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Period Covered: lst - 2lst June, 1960

 

After cross-examination lasting one month and an adjournment of
a week, ghgef Luthuli's re-examhation by Adv, D. Nokwe (who is cenduoting
his own defence5 began on let June.

Adv. Nokwe: "Does this statement about the White electorate imply
that the White electorate has no role to play in
changes that will be brought about?"

Chief Luthulii "No, not at all, far from it. I have already
indicated that the White electorate has a role to
play, and to the extent that this White electorate
changes, it has a very important role to play."

RIOTS:- CAUSE AND BLAME

Adv. Nokwe then questioned Chief Luthulj on the view held by the
A.N.C. as to the basic cause of riots.

ghief Luthulis "The general view, My Lords, is this that these
unfortunate periodic outbreaks came about as a
direct result of the policy of the Governmento
When examining each, whether you agree with the
people or not, you will find that people are
objecting to some aspects of government policy."

Adv. Nokwei "How would the A.N.C. alloaate the blame for these
disturbances?"

Chief Luthzli: "Whilst not condonidg the iesort'to violence by
people, the African National Congress felt that
so lOng as there were these pin pricks, there
would always be possibilities of sush outbreaks,
until people came to have fully the view of the
African NatiOnal Congress."

Adv. Nokwe: "How did the l.N.C. feel towards the people Who

lost their lives in these disturbances?"

ghief Luthuli: "The A.N.C. sympathises with the people who
lost their liveso"

Adv. Nokwe: "Talking the general pattern of the disturbances
which occurred from 1950 to 1956, have you any
general impression of the number of police
casualties compared with the number suffered by
.the African peeple?

Chief Luthuli: "I couldn't be specific but I think more African
people suffered as a result of police action."

STRIKES AND THE AaNoC.

Adv: Nokwe then asked_ghief Luthuli to explain AoNoCa policy in
regard to strikes. '

The A.N.C., gguef Luthulg replied, would embark On a large scale
strike Only if it was reasonably certain that its instructiOns would be obeyedo

Page 2/.... It would 



-2-

It would also urge the people to observe a policy of non-violence.

Adv. Nokwa then recalled the A.N.C.'s struggle against the
Government's Western Areas Removal Scheme, Which began in February 1955. He
read from an A.N.C. statement issued at the time which :egistered "our
strongest protest against this despotic action."

After asserting the A.N.C.'s"unshakesble determination to
Oppose and fight the removal scheme", the statement c0ntinued:

"This struggle, like all others, will be conducted in a
disciplined and peaceful manner and the people are called upou
to remain calm in the face of all provocations."

Chief Luthuli agreed that this statement expressed the A.H.C.'s
attitude in regard to the removal scheme.

Re-examination of Chief Luthuli ended on 1st June.

ROOM FOR GONSOLIDATIOd

On the following day, June 2nd, Mr: Mandela asked the Court if
the aecused could continue to use the Courtroom for consultation in the
afternoons, as they had done while Chief Luthuliwas in the witness box.
He explained that it was the duly place where all the accused could censult
together and thatvthey could not take exhibits away from the Court to their
place of deten tior; 0

Mr, Justice Rumpfi replied that the Bench would consider the
matter.

MRS. JOSEPH IN THE BOX

Mrs. Helen Josegh, only White woman among the accused, began
her evidence on 2nd June. The secoud of the accused to give evidence for
the defence, she was called as a witness by "accused Number One", MR. FARIED
ADAMS.

He began by warning Mrs. Joseph of the relevant provisions of
the Emergency Regulations, and by reminding her that one of these, concerning
evidence given in a criminal trial, had been amended since the emergency was
declared.

As a result the Court had judged On 26th May that "the position
of a witness today is as it was before the regulations were passed."

NO CONFIDENCE

ygu Adams: "Are you now prepared to give evidence in this trial?"

Mrs. Josegh: "My Lord I'm aware of the amendment to the regu-
latious and I am also aware of the judgement nf
your Lordship in this Ccurt: I am also aware of
the assurance that was given"by the Crown that the
Ministermwould aeither detain nor arrest any"
person oi acccunt of having given evidence in this
trial, and I am aware also that the Attorney-
General has given a similar assurance.

I have, however, listened carefully to the
aigument put forward by counsel for the defence
on the effects of this amendment. I was struck
particularly with the examples given by Mr. Maisels
which showed how this amendment and its protection

could be rendered negatory.

In view of the dangers therefore which have
been put forward by Counsel I must say that I am
reluctant in the circumstances to give evidence.
I have no coniidence whatsoever in the bona fides
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of the Minister of Justice, and I do not accept
his assurances.

There are two alternatives before me. Either
I must close my case at this stage or I must give
evidence in peril of being further detained. my
Lords, I am compelled to the latter choice."

MRS. JOSEPH'S CAREER:
..

..

mm I Mrs. JoseEh then began her evidence"by stating that she was born
in Ehgland in 1905. She was educatedminmEhgland, and took her English
anours Degree at the University of LOndOn.

" She obtainedma teaching post in India when she finished at the
University. She left India in 1930 to come to South Africa where she
obtained a teaching post in Durban at the Clifton Preparatory School for Boys.

In 1939 she took up a part time and an honorary appointment as
the Organiser of an Indian Wbmens' Club which had been started in Durban.

She served in the Wbmens' Auxiliiary Air Force from 1942 to 1946

as a Welfare and Information Officer.

After she was demobilised, she took up a position as supervisor

of a Community Centre in Fordsburg ameng low income groups -Ehropeans, and as

part of that post she had to deliver a course of lectures at the University of

the Witwatersrand in Ccmmunity organisation. She also studied and obtained

a post-graduate diploma in Saoial studies from the Witwatersrand University

in 1946 and 1947.

At this time she was not a member of any political organisation,

because as a social Werker she was precluded from being identified with any

particular political party.

ENTRY INTO POLITICS

Mr. Adams; "When did you become interested in politics?"

Mrs. Josegh: "I first became interested in politics as such

when I was an Information Officer in the Air Farce,

because it was part of my duties to give lectures

on political educatiOn.

When I became a Shcial Workar, both amongst

theIEhropeans in Johannesburg, and particulafly

amongst the Coloured people when I took up another

position as supervisor of a Community Centre in

Cape Town, it became clear to me then that social

work in itself is nothing more than a palliative

for the ills which beset so many people. It was

then that I began to turn my attentiOn to the

causes of these ills, and that I became canvinced

that I could no longer be satisfied merely with

social work, but that I must play an active part

in the political life of South Africa."

In 1951, Mrs. Joseph continued, she was appointed Secretary of

the Transvaal Clothing Industries Medical Aid Society; - She took up that

positiOn because she wished to be free to take part actively in politics.

As a social worker employed by the National War Memorial Health Foundation

she was not free to play any part politically.

Mr. Adams: "Did you join any political party?"

Mrs. Josegh: "I joined the Labour Party, -I think it was

in 19510
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Mr. Adams: "In January 1953 did you join any other political
organisation?"

Mrs. JoseEh: "In January, 1953 it wouldn't be correct to say

that I joined a political organisation, as such,

but I was invited to join a Committee which was

engaged in forming what afterwards became the

Congress of Democrats. - As scan as the'South

African Congress of Democrats was formed, at the

end of 1953, I was elected to the National Ekeoutive."

Mrs. Josegh said she had been Transvaal RegiOnal Secretary of the

Federation of South African women since theTransvaal region was formed in

July, 1954, was elected as National Secretary in august 1956, and had held

both these positiOns ever since.

Mr. Adams: "Are you banned, hrs. Joseph?"

Mrs. Joseghs. "I reoeiVed two banning orders on the 23rd of

Atril, I957. .. The first bannipg order was served

on me in terms of the Sn pression of Ccmmuniem Act
and prohibited me from attending gatherings of any
sort for a period of five years as from that date.
The second ban was in tenms of the Riotous Assemblies

Act, and prohibited me from being anywhere else in

the UniOn of South west Africa other than the

Magisterial District of Johannesburg for a period of
five years."

EQUALITY AND JUSTICE:

Questioned about the Defiance Campaign which the African National

Congress and the South African Indian Congress launoed On the 26th of June,

1952, Mrs. Joeegh replied:

"I was very deeply influenced by the Defiance Campaign. At that

time I was already a member of the Labour Party, but I cannot

say that I was really playing a very active part. I had

however, for some years been deeply moved by the'hardships and

sufferings of the millions of non-white people in South Africa.

"When the Defiance Campaign was launched, I followed it with I

deep interest, although I must say, to my sorrow, at a distance.

I observed the thousandsIopreotle who were prepared to suffer

the hardships ofIimprisonment in ordef to prove the hardness

of their life, in order to show the injustices under which they

were suffering.

"As the campaign went on, I became more deeply impressed with the

courage and determination and what appeared then and still

appears to me as the justice of this cause. I was particularly

struck by the Defiance Campaign, because of the years that I had

myself spent in India, where I had become very deeply conscious

of the passive resistance campaign inthat country.

"Towards the end of the Defiance Campaign, I felt that I could

no longer stans aside from the struggles of the nOn-white people,

and that I must align myself with them. It was therefore, My

Lords, in this mood, that I so willingly accepted the invitation

to join the provisional committee to establish the COngress of

Democrats, for in theCongress of Democrats I found an organisation

that stood uncompromisingly for equality and for justice for all

peeple."

CONGRESSES LND VIOLENCE:

Mrs. JoseEh said that to her OWn mind non-violenoe has always been
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implicit in the Congress Movement. The programme of the Congress Movement

is that whiBh is outlined in the 1949 Programme of ActiOn Of the African
Natibnal Gangress. That is the Programme which has been acoebted 33'
laying down the method of our struggle, not Only for the African National
Congress itself; but also fo? the other Congresses who have allied themselves
with the African National Congress.

l " It had sometimes been suggested that the Programme of ActiOn did
not say in so many words, we are pledged to noneviolence. "But my lords; I
want to emphasise that the whole concept of the Programme of ActiOn is one of
non-violenoe. To my mind, such a Programme set against the background of
the African National Congress and its history of struggle, could have no
other meaning but that of non-violence."

"It may well be that our own Constitution in our organisatiOns,
for example, the South African Congress of Democrats, or the Federation of
South African Women, don't use the word 'non-vinlenoe', but non-violenoe is
implicit in those Constitutions. All our campaigns, together with those of
the African National Congress, have been campaigns of non-violenoe; they
have all followed the methods outlined in the Programme of ActiOn.

"The Defiance Campaign was perhaps the first, perhaps the most _
dramatic; it set the seal of nOn-violence upon the programme that followed it."

Mr. Adams: "How would you explain the insistence of Cengress
speakers and writers On resistance to provocatiOn?"

Mrs. Josenh: "Although cur struggle is nOn-violent, we must
always realise that violence may be inflicted upon
the non-violent people. This has happened in other

ceuntries as well as our own".

BATQNS AND BAYONETS

Mr. Justice Bekker: "You have heard of the saying that it takes

two to makela party. Now What I can't quite
follow is in what circumstances were the
peoble warned that although your struggle
is nOn-violent,wit maylbe that violence is
inflicted on non-violent peoyle?"

 

Eys. JoseEh: "My Lord, it cancome about, for example, if a crowd
of people are given an order to disperse. The
authbrities giving that order may think the people
are not dispersing quickly enough and there may'
be shooting, baton charging, and bayonet stabbing,

"To say that these things can happen does not mean
that we plan any activity or any campaign expecting
it to happen, But it means that we warn the people
that non-violence in itself cannot be a sort of
armour against ever having any physical hurt
inflicted upon you."

Mr. Adams: "Mrs. Joseph, was there ever any intention by any of
the Congresses to subert the existing state?"

Mrs. Joseghs "There Was never any intention by any of the Congresses

to suhert theexisting state. By suhert I under-
stand 'tomoverthrow violently, or to destroy',
That was never the intention of the Congresses.

"The Congresses believe in and support the parlia-
mentary system."

Mr. Justice Rumpff: "The two-party system? Or multi-party
system?"
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Mrs. Joseghx "I don't know, my Lord, that I have ever analysed
it quite so deeply as that.. When I speak of the
Parliamentary system, I really meah the system of
electing the parliament of the country through
the Vote. It might be two party or multi-party.
I find it difficult myself to accept one party."

Mrs. Joseph said that the real objective of the Congresses was a
state which really belonged to all the people in South Africa. "We want to
modify it, to effect sweeping radical changes, but we want those changes to
be effected through the parliamentary system itself. That is why we say that
there must be universal franchise."

tyre. Josegh envisaged a state which was very much in form what it
is today - in other words, there would be the legislature, judiciary, police,
army. But they would no longer be confined to one racial group only.

EXTENDING THE VOTE:

Asked whether a non-violent programme could bring about a universal
franchise, Mrs. JoseEh replied:-

"I think that in"this country the universal franchise can be
brought about and I hope Very much that it will be brought
about through"a non-violeht programme." I have already Butlined
the methods and the way in whichmI thiak this can happen? It
will happen through both moral and economic pressure being
brought to bear on the present White electorate to concedathat
the vote must be extended to the nca-white people.

"The attitude of the Congress to the existing state and its
apparatus is that while We accept its form, we condemn its

composition. We condemn its oomposition because it is
confined to one racial group Only.

Mr. Adams: "When do you envisage this change might come about?"

Mrs. Josegh: "It is impossible to put it into any term of years.
This yielding of the white electorate to the pressure
that I, together with many others, foresee may not
come for some time. But as I see other countries in
Africa obtaining their independence, so I see that in
South Africa the time is also caning.

"To say that we were bent upon no legitimate
cohstitutional struggle is to imply that we had in
mind violent and forcible revolution. I want to
say that nothing has ever pointed to that, but in fact
to the very opposite. Our policies and cur programmes
have pointed all the way through to the fact that we
h0ped and intended to achieve our ends by peaceful
mbthods, by the methods of moral and scanomio pressure
0n the white electorate.

-. -.

"We hoped to achieve our ends through parliament itself. I
And I deny further this guggestioa that we must have known
that our course of action would inevitably result in a
violent collision with the state? resultininn its
subversion. My Lords, we know no"such thing. Our
aotivities, our campaighs were plahned and carried out

in order to avoid violent collision. We have taken
particular care to see that our demonstrations, that
our conferences were carried out in a legal manner.

At this stage Mr. Nelson Mandela, on behalf of the accused, again
asked whether they could be given more time to examine exhibits.
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Mr. Justice Rumpff: "YBu will have to look at the exhibits
in the time available? If you reqhire
more time at any given date, you can put
your case to us."

NON-VIOLENCE AND DEATH

Continuing her evidence on 3rd June, Mrs. JOSeBh said that it
was considered necessary for theCongresses contidEEIly to warn the people
that they must beiprepared to Suffer, even to face death. She gave examples
of how people when engaged in non-violent activities are liable to have
violence inflicted up0n them, even unto death.

In Benoni and in Sophietown during the 1951 Stay At Home people
were fired upon by the police because they failed to comply quickly enough
with orders todisperse. The most extreme form of violent action was taken
against them, and people died as a result.

Mr. Justice Rumpff: "Were you present On those occasions?"

Mrs. Josepha "No, My Lords, I am speaking now from what is, I
think,comm0n knowledge. There were other
examples, My Lord.

"There was an occasion in East London where a
praYer meeting was held for which permission had
been obtained from the authbrities. The polibe

force arrived at this meeting; rightly or wrangly
assumEd that the masting was not in fact a prayer
meeting, and gave an order tordisperse. The
period stipulated was five minutes. It was
afterwards admitted by the police"that the order
to shoot was given after three minutes, and people
died as a result. I have just two more examples,
My Lord, which fall into the period of the Indict-
ment.

"The first was in March, 1956. It took place in
Klerksdorry where a large number of people gathered
at the office of the Location Superintendent, where
they had expected the official: to meet them there
to discuss some grievances. The officials, however,
did not meet the people assembled there. The
police arrived and called upon the people to disperse,
and once again the failure to disperse within a very

limited time led to the opening of fire, and people
were injured as a result.

"My last exampIe, my Lords, is in Vlakfontein,
towards the End of 1956, when a large crowd of
African"women also"gathered at the office of the "
Locatibn Superintendent to express their resentment

at being called upon to take out reference books.

A similar incident occurred, and the women were

fired upon. It was afterwards stated to the women

that the Location Superintendent had called upon

the police to take this action, and a clear
impression was given to the Women that the Location
S&perintendent had gone beyond his duties and he was
in fact immediately removed from that Location.

"I quote these examples, my Lords, because theydo
appear tn me to give a clear reason why we do

consider it necessary to explain to the people that

even although our methods are non-violent and our

whole struggle is nonsviolent, the people must

realise that personal sacrifice may be entailei

end that there may be occasiOns when despite all
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preoahtiOns $here is a possibility of physical
violence being inflicted upon the peeple."

eBUS BCYCOTTS AND REVOLUTION

" Mrs. JoseRh wentvon to reject the Crown's allegation that
Congresses used"every grievance or local issue such as bus boycotts, to
achieve a violent revolution.

"We have always attempted not to exploit grievances, but to take
them up to try and see that these grievances should be redressed.
The very examples which the Crown has quoted, the question of
bus fares, is something which plays an enormous part in the
lives of thousands of people."

Mr. Justice Rumpff: "We know the grievanbes, Mrs. Joseph. We
heard them and we know how important they
may be. The question was whether
grievances were used by the Congress
Alliance to achieve the change of state,
not merely to redress the grievances.

Mrs. Joseph: "I was trying to show that such issues were not
used in the sense of exploiting, but because they
are fundamental to the 00ndition of the people,
they are part and parcel of the struggle for
freedom. Therefore, the question of using them
or exploiting them to my mind falls away."

Mr. Adams: "Could you tell us in what way the Defiance Campaign
had an effect upon the white electorate?"

Mrs. Joseph: "It made a great many white people, think serioasly,
poasibly for the first"time, about the position of
the non-white people in South Africa."

CLOSING THE FiCTORY

Mr. Adams: "would it be correct to compare extra-parliamentary
activity with collective bargaining?"

Mrs. Joseph: "There is a very direct relationship, particularly
in the case of the Defiance Campaign as an example
of parliamentary activity. The Defiance campaign
can be compared to activity, for example, in a
factory or in an industry, Where the workers
themselves decide that they must take some action
to improve their conditions, and so a strike results.

"In such a case neither the employer nor the workers
sees the end of the strike as being the bankruptcy
of the employer or the closing down of the factory.
Both sides know that, after strong opposition from
both sides, either or both sides will have to make
concessions in their own interests.

"My compariSOn with the Defiance Campaign lies in
this, that I do not concede that the Defiance
Campaign would ever, even if it had been carried on
uninterrupted, have reached the point Where the
country would have becn plunged into chaos. Long
before this point could have been reached it would
have been realised that eoneessions of some sort
would have to be made, and negotiations would have
started."

Page 9/... Mr. JustiqngumEff 



 

-9-

Mr. Justice Rugpff: "Is the position in this case asihr as the

state is cancerned, that the workers in the

factory intended to take over the factory?"

Mrs. Joseph: "No, my Lords."

Mr. Justice Rumpff: "And to work it for their common interests?"

Mrs. Josegh: "No, my Lords, bat the workers in the factory are

struggling for improvement in their conditions."

Mr. Justice Rumpff: "I am really putting it on the basis of the

Freedom Charter?"

Mrs. Josepha "The Freedom Charter, my Lords, is a long term

objective. The Defiance Campaign was waged against

six specific Acts and was for their repeal."

THE THREE LECTURES

QuestiOned about the importance of the three lectures, "The World

We Live In", "The Country We Live In" and "Change is Needed", Mrs. Jose h

replied:-

"It"is hot my recollectiOn ih so far as my own organisatiOns are I

cancerned i.e."the 52A. Congress of Democrats and the Federation

of South African Women, that we attached an enormous amount of

importance t6 these lectures. They wEre accepted ae a basisIfor

dishussioh in the branches, but I am not aware of any profound

significance they attached to them.

Dealing with the lecture "The World We Live In" Mrs. Joseph said

she disagreed with several statements in it. Commenting on the second lecture,

"The Country we Live In", Mrs. Joseph said:-

"I would, myLords, disagree with the shtement that the laws of

South Africa grow out of the needs of rulers of the country, the

Imperialiste and their allies, the big farmers. I agree the laws

grow out of the needs of the rulers of the country, but I would

interpret that as being the white rulers of the country and I would

not describe them as imperialists,or if I didg it would be only

in a very limited sense. Stress ought to have been laid on the

purpose of lawa to keep the white people in their privileged po-

SitiOn.

"I wouldn't accept that the keeping of wages low and profits high

would be the only motive for the Acts that have been quoted here.

I would not agree that the bolstering up of European workers on

a privileged wage system really flows from the profit motive of

imperialism. I see it in terms of the maintenance of white

supremacy."

Mrs. Joseph then described the centents of the third lecture, "A

Change is Needed", and went on:-

"Certain suggestions are made which the writer o0nsid3rs would be

essential for a People's Democracy. These suggestions would be

fouhd ii any Bill of Rights. The? have eesentiellybias but I

maintain that they are nbrmal demands which could be framed by a

people seeking indePEndenoe, and multi-raoial democracy."

ARMS 1ND THE CHARTER

Mr. Adams: "What is the significance of the adoption by the

Congresses of the Freedom Charter?"

Mrs. Josegh: "It provided u long term objective which would be

considered as the ultimate goal of the Congress

Movement. It crystallised the desires of the people."
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Mr. Adams: "Wbuld the realisation of the demands set out in the
Freedom Charter necessarily involve the complete
smashing of the entire State apparatus in its present
form?"

Replying that this was not the case, Mrs. Joseph cantinueds-

"We beliEve theEe demands can behaohieved through Bur non-violent "
methods, by parliamentary and extra-parliamentary activities and by pressure on
the white electorate itself."

Mr. Adams asked Mrs. Joseph whether, in their etruggle for
political reforms, the Accused contemplated criminal violence or militany
operations on some censiderable scale. Mrs. Joseph replied:n

"No, my Lords, I cannot admit that we ever contemplated violence,
and as for military operations onsome considerable scale that
appears to be beyond the realms of possibility. As far as I am

aware the organisation to which I belong has no militia, n6 arms,
no plan, no planes. I find it a totally unrealistic and incbm4
prehensible suggestion My Lord. The Congress Movement is a non-
violent movement."

Mr. Adams; "For what purpose were volunteers required?"

Mrs. Joseph: "Primarily to assist in the organisation of the
people, but also to assist in the campaign against
the Western Areas Removal Scheme."

Mr. Adams: "Were the Freedom Volunteers to your knowledge a
semi-militany shock brigade?"

Mgs. Josephs "Far from it. Thevolunteers asI knowthem, both
through being one and through having worked with the
volunteers in other congresses,'were not at all formed
in the sense of a shock brigade."

Mr. Adams: "What formalities did you go through to become a
Freedom Volunteer?"

Mrs. Josegh: "The bnly formality that I compliedwith was that at
'a branch meeting of"theCongTessIof Democrats I signed
a form which contained the Volunteerst pledge."

SALVATION AND LIBTRATION

Questioned about a speech by Mr. Kathrada - one of the accused -
dealing with volunteers, Mrs. Joseph answered:

"It's a speech dealing with the tasks of the volunteers, to prepare
for the Congress of the People. It speake of them as the tOp
brigade of the army of national liberation in this country, but
the whole context of the speech does not imply that that use of'
the phrase 'the army of liberation' has any military cOnnotation
at all."

Mr. Justice Rumpff: "Is it correct to say that in scme countries

the army of Liberation has a military conno-
tation?"

Mrs. Josegh: "Yes, My Lord, I would say that it does in countries
where there is I militarised trouble, an armed
conflict, but here we speak of a peaceful, nondviolent
my. I:

Mr.Justioe Rumgff: "It has the same name?"

Mrs. Joseph: "It has the same name, my Lcrds, but so has the
Salvation grmy."
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MURDER AND DISCIPLINE

Referring to a speech by Accused 17, Mr. Resha, in November 1956,

Mrs. Joseph said:-

"There is, I'm aware, one passage in this speech which might

call for comment. In this passage the speaker is emphasising

the importance of discipline. He points out that the key of the

volunteer is discipline.

"The speaker then goes on to draw a contrasts- 'When you are

disciplined and you are told by the organisation not to be

violent you must not be violent; if you are a true volunteer

and you are called upon to be violent, you must be absolutely

violent - you must murder, murder'.

"my Lords, I find this an extremely violent contrast to use by

way of eXample, but read into the framework of the Whole speech

it does notIconvey to me anything more than a violent illustration

of discipline."
m -n --

Mr.JUstice Rumgff: "What do you mean by a violent illustration?"

Mrs. Josegh: "I mean a violent example; using violent language."

Mr. Justice Bekker: "There would be no room at aIlIfor a Violent

illustration in a policy of noneviolenoe?"

Mrs. Joseph: "That is so, but I also wanted to make the point that

the speaker was addressing not a public crowd, but

volunteers who must have been well aWare of the

policy of the Godgresses. Those volunteers could he

expected to see no more in this than an extremely

forceful example.

"Taken in the cOntext of the whole speech in which

there is no other suggestion of violence, I don't

find in this paragraph an incitement to violence."

Dealing with Bantu Education, Mrs. Josegh gave the reasons for the

Congress objections.

"That objection really flows from the statement made by Dr. Verwoerd

which implied the limitation of education to fit the African for

performing certain tasks Only."

Mrs. Joseph went on to say that the Congresses were Opposed to

teaching Africans just enough English and Afrikaans to allow them to understand

orders given in either of these languages.

The emphasis in"Bantu Education was to be on the mother toBgue.

This would haVe a serious and adverse effect up0n educatiOn of children who were

becoming urbanised and whose families had intermarried.

POLICE AND PROVOCATION

Replyihg to a Question by Mr. JuEtioe Bekker,Iwho asked Mrs? Joseph

whether thereIwas not a COntradictiOn between her Btatement that she considered

the use of hundreds of armed police inSophiatOWn on the day of the removal to

be provocative, and the phrase in the document "Report of the Secretariat on the

Western Areas", which said "The aims should be to make it necessary for the

authorities to employ ever more and more forces to effect the removals",

Mrs. Joseph repliedz- _ r

"This statement in the Report of the Secretariat does not

necessarily refer to armed forces at all. It simply says 'the aim

should be to make the authorities employ ever more and more forces.

I do not think My Lords that it would be correct to assume that

forces meant armed forces. It could be, and I think was used in
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the sense of force in the sense of compulsiOn."

Mr. Justice Bekker: "What is the act of pravooation? The fact
that a policeman is armed or the fact that
a policeman is present?"

Mrs. Joseph: "The number of police and that they were armed,

and that there Was a display of armed force 0n the
day of the remoVal. I think it is correct t6 say
that a policeman is always armed to some extent
in South Africa."

WAR iND THE PEACE COUNCIL

" " Mrs.vJose2h was then cross-examined by seVeral other accused
persons, including Mr. Legzz who prefaced his questions by telling the Court

that "the Peace Council was never part of anymorganisational conspiracy with

other organisations mentioned. The Peace Council was basically concerned with

the general question of peace and war, and not with social, political or

economic change.I 'It did not embrace any exclusive political ideology save

its aim 6f obtaining maximum support from all sections in favour of world

peace, and was not part of a conspiracy to overthrow the Capitalist system in

South Africa."

Under cross-examinatiOn by Mr. Levy, Mrs. Joseph said that the

Congress Movement supported the struggle for national liberation and opposed

imperialisn "because it believes that all pe0ple have a moral and social

right to govern themselves and to determine their own Iuture." She said the

S.A. Peace Council's interest in the national liberation and its criticism

of imperialism were connected because Oppression by force of the subject peOple

was a threat to peace. It was the view of the Peace Council that as lOng as

there was foreign rule over colonial countries there was a possibility of

violent conflict. This might in turn lead to the extension Of that conflict,

possibly between the major powers - which could result in a world war.

The South African Peace lenCil at no time adopted any policy

that the Government should be destroyed. It was not concerned with theI

GOVErnment other than in relation t6 peace. It never expressed any opinion

upon how the South African Government should be fought.

SUPREMACY iND SOCIALISM

Qn the 15th June Mr. Liebenber , for the Crown, oross-examined

Mrs. H. Joseph.
-. -.

Mr.Liebenbergz "Did White supremacy arise in South Africa as a

result of the socialist system?"

Mrs. Joseph: "my Lord, I was not aware that there was a socialist

system in South Africa. I don't really see howl

White supremacy could therefore arise from it in

South Africa."

Mr. Liebenberg: "I would like you to say whether the Congress of

Democrats had any definite view about the existence

or otherwise of capitalism in South Africa?"

. Mrs. JoseEh: "My Lord, as far as I can recall the Congress of

Democrats never expressed any policy in relation to

capitalism. I do not recall that we did. Our policy

was for racial equality, and for the universal

fg'tehise, and although I think there was an acceptance

t; "teapitalism played its part in the creatiOn of the

Si; Hygbn in South Africa, I don't recall that we ever
had gay expressed policy either for or against capita-

113m."

  
  

 

Mr.Liebenbergs "We can get on a lot more quickly, Mrs. Joseph,
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if you make thisoonoession, that the capitalist
system is the cause of the colour bar system in
South Africa?"

Mrs. Jpseghz "myLords, I have already said that it is regarded as
a contributory cause. I have made that concessiOn."

Mr.Liebenberga "What do you suggest are the other causes which
contriiute t0 the existence of the colour 3ar system?"

Mrs. Joseghs "My Lords, that would involve me in a very long
discussion. I think one of the main causes is the "

desire of the white group ta maintain their position
of privilege."

CHANGE OR ELIMINATION

Mr. Liebenbergt "Mrs. Joseph; let me get itIclear. Did you
enyisage economioMohangES in South Africa in the
sense that you wanted an eliminatiOn of the
capitalist system?"

Mrs. Joseghx "my Lords,II waSted to reduce the economic inequalin
tiesf'I dOn't know whether it is possible to
eliminate thEm altogether; I have never tied myself
to the elimination of the system of capitalism. Ih

factI think I have said that I believe in a certain
amount of free enterprise."

In reply to another guestion Mrs. Joseph eaid that she Wanted full
political, legal and social equality and full opportunities for economic equality

..
in South Africa for aLL races.

Mr. Liebenberg: "May IIsuggest to you that full voting equality
would not have solved your problems on your viewa?

Mbs. JeseEhL "My Lords, I can't accept that suggestion. I believe
that the extension of the franchise to everybody will
eventually solve our pbcblems. I don't foresee an

immediate solution."

Replying to Mr. Justice Bekker; Mrs. Joseph said that the three
lectures were intended as a basis for discussion. The questions asked at the end

of each letture went further than the lectures; they were thought-provcking
questions.

Rr.Liebenbergs From 1953 onwards at any rate, you found yourself
in contact with members of the former Communist Party?"

Mrs. Josegh: "That is so, my LBrds, although thathas never"anythiig
that was in my mind at the time? In our organisation,
my Lords, we were really not concerned with the indi2
vidual IdeolOgies of our members. We were united in
a common purpose.

Mr. Libenbergs "And do you honestly say that you never discussed
Communist theory with any of them?"

Mrs. Josegh: "I can honestly say My Lords, that I did not ever_
discuss Communist theories with the members of the

Congress of Democrats."

Mr. Liebenberg: "To put it mildly, Mrs. Joseph, I suggest that you"
were not very kindly disposed towards the government
of the country?"

Mrs. Jtsegh: "That is so, My Lords."
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