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Dear Julia and OLGAi

Thanks for your letter which arrived yesterday.

My own feeling is that it is important to distinguish between three
different types of legal protection for lesbians and gay men:
1) Constitution 2) Bill of Rights 3) Legislation. ' '

1) Constitution
The constitution could include some wording such as:

All South African citizens shall be entitled to full
and equal citizenship, including equality under the
law and legal protection against_diacrimination.on any
grounds whatsoever

2) 13111 of Rightg .
e Bill of Rights'could be worded as follows:

All South African citizens shall enjoy equal rights
and equality of opportunity, irrespective of their
sex, race, national or social origin, religion, language,
political opinion or belief, age, sexual orientation
or disability.

3) Legislation
It is probably preferrable to aim for generalised and comprehensive

equality legislation, rather than specific laws to protect lesbians
and gay men. Broad anti-discrimination legislation gives the

possibility of uniting a wide range of women and minorities around
common objectives such as equality of opportunity and protection
against prejudice. Thane are three laws worth prioritising:

(a)WM
It is unlawful to discriminate against a person or
group of persons in employment, housing, education,
and access to and provision of publgcggqggprivate
services, based on that persons or%/% so 3 sex, race,
national or social origin, religion, language,
political opinion or belief, age, sexual orientation
or disability. "

(b) Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act
It is unlawful to publicly insult or incite hatred

against a person or grpup of persons on the grounds
of their sex, race, national or social origin,
religion, language, political opinion or belief, age,
sexual orientation or disability.

(c) Miniatu for Equal Opportunities , V
This Ministry shall be established with powers to
monitor, promote and enforce equality of
opportunity for all South African citizens, regardless
of their sex, race, national or social origin,
religion, language, political opinion or belief,
age, sexual orientation or disability.
I shall be a Ministry with cabinet rank.
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These measures would ensrine the two fundhental principles or
1) tull and equal rights in law and 2) legal protection against
discrimination. These comprehensive principles cover everything the
lesbian and gay movement is demanding. Once they are enshrined,
everything else falls into place.

They are also measures which encourage unity and solidarity between
diverse oppressed sections of the population. My feeling is that
insistence on separate lesbian and gay legislation could be a divisive
and marginalising strategy. This way, lesbian and gay rights is
incorporated into progressive legislation and encourages solidarity
between diverse segments of the population.

These, then, are my suggestions in response to your letter. I offer
them in the understanding that OLGA and other progressive lesbian and ;
gay organisations in South Africa are better placed than I to know ;
what is most appropriate. Ybu must make your own judgements. i

Yours in comradeship and solidarity, !

MLTW.
Peter Tatchell

PS: Here are some examples of laws in different European countries on g

the enclosed sheet.

PPS: My love to you Shelia, Ivan, Derrick, Niezham (I hope those spellings

are correct), Simon and all the other comrades. You are an inspiration to

so many of us here. The day we meet in a liberated South Africa cannot

be long now. Stay strong and keep up the struggle:



European Covention On Human Rights

Article 14

The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this

Convention she" be secured without discrimination on any
ground such as sex. race. colour. language, religion, political

or other opinion. national or social origin, association with a
national minority. property, birth or other status,

Dutch Constitution
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