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MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONARY TYFIST

When Albie Sachs asked me to chronicle the life of his
mother, Ray Edwards, I was inclined to refuse. It was a
daunting task for which I felt myself totally unqualified. I
had never worked with a word processor, I had had very little
contact with elderly people and my knowledge of the struggle
and ot the ihistory.. of the South, African  Communist Farty
stemmed mainly from what I had been taught by a Christian
National White education.

I am the better for having agreed to attempt the task. As a
third year university student, having only recently come into
contact with any form of revisionist history, to actually
speak to someone on a first hand basis, especially someone as
dynamic as Ray Edwards, was a great privilege and education.
She is a revolutionary person. Through her eyes and her
incredible memory, I have glimpsed a world which was taboo,
threatensd, banned and denied by the government of the
country in which it was created and sustained.

In her continuous modesty, Ray Edwards has attempted to
underplay her contribution to the struggley she couldn’'t even
understand why Albie wanted her life to be recorded. Her
dedication arcl clear—-sightedness, fr-om the racially
segregated twenties and thirties, through the pinnacle of
apartheid power, to today’'s world, which hints at tomorrow’s
peace, are sufficient to Jjustify the record. In fact it is
vital. The people of this world, especially those of wus in
South Africa, need and deserve to know how and why we have
reached this point. Her story is not only a tribute to those
who have brought the struggle this far, but also acts as an
incentive for people to take the process further.

Ray is now eighty—-six years old. She insists on living on her
own in a flat in Tamboerskloof. For the last two and a half
months I have been interviewing her - in between her playing
bridge; catching the bus to attend court sessions: going to
the ANC Gardens’'s branch meetings; attending lectures on the
Land Acty; amd cutting out of the newspaper endless articles
on the ANC and +the struggle. During every session we would
have tea. And inspite of having had two eye operations, Ray
would insist on carrying the tray as she had been taught the
technique whilst training to be a waitress in 1929 so that
she could defend the Waitressing and Caterers Union.

I have let Ray tell her own story. I may be more qualified
than when I started - I am mildly computer literate, have
spent a fulfilling time with an ‘elderly’ [for want of a
better wordl] person and most importantly, have been given the
chance to learn more about the history of my country - yet, I
am still not qualified to tamper with such a complele and
pleasantly related life. It was my task simply to listen and
record. The voyage which I have travelled as a scribe has
brought mecloser to the light which comes from learning. And
for that I would like to thank Ray very much.

Melissa Holloway, February 1991
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I was born in Lithuania in 1904 but I have no recollection of
the few months of my kife I spent there. My family emigrated
to Denver, near Johannesburg. After a few years we moved to
Randfontien; and finally landed in Fretoria. My father was a
tailor — “there were® fne ' feady-mades inl those Wdays fsofone
needed a tailor. He got on very well with the people, too
well in fact. He became a drunkard and couldn’'t cope with the
drink. On one occasion, het Yot #the SDaNas iso tbadly sthat
no—one could go near him. He only wanted to see me. I was the
apple of his eye and the only one who could talk to him. 1
was only a child at the time. One day I got into a fight
because the local children said my father was a drunkard. I
was infuriated and told them he wasn’'t a drunkard he was only
"inebriated".

My father, who was a Social Democrat — Labour, believed in
honesty and wouldn’'t do anything dishonest. I was brought up
to b= truthful and not to do anything silly. Yet he was more
i ssted in football tham politics. He belonged to the
Huffalo Masons.

EREMC AR TS A= FivaE e c NG WS m o= AR SEIE ST diny SSShave andy
clothess to wear beEcause wWe WEIre Very poor. I had a friend
whose family had a second-hand clothes shop and I got my
friend to send me clothes. However, when my parents found out
they gave me a hiding for doing this and I wasn’'t allowesd to
go to the party.

Az we were very poor during  the First World War years and I
had mits and lice, I thought it was & natural thing which
avarybody had. One day somesone said to me,

"What nice hair you have, it looks so alive" to which someone
mlas sniggeraed,

B e sl £ aas, ¢

Thie really troubled me uwuntil my cousin  from Randburg was
able to get rid of the lice. My mom didn’'t have much time to
look atier us and this made me more independent and thus
different from the other children.

During the First World War we lived in Fretoria street. There
were also coloured people living in our street. Most of the
coloured men were in  the army and they were relatively
well-off. My father was a tailor who had a shop in Sunnyside.
My mother worked for my father day and night.

I used to be sent to the grocer—-shop to buy groceries,
usually on tick, something which "wasn’'t done'". Instead of
writing it down, I insisted on remembering it. When I got to
the grocer 1 would have forgotten what to buy. I would start
stuttering and stammering. As a child I often stuttered until
a teacher one day said., "Why dont you all speak like
Rachel, slowly." This boosted my confidence and helped me
lose my stammer.

When I was 13, my younger brother was killed by a lorry. This
had a profound influence on me. The company wanted to pay my
parents about two hundred pounds compensation money so that
we wouldn 't take them to court. I was furious and said my



parents musn 't take the money as it was ‘blood money’ and it
wouldn 't bring him back. They were very poor and wanted to
take the money for the education of their other childremn, but
I refused to let them. So the situation was dropped. As the
oldest of five children, and as I bad made such a
performance, they were forced to listened to me.

I then refused to believe in God as I claimed if there was a
God, my brother wouldn’t have been killed. I became
irreligious and refused to go to shul. My father and I
wouldn’'t go but the rest of the family had to go. Before
this, when I still went, a friend once dared me to smoke on
Yom Kippur which I did. As the wrath of God didn’'t come down
on me, I was convinced that there was no God. I was
irreligious but never did anything to show it visibly.

During the 1216 rebellion, the pupils weren’'t allowed outside
as the commandoes were assembled outside the gates of the
Miriam Marks school, which I attended. I had a teacher at
school who came from Nova Scotia and we hated each other.
When we had civil history. I voted labour not Unionist as

expected. Even Nationalist was better than labour. The
teacher let everyone know that I was labour, like my father.
Yet even thouwugh this was ‘unacceptable’ when I went to High

school, this teacher asked me to write to her and tell her
the events in Fretoria as she was leaving. She obviously felt
that I was the only one capable of keeping her informed.

Az it was Jjust a primary school, I EnEEE e (Gl o aeE s
Eommercial Hightschool, ijust te be different - the other
girls went on to do an academic matric. I decided that I must
learn to type and go out and get a job. When I completed my
schooling they wanted me to stay and teach but I preferred to
go and find a job. At school I was a rebel. I refused to
s cmveme by hEsres L @ilzase s 1 EeiEilel e Wkl
ity I wouldn 't learn it. I could never study and preferred to
play sport. The principal lavesr wmeiel  Selily Ly dElEE
husbandl that I was the bane of his 1life as I was so
impossible at school. He alsoc predicted that I would become
the leader of the female suffragettes, yet I never joined
them.

When I was about fourteen, my parents would often go and
watch Jewish theatre. As I was the oldest, I had to baby-sit.
As soon as they left my brothers and sisters would misbehave.
While my parents where there, they were good, but not once
they had left. One night I had had enough, so I assembled
them in their nighties, and marched them off to the
opera-house. We arrived as the patrons were coming out. I
then pinched them so my parents were faced with a bunch of
crying kids. They never went again.

The Jewish theatre would perform for two or three nights at
the Fretoria opera house. They were a group of Folish Jews
who formed part of a very famous company. They would travel
from city to city - Fretoria, Johannesburg, Cape Town. The
audience would all be Jewish, as the plays were all in
Yiddish.




I met a young Cockney man, who was a member of the "Young
Ikes" [a Zionist groupl] and he told me about Fhoebe, the
moon god. He was a very poetical chap and I was guite taken
by him so when he asked me, I Jjoined the Young Ikes. He
decided to hold a meeting as he didn't approve of the way the
organisation was run. He drew up a pamphlet which I typed and
made copies of, by using carbon paper. 0On the day of the
meeting, only two people arrived, the young man and myself! I
then began loosening my ties with the Young Ikes as they were
from the upper classes of the Jewish society and I didn't
fecdnacssnfirel Mfittediwmint I also didn't agree with their

political starce.

One evening they had a game of 'forfeits’'. I gave my watch as
a forfeit. They asked me to sing "God Save the King" as my
forfeit, because they knew my politics. So I said I would
sing, much to their surprise. I got up and sang:

"God save the gracious king when the communists get over
mim. " And that was my swan song, I never went there again.

This young chap then decided to teach me how to play chess.
He showed me one or two moves and said,'play’. So I refused
and went instead to he local library where they played
s. But instead of teaching me they put me in a tournament
aight away. So I never went there again, either.

the time the young mam thought I was so wonderful he w:
ys putting me on a pedestal. This annoyed me so much tha
S R o eia) -
not a virgin" - thinking it meant the same as ‘angel’! I

2" saw him again, and only found out what ‘virgin’ meant
WinenRlmwentt S telnarkEin the legal  ofifice.

I began working for the legal firm Ludolf, Riets and Fienaar.
Ludolf, the senior partner, decided to go on his own and so
they got another partner and became Riets, Fienaar and van
Niekerk: The senior typist. left with bkudolf so:they asked me
to become the senior typist. As I was now in a EE S G R
more responsibility, I demanded that I get a junior typist,
an increased salary and & new type-writer. They had no option
but to agree to my demands, but they did say I was holding
them to ransom, which I was. After a vyear and a half of
werkingtithadenot wgoty asaraisesc 8o incthisonew positional
demanded a raise from ten to twelve pounds a week. They were
vervaresentful aboutaits

A short while after that they called me in and dictated a
message that from the end of  the month, the whole firm would
have salary cuts. As two of their senior partners were in
Farliament, they spent six months in Cape Town and therefore
they had less work in Johannesburg. My increase was to be cut
along with everyomne else’'s salary. So I called all the staff
together and said,

“We should not accept this decision. After all, they can do
without me but they can’'t do without the taxing master and
the article clerks etc. S0 we should just say that we refuse
the change."




But the others didn't see it that way. They simply accepted
the decisien,sbute T left. As they still held my earlier
demands against me, they found that ten pounds of the money
which I handled wasn’'t accounted for. They wanted to sus me
for the money. My father, who knew I wasn’'t responsible. went
and paid the money. I was furious, bult he said he didn’'t want
any trouble. In the end I left without taking any reference,
but I didn't need one and I then got & job at another firm of
attorneys.

Through-out 1922 I would go virtually every weekend to
Johannesburg. My brother had a motorbike and I would get a
lift with him; until he got a side—car. Then he didn’'t need
me anymore, even though I°'d paid for petrol. I was the only
one who would travel on the back of the bike., so with the
side-car he could take other people. We would leave on
Saturday morning and stay on till Monday morning. We had to
leave very early on Monday as we had to be at work at 7
geE lne il kel aboitk S sans heurs te aet freoncdohannesburg to
Fretoria.

I would stay at the homes of Farty members in Johannesburg.
The City Hall steps was where people would come and speak,
ustally on a Sunday night. One night Albert Luxberg said,
"You don't have to go overseas to find baby killers,. you can
fimdeEhenyrlight heresd —shelwaserefterringeto the  df22hstriken
He was imprisoned for his anti-Smuts attitude. I knew him,
put unbeknown to me, I was considered his 'girl in Fretoria’.
When he was imprisoned he asked to see me. But at the times I
I wouldn’'t have anvything to do with & man in prison. He did
however lend me Omar FKayyam. At thet time, I was more
interested in going on picnics  and not really interested in
peliticss

aw a notice on the butchers paper i.e.
newspapei, about the Y.C.L. [Yourng Communist’'s Leagus] and
this stirred my interest. That weekend I went to Johannesburg
and went along out of curiosity. The wnjust treatment of
Albert Luxborg probably triggered my interest off.

And then, one day., [ =S¢

One day I went to Sarah Sable' s house to a YCOL party. Eddie
Rouwx was there and as we were both shy., he started speaking
to me and befriended me. I grew very attached to him. When he
held petitions., I would come through from Fretoria to help.
Thus it was Eddie who drew me into the movement. The politics
of the party appealed to my sense of justice and so I became
committed. I felt more at home there than anywhere else. I
was the only member of my family to become politically
involved. I became the ‘red sheep’ of the family.

When I joined the Farty it was run on a democratic basis. But
afterwards when the Waltons and EBach and the others came
along, then decisions were imposed on the members. I supposs
they held votes within their committes but their decisions
were decided apart from the rest of the members.

I have always held a non—racial wviewpoint. Fartly on
humanitarian grounds but mainly because I am a Jew. I have



always believed that Jews can’'t afford to be racists. As a
Jew, I have been persecuted and therefore I never wanted to
pursue that stance.

When 1 joined the Farty, oL aimsy iwere s meEes tolattalin
democracy in South Africa than to implement strict Communist
rule. We thought we would get some work done in trade unions
and secure the rights of workers. We had political aims as
well — at one stage they wanted a ‘black’ republic and then
laterfa ftnati onalid republic . tFor . tmyself, Irscidne & belong to
Labour because I wanted something stronger and ultimately
they upheld the White regime. The Farty on the other harnd was
specifically non-racial and that appealed to me. There were
times during my participation when I was despondent but I was
never disillusioned. I always believed that if we didn’'t
succeed one hundred percent, we would always achieve some
success, have some impact on society. For me it wasn’'t so
much communism per se, as the equality and justice which the
system proposed and which I couldn’t find anywhere else.

Looking back now I realise it was a decision which I took
when I was very young, not s much im years but in my then
Risl veNancides s tieasant ookl hisansnot sinsthe least bit sorRey
thought, I fesl I have had a rich and fulfilled life.

I never wanted to be a leader. I cauld never despublibse
speaking and simply didn’t want & prominent position. 1 was
FappyaiistENdenna NMrackoanaawask, sthestypingeand ssel Ling e te .
It was also a necessary part of  the Movement and I enjoyed
clEkimE M= e e E oS e myasweEk My S pe il ca il be Biads
were in line with the Farty s, I was a loyal supporter. 1
would simply accepted the policy directives sent by the
Comintern. I never wanted to influence any decision.

Ihentlh was stilllestavinge in i Fretaria. I would come,. through on
weekends. We would hold meetings for the Farty members once a
week. These were fairly informal. As a group we would do a
lot of walking. One person had a bicycle and I would sit on
fhatieeivotlidestEavel e forsshalrs s talbinge vand playing watd
games and number games. We found that entertainment enough.
There would also be political discussions. We were guite an
impassioned group, staying up all night arguing and
disclssingssihesgrpupewolld dapialot ofipelitical  reading and
discussing but I never really did.

We never really wanted to do anything else, at least 1
certainly didn t. I was quite happy doing things only for the
Movement. I did sometimes go to a cinema in the afternoon,
though. I had a friend who came in from the country and with
whom I would go to the cinema. The only problem was he
enjoyed ‘Skiet en donner’ ' [cowboy]l films so, I1'd have to sit
through one of those in order to see the other film. In those
days they had ‘Rio—cafes’ were you paid a sixpence and could
lhave either a chocolate or a cooldrink and watch the film. We
used to go to the shop and buy a tickey chocolate and then
watch the film for free. They eventually stopped that system.

The more involved 1 became in politics, the more I lost



contact with my friends and 1life in Fretoria. I did however,
keep one childhood friend, Rose Myers, from Fretoria who was
non political. We remained friends until her death.

Imeti?24padtivwent & to wemk S Sdlal Fctem! G f@ant Afpilliaans
newspaper. My job was to type envelopes. They used to think I
was quite odd as I would sing: "the frog sat upon the log",

to keep myself from going mad with boredom. Whilst working
for the "Volkstem" in Fretoria, my mother fell pregnant. She
had to go to hospital for the ‘birth. My father had gone to
pieces from drinking too much. He therefore wasn't employed
and I had to go out to work to bring in money for the family.
At the time I also had to look after my brothers and sisters
andE v icat®  my mother 5L hospital. I would collapse
pertadiic il AStisomiSEH ERECH E SRt S Ih S o n el RO = a s d o nt i collapsed
while visiting my mother. The nurses were very pleased as the
shock helped to induce labour.

When my mother came out of hospital, I went to work for a
Iegali®FiFmd INdedidbd &8 try “teP. form '@ typists trade afiont
There was a newspaper firm that said it would help me. Then
they said they didn’t want to help, they wanted to take over.
Sor I dropped it. I wasmn’'t going @ to create a trade wnion for
an Afrikaans newspaper to take over. There weren't many trade
ensSa LS RelEneS i nS et ia oo I SUppose it was unbstal
for a woman to try create one.

One day, while I was working for an attorneys firm, I saw one
of the chaps in “the office snooping in my desk. He was
reading a political pamphlet. I said,

"You don’t have to snoop, vou can just read what it says. "
"You look so innocent," he replied, "and you are actually a
red hot communist. "

During the 1924 elections, I was working for a legal firm of
nationalist members of Farliament. I wanted to work in
FEEEEE LA, MEE el W slhE e e

i I oy S oS G L L S e pt e I e R S ot

Charles De Water was standing for Central. After lots of hard
work, he got in. Even though it was winter we had cutdoor
meetings. I was supplied with thousands of copies of "A Story
of a Crime" - about ¢he 1922 strike, the bombing of the
Fordsburg laboratory etc. — which I had to sell. The money
went to the strikers orphans fund, and the sellers weren’t
paid. Once the election was won I was taken on stage and made
a big fuss of, much to my embarrassment.

Life in Fretoria was very racially segregated during the
1920's. A friend and myself were coming back from a game of
tennis one day when we saw a policeman knock a black man on
the ground. I went up to him and said,

"What are you doing 2"

"Get away or I'11 arrest you too," he warned me.

I wanted to go to the police station, but my friemnd wouldn’t
goiihe next moFping 1 spake to  Hialmar Reitz and asked him
to go and enquire, so he did. He came back later and told M ,

By

four friend has been cautioned and discharged.”



Apparently the policemen was acting
pavement .

black man was walking on the
Reitz to enquire, the black man
After the incident the people
"kaffir—-boetie". Even so, the
politics. There was a curfew for
therefore had to obtain a permit
were allowed out at night after a
During the mid-twenties, I was
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people. There were the Chalmer
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within his rights as the
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would have been locked up.
in the area called me a
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blacks at the time and they
from ‘the boss’ to say they
certain time.

very friendly with Herman

with a strange band of
a cat burglar and a
I was
They lived next to
acted as their larder.
tea but I would refuse. One

to listen to the speakers on the

Bosman was heckling the
one of the audience. I
Suddenly he dropped to the

Later when he was in jail

I went to see him but he

he bumped into to me one

aslecd .,

knocked him

someone had
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Fretori Only &
person in Fi :
in Fretoria as I hac rno
railway station to sell a

was called "The Worker"
two  bookshops that were

I would help at mailtime,

they would let me read the periodicals.

I"'was in contact with

black political activists in Fretoria,

either the A.N.C. or the I.C.U. My contact was Thomas Mbel. i ,
Thabo's father’s uncle. As a contact 1 would give whatever
aEsistance I could -~ I Wwould go and ses people and get
documents etc. It was one of the only contacts available to

the ICU At the time the ICU
and whilst Clements Kadalie was
was trying to further his

was a rather loose organisation

an excellent organiser, he
own interests within the

organisation. Mbeki told me at the time that they were trying

to undermine his influence within

the movement. The ICU,

LA

by Kadalie, was in direct opposition to the ANC.

I went to Marabastad, a location in Fretoria, where an
#lderly ANC man, Bud Mbelle, lived in a Victorian house with
an illuminated address on the wall. He was more Victorian
tham any white person I had ever met. The location was e o



next door, about ten minutes walk. All in all there were very
few people who were sympathetic to my cause. I had very
IEElel e ontastil with Swhites Swoizkers ping Fretoriag Itididnit
really matter to me as long as I could try to make contacts.

Whilst working for a legal firm in Jobannesburg in 1926,
Bunting asked me to start a BGerman Relief fund. The
Afrikaners at the time were very sympathetic to the Germans
because of the Boer War. i agot Bisowssandesathers an the
committee. I matEanged. tos “hold a meeting in order to
inaugurate the committee. On the day that I went to
Johannesburg to report, it rained. So I had to wear my hair
down else I couldn’'t get my hat on. (Everyone wore hats in
those days). When I arrived, Weinstok [who wanted a finger in
every piel]., said,

"A school-girl! A school—girl! We can’t have a school-girl
running this. I1°11 come to Fretoria and run this myself."

I only looked about 16 so they wouldn’'t let me continue, even
though everything was organised. The relief fund was then
dropped as they did nothing further about it.

During my time at the legal firm, we took on a case defending
a tribe im Fietersburg that was being forced off the land.
They were being moved under the 122&6 Land Act. They had gone
as far as the Frivvy Council and needed a firm in Fretoria to
defend them. At the time I never realised how important the
Lamd Act was, I don’t think any of us realised. I think my
cortact with Thomas Mbeki was during this case.

At the turn of the decads, comrade Eve Green said that women
were a "slave of a slave". That was the position then, but it
hasrn't really changed much within the Movement, or otherwise.
Even in Europe women haven’ 't really come to the fore—-front of

any major political party. The female suffragettes were
fairly strong with guite a following but they let women down.
They were only interested in white women getting the vote.
They had no interest in even black men getting thes vote. I
never joined them as my concern went much further than that.
I don’t know if there were any suffragettes in the Farty but
I personally felt that their aims were too narrow. Within the
home, women were expected to serve the males. In South Africa
it was especially so but even on my various trips overseas,
men seldom assisted in  the home. With myself, as soon as
Solly found out I wasn't ‘fragile’', I had to do everything. I
only have myself to blame though, as I insisted I would do my
share.

In the Movement women were treated as eguals to men, both
here and in London, but they never attained leadership
positions. Molly Walton was the only exception in the early
days. After coming back from the Lenin School, the Comintern
decided that she should become a leader. They were basing 1t
on directives which were sent by Douay Waltonsedron
Johannesburg. I gqueried these as they weren’'t true but was
told I was a typist and not a editor. After that things went
dowr .

The YCL was part of the International Communist Movement as



chere 'was s~ photograph "in ® Moscow of * the' S.A. it [EERNT S ST
pictured as the representative of the Fretoria branch of the
Movement. Literature from Moscow was sold in the bookshaps in
S.A.. Joe Shwartz who was called ‘Moscow Joe’, would go
around selling all the publications eg. 'The Moscow News'.
The literature was freely available at the time.

During the twenties, the Farty in Johannesburg had a core of
about twenty members. Sarah Sable was the secretary of the
Farty, although she wasn’'t a policy maker. Her politics were
middle of the road.

Solly was a member of the (YCL). My mentor, Sarah Sable,
hated Solly, they had differing political views and she was
very much against him. One day I got a letter from Solly
saying that he had to come to Fretoria for an appeal and as
he didn’'t have much funds could I, as the only comrade in
Fretoria, find accommodation for him. So I said that he could
come and stay at my mother s place.

Solly had worked on the Reef in the Native eating houses. He
would come into town hoping to get some education, but every
time he came in either his sister or his brother or someone
would need the money and he would have to go work again.
Eventually he had left there and come into town. He became a
sub—let tenant and earned a livelyhood from it. When he came
to Fretoria, it was for an appeal in a case about the
sub-letting. As I was working for a legal office at the time,

i |

I was able to act as a correspondent i.e.l got a cepy of the

FEEE e S e S e o s S D et B ] the work a local correspondent
would do. He won the appeal, about some tenant issue, and in
return for my work he asked me out to dinner when I came to
Johamnnesburg. Only because Sarah was so against Solly, was I
willing to go. QGuite honestly, if she hadn’'t been so
insistent that I didn't see Solly, I may not have become so

friendly with him.

One day I brought a friend for 1lunch and as we were sitting
dowrn, my brother said,

"I won't have my mother waiting on a ‘kaffir’'.
50 we got up and walked out. My mother came running after us
saying,

"No, don’t go away.,it’'s alright I don’t mind waiting on a
“kaffir’® ." She never realised it was a derogatory word. As my
friend was black, we couldn’t go to a restaurant. But even so
it was my mother‘'s house and I +took it for granted that we
would be welcome there.

The whole YCL, about 15 members, would tycle out to Fretoria
to put up posters and slogans. My mother found accommodation
for them with the neighbours - who knew them as my friends
and were unaware of their political interests. They arrived
in the afternoon and we went out that ARt St oS I e R 1LY
“paint the town "red”". ‘We stayed out all night whilst the
neighbours stayed up waiting for my friends. Solly arrived
the next morning and was angry with me for staying up all
night and for going out with them. So I said that I didn't
want to have anything more to do with him .5c0lly then left



for thesSoviet Undong for a little while. When he returned in
1926, we got married.

I WasEaSEaE et s i an Sl drdn s e eats S fich . butter, milk all for
health reasons. My mother would cook bread and special dishes
for me. When I left home I stopped being vegetarian, I didn’t
havesEimestosal lethate s Sal lyviadidnd t o ieat fisheand meat but
otherwise we ate everything.

When I joined the Farty, they gave me ‘Fenguin Island’ to
oo bt cattlGRpevers findchvit. e I did a lot of reading but
not political books. I could never absorb ‘Das kKapital’', for
instance.

The YCL. was responsible for getting a free library  in
Johannesburg. There was a State library but one had to pay.

The party members formed the nucleus of the library
supporters. The library became a meeting place. If there was
someoneg we knew who wanted a book, we would put it in a
special place for them.

Im dgl6, Saillyeand I were mageied. I came in on a Saturday
morning and we went to the Johannesburg magistrate’'s court.
They asked us,

"Where are the witnesses?!

I said, "We don't reguire witnesses."

Then they asked,'"Where is the ring?"

"We don't reguire a ring.

And so they had to perform the ceremony without the it and we
were married. Benny Sachs, Solly’s brother, wantﬁd 15 to have

a religious service with a chupah. It was to be in somebodies
garden. $o we agreed to go a&long with it. Solly’'s family were

here, but I omly asked my mother. les caeni e as e amy:  cifs my
friends from Fretoria az I wasn’'t interested in a religious
“thing’ , I simply wanted a civil marriage.
On the day, all the guests were there, we  had et oL
welcoming glass and Solly stood up. He made a political

spaech, sald he wouldn't go on with this farce, and 1 agreed.

S0 that was the end of the wedding.

My father hadn’'t allowed me to move to Johannesburg unless I
got married. It was unheard of to move out of home unless one
got married, even though I was 22. We stayed at a place
Judith FPaarl in a converted billiards room. When we got
married, Sarah Sable and her husband left the Farty. Fossibly
because we wouldn't have a religious ceremony, but basically
because they disliked Solly so much.

I was so "fragile" that Solly did everything. He scrubbed the
floors, did the washing, everything. One day however, I
insisted that I could do my share, and that was the end. From
then on I did everything and Solly never thought of helping
agairn. At the time Solly was studying at university and I was
working. We lived for a year on my savings and when they ran
Giicre T wents toswamke for — aiwileaal firm. This was alt the tims
that Bill Andrews started a Trade Union Congress.



Bill came to South Africa during the Anglo-Boer war and I
remember him telling me how they learnt to live off the land.
For example they would prepare a meal and: then put it in an

antheap to cook.

One day. soon after he had started the Trade Union Congress
they had a meeting. A young member stood up and said,

"BEill Andrews has done a sterling Jjob and we should
congratulate him, but he 1is an o0ld man and I think there
should be a young man leading this."

Eill got up and answered,

"l agree that I am an old man, but some young men have old
ideas and I have young ideas." And he kept the job.

He was the type of person who was at home with workers,
scholars, professors, anyone. He could hold his own with
anyone. I remember people going to Bill for translations. He
was a past master at translating political or legal jargon
into simple language. He didn’t bave any formal education.

Every morning I had to put the lunch on the primus stove, go
to work, come home at lunch—time to serve lunch to Solly and
his friend, clean up, go back to work for the afternoon and
in the evening help EBill Andrews with the trade union typing.
I knew Bill Andrews through the Farty but we weren’'t really
personal friends as he was alot older than I was. I just felt
SRES Sy e S S s RS h eilis. Samd T ISScolilld de® thichy tvping .
Feriodically I broke down.

We would socialise mostly with other Farty members. Most of
us were young, middle c s scholars; Willie FEalk was a
furniture worker and he joined us, but the majority were
students. The Chalmer brothers, who were boiler makers, were
at one time also members of the REISENSE G e VR R LiEn e df el - Wi
be a bad group and dropped out. Solly would always have
people at the house. As the secretary of the Barment Workers
Uniorn, he would have a lot of meetings. He would then give
money to someone to take me out so that I wasn’'t at a loose
erd.

Eddie Roux went to Oxford on a scholarship. When he came
back, Solly and I were living in one room in Harrison street.
He was due to arrive early in the morning. So I got very
early to clean up and make breakfast. I wasn’'t sure whether
he was still a vegetarian, so I decided not to have meat, but
to fry soles. I made many soles for the crowd that would come
to the room. When he arrived, he said he wanted meat. So we
went to a restaurant and I was left with a whole bunch of
fried soles!

Az a member of the Farty, N Swotlid S Sge Sl ong ¢ te pubiic
meetings. One day, we went to Jeppe, a working—-class suburb
in Johannesburg. It was at the time of King George's visit.
In those days there were alot of Black shirts in South
Africa, who would object to our anti- Imperialist stance. We
would therefore have to 1link arms to protect the speaker.
There would be four of us, three others and me. I was very
5illy because I would say,

8
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Eut as I was a woman, Ehey Swolididn T® thghtYmey Thet tallker =t
these public meeting, usually on a street corner, would often
get trouble from the crowd. Sometimes the heckling got
potentially violent and the speaker would have to run! The
crowd would pursue them. One time, Eddie Roux, Solly Sachs
and Willie Kalk were being chased by some louts who wanted to
assault them for their political beliefs. Eddie and the
others hopped on to a bus, only to be followed by the louts.
They had to go from bus to bus until their money ran out.
Eventually Willie confronted them and said he would fight,
and then they left him alone. It wasn’'t always easy to carry
S

At one stage Solly’'s brother, Benny., wanted Solly to join him
in partnership in a butcher and grocer store. We would have
had enough money and would have had a house but I said I
didn’'t want to be a shopkeeper’'s wife. I don’'t thinmk Solly
ever seriously wanted to, B EI G HEER I e A EIE W e LGlE & 5B mitime
working whilst he goss to university, he was happy to say no.

He became the secretary of the Garment Workers Union and that
was what he really believed in. I think he was genuine about
what he was doing. Working among a&ll the women, they would
play up to him and he thought 1t was because he was doing a
good job. Msanwhile it was covert love, they wanted bus money
and the like. He did & good e AN the Garment Workers
though. He was a good organiser. He wanted to gest the Garment
Workers directly involved. He would train them or facilitate
their training so that they couwld becomes directly involved in
the trade union. He was & good organissr becauwse he cowuld
delegate. For example, Anna Skespers became a member of the
senate and Joharnna Cormelius became  a secretary. They wers

simple factory girls, but good organisers because they was
firetly dedicated and loyal ana  secondly  bscause they
wnderstood the workers, having beesn workers themselves.

My mother, who as a young woman had taken part in the 190G
Russian Revolution, then became very religious — I think the

more I bscame involved 1inm politicse the more religiocus my
mother became. She went om to become gquite famous for her
charitable work. She got awarded a position in the Golden
Eoolk amd had things named after her. My father on the other
hand was never religious. One day my mother said to my
father,

"Why don‘t you go to shul just once a year, just twice a
vear. Why don’'t you just show your face?"

"Sonnalena," my father answered, "when I die they will put me
amongst the women and when you die they will put you amongst
the men."

My father was a Jew but didn’'t practise as one. He seemed
satisfied with my mother upholding the faith.

During the late twenties I would go around collecting funds
for the YCL. One of the more memorable characters at the time
vas Michasl Richmans’'s uncle, Willie Eloomberg, a refugese
from Russia who later becamse a dental mechanic. He set up
practice in Johannesburg, near the library. As a child he
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never had access to books, so every time he made money, he
would buy first editions of books. He was very wealthy as he
wollldtcharge  five pounds  for 'a new set of teeth, and did
extremaly well. He memorised passages from booksy he could
recite ‘The Golden Eough' from top to bottom. I remember
walking along with him on Sundays and he would expound on
‘The Golden Eough' for hours. As he was a lonely person he
would talk all day, keeping me there for hours and only then
would he give his donation. At that time he had the most
extensive library. A crowd would come along there, including
Herman Charles Bosman, take the books and pawn them. He would
then' maves S tof Sgo St s the' pawn “shop and buy  his' @ books
back.Eventually he got married, and became very religious.
NEsClsEsNtONcaySthet citowdNstoppedt sponglng ot £ hims

ISR ET IR G e e s cOlE et finge o e VeI e they always
needed money and I was considered a good collector. On one
occasion I was collecting on a train. As one wasn’'t allowed
tnEE O eSS Eieiihiieh e SR ad property, (LRSS (3 Ol S e 5 o o
carriage, collect, get off the train at the station and ¢ret
on the next carriage., coflfiiemtn WandS s Trn I was always
collecting for something - so much so that people would crc
the streelt so as to avoid me.

B NGRS, the YCL wouwld hold a monthly dance for
which [ would waiter., The dance was attended by the local
youth as well as Farty members. Ae it was a fund=-raising
event, we would hire a band and Ls would attract a large
crowd. Feople wouwld dance bt ISP S I ] o S
smoking. Cooldrinks were the only form of refreshment. As a
wWal b I got paid but I would return the money to the YCL
fumcs . Yet Linieiss Tol=tinf I could join the Waitressing and
rering Union. [ was actually a hopeless waitre N c=r s e
G5 I SR B e G Ly e 1 could never remember
ordereds SELULY dt wasifun while it laste

by o

Frecel

time, the chefs at the Stuttafords tea-room were
complaining that the wages were too low. Az the vice
rsident of the Waitressing and Catering AR TRYN Y T 0 ey i
complaint to the Wage Board. Fariny Klenerman was 4
secretary of the Waitressing and Catering Union, but as she
was the owner of the ‘Vanguard Booksellers’, she was not in
the trade. She therefore drew up the memorandum and I trained
as a waitress so that I could represent them. Her hushband,
Frank Glass, was the organiser of various trade unions and he
organised the meeting. The Stuttafords’ employers argued that
they weren’'t professional chefs but house-wives who cooked.
The owner asked,
"Do you mean that we must pay full chefs wages to a
house-—-wi fe?"
"“Yes if they do the cooking and if it's satisfactory, you're
eMmloyingeatcookinotl al holsenwife. W0 replied.
The next day the newspapers said that I made "mincemeat" out
of the owner’'s argument, ARl 2a9m Suwndehe T e ¢
nonsense. Afterwards I left the union as I had only joinecd in
order to represent them. The trade unions were all white at
the time.,
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was issued with food coupons. I was placed in the suite with
the Americans. They tried to persuade me to stay in Leningrad
and gelontEheftour withvethemsn by Sofifering fto pay for mearl
declined as I wanted to get to Moscow as soon as possible.
MhERce Pt in e st el s i o h o N eEganidsedS s tolgetineS alipl aceson
the train as it was wvery difficult to get a place as they
were always full.

Once I was on the train, I got a message that Solly’'s
relatives were at the hotel in Leningrad. So I got off the
train and went back ta the hotel. In the mean time the
Engldish dem had teld «Selly's relatives that I had left by
train. So I was stranded, unable to get back on the train and
furious. I couldn’'t speak Russian or German. The only word I
knew was ‘delegate’, so I went to the trade union office
claiming that I was a ‘delegate’. While I was in Leningrad I
never went to any exhibitions or interesting places as I was
only intent on getting to Moscow.

They eventually organised me a place on  the train and I was
on my way to Moscow.  When I arrived, Solly was in the
EelipEryn aethinling Ehatasl s nwasansatilil in  Leningrad. At the
congress, I was to stay with & black woman from America.
Coming Trom S.A.. perhaps they were testing me. The woman was
a laundry worker from Americe who was totally apolitical an
mainly interested in having & good time. An African chief a
the congress boasted that he had so many wives. She replied:
"Hah! That's nothing. in Amsrica we can have as many men as

o 1 o oy e 1)
we war !

i L

Wnern they found out I wasn't a delegate, the trouble bsgan.
To make matters worse the English don, who kept on leaving
messages for me, had bought me ballet tickets., I refused to
have anything toc do with him.

Imgardesstaarights, the  situation; I said that 1 wanted to
wWwork. There was  ann  interpreter who had & team of three
typists: an American, am Englishmen and me. I worked for a
short while but then developed the flu. So whilst everyone
was going out, I was confined to my room. Furthermore the
congress salid I wasn't allowsd to work until I had haa a
thiree month holiday. The tramslator, however, asked me to
work for him after—hours. I received several copies of the
"Tllustrated Russian News'", a glossy coffee—-table newspaper,
for doing articles for them. I also received a wonderful cake
which I hid so as to surprise Solly. They surprised me,
however, by finding the cake and finishing it.

Willie Kalk was a delegate, as were Molly and Doug Walton,
who had left 8.A. as things were a bit ‘sticky’ . I was
invitedetoestayson andesgesr ton the  benin School ;ycbhut I falt
that Molly was much more suitable. Solly and Willie insisted
that Doug and Molly must stay as delegates in spite of their
past and so they were allowsd to stay. Molly then stayed on
and went to the Lenim School. The Lenin School taught a
political syvllabus, the theory of communism. After graduating
one would return to one’s country as a functionary.

G



As the congress was 1in Summer , we went out on excursions and
picnics onn the Volga in  between the meetings. We stayed near
the Red Square but I never went to see Lenin’s tomb as there
was always an endless gqueue. I didn’'t really have that much
time as I was mostly siclk. There were film shows in Moscow
and I was sent out to find out where they were showing. I
would ask: "Tivarish,kKino?" - [Comrade, bl - = ey lsbeln
they would answer: "Nei tivarish Kino" - [they don’'t know
Comrade kKinol. So I would have to go to someone else until
they understood. I also went to see the kKremlin.

I would say to the Soviets,

"Oh, but the Africans are so tolerant.”
To which they would reply,

"Yes but aren’t they too toleranmt?

Before leaving Moscow I gave away all the clothes I possibly
could as there was such a shortage. I knew I could replace

them in Berlin. There was also an accommodation shortage so

that peopls had VAL Tl z room insteasd of a wholes
I wasn t disillusioned with the general situstion as
to be sxpected in a time of tramsition.
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am still hopeful that they will be able to
B vee something. I know the CIA is still carrying on, just
iknes ihe hit-squa here trying +to pull the Soviet Union
apairt. If only they had been given a chance. They showed they
had the potential wilth Sputnik  but they were never given any
chance to carry on because they had to put all their effort
into war. Even the killings and atrocities which occurred
haven't chamnged my overall view. I am sorry that it happened
and I am sorry that we condoned these terrible things. but
that was the work of individuals and not the result of the
idea as a whole. I still have faith that the Great Experiment
has not failed, that the day will come when there is justice
and equality in the world and the working people come into
their owmn.

On the journey home I went wvia ERerlin, where I stayed for
three days. Then to London and home on & mail-ship, which
took forty days to reach South Africa.

After completing the Lenin school, Molly and Doug returned to
S5.A.. Molly became a leader in response to a directive sent
by the Comintern in Moscow. ] report was sent from
Johanmnnesburg to Moscow prompting this directive, but their
claims weren ' t true. I gqueried these claims but was told to
just type". It was the one time during my work for the Farty
where I did somsthing which I didn’t want to do. I knew the
claims were false but there was nothing I could do about it.

1%



The new leadership adopted the policy of a ‘Black Republic’.
They claimed they had created ‘cells’ - contacts within the
various mines and townships - but this wasn’'t strictly true.
Those that did not follow this new line, were expelled. They
expelled Bunting, Bill Andrews, Solly Sachs and Dther;. The
reasons for the expulsions were flimsy. They were going to
expel me, possibly because I was Solly’'s wife, but they
didn't have another typist.

One of the reasons why Solly was expelled was that he didn’'t
attend C.F. organised May Day celebrations. The GWU [Garment
Workers Union] had organised a sport's day in opposition to
the C.F. s arrangements. Solly, as secretary of the GWU, went
to the GWU's function. Solly was influenced by Dulcie, his
future wife, and she was very anti—-communist. I think he
decided that his place was in the Labour Farty and not in the
Communist Farty. They gave several other reasons for the
expulsions which weren’t valid, but which Solly validated
later by his actions. The Farty became an "elitict" SitEE I E
Later, when they found out the cells weren’t Fael dsz sl o el
the Waltons were reprimanded and there was a different tone
after that, but the damage had been done.

Molly Walton was a very beautiful women wWho was not very
icalll o0 JEie  sEe - HaE  a powerful Veieal Hn S e nll Idi e H e 5
excellently. The trade unions loved her. They would call her
Tour Molly’. Only after she returned from Moscow did we
learn about her heart conditicon. In her marriage to Doug. she
was the dominant partner. He wasn’'t a speaker, he was more a
correspondent, who did the paper worlk.

Justs after " Solly was expelled, Molly Walton spent the nignt
in bed with me and Solly. There was a strike in the area and
we all had to be there very early.She spent the night trying
to get me away from SN

Some people wanted to get out of the Farty and they used the
exclusions as an excuse. Feople blamed the Farty as a whole
Ui E R e R e e “2alise the difference between the
leadership and the I e S o e oy e there were personal
FEEEES afEE EEEissniE mihie . @i ERE Farty. for instance Harry
Snitcher had suffered 4 his career because of his
involvement in the Farty - he was never appointed a judge,
although for many years he was a top advocate.

There was a girl in the Farty called Wilhemina and Eddie was
madly in love with her. But she wasn't really interested, so
she kept him on a string. When he moved to Cape Town suddenly
she became interested but by this time Eddie was not
interested. He told me that "She ran and she ran until she
ran out of my reach." And that was the end of it. He met
Winmie in Johannesburg. They got married, as Winnie was a
teacher and she knew that if she had a child out of wedlock,
they she would get the sack. At the time, Molly Walton made a
Farty decree that I must divorce Solly and get Eddie away
from Winnie. Not that there was anything between Eddie and
me. They just thought that Winnie was a bad influence and
that it would be better for the Farty. Nesdless to say, we



ignored the decree.

Eddie then wanted to get a job at Onderstepoort. So he had to
CloftieERc e Rviiews I i dSheScolldniSt S golite - an Inteirview 1n
khaki sherts or @ pants, he must look respectable. So he
borrowed a tie from someone and a shirt from someone else and
went looking &ll smart. When he came back, he was furious
with me — the man giving the interview was wearing khaki
shorts! Anyway he got the job and he came to Cape Town. He
worked in a government laboratory developing fish oil. A
guestion was then asked in Farliament, if they were employing
a communist to develope fish o©0il and after that he got the
sack. He was publishing the newspaper at the time and that
also added to his losing his job.

Whilst in Cape Town, Eddie decided he wanted to learn
linotyping as he was editing the ‘Umsebenzi’ and it would
help him with the presentation. I knew two sculptors, Eva and
Kornya Myerowitz, who had a Arts School at the time. Konya
taught Eddie limo—typing. The school building was later
demolished, Konya ran off with his secretary and the school
folded. Konya was then commissioned to do relief sculpture
for a room in the National Gallery. One of the murals was of
the Jews coming to Cape Town. There is a ship with dock
workers uwunloading. The name of the ship is the S
nsebcn = elone T that SwaslinveiRowi by eSS EantE fbutilonSStaSthe
struggle.

During the thirties there were mainly white Farty members.
Dne of the Black members was Albert Nzula. I don’'t know how
he camz into the Movement, but S Is de™ know Sthat he was an
excellent speaker. He had a "lot of charisma. One day as he
was giving a speech, 1 overheard someone in the audience say,
"Maar, die kaffir kan praat.”

Unfortunately he didn’t get on well with Bunting and others.
Bunting was a purist and Albert used to drink. He was more or
less isolated. He eventually went to Moscow where he died. It
e = Il e - = e o e el S fedle 2 SH g S Hnef Far ty St FiedStasge t
[T o el LTSt ey I o £ ) e el e Ln St g S A e e S ma g
have been a chance. Solly always used to say it was such a
pity that he didn't take more time to get to know him and
make him feel welcome. He left such a strong impression on us
that we named Albie after him.

There was very little real social contact between the black
and white members of the Farty. We only really saw black
members at meetings and sometimes they would come to a party.
We would never go to their houses, so it was very difficult
to get close to them. Eddie used to say he loved the Cape
because he eould sit on a bus with a black man. When he first
arrived in the thirties he could entertain all Farty members
in his house, but that fell away afterwards. And yet at Farty
mestings we were all equal. There was nowhere else in South
Africa even remotely like this. And we all shared the idea of
a South Africs where everybody would have squal rights and
people would be able to assosiate freely.



Nkosi was another leading blacl member of the Farty and
EBunting’'s election agent, who was later killed by the police

at an anti—pass meeting.

Tihel Eartyis D night  scheol, which Fan & very elemantary
academic program, attracted the most blacks. The school was
in Commisioner street, Ferrrierastown. Moses Kotane, who was
then a baker, and Johannes Nkosi were both products of the
school. They would come from working all day and had to study
at night. Moses taught himself to read and write through our
night school. There weren’t proper teachers, only Farty
members. I would bring text books and help where I could.
Sometimes we had to use lamps if we didn’t have light.

Later when I was working as a secretary for the Farty in Cape
Town, Moses Kotane would always introduce me by saying,

"She was my teacher at school and now I'm her boss."

I really got to know him when he was in Cape Town, at the
time he was the secretary of the Farty. EBefore that he came
out and stayed for a short while with Eddie Roux in the
Gardens. When any body came to the door, he would say,

"The boss is not in." Because it was illegal for him to stay
there. We would all chuckle about that.

We respected him very much. He started off humbly and
bed himself into a position of leadership. He was quite
ucratic in a way. Everything was neatly listed, so when

police  raided the place, they found everything
enatically filed.

leo met Jimmy Leguma when I moved down to Cape Town. We
friendly even though I wasn’'t a Capetonian. We used to
together. He was a very likable chap.

Molly and Douwg decided to try and develop Farty cells in the
970's, which were semi—illegal. Instead of having branches,
we were expected to create cells with one or two peopla as
contacts. I would have to go to End street and sell Farty
literature and try and make contact with the people there.
There was a compound in the location. The compound was in the
city, between the city and Dornfontein. They used to chase me
away and I didn't know why. I later found out that they had
an illegal brewing yard in the compound. As the police would
follow me to find out what a white women would want there in
the early evening, they were afraid of being found out and
fined.

Josey Falmer [Mpama] and I would also go to the African Crown
Mines to try amd make contacts. It was utterly ridiculous
el St wa s la DI e ght e deosie togo but not foir me to go
amongst black men. I couldn’t speak their language or
anything, I just went along. It was in the middle of winter
and we would go cut in the early morning. It was bitterly
cold and we only had one pair of gloves. So we would
alternate hands, Josey would wear the left and I the right
and then swop.

Lasar EBach, who was a big influence in the Farty leadership



in the earlie thirties later went to Durban to work amongst
the unionists there, he called himself "Nelson'. He was
interested in one of the woman Farty members in Johannesburg.
So Joe Shwartz would call her "Lady Hamilton".

I was virtually a full-time tvpist for the Farty. vet I never
ot avpenny for mye  work . This was only a _temporary measure
until they found someone else. I was then more involved in
the GWU than the Farty. thouagh I would still help out were
possible. Also when I moved down to Cape Town that was
further away. When the headguarters moved down to Cape Town,
I became the secretary there. By this stage we had become
members of the Farty as opposed to the VYCL. It  was an
automatic transition. The YCL didn’'t attract any new members
and became redundant and eventually fell away. Sarah Carneson
became the new typist. I became more of a free agent. 1 would
help out both trade unions and the Farty when 1 was needed.
It was my choice to loosen ties -~ I knew that Solly had alot
of cases. 1 was aleo working full-time to earn a living.

As Solly was the secretary of the GWU, I would assist them in
their legal work. I would L6 N take notes, do the
typing etc. The lawvers would charge for their services yebt 1
was doing all the work and Savinc them tons of money. 1 was
invalved in the GWU all the time I was in Johannesburcg, wuntil
I finmally moved to Cape Town in 1940.

el the Tramway Workers Union in Durban held a strike.
They asked Solly to send down some GWL workers to assist with
the strike. Molly Walton was supposed to o but she was 111
Lehe had a bad heart], € 1 went., There were three Garmentl
Workers from Germiston who travelled down to Durban. When we
arrived, there was no—one to meet  us., e el o P i e L e
address of a chemist who had moved down to  Durban so |1
contacted him.

=

We eventually contacted the Tramway Workers Union and the
Cimaont  official Claimed that the strike was oOver as a
settlement had s g reached and therefore he thought we
Wi e e it e ST el N S im e fek hare e e S stk liel wash thover, -
wasn' 't sure but I pretended e C ETiow . The Tramway Workers
Union then gave us two hundred pounds, struck a levy of two
shillings a weelk for as long as the strike lasted and we were
their gquests. We had banners and would picket. I told the
Qirls that we weren’'t there on _a holiday and that we must
always wear our banners where ever we o so as to publicise
the strike. We had a meeting at  the Red Square and as 1 am
not a speaker, I wouldn’'t do public addresses but on this
particular occasion, I qgot up and said,

"The Tramway Workers have got the quts to strike. You don't
have the quts to strike so  you must support them. The
depression is affecting everyone and the Tramworkers are
doing something about this, s qgive them vour support...'

I then looked up and  saw SOMEQHe I knew and dried wup. I
couldn 't think of another thing to say. Then we had a meeting
at the Typo Union and we qot some support from them. We were
made honorary members of the Tramway Workers Union. After
aboult a weelk we went back to Johannesburdg.




Three vears later. I went back to Durban and staved with Issy
Wolfson's relatives. He took me to a roadhouse owned by a
retired tramway worker. We met a chap there who started a
conversation about strikes.He said,

e he i done Bl hold Gpiwith stEibkes ) they don tidol any geod.
"Byt you  supported the Garment workers', Mr. Redmen, the
owner of the road house pointed out.

"Oh, but their conditions were terrible", he explained,'We
had to. They were working under shocking conditions."

Mr. Redmen asked, ;
Yhhatidicdivoel do2!

"Well, four girls came out and we paid for their expenses and
we gave them two hundred pounds and we struck up a levy etc."”
"They must have been very beautiful for you to have done all
that", Mr. Redmen said.

"Oh no, they were as ugly as sin."

MEauldn t control myself i was laughing so much. I had to
grcuse myself. After all, I was  the leader of the Garment
workers qroup. When I told the other girls they thought it
was a terrible story and were very insulted, but I thought it
was very funny.

In the same vear, 19322, there was a GWU strike in Bermiston.
I would wake up at four in the morning and go to the factory
dmnEenmisLenetEel 901 n the picket line. The police would be
there to ensure that we wouldn't harm  the scab workers. I
saldatoldhe 'police that I il B fwant telharn thelsaabs , Uil
just wanted to talk to them. I took the one scab worker
argund the corner and then 1 said to her,

et el B el sEa b, L Vet alre Aot aoing ! t0 wotk e

The factory bosses and the scabs would shout at me:

'Go _back to Russia .we don 't want vou here."
But I would be there all day and go back in the evening.

The strike then spread to  Johannesburg. in Commisioner and
Market stresl. The police there were relatives of t e
strikers so they told us how to link arms and ward them off,
which we did. A van containing scab workers tried to push its
way through the picketers to get intosthelifactary.,. Mihesan 1y
way of stopping this was by Ivetm el aewWn S nifrant ok T Van
wniic il e Slsteonl a chance, dhadmi it hinkBEheySdlEiin ne
over. They had to stop and drag me away from under the van.
This enabled the picketers to pull the scabs out and prevent
them from going to work. They then withdrew the police as
they said there was ‘insubordination’ in _the ranks. Folice
were then brought in from outside areas where they weren’ 't
related to the strikers.

After the 1972 GWU strike in  which Afrikaans girls had come
aljtinmaslipper ERetREa Ll vE and had goReEREel e i fon 1teeSalidy
was not very popular with the powers that be. When he got to
Southhampton, on trade union and other business, they wanted
ta deportihimn —back Bk SRe 6 In  an  attempt to stop the
deportation, I asked Weinstok 1o S Gl e e ) EolichBwitneColin
Steyn who was thern a judge president, of the Supreme Court of
the O0.F.85. He said to Weinstok,




"Tell the good lady I remember her well but in a few davs
time I am going against the government on the guestion of the
gold standard."

He had remembered me from the 1924 election campaign.

So I then went to Fretoria and asked Mr. Mavden who was the
Ehatmnaneen Sthe s T ndilctsial Eclimnickn ieE N Ehe 1 mals ey e
help. He and his wife took me to Fretoria to interview people
inmendemsto o get ssupport. 1 saw Bresler the secretary to
Eaimew .t mheoswas! |l Mindster of @ Justice. and. he said he wohld
intercede. 1 then saw Van Rensburg who was the Secretary of
Justice; later he became the head of the 0.B.. I couldn’t
understand why he kept talking to me about his family and
other trivial things. Eventually I got a word in edgeways and
said 1 wanted to see csee Te Water, who _was _ then South
Africa’'s ambassador to EBritain and then on a visit to
Fretoria, but by the time I managed to ask Van Rensbura. he
said,
"Ohi, you have missed him, he has just boarded the train to
Capse Town."
I was herefore deliberately Eept fram seeing Te Water. 1
him cables which e never eived. Eventually the
i lsfen [Trade Union Emmqrumn" s S el A i

While bLuving feature films, I didn't want
the GWi 500 I Wi ke . After retuwrning from
1l 7 2L sl tEsne el @iiiieE ae S S iireme s e
Lnue  Farty s But I also tried to make it
%ETf_CUTTiL¢LHL I had oo telephone, I gave a GBWU number,

50 that outside people could ol ac timer o s EvenElallly
f the garment workers Sl me in_ _the Communist Farty

and blew my cover so [ had to close down. Even though

“airty was still legal, there was alwave a possibility of

being banned. [ had hoped to build up the duplicating office

in_case they were banned.

Herman Charles  Hosman lived 3518 the & AT E building S5 MY
p B
{

EliEaEer B S ElE s f e e ol R m e N T i e Wam e Lt et bl
friend or his enemy. He and & group of friends brought out a

periodical which they used (i) blackmail people. They would

exhort money from people by saving.

“If vyou don’t give us money we will publish ¥ about vou."
During the 1932 GWU strike. Bosman came to Solly and said,
"Look here Sachs, I have been given 25 pounds to publish this

article against vou, Shn; YOu  give me S0 pounds 1 em

BiEuhd s, Y
i el M Eel e ot el s o hesplblbicheds ihel aEEic e

claimed that Solly Sachs gets the girls that go on strike to

act as prostitutes and streetwalkers etc. One of the sl ething

factory owners circulated the article amongst his workers. He

el messEh sk thelankicl el was true  and therefore they must
have nothing further to do with the trade uwnion. As the

apticlel was printed ati] eEe and white’ , the warkers

believed him. Solly took the owner to court to claim Clamanes .

When asked if e believed the allegations were trues, the

Lor ¥

factory owner replied that he did. He was firmed 25 pounds and

had to pay guite a lot of money in damages. Afterwards Bosman




went to Solly and said,

Hlherais imy. cilat?"

Solly asked, "What do vou mean?"

U= etep. hadn’ 't published that article,you wouldn ' t have
made that money!"

Sollit thew him out.

After the printing office was closed i found a job at the
Commercial Frinting Works, which was owned by Weinstok. I was
meant to do office work, but I was put in the office and had
to do all the menial tasks such as taking out staples etc.
The foreman, Mostert, was the editor of the ‘Forward’', the

Labour Farty newspaper and I was asked to be proof-reader and
sub—editor. He then told me I shpidide §5anEthe Slivoe S linilomn.

which I did. We as ‘workshop | floor workers cetlld. only Jjain
the union as a ‘third grade’ [unskilled] worker. This meant

that we weren’'t expected to attend meetings or really

partake in the uniong whilst ifiret and ‘second’ grade

workers would be fined for not attending meetings. It worked
on a ‘chapel’ system, with & father of the chapel etc. It

certainly wasn’'t a democratic organisation. The Typo Union

was aristocratic with the ‘third qgrade’ workers only having a

third of a vote. Mostert told me there was a meseting on such

and such a day and that I must attend. He also expected me to

EehpmEsbask stelhimne ol Ssaid,

SR m s e e il e Bl am. L at . ol beckiand callld Dol voul
really think I'm going to be a stoolpigeon for vou? You must

e mistaken.'

e imemay hyoic tdSviein jiein  theluniens! he ashked.

"Because I wanted to help them."

I did however attended the mesting, which was unheard of for

an unskilled labowrsr. They actually didn't want me there.

The others in the office thought il was trving to take their

Jobs away, thus they made me do all the menial tasks thinking

they wotld get i of ME . Other office workers were also

menbers of the union e they never attended meetings or

anything.

Meanwhile after his deportation was averted, Soclly weni on

from New Hampshire to Germany and the Soviet Union: where he

got films. Benny and Solly had formed a company., where Solly

got the films, Benny provided the money and I had see that

they were shown. They were some of the classics of early

Soviet cinema such as Battleship Fotemkin by Eisenstein and

Eamth by BFldeviimns whichiwere Fegarded iasia new artiof 'a new

EviiiNEaE en.  Se v also i hEeught  Madchen TR ern i Een

Germany

Uneslsa NvBsetienediwitth thel fillmsy I had to find a venue in

Cape Town to show them. There was competition from the

African Theatres, the main Cape Town cinema company. But I

was friendly with Meverowitz, who  then ran _an art college.

The father of one of the student’' s was on the censor—board.

As the films had to be censored, this man was able to pass

Ehensattichlv Sl nwanted tol shaw e flllmsslnEEhelEBhity Bl

and therefore had to get it wired for sound. At the time the

Flaza was being built in  Sea-Foint. Meverowitz was doing the

decor. The opening of the Flaza was planned for the same time
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that our films were due to be screened. Meyerowitz therefore
s lsiediahels completion . «of Eha s B aeat s Eo T that s it S wasn  t
finished in time, and there was an  audience for our film
show. There were three performances of A S b b R P e el e,
which Admiral Evans of the Broke went to every performance.
Hihes il ms thadllcaptions. Even though " I had done all the work
getting the films  shown, ol af 1 needsad MONey e living
exipencsesRl IS naditte fight far v dt. I obviously wasn’'t paid for
my work .

In the early thirties, Issy Diamond, a barber., led a protest
of black and white workers to the Rand Club in the Carlton
Hotel in Johannesburg. They marched in  and ate whatever was
on the table. He was arrested, chargaed and put in jail.s His
wife, Irma, was working for people who said her husband was
being used by the Communist Farty. SepsheNNeEn t Tt thea Tcourt
steps and shouted about how her husband was in jail and the
Communist Farty was doing nothing. I went up to her and told
her she could say  whalt  she likes about individuals in the
Farty but she can’'t blame the Farty as a whole. We started
having an_argument and I rushed at her and said,

"Shut vour dirty mouth," and slapped her across the face. She
it me to the ground as she was a hefty woman. I was pregnant

at the time and Fied a miscarriage as  result of the fall.
Thankfully there were no reporters atl the sleps o 1t was
meEver  reported. After that il Fead CEotip T essSno LUt My

[T e N T e

Tt was unheard of in i dave  to  have a black and white
couple. And here he  was leading both  the black and white
vunemploved against the status guo. He was  really guite a
character.

While Issy was serving his sentence Irma went to him the one

day and said,

"Tegev, 1 dreamt that vou slept with Winnie Roux. If I ever
aiream that again you had better watch out!"

"Irma, believe me, 1 have been faithful to vou, I haven' 't
looked at another women, all my time in prison,” he replied.
While lssy was in jail she Fead nowhere to stay so lssy saldd
she should cone and stay with me. She was reluctant. We found
her a room_and then one night she came banging on our door.
She _had seen _a bug in her room and refused to stay there and
a0 she moved back in WAt e Aflter Issy got out of jail,
Solly and I became boarders in their house, until we got our

owr_place.

One day we went out to Fotchestroom for a political meeting
in the township there. The people wanted Irma to make a
speech. She stood there saying in German,

"What must I say? What am I supposed (hmli S g ik and Issy
translated it into a marvellous speech.

During 1974 the Garment Workers Union would hold a monthly
fund raising dance where 1 would waltress, but wasn 't paid.
The dance was for the local garment workers. Syrian chaps,
who were in Johannesburg at the time , usually came to the
dance in order to pick a Tis{a e They would ask a girl to




darnce and if she refused, they would piaekeast ightewithaher
boyfriend. One night they were attempting to molest a girl
who refused to dance with them. Feople were shouting at them
and they enguired who was going to stop them. I stepped
forward and said T would, evern though 1 was pregnant with
Albie at the time. One chap came forward and was going to hit
me as 1 stood in between the girl and him. Toweel, the famous
bower, then stepped in and said,

"We don’t hit pregnant women.'

Either the sight of the boxer or the fact that I was pregnant
stopped them.

In January 1935, Albie was born. As I was never a conformist,
I didn 't wear a ring throughout my marriage with Solly, not
even while 1 was pregnant. Some people would look at me
askance, an assumedly unmarried pregnant women but I never
cared.

Whilst Solly moved down to Cape Town to orchestrate a GWU
Wa=e. i egEs. Sl ewentd wWwithy Albie to Durban. Albie was only
seven months old at the time. After waiting for the winds and
seas to die down, we took a ship down from Durban to Cape
Town. Solly met us at the docks. His first guestion was,
"Where is Albis?"

His second guestion was.,

"How soon can youw leave Albie at  the house I°'ve rented in
Mowbray and come to Cape Town to work?"

Soll thacetal ] eavenaiibh e NEEh A nannyvaesin SMawb s aysand Soe Ste
Cape Town e Bwe ks Thaere was a case against the local
clothing union at the time. The Transvaal GWU wanted to force
the Cape  Union Twhich was separate] =G have a proper
pEns il ens s o lily s amnel the Transvaal LM Lo felt the Cape
& Nie e s denperabically (orneffectivelvi. skarey

i

LU LGN W
SHEEnELE L P Nasnthesuniles leotmsel andilpinatans . thessani g |
EhiEnkaa sl hacd to $Ge tel leairt Severyaedayveand btake  Ehe lcoust
woceedings, which I woilld then tvpemeol e albheEnl chtl Lhits
served as a reference for the GWU, ready to be used the next

One Saturday night I wWas  up the wheletnight  typing s owini st

Solly and his friends staved LU playing poker . m the
morning,  the woman who was looking after Albie arrived and
remarked to me,

Uhatbemist be a very interesting game for them to begin
playving so early."

Even though I was working, 1 It asked them a guestion they
would get annoved Al my. interrupting their game. When
judgment was given, it was against the Transvaal Union. Their
attenptita Impreves the s Cape Union s eonditions had failed.
Sam kKahn was the attorney.

Whern Albie was about one vear old, he got rickets. The woman
who was loogking after him had tied him to his pram. As he was
a docile child and was never any trouble, she took advantage
of s the Wisi Bnatian and kept him tied in his pram. Albis
therefore never crawled about and developed rickelts from lack
of movemnent. As I wWas wWorking all dayv, Jiwas aunablesto dleolk
after him properly. After he developed rickets, I asked Solly




if I could stay home to look after him properly. He replied,
"You have the welfare of thousands of Garment Workers at
stake, and vou are worried about one bhaby."

Yet even though the case was over 1 wasn’'t allowed to stay at
home. If they needed funds, they would hire me out to legal
firms as a short—-hand typist, relieving people.

After six months, we moved back to Johannesburg. As Solly’'s
headguarters for the GWU was in  Johannesburg, he would have
to spend most of his time up there. In Johannesburg, I would
help with the GWU's tvping but in Cape Town, I1°'d help all the
unions. I did the magazine for the Food and Canning Workers
Union. Ray Alexander used tepncomey croundl Tt ithe bungalow
where T stayed or I would go in  to type at their offices in
town. I would do stencils for the magazine. I had to make a
dummy which meant laving out each page by hand. As there was
no fancy equipment it was a slow and laborious task. 1 would
only type, not write any articles.

When 1 wWas pregnant with Johnny, there was a Clothing
Worker's  strike on. Dora Alexander, Ray' ' s sister, Was
arrested for pickelting. I @ignit picket Dt helped in the
EifiE e WG S BE e arital Swoirlk e Soll Lyl sentst nrecls Garment
workers from Johannesburg to assist with the strike. As they

needed to collect funds., they wan ted BEill fAndrews to be the

treasuwrer. He said he  would only be treasurer if T would

handle the money. He would only have his name involved 11 1

gicl the work. So even though i was pregnant, I had to stay

Gk ey wiidn st ist the treasurer  of thenliocal@iindean as

they weren’ 't sure he would distribute the funds eguitably. So

I becamg the treasuwrer on top of evervithing.

During this time there was a Food and Canning Workers strike

in Faarl. Every weelk while the strike lasted, the strikers

got paid out by the strikers fund. One weelk they didn’'t have

a driver or a car_and they needed to get the money from Capes

Town to Faarl. The strikers were all waiting at the end of

the week for their pay. There was a fellow whom [ knew from

Johannesburg and I asked him if he knew how to drive. He said

e had a licence so we borrowed a car and left. He drove all

the way from Cape Town to Faarl in second gear! What should

have taken less than an hetreitobkitls TEhreeall hotlEse The

strikers were furious and I shan’'t like to think what it did

Ene thelcany

The next time we came down to Cape Town I staved at Cissy

Gool 's bungalow on Glen Beach. Cissy was the daughter of

Abdurabhman. If he had been a white man, he could have been a

mavor or a member of Farliament. He was a Frovincial

Counsellor and very well known and respected. His wife was

SEEIs s A

Cissy married A.H. Gool who head been educated at Guyus

Hospital in London. He was a very erudite man. They would

entertain the lawvers and professors in Cape Town. As soorn as

times became difficult because of fBpartheid, people dropped

them. He would have his  salon irn one room and Cissy would

have hers i the other and they would 2ach have their
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followerse. I would go there and move from one to the other. I
EEintroditced  through Eddies At that time I was staving at
Edith Richmond., Bregoire’'s first girlfriend.

On my first meeting, I phoned Cissy at her bungalow at Glen
EBeach, but she was busy so  Dr. Gool was delegated to
entertain us. I was terrified of him and so was Edith as he
had a reputation of being a lady killer. Any rate, we went
along there but Edith and I were too frightened to go into
the bungalow. So we went away! Later we laughed about it once
we became good friends.

Cissy herself was a great personality, one of the best public

speakers ST Cape Town, with a striking presece and &

passionate form of oratory. Bl L et e o3 (g A A 0 L e B K 5 ) e 1

vears. Years aftrerwards I used to play bridge with Dr. Gool,

and still get occasional news of his children.

Solly went back to Johannesburq LA hecause I loved Cape

Town so much, I staved on at the bungalow for three months.

One November, the weather was particularly bad and no-ons

world come and stay with me until the weather improved. Then

my mother and sister came down, my mother staved in Cape Town

at a boarding house as she was very religious and needed her

peace and guist, also so that there would be more space atb

the bungalow for the crowd who would come visit., among them

was Ray Alexandsr.

One of the  men firom the  crowd who often Came  Wasg  a

representatives from the 'Arab—-Russian 0il Company’ . He had &

car. One day as we were walking along Glen Beach, this chap

said he had a proposition bo malke he  would teach Harry

SN el eSS R s e A I wott it e ach. him Lo English.

Harry said.,
N O e SAY this sentence after me I e = = e i A =L

Engltshangssvoudon have e teach mes howsto dirive ...~ My

nostriles are assailecd by = e e o odour of a gangrens

The Russian repeated the sentence  successfully. The next

evening there was a party, organised by the ‘Friends of

Soviet Union’ fund raisers, to which this representative was

invited. He ended up, however, at the wrong party. So he paid

his two shillings, went in _and realising his mistake, said,
"My nostrils are assailed by the carrion odour of a gangrene

society.," and walked out.

When my family lefty 1 hel ped them carry all their heavy

parcels to the station. Frofessor Zwarenstein, the originator

of the 'frog—test’ [the fiitet “srdientific pregnancy test]l,

came  with us to the station. Once they 'd left Fe

congratulated me as I was  pregnant. All the heavy carrying

meant that T was liable to have a miscarriage, so the doctor

salid I must stay in bed . Sally., Harry’' sister came to look

after Albie as I couldn’'t get out of bed.

I then got a summons from Johannesburg saying that the

furniture from our flat was to be sold to pay for the rent.




We would normally store our furniture and the caretaker would
rentethemtlat for s, This particular time, I was prevailed
LUpon ) leave my furniture so that they could remnt a
furnished flat and I wouldn 't have the bother of having to
eV LD The flat was rented, vet the caretaker
disappeared and the remnt didn't get paid. Solly wanted me to
come back and fight the case, bitt I couldn’ ' t. We eventually
reached a settlement but only got back half our furniture.

Snlly came down to Cape  Town fomesas Surthers six menths aan
19%7&.  When we were leaving fronssEape. Shown & toul go seta
Johannesburg by train, I was late. Abe Snitcher, Harry’'s
brother drove me to the station. When we finally got to the
station, Ellie Weinberg - Ray Alexander’'s first husband -
grabbed Albie and gave him to Solly. I was about eight months
pregnant but managed to run after the train and get on the
last carriage. I reached Solly just in  time as he was about
to get off at Belville station as  he thought I'd missed the
train. Even though he had Albie, he had lost Albie’'s mother!
When 1 got to  Johannesburg i had trouble findingea muEsing
home as I hadn’'t booked. Johnny was born in Johannesburg.

Ttawas sacdifiicult period folr me. Solly . was danvoelved with
Dulcie at the time and she told Solly that if Johnny was his
ich he was, then he had been unfaithful to her.

i only visit me with Dulcie, never alone. I went

e
back to Cape Town.
Dulcie left her husband, a railway clerk, some time before.
and ome day attacked him in Dulcie’s

He was angry with Solly, y
flat so severly that Solly had to go to hospital. Albie saw
him and told me,

"Daddy has got a hole in his head."”

Now it was Soplly's turn to be angry. He was fond of
litigation and institued proceedings for assault. The whole
world tried to stop Solly, but he wouldnn' t listen.
Eventually I spoke to Eill Andrews who agreed the action was

ill—advised. When I told Solly, he immediately went to see
Hill., and after that he dropped the case. EBill was the only
person he wouwld listen to.

Now it was Bill's turn to be angry. He was cross with me for
betraving his confidence, and refused to speak to me for
several vears.

Albie used to look after Johnny and would potty him at night.

If in the morning the bed was dry, I would give each of them

a chocolate croguet. I never had any problem with Johnny as

Albie would always look after him. One night Albie called me

and I never heard him. He aqot very cross and took the whole

box of croguettes and divided them between Johnny and

himself. They ate them all at once. After that they both

developed jaundice.

When Albie was at the inquisitive age of fTElE o five. e

discovered the origin of man! He said to me,
Uhsknewsthzb 18 Sane aeut . af YO tummy. and vou came out of

vour mothers tummy. But where did the first person come from?

1 think they came from a monkey. The monkey lost its tail and




that's where the first person came from.! (Evolution at the
age of four). He also reasoned that God must live under the
earth. tEar, Mf He liaived an the sky, when the clouds bumped,
He would fall down with the rain. Also God needed to be under
the earth in order to push up the trees and flowers.

Albie was brought up in a non—religious household. He never
had a bris and when told he could have a barmitzvah if he
wanted, he refused because he did not want to do something he
didn’'t believe in. At school he never followed any religion.
1t must have affected Albie and Johnny as they mixed mainly
with Jewish children, though they never said anything.

With the outbreak of the Second World War, there were German

Jewish refuges who came out from Germany to South Africa.
They were not all a VErY pleasant BDUmE . They could

understand Hitler 's discrimination of the Folish Jews who

were foreigners’ . but could not understand why they, as

integrated Germans, showld be persecuted. Those TRNSEIEE
Bfrica knew about the concentration camps  az these Jews had
escaped from Germany. A very cloze friend of mine was married
to a Jewish man. Her sister was married to an important Nazi.

They managsd Lo  escape from Germany through her sister
threatening to divorce her husband if he didn’'t get them out.

When Albie was five vears old el dectar s anaiiivnuse stop
moving up and down and decide where 1 wanted to settle. As 1
had left Solly by this time,. I decided to stay in Cape Town.

Iirented & blingalow oo Clifton first beach.

Eddie Roux had a bungalow on first beach. My friend, Jenny,
would go along there on weskends. Eddie' s wife, Winnifried,

was s used () budgeting that even the week's food was

rationed. They had very little money and lived very sparsely.

They would have so  many potatoss, 0 many eqos etc. Jenny
wasn 't used to this and so she got so fed up the one day that

she cocked the whole weeks rations in one meal! But they

FeE vawe rel ot Eddiies acttia Ul dli edibef mall mudisd £ on:.

AR S

At one stage I was staving on fourth beach. The bungalow had

an outside room which was my bedroom. Albie had a habit of

EEeMIngwin firsththingyin the D mocpnings I had to keep it open

s that Albie could come in_ when he woke. On one Occasion,

Solly spent the night. He was in the one bed and I was in_ the

othercoWhen Albie came to the door, Solly put his head under

the blankets. Albie calmly remarked,

"Hello daddy."

"How did he know it was me?" Solly asked.

"Well if he came in _and saw there was someone in the bed, he
must have assumed it was you," 1 said.

I had to be very careful af there was someone else there -

they had to leave very early in the morning and 1 would hope

thabwa it iel cditdaeticome diEing ‘Ehefnight!

While 1 was staving on second beach, I went on holiday with

Jean and Hymie Bernardt. Alec Bell, the actar. looked after

fAlbie and Johnny while I WaS awWay . They adored him, but he

got on bad terms with the landlady. She stayed in _a room on
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the premisss  and obiected EE L e R EE L E o TimL b

underpants. He would do the housework not in bathing trunks,

but in his long, clumsy underpants.

With the outbreak Gt Wal Ehecs wereltslogans. oWl chlsa1cl

"Don 't talk about ships or shipping”, as they were afraid the

enemy would find out the Allies’ movements. But, all vou had

to do was sit on the e(E)E) - m the bus and you could see the

ships and the convoys coming in. There were a lot of troops

going to Australia and the Far East. There were alsc a lot of

Liberty ships coming from America. Many survivors would come

to Cape Town to recuperate.

During the war vears I had difficulty finding a bungalow. The

peaple from the Belgian Congo couldn 't go to Europe for their

4

holbidayves s they came to Cape Town. Ereviously T weuld pay 12

pounds a month for a bungalow and now th;y shekausiiEoRas

pounds. All I could afford was a room.

being LN aEEEstippoEierl Bl he
papiiliaEE i ne @B E ORI e G

bungalow. sometims
S

o e 2 I R 0 e i

people, must go to the tea-poom on fud
0 3

e mae LD

on the mountain =

i
bungalow and spra
1

I IS S scoul el 1 ) =
The marrisd women had to fote cCoor
the vnmarried women could have a LhﬂHLt with

TLETS .

During the war there ws £ DEEEEmE. aur e Eaas g eV IRIE Sl

Relief Fund’' .Ouma  Smuts matron of

Je produced programmes EE rnt, which we

the normal rate and which we would then =ell.

WE listed all the progressive organisations, as

no other way of making ourselves known.

& weel later there was a  convoy and we had no literature. We

were desperate as we used to send people to the docks to sell

literature and the Farty newspaper. 11 we had were a few

programmes left over from the pageant. I gave the programmnes

to a yvoungster and told him to go and give the programmes

away. As the pageant had already taken platesiwe. ceLldn

safdithen L Ehoughtlat 1east people could read cur names on

Eigelaae ks

Sres EYiEEEt. AREL S

Yot
I
i
[N

e gave later T was &

aldier,” Nermean® Hing, came = alangl.

a programme from and he told me he saw a VLry quLF W T
15

Pineg a Youhlgh boy 'mot ta sell the birog
e pDelbce asttEr i m. L A ml e hmme Lhe 1 matelwomant T wWan
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He was an _artist so I introduced him to Gregoire Boonraaier
arnd he helped do posters for the various left—-wing
grganisations running at the time, such as ‘The Friends of
the Soviet Union’'. He attended a meeting at the Feople’'s Club
and later told me that as people came late and left sarly, he
had felt very much at home. One day he asked me to send a
parcel to his wife, kKathleen, in England which I did. He gave
me money to buy dried fruit and tinned food., whatever I could
get as there was a food shortage in England at the time. In
those days we used to tell our children to eat up all their
food: "Remeber the poor starving children of Europe ." I then
sent parcels regularly to Kathleen and we became very great
friends. When I went over to England in 1954, I staved with
them for two weeks at Kings Cross.

Gregoire Boonzaaier was very voung and naive when I first met
i mi. Edith and it introduced himesto Sthes Bepls. He was
sympathetic to Gur cause He would do posters SR (I

campaigns and mestings. the days when he still had
tfmuble * his

! l

I

i

fiIE
u

2

=

he would hang them in my

1]
b
1
ot
(e
"
1
ifl o

without a Gregoire i e el LS e WHEE e S e e IS i O
mads his living by selling drawings of Faul Eruger.
He would pack his paintings in s W EAlE R AN Sk Eyas HE S B e S A e

sehenllnmiReipals TR othe Elattel and el ahity e e aW S
womcder Tul story—teller, ard Wil alwavs enthrall the
children, who never kEnew ik he was joking or telling the
R e R e R e Wa S L MAEE L e to Norman Edwards. he would

o Hermanus. M Saa e L h e E e e
vy he sent me a card saving that my
E MG RE s E R b EN e

come with us on holidays ¢
with Gregoire. The other da
and his assgciation goes bs

fh
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In 19368, Pauline Fodbrey., who was married to H.A. Naidoo, and
I werse electioneering for Sam  Kahn. We went to one man who
EElc s S he Soliednit Il bl Dilews. 6F ‘koolies’ and Sam was a Jew
with a ‘koolie name. Here was Fauline, who was a Jew and
married to a ‘koolie’. We  both managed to keep a straight
face, and even got his vote!

In the same year, Bill Andrews decided to record his memoirs
so I would go across to him and write down nis dictation in. a
note bopk. Eventually I had a whole notebook full of writing.
I stayed on in Cape Town to do this. We: Johnny.Albie and 1.
were staving at Cissy Gool ‘s place in Vredehoek. DiEing Ehis
e mel T had i tasaor tos  ho=spital L and whenol EeEdEneci el R
find the notebook, in fact I never found it. 1 suppose had I
Just asked for it instead of matlnq such a fuss, I would have
RenRED e e ha g cen. most obably had scribbled in it and
were afraid to tell me. After that, Bill refused to start
EUEEU RIS TSNS e i A BN B SR e

Bill would always say,

"Feople always say that they are too busy, but if you really
want something done, you must ask & busy person because they
are the ones who will find the time to do it."

He wasn't a family man, he was always to busy with politics.
I suppose neglecting family life was quite a common trait
amongst the trade unionists at the time.



Inhe loEces G wentcer upac ot Clanwilldamy it | recoveral from San
operation. My cousin had a hotel in Clanwilliam so the barman
came down to Cape Town to fetch me. On the way back, he told
me my cousin wouldn 't be there as he was at a meeting, so
teilisn s e Bgef twidkhiehim to histgdrl firdendSsebint haay
party in Lambert’s bay. I was keen, so we went. We arrived,
it was all in darkness. When they heard the car, all these
lights appeared and the party started. They gave me witblit=z
and then hot soup. I had never had any alcohol before. I
twisted my ankle and had to be carried back to the hotel. The
next morning I was sure 1 was dying I had such a bad
hang—over.

Whilst I was in Clanwilliam I met a woman who was on her way
to visit the mission station at Wuppertal, to survey the
clinic and see that it was up to government standards. She
asked if I wanted to accompany her, which I did.

The daughter of the original missionary, who was married to a
Germari, ran the station. They had a tannery and a school
there. The school, all coloured children, were boarders. They
would get up at four in the morning and do farm tasks before

=ses. When we arrived we went to the school where the
classes were disrupted so hat it Rieflchiildsen coltld s nog SHias
us, the visitors. Afterwards we went for lunch in a huge
hatl. At one end of the hall there was a refectory table and
abEvEllt enetheswalll  owas i da Spicbure  sofuHl tlier . Hihel tannery

manager was a gauleiter, a nazi. He refused to sit down with
a Jdew, sc he never ate lunch. I paid my half-crown and ate
trving to ignore the picture on the wall.

When I returned I wrote a letter to a friend in Johannesburg,
Eurford, relating what had happened. Burford had a newsletter
SHEm el el e H i e ne e h e R s libd s hedBSnySlie t ter  BWword Sion
word. Many years later Norman Edwards and Gregoire Boonzaire
went on a trip te Wuppertal because it is a very beautiful
place. They were told by the inhabitants:

ck. we don’t like having visitors here because they calse

a lot of trouble. We had one  wWoman who was an emissary of

Cissy Gogl and she came and wrote a lot of lies about us. 50

we don't like strangers here, Bl Ever dne e ] Vi e hue ™ Silihe

‘woman ' happened to be Norman's ex—wife.

fihemeRwas atcllightiheoadilshoatages Mn  Southipfrica ldiningstine

war so food such as butter. eqgs ., meat were rationed. If one

had an account then there wasn't a problem, but if one went
with cash to the bazaars, PENEwas g i ennliE.s T Ehad i a T weelk iy

sRdeEAtar folEpolnds aof T tima, a dozen eggs, and a pound of

butter, while I got a pound of butter from another shop. Meat

was very scarce. The fish was delivered to the house. I would

have to order fish in order o et butter and egges as the

fish shop would supply them all together.

Hlbie and Johnny  were i a residential kindergarten until

EhievaneRe told. eneuah tol gelttos heoardingisehoels There was

German refugee who was gualified as a nursery school teachet

and who ran the kindergarten. Whisn there were threats that

=8



there might be Japanese or German torpedo attacks at the
Cape, she moved her school to Klapmuts, near Faarl. I was
abhlefteigetealibie into. 5.6.0.5 as a boarder -but there was no
place for Johnny so he went to kKlapmuts.

While Johnny was at Klapmuts, I had alot of trouble with him.
When he first started there, it was the ‘best school in the
fmie ke lnithe: fiest & tei-m; although he wasn’'t Afrikaans, he
came first. The school was part of the Faarl Boy’'s High
Juniemisectioni. fter that he  started  causing trouble. He
would play truant and get theetherm TehildEren 't 901n him:
instead of taking the school bus they 'd take taxis - he did
just about everyvthing he could to get expelled. As he was
such a bad influence, 1 was asked to take him away. So I said

e min
"Johnny, what is the matter?"

And he said the boys had ashked him if he was: "A German or a
bloody Jew?™" He answered,

"I am _a person and yvou are Nazis."

Even though he was only  sisu, he was tormented by the other
children and refused to go to school. I eventually got him
IntteR SR AL TS anrsseauheliwas Table o leave the schools

The children were week—-boarders and I zaw _them on weskends.
They would go to their father in Johannesburg for their long
helidays.slewas still working Hiaie the Party at the time.
fAlbie was the dreamer. When he used to go back to boarding
seheelliiised tatollonw hint S eand thes hus, Switheout o hin Enowing.
I wanted him to be independent but I was afraid he would miss

Johnny was the more boisterous one. At one time they were
having an election and we printed pamphlets and manifestoes.
dohnny went along and surreptitiously EE B O e AR Es PR R
RH=EG: e R EN e e SR B DS ORI RO LR A Bl e s e e s M Wina e m e
wanted +ta do.with it. He said the boys at school were having

cussion about the election and he wanted to show them

pamphlet.

the

fAlbie was about seven when he came home from school cne day.
having completed his first ‘legal’ CaAsSE. One boy had been
accused of stealing. Albie wasn’'t convinced that the boy was
guilty. So he asked him some guestions and proved that he was
innocent. The boy gave him some chewing gum, his first legal
fes.

When Johnny was about twelve, he was in hospital with
rheumatic fever. As a child he spent more time in hospital
i ESeT =S eI E N Wa il d i ae R Eolvias 1t himeand bring him COMIES
and the newspaper. He would then tell me the newspaper said
this anditheldocetor said that and I dicagreed — he would
discuss the events with the doctor. When I came to visit, the
doctor would look at me all strangely. wonderinag what sort of
mother [ was. Then Johnny told the nurses to go on strike. He
reasoned that the nurses did all the work, and the doctors
got better wages. Albie an the other hand would never do
anything like that. Albie was gquite apolitical. He would hold




hie own views but he wouldn 't argue about it.

Eill Andrews would say,

o EEet thrvErand s pndoetrinate ' 'voulr children, 1 they ask
questions, that's fine, but don’'t force the issue else they
will go the other way."

And so 1 never forced political issues. But it was inevitable
e F P e L e YRR | leave its mark, AS the issues were being
discussed in_the house. My friends used to play General
Knowledge at the house and Albie used join_  in. One day he

said,
"Come on_mom, even vou  should know tia el But I usually
wouldn't play, they were too 'high—-brow’ for me.

Inaledq ] Saivarced S iSnl 1y, Solly didn‘t want me to aet &
divorce but it was over so il felt that was best. My family
accepted the idea without too much fuss, being the oldest
they simply had_to accept my decision. Solly later married
Dulcie, who was in the trade union.

A vear later, I married Norman Edwards . We got married in _a
court with a special licence as I never put banns up so that
people could have the opportunity to object to the marriage.
This time there were both witnesses and a wedding ring. Theo
Snitcher was in court at the time , as an_attorney. He tried
Mis best to disswacde me from  marrying  Norman becauses e
thought he wasn't good enouwgh for me. When I said I was qoing
Lo marry him, he sadid e wouwld be & witness. Norman later
was ko marry Theo's sister, Sally.

Norman was a marine in the Roval navy. 1 met him in Cape Town
in hetween VOYaqges. ALt hough he was not a member of the
Farty, our political views were similar. He wasg a musician in
the navy and then later playvecd e french horn in the Cape
Town Orchestra. [Norman s mother was & house servant and his

father was a gardener, so the only way he could learn to play

music was by doining the navyl. Once he had finished his navy

service, he wanted to settle in Cape Town as he was tired of

travelling around.

Johnny asked

"Why did you qget married?"

And I said: "To get you out of Boarding school."
He said, "Boarding school wasn’'t that bad!".

Albie said, "I don’'t want another father.'
W o Gt P oronose o TRaives vall L vanatere fathar, U ot te ] domdm,

"It's just better to say that that is my step—-father than

that is the man my mother is living with."

S0 he said,

LOIEneva 1 syadicy il .

Then Johnny said,

"lts all right to get married, but vou're not to have any

el ey B
I did become pregnant and as both Norman and 1 didn’'t want

more children, I had an abiortion. 15 those days if yvouw had

the money and medical connections, IR A S T e e S e e et AN e

to get an abortion, even thowgh it was illegal. You would be




suprised at the number of prominant people who had abortions,
though it was very hush-—-hush.

My family were not happy with my marrying a non—-Jew. My
mother reasoned that the woret Jew was better than the best

non—Jew.

&t the time I was working for KRichard Meyer. He had brought
out Rabbi Sherman from America to start the reformed shul.
They had a public meeting in the City Hall to inaugurate the
new reformed synogoue. The rabbi gave a speech  which he
seemed to be addressing only me as if to convince me of what
he was savying, but I remained a-religious although I was very
impressed by him. He told them racial seqgregation had no
place in the reformed shul. There was guite an argument about
it as they caid they must conform to the laws, vet he was
adamant that it was wrong. After that I worked for a
pathologist.

As a child, Albie wasn' 't politically minded, at least as far
as one could see. He only became interested when the new
Nationalist government tried “Eia) fioEEcNE SO to resign. In
1948, the government had tiried to expel Solly, but he was
very popular amongst the workers  and he had kept within the
rules. He had improved their conditions and the union worked
for him. A&t the time the Nationalists couldn’'t get a foothold
ine the umna ons Even whan Senl N wasn 't there, they tried to
oust Johanna Cornelius and Arina  Scheepers, but weren't able
temitiheyvabadia, firm position in the union leadership. After
19248, the government were able to ban him from trade unions.

Sollyv, who over the vears had been involved in many court
cazgs, went himself to  the Appeal Court in Bloemfontein to
upset the banning order. Albie went to Bloemfontein as his
‘Junior’ and it was at this stage that he became politically

active. When he retuwned, he joined the ‘Defiance Campaign’
at _the age of 17.

Johnny's 111 health made Aekl . sl © o him to become
=

seriously politically involved at that stage.

When the Nationalist Farty came to power in 1948, we didn 't

liketitrat all.. Yet we never realised the extent of the

change.

With the Suppression of Communism Act of 1930 and the banning

of the Communist Farty, I stopped working for them. The Farty

members resigned after the party was banned. I didn't resign

as I wasn't in Cape Town at the time. They Ehought sby

resigning they could avoid police harassment. This wasn't the

case as the police got & =t et those who resigned. As I

didn’'t resign., my name nhever made the list. So, theoretically

I am still a member.

Some of those on the list were detained whilst others lost

their jobs. Both the Suppression of Communism Act and the

Group Areas Act  had ramifications which nobody realised at

the time. We said Ehel hann linaee o fstne Eennianid st Ear by ol Ul

create results which would affect everybody, but many people

3



never thought so and said,

il Dntes just the EEamEnE e ranbeti sl ] Bko el t e L eolnd S Rnainy
trade unionists that they would also be affected. We tried to
protest against these laws e tiEtn pamphlets and letters to
the press, but once we were illegal, there wasn ' t muoch we
could e Frotests couldn’'t el aneRiapen ] Vi emnill vl R e e
other organisations.

After the Farly was banned, I did odd jobs and then went to
work for Fotash Jewellers for a few weeks and ended up
staying there for 13 vyvears. i did the general office woirlk,
bilt mety Dingi.

There was a newspaper  which  supported the Farty. Originally
called the BEMland am . it was edited by Betty Radglife
[Sacks] from Cape Town. Evern though the government clamped
down on the Farty after 1948, and banned the 'Guardian’', the
paper still came out every week, under various new namss.,
with dilfferent editers such as Hrian Buntimg, Fred Carne |

21

ann thlem sl m e Buma. o Bovan Mbeki sworkede for it in Fort
Elizabeth, Il Maiker in Duirban, S L N i et in

Lmunnnewhnrq, The government wowld shut it down and they d
start a '‘new’ paper. The government would then shut that down
and thev'd re—open. 1 was involved in selling the papers.

Nelsmaneane I swau e g an el icia valeve ma S i e m R D ey
the historian el travelwriter. We  went o game reserves
areumptaSeutEh 8frica ard Basutoland. 1 woull d heslp  Sllaom by
oA W Gl e b i

I 1954 ] T eivarced Nearman. Faat remained friends until his
death 5ot v i R et g i friends with hi widow, Sally

Sraitohsr, Dulcie Hartwell. Solly's second wife, from

time to 4L.xmL_..

Friedlander, an _attorney and
aid to me,

Siidq
i time 1 was at court ,he

When o iwent to . court 1 meEr Bk
famous sports broadcaster, who
"What are vou doing here?! and
HiesmecettinaucivoneERarn, Thﬁ =
asked again and 1 said,
"Another divorce."

The third time, he said,

"Not another divorce!" and I said,

"hWo, Albie is being admitted to the Ear.'

."‘HLB-v

Just before going overseas in 1954, I attended a youth league

EC

camp at Redhill which was organised by Amy Rietstein, Dennis

Goldberg and others. During the camp, evervbody began _dancing

and toyi—-toying. Later when I was in Berlin 1 saw the camp on

e vlimi

MDD Een = Ncnechanml a4 s Tgot danl advance animy inheritance

and took mveself overseas. [ was I ey to get a berth on the

ship as they wers . very o fudd et that time, We went to
Southhampton _and then to London. Albie was in Lmrﬂun alt the
time. He had completed his i el T at varsity and as he
walr st S h e aiN . Y e timg  he had finished his LLEB., he

wouldn i have beentable tn be admitied to the Hap. Saihe took




a yvear off and went to London, and while there got the chance
to go to China via PMoscow on the Trans-Siberian railway. He
was sent as a delegate for the HModern Youth Society in Cape
Town to an _international Youth Congress in Feking.

Solly and Albie met me and a friend I was travelling with, at
Waterloo station. There was so  much luggage that we had to

take two taxkis! One used to travel with trunks on the ships,

o they were very By, In any event we eventually found

somewhere to stav. The trip was purely a holiday.

At the time Albie wanted to becomse a professional

revolutionary. I said he can become whatever he likes after

he has gualified. 1 spoke to Hymie Rernardt, an attorney

friend, who told Albie,
"We have got lawyers in the struggle, but we haven’'t got any

advocates so yvou must become an advocate.'

When we were at a mesting in London and Albie ashked,
sl Eaasiien Vaduwstiihere as I dillilke to meset him.'

So 1 dintroduced them, and Albie said,

"My mother has alwavs held vou up as someone [ mustn 't

(3

1 Aplain  to  him  that as  he had gone overseas to

becomt a doctor and in the middle of it, dropped out and gons

et el = A nE R having made no advancement in either

e A= et o Eranp et Easslent e exp liad necs faw
soneone had cheales ISR e 1t ) his money and he couldn t

&y
i

1

ik inue ., [He incidentally, wer b 30 to becoms a famous

gyneacoloogist ., ]

I tra arcord Lo the usual towrist’'s spots, I also tried

o get a visa for the Sovieb SR, Bl Eel noaNvanllin  EEEmn

London we went to Hamburg i five davs and stayved with a

friend from Caps  Town. Her mother had been in Bels

EREIRIE IR e imn camp. Someone had denounced her a German spy

as  they flat. While we were there we visited hhe

We went to a night club where every third

dﬁh cEy,  bhe women wers neant to  ask the men to dance. EBi

couwldn't do it. There was one lady  who would eve the crowd

and ask the one she favoured, but I couldn't. Then we went to

another place were we weren’'t allowed SLif) as__ we weren' 't

ezscorted by a man!

From Hamburg we went to EBerlin. We staved with a couple in

West Berlin. I went  on A ezl Eh East Berlin with the

husband. There was a shortage of accommodation. We saw the

local women helping to clear the rubble from the bombing. At

the time the Wall wasn’'t up so there was no real division

between East and West Berlin. Yet the housing shortage in the

East was more severe as rebuilding was much slower without

American assistance.

he people from West Berlin would go to the East for mes

one _could get three Reich marks [} one  Deutsche

i
Mersefore the food was cheaper and go Dd Even though 1
e

gst Berlin, I would take  the und.rqround to Eas
svElty day. There was also  a  shortage of consumers




delegates at the time were given a folder of notepaper and_ a
ball—-point pen. 1 was also given one, even though I wasn’ 't a
delegate, I was accepted as an eguivalent of a delegate. One
WOman there wanted the ball—-point peEn  as  they were
LmeEEarnaples Soe] gave. itieutolohers. There were some things
that were cbtainable in the East and not in the West. There
were consumer  goods but 1 didm et really Bltvie samy &R amai
especially since  my friend didn' 't want me to  change my
British money — she was very anti-—-Berman at the time. Her
mother, who was also anti—-German, chose to stay on _in Germany
as she wanted to help rehabilitate the youth. She could have
same el Seiith Africa i toiher husband . but she felt she would
be a parasite in §.A. whereas she was able to help in

Germany .

While in East Berlin I met some marvellous people who made a
strong impression on me. There was a doctor at the local
hospital who worked tirelessly with the patients. When 1
remairked on _this he salid Rerwasy  JustEradaingahis  duEyvia lhe
local women were also guite amazing. One women in particular
was helping to clear away the rubble and build new flats from
T ruins. She herself was staying in a dilapidated shack but
was pecfecetlivowilling to help build flats without expecting
one for herself in return. They were really good peopley who
felt they were simply doing their duty for Berlin.

m

banned by the Federal

I went to s=ses & film which was

Government in Bonne. They were still anti-communist. The film
showed how ammunition manufacturers were involved in the War.
They would produce for any side, irrespective of whom they
billed., The film was obviously anti-war.

to somegne from Cape Town and they
ried out that she was Ilsa Dadoo, the
oo, whom I had been looking for since
I got there. 1 had been asking for llsa Frager, which was her
maiden name, and therefore couldn 't Sl me her. They had both
been away. She had organised a Youth Festival in EBerlin. So

=
krnew me. It tu
wife of Yusuf Da

the last night of my stay, I spent with her.

While in Berlin I tried to make contact with Farty members,

i E A S e v E RV emdisnilcul tasaseaanybedys couwlde icenes saleng

claiming to be someone of importance and I didn't have any

credentials. When I returned to Cape Town, I was not at aill

involved in the Farty.

Tl gsliEhad aebadiaceident. I was driving im a car at night

with Dora Alexander, and it was raining. She had tears in her

eves as her nephew whom she was very fond of was leaving for

Johannesburg. She rode into a stationary car. Dora hurt her

sternum and I had twenty-six stitches on  my mouth. I had to

have plastic surgery and I leaokedia terriblessightiodedidnad

toR Rl EhnnY T EOREEE e a5 ¢ heahad heastetreanble. I8 theotights the

shock might affect him. As I eouldnt & let Albie ses me and

not Johnny, 1 went to Johannesburg.

N Rl NSt Earcl b i melteiineancolaonton el refneshes

collrse. in kyping and start a new capeer. So he gave meg a0
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pounds, which was a lot of money in those days. I went to
Johannesburg and took the cowse. 1 was offered jobs in
Johannesburg but declined.

While I was there, I was able to go to Fretoria to watch the
Treason Trail. I stayed with my brother. I was able to qget
things for the trialists, for instance, Helen Joseph needecd
cotton_and needles for her dress as she only had the one
dress when  she was detained. Food was provided by the
community in Fretoria to show their solidarity. Dora
Alexander and Jean Eernardt were detained in Cape Town. It
was a time of general detentions in Ll I e B 2 e [ W S e
hurry back, I returned in Auqust.

I got a place in__a legal office in Adderly street. One day
there was a demonstration qoing on and il looked out the
window to see Johnny being pushed o U e~ v o o = e - e
went downstaires to  find out what had bhappened. Apparently
there had been a demonstration by students which Johnny, &
medical student, bacd krnown about. He had gone to see what was
happening and someone had shoved a whole bunch of posters
IRIEEN NS AlEmeSwe ke  waLen T Erow  what was  going on but they
still kept him for a night in jail. He was fined but after an
appeal he got off, yet the night in jail affected his health
badly. He developed S.B.E. [an infection of the heart] after
that, and was in hospitael for seven weeks., My employer al the
time was a very difficult person to work for. Albie said to
me that I mustn’t go and visit Johnny in hospital after work
during the week. HMe said I mustn’ 't look tired and over—worlec
as it will make Johnny  wWorey. 1 shoulc rather qgo and visit
him on weekends when WES looking fresh. I remembhered this
and it put me in good stead.

During the 1960 s the jia e s el = S e 0 come periodically and
search the house., They would arrive with a search warrant ancd
take away books: Albie’' s stuff. At one stage Albie was banned
and the police must have been  waltching the house . ey
Alexander wanted to  ses Nbie and someone  conveyed this
message to him in a  car outside my flat. He said he didn’'t
want to break the ban. When he was detained the police wanted
to know why he didn’t want to see Ray at that time. They

therefore must have had an apparatus for listening into the

conversation. He wasn’'t allowed to see more than two people

at a time. He could see family but 1 couldn’ 't have any

visitors at the house. 1 WaSs later told by one of the

neighbours that there was always a car outside and it must

have followed us around.

When I came back from Johannesburg in 1960 Albie asked,

"Mom, should I stay with yvou or somewhere else 72"

1 said,

"Somewhere else." 1 couldn’'t take it all the time. Every time

a car stopped outside, I thought it was for him. Every time a

he didn’t come home, 1 thought something had happened to him.

o lcncte e leaniat night, Tt was el Iy too  miei.

dJohrnny was stayving with me at this time. We were sitting the

one evening having coffee when the police arrived. It was a
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csergeant who had been coming around guitesoften onk raids. . He
asked if so and so was there and I replied ,"No".And he then

"Johnny, I hear you are starting vour exams tomorrow,"

tYes!

Sy TS EY o want telhwishiavor 4aeod LaEike and he shook
Johnny ' hand.

It was such a relief Il e hnhy SancsistoninonrthelcaREqeanit:
was just coming to reassure us that they wouldn’'t take any

action.

The first time Albie was detained was in 1963 when he went to
Maitland police station, Wynberg and Caledon sguare. He was
held for ninety days and then released for a few minutes and
held for & second time under the ninety day law. When first
detained, he phoned to tell me. ] organised that he got food
every day. The prison provided food but there wasn’'t any
fresh fruit etc. so 1 organised this. Even though there was
nelam Vel cPpoRt geeup for pelitical prisoners at this time.
thesRdvecatellisi Halg in  Cape  Town  collected money so that at
least for a short while he could have a good meal from ' The
Red Lion’', a restaurant. I took it held ood EelilEhelp i spne bk
wasn't allowed to see him. At Wynberg prison, Dot Cleminshaw
would sometimes take his meals and collect his laundry and
somnetimes I would go.

1 was able to get a vizsit when he was in Caledon Sguare.
& a

Johnny had just undergone &l open—heart operation in London
and I phoned the police and ciried over the phone that my one
son was 1n hospital and my other son was detained: so I was

able to visilt him. I remembered what Albie had told me and so
I went out and bought a new dress for the visit.

On the morning of the visit I went and had my hair and nails

done. I came along looking as bright as I could. I never wore

the dress again, only that once. The visit had the opposite

sifffecielont 6 il toRnwnats theya thaught  itwoiddls Tineys thowght

would be crying and pleading with him ae talk, and what

happend was to the contrary. He wanted to say something and I

put my hands to my lips TEiE 1 Was sure there would be a

microphone. After that we Jjust spoke about trivialities. [t

didn 't matter though, it was enough just to have seen him. He

was given the choice of me seeing him in his cell or outside.

EveEndhaniaghia e was wverves cold ., Albie chose outside so that

e tisehe cowuld get some  air and secondly so that they

couldn’'t listen to what we were saying, but there was alwavs

a chance of a micraophone. Later, after his release, Albie

wrote to Johnny about me saving, "Foor Mommy, son the doctor

went to hospital and her son the lawyer went to jail."

In 1966 Albie was detained again, this time under the hundred

and eighty day law. He was first held in Caledon Sguare and

then transferred to Foeland Street prison, now an_archive.

During this time, he smuggled out a note to me, to be passs

on to lawvers who were bringing a case about i1l treatment of

detainees by the security police. In tiny handwriting he told

about how he had been tortured by sleep deprivation. I had to

give an affidavit to the lawvers about how I got the note,

41



Bhewicentity sthel handweiting .t Ihsasd I sent in a new thermos
hliasEuhrehiwac st an the chop  wrapping. The pext day it
came oult so 1 knew something was wrong. 1 looked inside and
found the note. EEam. SheRtion they wouldn’'t allow thermos
el tealinn thel pricsoners.  Thath isl what I teld them but in
Pl et Ml el g Y el e Reteldn. al flashanbut noth thak: onek

We had a way of communicating. It was very precarious. 1 hope
we never have to use it again. Somebody else  tried to
comnuniic SEelwa it hil hiam, & blits hel v indicated that it was confusing
receiving messages from two sources., SpRenI Y eptifinR tolich
PSR s I e e M L p oWl thatl L thetacensed in kheltrlal Vfior
which he was being held "as a witness had already pleaded
quilty so there was no reason  why he should not make a
statement to the police. Later on, I was allowed a visit and
a group of legal people gave me some questions to ask him. I
would ask,
"Are vou shaving?™"
WS amemnas
"Ore vou sleeping?!
S MR eWL
So he was allowed these privileg only after he had made a
statement. I would go to Hvmie Bernardt’'s firm and to another
attornev. Michael Richman, and : wotld make applications
about the conditions of detention. There were no leg
i e time , Lhey we

%

sl wolEb g s o sk b

simply his fTriends.

practise law and therefore he
his future wife, who had been
got marvied in England but
Erngland for the wedding.

and

At the Farty there were police

Thirough—out my experier
Les. Even after ths

WAS banned and dissolved, there

still sples checkinag Wiel el our activities.The police

a  member of the Farty even though T
weEre  people  who  thought il wWas Fay

must have known Towe
{...

never resigned. Ther

]

Soies would Y to become friendly wi

Alexandsr and the

me .

llhefene spy wollld  come wto Ballery exhibition openings . and

attach himself to us. Afterwards everyvone (Farty membhers)
wollld come to my house as I lived close to town. We didnm 't
HnsySeWas alsn s bt anentbeqans tovsuspectbedt sl wasestaving
with Dora at the time and she had a place in Kalk Bay. We
were watching him and he was watching us. We eventually saw

Dim with binoculars watching our movements. He became very
friendly with Rose Ehrlich who ram a speech and drama school.
When we suggested that she should be wary of him, she became

furious. He was friendly with some students in a hostel and
CIMERY AiteiRe] (e Tl ONEEL e e Elenor Eesmond White, the arti

sEnhadh s friend whosmarcied Hawk and she was most oupset that
el nanEwas talsonya 1 hadonnething I RCIERE S e e T e
tell him the problems [ had getting stockings. As I _had such
long leg I eEnmicdned fing stk incgse He gave me two pairs of

slEnEiingesn. Theyesai,

i
e col ldeyeubtakent he




ShyvenotZd I sreplaedy ! udidn it haveto takes themeoff!?

Afterwards he became friendly with Sady Foremen. Her father
used to write Yiddish poetry. This man__ eventually got him
aEBEs e ToEsEaREYLng s  sttbversive literature’, which was in
aesalieiact only Yiddish poetey. The shock of the arrest,
however, killed him.

There were alwaye lots of spies. Some like Craig Williams qot
high up. BOthers didn’'t get very far. Very often the spies are
agent provocateurs. They get the people to commit crimes, get
arrested and then their own court case gets "forgotten". Very
efitentthey can ' t . be . found. There are usually a lot among
students. The police approach them and offer to pay expenses
Inexmnancel fasnntfeenation.  Thel stiudents soften cfall foirm dE.
Ehnlangiiiit dis ipatriotics

In 1970 Johnny asked me to meet some friends of his who were
travelling around the world on a ship. I met a man who said
b had by ey involved in a consortium  which  had been
commissioned by the Smuts’ govermment to design _and build
S Bl Erv R At aEs s b ltlepEdmnE L anel plans had been passed,
arnd the money made availlable They had hadwiliststoawait vhaks
the approprieate Minister to sign

The next day they had Cone i) have it signed and the plans
had been torn up and they had been told that South Africa now
had & Nationalist government, who had their own plan. The man
told me  Sowsto  was going 1t BE e ia ‘powder—lkeg’ asm  the

buildings were insufficient and they would create  and

generate oproblems,

When The Space was fTounded dinm 1972, 1 was one of the founder

memnbers Theatre Club. I used to go to every play. It was like

a home. Movna Nadldoo was a fellow comrade and she started a

Sesbmee i st fhe tSpace . When i moved, I gave curtains and

lamps that could be used as DFOPRS « I also gave an _imitation

Facalkul coat i that losoked very opulent to the Club.

I remember distinctly the NhpaEt ek ‘Sizwe Banzi is Dead’

when I saw the fbzst performance . All Athol Fugard' s plays

were excellent but the T EA G e Sizwe was absolutely

One night I was sitting next to a young chap and he suddenly

said,
peihceaE T new il imodn trouble.t

“wh: :'?ll
"Well I'm supposed to be somewhere else and I can see one of

my professors L) the audience. Apart from my other

appointment, it is unheard of for a Stellenbosch University

student to come to The Space. fAnd to make it worse I am doing

engineering  and they are always the most conservaltive

department. [ certainly won't be very popular.”

One night I went to The Space and saw a play called "The

Guise’ . In the play, they disembowel a women to have a baby.

That was probably to much for the audience. 1t was banned




after eight performances. In response  to this censorship,
they put on a play about what is generally available in South
African media. [ remember the contrast of three actresses
wearing g-strings and nipple caps, obvigcusly feeling very
awkward — something which was allowed - whilst 'The Guiss'

was not.

Marda Vanne and Rosalie van der Gucht would direct at the
Little Theatre. Though I wasn’'t a personal friends of theirs,
Tneiilidiageites 211 their shows. They also used to produce
plays at the Labia Theartre which I would attend. On Sunday
nights the film society would show films at the Labia. 1 was
one of the early members of the Cape Town Film Society.

During 1972 Johnny who was in England wanted to come to South
AfEica feelaivisits Bubtibhe couldn’‘t get al passport, as he had
sent his South African passport to South Africa House once he
headigatihis Hreitish fone. I thereforethadl o auappl y sfor Ve

Hale et e e et e BERE ARG, I had tried previgusly but wasn’ 't
able to get one after I was divorced from Norman. In 1954 1
was still able +to use the British passport I had gotten

through Norman. When it expired T sent e LDt eRE e R ASE R
African passport but was refused ane. Ihached forlmy Rieitish
passport back but was warnsd thataGnt I ermatieEl isadniel Siie
would be arrested.

St esimakinean application din 1972, 1 was geanted a twe month

passport. This was later extended for a month. This enabled
me ancdiera ta go e Scotland ta visit Dr. Gool whe had gene
there from Cape Town. We spent the night in Johnny's flat and
the nedst day took t e ‘Scottish Euvpress’ to Scotland. We
staved there for two weeks.

1 had previously applied for a passport and been refused, on
pellltiEal  grelinds . The last passport i head was a British
passport, which I had gotten from Sollv., but when I divorced

Gramea Remdlidn it iget i PR again. nem ol facent e Ries e o ml s oLl
I had my British passport BilE it wasn’'t really necessary in
those dayvs. When I Aokt baclk from the PG D My S @
tfricaen paseport became diEvalilch 1 later applied again and

got it for six months. The last two times I've applied I have

gotten it for five vears.

After the 1972 visit, I would go overseas once every two ot

three vears. I went maostly to England and once to America

when Albie was lecturing there.

vl anerts g tosMaputelinyalo988 ! butd] hadito stayl insEape

Town for my eves. One day Dulcie Saches [Hartwell] phoned me

up and said,

"How are vou?"

Bl am fine .

"Have vou seen the paper today?"

o,

iy el

fAind then I knew something Was  WEONGg. She told me about the

bomb attack on Albie. I was  stunned. I just at there. She

came around and brouaght some supper and stayed over. The next
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dav, Kim Elias came over and s=aid she was going to stayv. I
ingisted that I didn 't need anybody. that I was 0.k. But she
made up a story that some people were staving at her place
and she didn’'t have enauqh space. In any event she stayved and
v aEs e ally Wwearv arateful abthak she: dids

I avyesalfacs ity thate im an emesrgency. I dond topanicg. 1o just
keep my cool and see  if I scan be of any assistance. I
therefore wanted to fly to Maputo immediately. Johnny phoned
me and told me not to come as they wanted to get Albie to
England as soon as  possible. He then asked me to contact
various people which I did. It was easier for me in Cape Town
teraetholld ofiupeople &than et heni herapiteol iihey Fapt me
posted. As long as I had something to do it was alright.

Then the press came along. They wanted a photograph of Albie.
i celn-cicellchnEN f1nE anyvtEhiing . TTwellldinakelnol connent.
Itwas geang to Dulcie’'s place for lunch so 1 asked them to
‘hang on’ a few moments. i than asied them to take me to
haficielahich theye di6s Thay el Twkintmonl S eal pilE filiEef okt 2
sEEnnEnEBn Tt EReEys were s very understandingecabant it diben
friends phoned to say they were tharkful 1 MEVEr Mmads a

-

S nnen st aE e s U Ll Inhaves s eaid@ 0 wasn ' £t geing fo bur
Gl Em . want e e Faveﬁqw, So 1 preferred to sav
BIENER LRI . = 1 fel anger, i mean a person who only

to hurt anvbody.But even

til he was better.
s, I o went there in

de = o " v ol s i
time 1 2} stayving
of Albie s "Jadil

e and the bovs. 1

vation, I really didno’'t
+hat period, therse was a

ough we

xﬁ“];unt.

‘s overall condition.

T
it

~1.'
30 =

toa Lapse Democrats meseling at  UCT  they gave an ovation for
Albie. Amy Thorton was supposed to bhe in the chair, but she
was banned. Dullah Omar took the chair instead. He got up and

"Amy was supposed to speak  but can’'t because she is banned

and Albie can't be with us  tonigbht, but his mother is. Would

she mind coming up on_ _the stage."

He had asked earlier if I minded if he said I was in the
audience and i had said vyves., 1 el Bt kime Elas, &
historian, was with me and she said I shouldn’'t object for

Albie' s sake. When Dallah said this, kim forced me to stand
up. I felt so awkward and uncomfortable.

legay I am a member of the AN.E., Ener s el ti EsiERE el S HE

Up on_ cam when it becams legal . I was not involved while

it was

R Eamhear Graanlsation. I try to atiend meetinegs

cEhon At s Nllonen sEGEanp funcetions. 1 domn & take

; =
any active role, I dust like to show my punsenren Therse ars

some things which I @lem agree with. The yvoubth are very




SanEesamncrentel  Tof  enthilsiasm but I suppose 1 have become
slightly conservative in my old age! I agree with the over
Al palnEy el Tihel ANE BT I have certain reservation with

regards to certain decisions. it am still a _member of the
T N na e eae o butE NI dene tLtake Sny e tive mele a2k all.,

During the early sizties I was  involved in Defence and Aid.
There were a number of liberals and others including Ronald
Segal and Hoffenburg [who was later banned]. At one time I
was involved in the Black Sash, siE SN Ta i T e D e T A
wacnh trvery, mueh at home there. I admired what they were

GlEsmn D ey e iem E e e Akl enoiagh. Now they have a
different attitude and are achieving more.

Now it is wonderful to have Johnny and Albie back in South
A et s Nl iitkie a L dream. i always hoped that in my life
Time theycoauld seturn. 1 remained positive in my thinking
and believed that things would change. I was ecstatic when
the UDF was formed as 1 really saw that as a breabkthrough. I
happened tgo be there whe i s Tisst  thoughtief. After that
I was absolutely beside myself with joy as they had launched
] I EpetiahE St hat there was  finally something going om. §
Mopsiful even then, never possimistic.

Wi I haven 1t reached
Etafiu ﬁmd SEE SR A e

t times

thinkine
e

"imm. The

leamd will
Will remain

ddw'.
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SIAIDC R W () it T B are

foroces are B,
FW de Klerk instead of =gging hxm B o S i &
he new South Africa. But I am concerned that it is
1
Ay

to bhe sasyv. I wonder whether the ANC wil be up to

amorphous body now, not compact and tight.

The can’'t take over and control things. They
can it aon, that 1s Ut of the ousestion. 1t has
got to be =gotiations.

he ANC is accountable to the people but it is not easy. The
more articulate vou are, the more vou can persuade people.
Even in the BGardens branch of the ANC which I attend I find
that sometimes. At the last meeting, I got up and said,
"l can’'t hear anyvthing and I can’'t participate in any way and
I feel useless. I don’'t hear the speakers and I feel like a
dead weight."
They responded by saving that I m  an inspiration and my
dedication over the vears is a motivation. They look faorward
Ny cen el Eeemee tinE S, and they need me. Never before have
i juit been there and not helped. But they assured me that my
5 i sufficient.So now 1 feel welcome, as if it is my

-3
1}
=t
i1

Overall 1 am hopeful: I have to be,
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