OUR COMMON
BASIC BELIEF IN ONE UNITED AND SOVEREIGN COUNTRY GOVERNED
BY A CONSTITUTION THAT IS TO BE UNDERPINNED BY DEMOCRACY
AND THE WIULU OF THE MAJORITY OF ALL CITIZENS. We
ARE AWARE Mr. CHAIRPERSON, AS MUCH AS YOU YOURSELF
ARE., OF THOSE OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO COULD
NOT SEE THEIR WAY CUEAR IN PARTICIPATING AT THIS
CONVENTION. WE BEUIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE IN THE INTERCST

OF THE COUNTRY. FOR THOSE OF US IN HERE. INDIVIDUALLY
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AND COUUECTIVELY TO [INTENSIFY COMMUNICATION WITH TIEM
RATHER THAN BREAK IT. WE sHouLlD DO SO HIITH A COMMON
AND UOGICALU DESIRE TO BUILUD A NCW COUNTRY IN WIHICH
MOST IF NOT ALU OF US HAD A HAND IN ITS BIRTH AND
UPBRINGING. [T 1S OUR WISI THAT NO-ONL IS ULFT BEUIND

IN THIS TASK - IF WE CAN HELP IT.

Mz. CHAIRPERSON, SouTH AFRICA HAS AT UAST BROKEN THE
ICE ON THE UONG AND HARD ROAD TO DEMOCRACY AND WE
WISH THAT THE COURAGE AND VISION WHICH PULLED PARTICI-
PANTS OF VARIOUS POUITICAU PERSUASIONS TOGETIHER, SHOULD
KEEP US JOINED UP AND CARRY US TIIROUGH TO THE NCXT

STAGES OF DISCUSSIONS.
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WE HAVE TO CONCEDE THAT IT WILL ABSOUUTELY SERVE
NO PURPOSE TO LOOK BACK IN THE PAST IN OUR PURSUIT
TO SHAPE A NEW POUITICAL DISPENSATION. THE FUTURE
IS IN THE FUTURE AND NOT IN THE PAST. Te PAST

IS EMPTY OF THE FUTURE.

I BevievE THAT CODESA IS HERE TO UNITE AND NOT TO

ENDORSE OR PERPETUATE SEPARATION OF THE PEOPUE OF

THIS COUNTRY.

0 . i
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IN REFERRING TO OUR COUNTRY | MEAN THE WHOLE OF SouTtn

AFRICA INCUUDING THE SEUF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES  AND

THE INDEPENDENT HOMEUANDS « Tuis BODY MUST. THERCFORE»

FIND WAYS AND MEANS OF BRINGING ALY OF US TOGETHER

AS A NATION THAT HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO LUIVE TOGETHER.

TO SURVIVE TOGETHER AND TO SHARE THE RICHES AND THE

BURDCNS TOGETHER IN A NEW SPIRIT OF RECONCILUIATION

AND RECONSTRUCTION. Tue REAUITY OF THE MOMENT IS

THAT THE SITUATION IS IRREVERSIBLE . CIIANGE IS DBOUND

TO COME AND TIOSE WHO RESIST IT MWILL BE BUOWN OFF

BY THE DEVASTATING WINDS THAT ARE BUOWING IN OUR

COUNTRY .
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MAY Gop THE AUMIGHTY GUIDE US DURING OUR DEUIBERATIONS AND

GIVE US THE WISDOM, TO TAKE RIGHT DECISIONS.

Avua ConTinua: CODESA.

RAMODIKE M.N.N.
LEADER - UNITED PEOPLE'S FRONT




