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Womens’' Initiative E il 4
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Eou.ind of talltgs bgt\;vee:;
elegates of politica P | A
parties to the Conven- /J( — % 6:' /
tion for a Democratic \\ ‘//\ H L M
South Africa:) will begin
in Johannesburg. ’ : :
Though women'‘make %/ A P e
up 53% of the South Afri- \ \ i \ \"\
can population, ‘they

play a small part in this ;
decision-making pro- “\'\(i)l\\
cess, which will deter- =

mine their future.

At the first round of
Codesa talks, women .
were represented by C;, /@)‘«Jéﬁ
fewer than 7% of the del-
egates. |

Many South Afru:an I
women — largely subject | \
to their hushands’- and ‘ I\‘
social strictures — are S "
outraged by this denial | A reut o
of their right to reason-
able representation. il

Protests by women'’s “ | oaJo
groups have so far been TR o gt 4
fruitless.

S ph

We appeal to anyone e -
concerned, not only with ) v A {’ F A {'l/l/\.,\_,
women’s rights, but with

the normal democratic ) "\\\
process, to help us put B (‘\ AW
pressure on the parties Lo &>

involved.in Codesa.. ~, - - R

I‘cll'hey mnsthack'now-_' A A((/./ H {

edge our-right to par- 3 1

ticipate fully in‘deci-" Cf/‘# VL%

sitlm‘sl_a_bé)uéour future. i A N
ndividuals or organi- ;

sations can help us by ! “\dO« * Q/J( eSS

addressing protests, to:, =

The Management Coun- |

cil, Codesa, Box 307, D

ISANDO 1600, South i g | £
Africa, or faxing th:rg to (‘J ¢ MA (., \Lz anl

(011) 397-2211.
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Women
denied a
fair say in

therr future

From JENNIFER CRYS-
WILLIAMS and JEN-
NY HOBBS, The
Womens' Initiative
(Bryanston):

IN MARCH the decisive

round of talks between

delegates of political
parties to the Conven-
tion for a Democratic

South Africa will begin

in Johannesburg.

Though women make
up 53% of the South Afri-
can population, they
play a small part in this
decision-making pro-
cess, which will deter-
mine their future.

At the first round of
Codesa talks, women
were represented by
fewer than 7% of the del-
egates.

Many South African
women — largely subject
to their husbands’ and
social strictures — are
outraged by this denial
of their right to reason-
able representation.

Frotests by women's
groups have so far been
fruitless.

We appeal to anyone
concerned, not only with
women's. but with
the normal democrati
process, to help us pu}
pressureon the partie!
involved .in Codesa. -

They must acknow-
ledge our right to par-
ticipate fully in deci-
sions about our future.

Individuals or organi-
sations can help us"
addressing protests, toz,
The Management Coun- :
cil, ‘Codesa, "Box 307,
ISANDO fxeoo South
Africa, or faxing them to"
(011) 397-2211.
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The Bookshop
P.O. Box 171
Observatory
Cape Town
7925

4/3/92
Dear Madams
Thank you for your letter dated 19/2/92.

We have received quite a steady stream of letters on the question
of the representation of women at CODESA . This we obviously
appreciate because there can be no running away from the fact
that present society is totally male dominated and any attempt
to jog society’s conscience on this issue is very welcome.

From our point of view the representation of women at CODESA is
not directly CODESA’s responsibility but is really the
responsibility of each and every Party that constitutes the
CODESA process.

However in recognition of the seriousness of this matter, CODESA
has gone some way within the ambit of its function to deal with
the issue of women’s participation in the CODESA process.

At its meeting of 13 January 1992, CODESA'’s Management Committee
"agreed that each Working Group shall determine ways and means
by which women’s and other interest groups which are not
participants in CODESA, may make submissions to that Working
Group on matters relevant to its Terms of Reference.

The meeting further agreed that Management Committee members
nshould draw to the attention of their respective organisations
the importance of involving women representatives in the CODESA
process" by among other things:

- debating this matter at constituency level

- applying for permission to appoint additional advisers to the
Management Committee to address plenary ~ions on the
understanding that these should be wome

- debating this matter with women’s organisations at constituency
level;and

- appealing for more women delegates to the plenary sessions.
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over and above this, even CODESA’s Declaration of Intent (5a)
goes a long way towards addressing this issue by declaring to set
in motion a process ensuring that the new constitution will
ensure that "South Africa will be a United, democratic, non
racial and non-sexist state."
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