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Nasionalis / Nationalist

0

Women’s rights: what are
we doing about it?

Lynette Steenkamp inter.
V'E:vs the Minisgter of
Justice.

“MORE women for CODE-
SA."

“Women must have a say in
writing the new constitud-
On."

“We need a separate Char-
ter of Women's Rights,”
“Affirmative action must
redress historical backlogs
due to discrimination
against women.,"”

It is enough to make any
right-thinking feminist want to
get in there and bum her bra.

The ANC has beear quick to
jump onto the bandwagon of
women's rights and is explei-
ting its emotional potential to
the full Nationalist took the
question to Mr Kobie Coetsee,
the Minister of Justice: What
are WE doing abour it?

It did not take long to realise
that actually a great deal has
been done about it. particular.
ly during the ten years that Mi-
nister Coetsee has been in the
hot seat, One by one discrimi-
natory laws have been amen.
dad or repealed t0 make way
fou better laws.

Remember the days?

Remember the days when a
woman teacher automatically
lost her permanent post if she
got married?

Remember when a divorce
almost inevitably meant a raw
economical deal for the wo-
man?

Remember when women
married in community of pro-
perty could not sign contracts?

These are only a faw exam.
ples. The reforrns that have ta-
ken place hava also not been
confined to laws pertaining to
Whites. A Black woman mar-

ried under civil law enjoys -

exactly the same rights as any
other.

Stumbling blocks

What about customary law?
The injustices done 1o miack
women under this law arg still
glaring, but concept legislation
is in the pi e. The hitch,
however, is the TBVC states.

Mr Costgee explaing that it is
in the best interests of all that
reforms along these lines be as
uniform as possible throug:
hout South Africa

There's a neighbouring go-
vernment or two, it would
seem, that are not quite as keen
to emancipate their women as
they are to lobby for human
rights.

So it is, in fact, Black govern.
ments that are delaying impro-
vements to the Black wamen
and not the much-maligned
South African government.

As far as remaining statuto-
ry discrimination is concer.
ned, the Law Commission has
been fine-combing the books

and has just come up with re-.

commendations for removing
any last vestiges,

Level playing fleld

It would certainly appear,
then, that the government has
done and is doing {ts utmost to
level the playing fields as far as
women are concerned. Yet the
perception certainly exists and
is cuitivated by the ANC that
discrimination against women

" is allve and well in the RSA.

How now, Mr Minister?

“Legislation alone cannot
change the way society works.
Centuries of male chauvenist
thinking created a society whe-
re women were perce{ved to be
inferior. Prejudices thus for-
med salidified into norms and
values. Only education can, in
time, eradicate society's way of
thinking about women.

First, Third World

“The first world part of
South Africa has benefitted
from the general emancipation

|

of women to such an extent
that shouid 2 woman from that
milieu choose to fight discrimi-
nation she would have the me-’
dia with her to rally public op-
inion and probably win.
“However, it's another story
for the third world woman in
our country. She remains
caught up in suech a strongly
chauvenistic society that she
would simply not be capable of
seeking redress even if custo-
mary law were not in place.
The slow education process
must first take its coursa.”

Logical explanation -
The ANC connection?

. Mr Costsee comes up with a
surprisingly logical explanati-
on: -

When the ANC were banned,
its leaders (men) were nearly
all imprisoned or out of the
¢country. The women like Win-
nie Mandela and Albertina Si-
sulu took over the reins of the
struggle. When the men came
back, out went the women.

Now, when influential wo-
men are hurting from that kind
of treatment, and millions of
women followers are hurting
from the inherent inequalities
of customary law and polyga-
my what better tactic than to
champion women's rights, offe-
ring that (feigned?) concern as
a oD and slyly connecting per-
ceived past racial prejudices of
a white government with pre-
sent prejudice against women?

Clever,

The loudest call at present !
for a Charter of Women's
Rights ~ a bulky conglomerat.
on of laws, private and public
designed 10 advance the cas
for affirmative action.

This charter would be in a
dition to 8 Charter of Fund
mental Rights.

The minister shakes h
head. He almost pleads. Wome
must not-make the mistake
refusing to be a person an
more. It took a long struggle 1
her to overcome the prejudi
of centuries and attain that st

‘tus. By applying a type of seg

rate sexism, she could end
destroying much that has be
achieved in the dellcate are:
of breaking down prejudices.

Equality guaranteed

He adds quickly, though. th
the equality of women muat
guaranteed, but within the p
posed Bill of Fundamen:
Rights - not exclusively.

Such a blll would do mueh
address specific praoblems
discrimination not yet cover
by existing laws.

In addition the governm
is very carefully consider
becoming a signatory to the
ternational UN Convention
Women's Rights, This will ;
women's rights in South Afr
on still more of an even Kee
the future.

A thinker, this ministe
reflect as [ leave the intervi
And a reformer too.

Maybae it will not be nece:
ry to burn the bra after all.

VROUEKLUR WORD VEERTIG: Van links i{s mevv. Gerda Bekker (voorsitter van die Na
nale Vrouekiub), Martina Botha (gencoide spreker) en Milda Swanepoel (persskakel
dia viering van die Nasionale Vrouskiub sa vasrtigste vatjaardag.
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