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MEMORANDUM ON MULTI-PABT! SISTER
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As the struggle For national liberation in our country 1nt3n31?1,_,

.dream of millions of our compatriots who have been struggling r

for a united, democratic non-racial South Africa in which d' 1?. _

equality will be guaranteed, and all violations of basic human Pith.

"111 be prehibited1 beC9mes a reality which can be achieved Withi#t
life time.

n

A non-racial democratic South Afr1ca will havetoguarantee unIVQnsa

suffrage, majority rule and respect ofall fund: _, , .1
including the right of free association. Freedomof association :11;

presuposea the freedom to establish or Jo1n pol1ttca1 parties without-f

hindrance. Through these associatlons 0r part1osto1&0r'k fdaocraticaly

for the all round development of the country. '

Taken in this context there would be many pdliticalulpart1as rebreaeth:
ting the interest or ideologically related South Africans who groungj .
themselves among other th1tggs to seek political power in adder togj';1'

carry out programmes that will contribute towards Nat1onalibevelopnen5.'

All parties would have to adhere to certain pr1ncfples which are set 11

out 1n the constitution.

They should be based on non-rasial and nnn-ethnic principles;

Should prevent the resurgence of racist p011cies and '
programmes in whatever form;

Promote the active involvement of all sectors of the
mpulation in government and socioneconomic and cultural
life:

Promote the habits of non-racial think1ng, the practice 0L
non-racial behaviour and the acqu131tion of genuine,
subjectively held patriatic consciousness.

Thls would not be in conflict with the principles of freedom of speech,

orgaHISAtion or association but would be contributing tcwards'nat1onal

unity, and development while combating the stimulation or racial hathd
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and tribal division.

It is in this conteYt that the Press Statement of Comrade Oliver Tambo,

ANC President of 9th January, 1986 in Lusaka should be seen where he

Poresees the formation of "political parties of one form or agether"

within parameters of non-raaial, democratic and united peoplege-menL

cacial, demoeratic andwun4$edepeepie". In this statement the President

foreseee differences arising yithin the broad national liberation

movement led by the ANC on the implementation of the Freedom Charter,

whereby certain streams within the movement "see the situation differently

at the time and have different approaches to the problems which a

liberated South Africa will be faced with".

So Far this is the only official statement from our movement which does

refer to the existence of a multiciplity of parties or "politiCal

pluralism" in a post-liberation South Africa. But this raises mahy

questions especially that we will he one of the last to achieve libera-

tion in Africa and Africa having the experience of one party states.

In this statement the President foresees the existence of partiesz

agreedwith the Freedom Charter, 1.9. those who are within the 3;;35

of the broad liberation movement led by the ANC... The problem arises

about what at.titnde would be taken to those who do not agree or_dg::unr

avree Pullyewith the Freedom Charter butagree that all forms of

ethnicity, racism and regionalism should be prohibited, and are prepared

to conform to the stipulated constitutional requirements on the forma-

tion of parties. Will they be allowed to form perties although they

don't agree with the basic principles of the Freedom Charter? Further

will the ANC as the vanguard that would have brought liberation

contemplate any special role for itself which has to be stipulated ikj

the constitution? These are problems on which the NEC should give us

guidelines on.

May 1st, 1086

Lusaka.  


