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INTERVENTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, NELSON

MANDELA AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE

CONVENTION FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH

AFRICA (CODESA): JOHANNESBURG: MAY 16TH,

1992.

CHAIRPERSONS;

DISTINGUISHED INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS;

FELLOW LEADERS;

COMRADES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN;

WE GATHERED HERE YESTERDAY AND ARE MEETING AGAIN TODAY IN A

SETTING WHICH SUGGESTS CONTINUITY, STABLE PROCESSES AND A

FAMILIAR AND PREDICTABLE ENVIRONMENT.

THE PHYSICAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH WE MEET SUGGEST THAT, AT THE

END OF THE DAY, WE WILL SHOW PROGRESS, BUILT ON WHAT WE ACHIEVED

LAST DECEMBER, DURING THE FIRST HISTORIC SESSION OF THE CONVENTION

FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA. 



YET THE OVERWHELMING MESSAGE THAT WAS COMMUNICATED FROM THIS

HALL YESTERDAY, BOTH TO OUR OWN PEOPLE AND TO THE INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNITY AT LARGE, WAS THAT NO PROGRESS TOWARDS THE NEW

SOUTH AFRICA THAT WE ALL WANT HAD, IN FACT, BEEN MADE OVER THE

LAST FIVE MONTHS.

THE THINGS WE DID AND SAID CONVEYED THIS PERCEPTION, DESPITE THE

VALIANT EFFORTS THAT SOME AMONG US MADE TO DEMONSTRATE AND

INSIST THAT PROGRESS HAD INDEED BEEN ACHIEVED.

SO OFTEN, THE SPEECHES THAT WERE DELIVERED CARRIED THE SAME

REFRAIN THAT COULD NOT BUT INSPIRE GLOOM AND DESPONDENCY, AS

WELL AS A SENSE THAT WE, AS POLITICIANS, COULD DO NO MORE THAN

SPEAK, AS I DO NOW.

AND YET THE ACTUAL SITUATION WE FACE DEMANDS THAT WE MAKE A

RADICAL DEPARTURE FROM MANY THINGS WHICH DEFINE THE PARAMETERS

OF WHAT WE MUST D0 A8 THESE POLITICIANS.

WE MEET HERE TODAY AS WE DID YESTERDAY NOT TO PLAY POLITICS BUT

BECAUSE OUR COUNTRY IS IN A VERY DEEP CRISIS.



OUR PEOPLE CONTINUE TO DIE AS A RESULT OF BRUTAL VIOLENCE CARRIED

OUT BY FORCES THAT ARE OPPOSED TO DEMOCRATIC CHANGE. FEAR

STALKS OUR LAND BECAUSE NONE OF US SEEM TO KNOW WHEN THE

IDENTIFIABLE AS WELL AS FACELESS ASSASSINS ARE GOING TO STRIKE,

WHETHER ON THE TRAINS, IN THE TOWNSHIPS AND VILLAGES, ON THE

ROADS OR ELSEWHERE.

MANY FEEL EMBOLDENED TO CARRY AND BRANDISH GUNS, SPEARS, BATTLE-

AXES, PANGAS, KNOBKIERRIES AND OTHER WEAPONS OF DEATH, AS THOUGH

TO KILL, TO THREATEN AND ACTUALLY TO PERPETRATE VIOLENCE AGAINST

OTHER HUMAN BEINGS WERE THE MOST NATURAL THING IN THE WORLD.

IT EVEN SEEMS THAT POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS HAVE NO PROBLEM

WHATSOEVER WHEN THEIR MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OR THOSE WHO ACT

IN THEIR NAME TAKE THE LIVES OF INNOCENT PEOPLE IN THE PURSUIT OF ONE

GOAL OR ANOTHER.

IN ADDITION, THE CRIMINALS WHO ROB, RAPE AND MURDER FOR PERSONAL

BENEFIT SEEM TO GROW IN NUMBER EVERYDAY AND SEEM TO GET MORE

DESPERATE AND BRUTAL WITH EACH PASSING MOMENT. 
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CLEARLY WE CANNOT GATHER HERE TODAY AND SEND OUT A MESSAGE TO

OUR COUNTRY AND THE WORLD THAT WE HAVE TAKEN NO STEPS TOWARDS

THE GOAL OF ENDING THE MISERY OF OUR PEOPLE. THAT IS CLEARLY

IMPERMISSIBLE.

WHAT IS IT THAT OUR PEOPLE WANT? WHAT IS IT THAT OUR COUNTRY

NEEDS?

WE HAVE TO MOVE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE TO ARRIVE AT A NEW

CONSTITUTION WHICH MUST ENSHRINE THE PRINCIPLE OF A UNITED,

DEMOCRATIC, NON-RACIAL AND NON-SEXIST SOUTH AFRICA. IF THERE IS

ANYBODY IN THIS ROOM WHO IS OPPOSED TO THIS OBJECTIVE, IT WOULD BE

GOOD IF THEY WOULD LET US KNOW.

TO GET TO SUCH A CONSTITUTION, WE NEED AN ELECTED CONSTITUTION -

MAKING BODY, A DEMOCRATICALLY CONSTITUTED CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.

ONCE AGAIN, IF THERE IS ANYBODY IN THIS ROOM WHO IS OPPOSED TO THIS

OBJECTIVE , IT WOULD BE GOOD IF THEY WOULD LET US KNOW.

WITH REGARD TO THIS MATTER, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PROPOSITIONS

THAT I WOULD LIKE TO PUT TO THE CONVENTION AS A WHOLE. TO HELP OUR

COUNTRY AND PEOPLE MOVE FORWARD, I WOULD LIKE ANYBODY WITH A

DISSENTING VIEW TO SPEAK OUT OPENLY AGAINST ANY OF THESE

PROPOSITIIONS. 



FIRSTLY, LET US ALL AGREE THAT WE HAVE TO CREATE A CONSTITUTION -

MAKING BODY, ELECTED ON THE BASIS OF ONE PERSON ONE VOTE, WITH THE

VOTES BEING OF EQUAL VALUE. IS THERE ANY PARTY HERE TODAY OPPOSED

TO THIS?

LET US ALL HERE AGREE THAT PARTIES ELECTED TO THIS BODY WILL BE

REPRESENTED WITHIN IT IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF VOTES THEY

OBTAIN. IS THERE ANY PARTICIPANT WHO IS OPPOSED TO THIS?

LET US ALSO AGREE THAT IN ADDITION TO A NATIONAL LIST, THERE WILL

ALSO BE CANDIDATES WHO WILL BE ELECTED ON A REGIONAL BASIS. IS

THERE ANY PARTICIPANTWHO IS OPPOSED TO THIS?

LET US FURTHER AGREE THAT THE CONSTITUTION - MAKING BODY SHALL BE

A ONE CHAMBER NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WITH SOVEREIGN POWERS TO

NEGOTIATE, DRAFT, AND ADOPT A NEW CONSTITUTION. IS THERE ANYBODY

WHO IS OPPOSED TO THIS?
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AND FINALLY, A WORD TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DAY. THE TIME HAS

COME THAT YOU TRULY CROSS THE RUBICON. YOU MUST UNDERSTAND

CLEARLY THAT THE DAYS OF WHITE MINORITY DOMINATION ARE OVER.

DURING THE PERIOD OF CHANGE AND WHILE YOU REMAIN IN POWER, YOU

CANNOT AND WILL NOT BE BOTH PLAYER AND REFEREE. WHETHER YOU ARE

GENUINE ABOUT CHANGE WILL BE JUDGED NOT BY WHAT YOU SAY BUT

WHAT YOU DO.

LET US ALL MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER TO ARRIVE AS SPEEDILY AS POSSIBLE

AT OUR COMMON OBJECTIVE OF A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA.

THANK YOU.
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