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HUMAN RIGHTS

Status of International Instruments

as at 31 December 1991

' Update: Chart of ratification, see foreword to Emma
Right: - Status of International Instrument: (ST/HR/S),
United Nations publjmtion (Sales No. 8.871(1V.2); replaces ,
text of 31 March 1991. I

. . cu . xxxmxmew-ugvr

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9
3a g a a
) -I

i"? .- g E"
"' u a a
g Q 0 O a E U u: a a
:u-u :- u z E P. 5 u: g u, 3. X 0"

o W :3 w : 9. u: -' w :'
ngXSggigzg-gwgcugwwg-EEEEE ?EEE-gggg u
aggagagngaXEEE-fy322355333E3ggz'as'5 E
nonuni'EEOB'5:HB':S':352%S'8 3-5..s';-;-S 2

International Canaan! on Economic.
X X X " X X X X X X X X X X x X E Sociallnd cwmukum

a International Covenant on
if " x X x 2: x X . x P: . x x 3 Chaudrommtmmx

N s Optional Prolocol w the International
X X X X X X X X 3 Covenant on Civiluud Palm"! Right:

Stcoud Optional Protocol lo the lnlmlicnnl
" X : Cannon! on Civil and Political Rixlm aiming

a! (II: abolin'on o/Ihz death penalty

a u X In... ' ' C. J. . on the r" '
x ).( x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x g x 3 o/AIIFormxo/Ruhlbhm'mimlbn

x International Convention on (he Saturation
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x e Whanenro/lthimtaprmbeid

- u- o u n X International Convuuian auilm
X X X X X X X X X a ApulheidinSpom

a K Convention on the Prnumon 1nd
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 3 human! oltlu Oinualccnocidc

x Convention on the Non-Appliubilvy of
X X X X X X 3 Statutory Limitation: Io War Gina

' 1nd Oima unilm Humanity

x. x' x xx x xxxxxxxx x - xx. x- - " E ConvmlicnonIhtRighuo/lhtamd

X X a X .- X X X c X .- X X X X X X X X X X X .- : Convention anthetliminuion afAn
: Farm: 0/ Dixcdmiqzlion nninxt Woman

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 5 Convention on III: Palin'ulRight: 0! Women
&

x x u- x x X X E Convention on the Nubmli -
X X X X .L" ofMaria! Women 0

X X X X X X : Conrnmbn an Carma! to Marriage. Minimum
: Au/orMn-rian andRexixmxion ofllnmg'a

X X n X a X X X X X 2 Convention cninxt Torture Ind olha Owl.
o n n o L'. lnhuman or Degradin; Truman! or Mithau

x x x x x x x x x x x x " g amry Convention onm

X X X X X X X X X E 1953M1mlammdin1rhcl926 Conmliou
X

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x E weanmmnonmnnmu
 

Svpplmmmry Convention on the AboEIbn

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X xxx X X X XXXXXX XXXX XXX E o/Shvay.msunrnde.uumum
X whaaicusmihnqSh-my

Convention for the Suppression ofllu mm:
X X X X X X X X X X X X x E infermnandaf 1h: Exploitation clue

X hunimtion vlolhm

xx x xx g r 'onuunJ-are-
u

K Conmu'on relatlnuo thz"
. X X X X X X X X 3 Sum: ofSuulcn Person:

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x g Conmmn relatinxmthe Sum: olRtfvnu

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X x g hulmlnluinuomtfmmofkellm

Convenibn on the riglmo nl win
2- unnd number:onanE"

- 93%????"??EEEgESgE5?"g5?E5E5E$5 ?
9: naggg aEEEEE'o EE-g' 3 33:50:; 5LX- e:- 5.n.n_E i-n_r :-
) 8 g g a .1, U E 2 o a E E . _.

5: 9 g; 5 9 a a
E E w
:u 53 E a g
a a 9$22.. .. I:a    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U
0

S
.5

9 g
m a g
'2 E d n
.'.'. x Na a n O O
_ m 5 'U n O,

C) C: m 5; szUU'o g 89 09. .. 0 __ 0 P- n- 2. ...a 90: Do :13 rgezms 32 w: :2 09 mag o
saggia srvsosaaa 5:322 iEQSagsaQQ E"
98-%Fg age: :Eaeas Ezixa a-Eziaoer5 a

Inumalicnal vatnlnl on Economic.
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X E SocialnndOalmrcIRilhu

x Inlmliorul Covenant on
x 5 5 a x x x x 5 o o x )5 3 GranndPaliliuIRighu

Oplianll Protocol lo the lnurnalioml
5 X x x x X . x X x X . X x X a Covenant on Grinndhlmulkixhn

Second Optional Protocol to the IMUII'DMI

X X " " : Covenant on Civil and Political Ritknlinlin;
a! nu abolition a/ the death penalty

.- s International Conmmbn on III: Eunn'' (bu
x x xxx xx xx; x ; xxxxgx xxx L. ofAllFormxofRuiale-rinuulion

qumlional Convention on (In Suwion
)5 X X X X X X X X X X x X Eh andfunidmcnr o/lhz Oimcoprutlcid

u .- .. a X ImmxioulConmubn (taint!
)5 x x x x x x 3 ApulheideSporl:

a % Cannmion on (he Prncnn'an 1ndxxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxx x xxx : hmMmofmomwm'M'

s aanmulon on the Nan-Appliablllty of
x x x X x x 8 Statutory Limitationno Wu Dimes
' 1nd Oimu uainu Humanity
 

X' XXX. XX XX XXX XXXXX XXXXX 'X' X Cannuliononlhckixhno/lhtamd

 

Connmion on (he Elimlun'on ofAll- .XXXX X XX XXXXXX XX X XXX XX FormofDiscrinliqalianauinnllbm

 

X X X

(I
II

(I
II

In
!)

X X X X X X X X " X X X X X X X X X X Oaunmion on rhIPolmalnghu ofibmal  
 

-. - --...-. . _.__ ,_ --A

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

x x x x x x x x a a X Convention on the National"
.5 ofMu-n'cd Women y

" x " x x x X X n 2. Convention on CanmuoMnmgm
& Anfor Mnriau Ind qunmiou altrnha

a n .- X Conventionaninn Tomm-ndarllaOvd.
g: X g g X X ()5 4-): X X - . X x X S lnhumnorDepadiI-u Tmtrnentorhnixhnuu

X x X X X X X X . x X X X X " g anury Conventionc/HZG

x X X X X X X X E I953Pmtomlammdinuh11926 Coomn'on
X

x x x X x x X X X X E Slow Cannurion 0/1931an
y

Supplementary Cannmion on 1h:Abiliti-
XXX XXX X 'XX X XX XXXX X E o/SbmJllemnTndcmdlnm

X tndhuucn Similar to Savoy

Canmtion for the Suppmrion ntnk mm:
)5 X X X X X X - X X x X E hrmnxadaflheiprmlbnolit

X Prostitution ofolhm

x ' " x x g Convention on the Eductionomem

v: . .
3 Convention relating to the

X X x x x - X x I .5 Slum ofSunlcnPm

xxxxx xxx x XXXX XXXX xx xxx xxx 3. ConventionrehtWruMSmuxofkdwen

XXXXXXXXX 'XXXX XXXX XX XXX xxx 3 hotmlrrluiulolhcmmolkcm

Ovnmmon on the rkhuo munch?!
g andlhunanbenafthdr/

OOOOOOX'HE'HME! E! U CO CO C O y.:5 g5g35-EagpgggitgsaSESgEngzs
28 058E oEa-nn. 35' 32"noc3-Oa
3 5r 9. 'g. 0; oEEsa-u - 9'3 3..

K E n. " 8 8 " n- 8 5- ? n g-
9. :I '2. 5 O 8

C) x o_ E 5'
o n

' (I

E '9
0 o

"'0

X
o
I

8  
 g___..__.______ __, _____,_._

 



n
m
u
l
m
r
qu
v
m
q
n

m
o
a
n

0
'
0
"
?
!

d
z
)
:
'
u
n
a

t_
al

do
ad
o
n

(
d
o
g
3
1
m
m
)
u
u
l

m
o
u
o
p
u
l

nu
sl
a-
nu
ln
g)

i
m
o
q
u
l
o
x
n
'
l

I
r
u
m
u
n
n

u
n
a
n
s
u
m
q
a
o
n

u
o
u
z
q
u

s
u
n
p
u
o
u

a
s
s
A
l
o
n

I
a
u
m
g

a
l
u
m
n
u
s

PI
NK
"!

b
u
l

 

lnltmlional Cayman: on Economic
50:11! 1nd Cultural Ruin:

International Covenant on
On? and Political R'ulm

Omicul PIOIOCOI to (he lnnmn'onul
Covenant on O'vn'l 1nd Political Right:

Second Optional Proton! w the International
Covenant on C771? and Palin'ul Ruhr: liming
u (h: abolilion of (h: death penalty

 

X X

X
X

X
X
X
X

X X X

I X

 

X
'
X
X

X X

X

 

 

International Conraubn an Ill: Elimination
of All Farm: ofRuh! Dixmnimmn

lnmnamul Cannmn'on on the Supprznbn
Ind mathwcnr of the Gina ofApmhcid

International Convention qn'nn
Apmheid in Spam

 

 

 

Cannnrn'an on the Prevention 1nd
hunwmum of 1):: Dim: o/thoch

Cnnnnln'on on the Non-Appliabilily 0/
Statutory Limitation: to War Gina
and Gina aun'nm Humanity

Cannnln'on on the Rim: oftin: OM!

 

Ia
)

 

(0
ll

 

Convention an (In Elimhurlon o/Au
Form: a/ Dixn'miuu'oncum Woman

Convention on line Political Right: of Woman

   I
t
"

I
"
)

 

 

Convention on the Nllionaliry
ofMmum

Canmm'on on Consent to Marine. Milwaum
Anfar Mama: and qurmlion ofulrr'nqn

Convoltion uninxt Tomm andcum OWL
lnlnmun or Depldin; harm! Mhmixhnmu

Savoy Convention of1926

 

 

 

 

1933 Protocol unendin: (Inc 1926 Ounmubn

 

anery Convam'an oI1926 amundd

 

Supplementary Convention on the Abolinon'
elm. 1h: Sun Trude. andImam
andhunts Similar to Shun

Convention for theSumofIII: mm:
InPmand of III! Explolmbn 01m
houimn'on olorhm

(a
ll

In
!

Iu
l
(
m
(
m

In
!

(E
!)

 

(o
z!

 

r X onlhe-H'J X afS: ' 

 

Convention rdm'n; to (II: n
Sum 0/Stuck:Pm
 

Connmbn "hm: m (In: Sum ofkcfvcm

 

hotoeol nhlin: to (In: Sumoch/iqm

Cbnmtb'n on till nth" a worm
and the member:01M

 

 

bu
n

('
da
u
al
um
")

mi
n

a
m
:

(I
t)

(r
t)

((
0

Il
l)

Il
l)

N
'
H

I
m
x
n
o

v
a
n

0
'
1
t
h

u
o
m
q
o
q

'
d
o
u
1
m
g
g
a
m
m
a
o
n

P
W
W
I

m
o
u
o
p
u
l

'I
PU

I
Pu

'l
wl

m
u
n
"

n
m
p
u
o
H

m'
S
KI

OH

"
M
&
"
W
'
D

n
u
m
g

-
m
m
o
u
n
o

u
m
m
a
m
o
o
n

l
m
o
q
u
m
m
q

m
m
m
n

I
m
e
-
t
q
u
v
m
u
n   
  



a
m
o
q
u
m
m
'
l

v
m
n
u
a
n

u
m
m
a
u
p
a
n

M
m
u
w
n
r
a
m
I
q
u

m
o
a
n

oq
xo
so
'l

u
o
u
u
q
n

'
d
a
u
m
a
g
:
3
1
d
e
o
n

um
")
!

I
I
I
Q
M
X

M
u
s
)
;

un
px

ox
m
d
l
f

t
o
r
u
u
n
f

K
m
:

p
u
s
.

(
'
d
o
u
3
1
m
m
)
u
u
l

us
ou
op
ul

P
a
l
"
!

b
u
;

VI
PH
I

Pu
'l
33
l

J
u
l
i
a
n
"

:
u
n
p
u
o
H

u
s
n
o
"

ll
l'

H

u
u
l
A
n
o

n
n
e
m
-
n
u
l
n
g

u
a
u
m
g

z
l
u
u
m
u
n
g

m
u
s

 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X lnunmional Covenant on Ewnomit.
Social and cultural Ruhr:
 

X X X

'
X X

X

X
X

X
X

'
X X (t
)

I!
)

lmmulbu! Camm on
Civil 1nd Political Riglm
 

X
'
X
X

X X

X

X
'
X
X

X It
! Optional Protocol to (II: Inlmlln'alul

Council! on O'vil Ind Polaiul Right:
 

X 0)

Second Opu'oul Protocol to 1h: lnmmn'onnl
Conunl on Civil Ind Political Right: ninth;
u the ubollu'an a/ the dam penalty
 

XXXX X

cI
X 'XX X

Q
X (I
I 1 - r

C. ' on III: 5'" '
of All Form: ofRu'ul Dmu'on
 

XX XX XX X X
Q
X

International Convention on the Suppnm'on
1nd hnkhmult of III: Dim: ofApmheid
 

XX' X m
(9
/

Inlmn'onal Conventionum
Apartheid in Spam
 

X
X
X
X

I

XXXX XXX XX X Convention an the haulle and
Puntdlmm olthe Dim: o/Gmcidt
 

X (6
) Conmubn an the Non-Appliabiliry 0/

Statutory Limitation: (0 War Gina
and Dime: aniun Humanity
 

.unxxx . .x
Convention on the R3)": ofthe 04114

 

XX' X X 'X Convention on (h: Elimination ofAII
Form: of Dimimiulbn cubm Women
 

X'XXX X X X
X
X
X  (

w
m
l

lo
!)

Convention on the Political Rixhn' of Women

 

 

X Convention on the Nationality
oann'd Women
 

Convention on Cam! to Marine. Mammal
AuforMurine 1ndquxmtiuofmu
 

9
X

3
X Convention uninn Tm1nd 0010 Owl.

lnhuwn or Dmudin: Truman or Punishment
 

XX' Savvy Convam'on ofI925

 

1951 Protocol amending III! 1926 Convention

 

X
X
X
3
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
9
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

Nam Convention 0/1926 :1 mended

 

X X X X X

(5
1/

m
;

la
!

(n
)
(
m

In
)
1
w

Supplmmtuy Convention on Ill: Abolition
of.909). (h: an: Trude. and lmitulbllt
and Mata Similar toM
 

Convention for 1h: Suppnabu ollln mm:
In run:and 0/1h: Exploim'na ofllu
nonhuman clothe:
 

r ' cum") 0/5: ' 

 

XX X
Canumbn rdm'nx In (In:
Sum ofSulclq:rm
 

Convention nluin; Io III! Sum: ochfunu

 

X X X
X
X
X

X X X X harem!"Min; to the SumofktMm

 

(r
t)

(e
r
(
w
(
w

m
)

lo
t)

Ommibu on III: rill" 0 II why!
and the number ofrm
 

i
m
o
q
u
m
n
n

W
I
N
"
!

Il
la
uu
ow
oo
n

Il
um
un
r
qu
v
m
a
n

W
N
W
!

q
u
'
V
I

u
o
u
t
q
o
q

11
31
1
11
13
0
Ip
ld
oo
d
o
n

1m
m)
!

I
m
m
x

M
u
a
x

m
m
o
l
-

In
du
;

n
p
u
n
f

K
i
m

lo
us

l
p
u
m
a

bu
!

('
do
u
al
um
")

"I'
ll

m
u
o
m

'I
PU

I
P
W
P
O
I

.
(
n
i
u
n
H

n
m
p
u
o
H

99
$
KI
OH

D
F
H

m
u
n
g

nu
tm
-w
nn
o

 

"
I
n
n
s

-
m
u
s
e
u
m
s

 m
u
:

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.5
I
'5
B

" z z

'5 - 3 " Z ' 2 ca.

335 $95; 0 0232? 5'9 zngg-S S 5%2 5.: E955": h
u- -" .... - _- w 3 _. " I B

5': 5": 3 2035-; Egzgango-lzggzgw-Tg E
5325335 2 :a-asiaga::ssesssnaaaaa :3

International Covenant on Economit.x x x x x x X X x x x x x x x x x E Sochlnndollrurnlkighu
' s Inunulianal Covenant on

?f 35 5 x i( x x 3: 5 x x x x x :5 x x 3 CivilandPolilialRixhu

x x x x x x x X X s Optiananralocol la the IIIIU'IIlIiOMI

X X X L" Canaan! on OW 1nd Politicalkilhu

K Strand Optional halocol Ia 1h: Inlmlicul

X " X X : COMMIIIOII O'vilandfolilialkighucimmx
u the nbolixion a/ the dam penalty

X X X X x X x X X X x x x X X x x x x x x x x x t lmznmionalConnmiononrhcmwnon
a- c' x of All Forms ofRncbl DimnuMX' lion

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 3. International Convention on th: Suppnn'bn
x and hmithm! ofthe Ohm of ApuLhdd

X X X " X X ' X " x x x x x i O - ?- lmmun'onal Convention um
X Apmhcid in Spam

X XX' XXX X XXXX XXXxxx xx ?- Cpnunnbnonlhehocmicnmd
X NAMMMI 01th: Dim: cl Gman'dc

Q Convention on III: Non-Appliabllily of

X X X X X X & Statutory Limitation: lo Wu Gina
and Gina uninu Humanity

XXXX'XX XXXX'XX X X"'X XXXXXX XX g Conventianonthrk'chuolthealild

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X E Convention on rheHimthion OIAII
: Form: a/ Dimbnimtian nuinn Woman

X X X X X X X X X X X X X .. X X X X X X X X X E Canvenlicn an thtPoIiliuleht: ofWonmu
x

A _ h-us-I

" X X X X X X X X X X 2 Convention on 1h: Nlll'olulily
.t' a/Mam'cd Women

X X X X X X : Convention on Cam to m::.Mhbnum
: Anfor Marriage and qunurion aIMuriua

:- a a X Canvmrion against Tanunnnd other Oud.

X X X X X % X % X X X e); 3 Iuhumn oqundin: Truman or hammer"

x - x x x x x x x x x x x E saver; Convention onm

x x x x x x x x x E I951hmocohmtndingthcl926Convention
x

X X X XXXXXXX XXX XXXX XX E gaveyConnnlioIIOIIPZGummdd

X Su anumry CanmuiononlhcAbolitbn
X X ' X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X E gfgvnthCSEchndmaldlmtlum

X and haaiu: Simillr Io_ Slavery

Convention for the Suppression of III: mm:

X X X X X ' X X X X X E turnout and ofNu Exploitation o! the
X Pmm'mnon ofothm

x x x E c. ' onlthJ o/S '

Convention relating to (h:

' X X '3 Sum: ofSunless Pusan:

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 3. Convention nblin: Io :htSurulochfvna

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x E homommmmmmmofmm

- .- - n Conmibu an the r&hao warty:
:2 adult maubcnoflhdr

'3 'E '6 1o 53 E; W s EEEEEEH; 5;55;%.z5g;5s%3 :e
Eucaggg g ggaaggzgg ggagag-Eisggsgg s

'- u.-

E- 52" X is: :angs ?E 85' 3
2 3 E e- 'e E

C) 9' X

8  
 

 



s
a
u
w
n
u
a
x
g
y
:
u
a
o
u
m
W
W
S

a
d
p
u
p
d
p
m
O
u
q
u
o
n
s

o
u
p
u
w
uu

s

'P
n'
l
W
F
S

m
u
m
s

W
W
N
P
m

"H
)l
W
W
S

I0
10
).

1
0
a
n
q
n
d
a
u

'
d
a
u
q
u
v
q
u
s

J
u
n
o

p
u
w
a
z
u
m
s

u
o
p
a
m
s

s
p
a
s
m
u
o
m
o
l
o
s

p
u
u
u
'
u
m
s

o
m
u
u
y
m
s

u
u
p
n
s

"
I
W
'
I
H
S

X
o
x

x
a
n
d
s

"
W
V

li
mo
s

u
m
m
o
s

a
l
o
d
n
i
u
g
s

o
u
o
a
1
u
u
a
l
s

I
a
u
a
q
a
x
a
s

"
3
9
m
g

'
N
'
J
V
I
P
M
S

 

International Covenant on Economk.
Social 1nd 011mm! Right:

International Covenant on
CM? and Political Right:

Optional Protocol to the International
Cannon! on G"? and Patina! Rklm

Second Optional Protocol to (In lnm-mional
Covenant on Civil and Political Riglm 11min:
at the abolition of (h: death penalty

X X X X

 

 

X
'
X

X

X

'
X

X

X
X

X

'
X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X

 

X X

 

International Convention an the Elim'utian
of All Fan-ru o/Racial Disa-immmian

Inlunalional Convention on m: Supp'ux'nn
cud hmishmnl! oftlu Ohm ofApanhid

International Convention galls:
Apmheid 11: Spam

Convention on (In Prnum'on 1nd
Punishment of (In Dim: o/ Gcnoa'dt

Conunrian on the Now!ppliabiiry cl
Sllmlory Unitarian: Io Wu Gina
1nd Dime: uliim Humanity

X X

(9
)

 

 

 

I3
)

(L
I

I9
)

 

(6
)

 

Cannntion on M: Rig)": 0/ III: Gnu

 

Conunu'on on (k: Eliminarbn ofAlI v
Form: of Discrimination 13mm Wanna
 

IU
I

(I
ll

(a
ll

X

Canuntion on thc Political Right: of lama: X  
 

 
Conmu'on on (Ill Nationality
ome-id Women

Convention on Caumu (a Haring Irina-
Anforum: and Registration alumina

Convention I(lin" Tenure ad 91b, Oval.
lnhumn or Dm-diau Trammu or '

 

 

xx
nu
 

X X X X Slury Convention 0/1926

 

X X X X X 1953 Protocol unending III: 1926 Canada.
 
 

Sllnry Convention 0/1926 amaid

In
!
(
M

I9
"

Ir
!)

(
m

(E
ll

xxx xxxk

 Supplement; Convention on MAW-
olS-nry. MI 30: Trade. and1m
andMain: Simian Io Slncry

Connmbn for the Suppun'on of the mm:
in Pawn: 1nd of III: Eprmxion ofthe
hum'lmion ofolhm

(- ' oulllcPJ ' c/' g

(6
IIXXX XXXX.

 

X X XIX

 

 Convention rduint m the
Slum oISquax Pawn:

 
Convention rrlm'n; to III: Sum: alktirxm

 
horned muting Io Ilse Sung o/quqnu

Conmilan on the rthu a win!
and the number! ofadr

 

(r
d

1e
r

It
t/
(
m

m
l

la
t)

 

m
i
n

0
8
0
;

1
9
8
m
m
;

?
"
W
U
.

'
d
a
u
q
u
v
u
u
M
s

u
m
:

m
u
s

n
o
u
n
s

Io
uw
mx
o
v
u
m
u
m

un
is

pi
an

os
m
u
v

an
'S

od
pu

m
p
m
c
u
m

0'
3

l
i
n
o
;

u
o
p
a
m
s

p
u
m
z
u
m
s

'I
I'
WO
S

I
p
u
v
m
u
o
m
o
l
o
s

I
p
u
u
m
u

n
u
m
o
u

o
x
o
d
d
m
s

'
0
l
e
1
0
a
n
q
n
d
o
u

o
u
m
q
m
s

o
u
o
o
q
u
m
s

I
o
n
a
q
o
h
s

W
W
W

"'
8

H
O
W
!
W
I
'
S

m
m
W
'
"
m
!
M
'
s

g
m

us
"
M
s

'0
qu

In
ne

r

p
u
n
m
u
m
s

   



 
 

S
u
m

International Council! an Economic.
Social and Oalnml Rixlm

xX
&

lmernuioul Covenant on

Optional holocol to (he Inlmlbnll
Covenant on Civil and Pollu'ul Rblm

Gin? and Polirial Right:
a
2

l3)

Covenant on Civil and Political Rillmm
u (h: .bolition o/ the dull: penalty

Second 0;!"le Protocol to m InrmmlIll

lmtmtioul Convention on theMn
of All Farm: of Racial Dmrnon

x
:2

International Convention on theSam
and Punishment of (he Gin: ofApunhcid

International Connnrbn luim
Apumeid in Spam

X
3

(7)

Aluminum: 9/ 1h: Dim ofGenocide
Convention on the hnam'on 1nd-

e

Ounnnu'on on (he Non-Apptbbility of
Statutory Limilniolu Ia Wnr Diane:
and Gina suing: Humanity

(9!

Convention on (he R&Im of III: Onld

IN!

01111
am Woman

menu'an on I'll Pollu'ul Right: of Itha-

Conrum'on on the EIimhubn
Farm: 0/ Dha-imilmion

(12/
 

Ttinldad
a
n
d
T
o
b
a
g
o

Tunisia

T
u
r
k
e
y

T
u
v
a
l
u

U
g
n
n
d
n

U
k
n
i
n
e

U
n
i
o
n
o
f
Soviet

S
o
c
i
n
l
m
R
e
p
.

U
n
i
t
e
d
A
n
b
E
m
i
n
l
e
s

U
n
i
t
e
d
K
i
n
g
d
o
m
o
f
G
r
e
a
t

Britain
a
n
d
N
o
r
t
h
e
r
n

Ireland
U
n
i
t
e
d
R
e
p
u
b
l
i
c
o
f
T
a
n
n
n
l
a

U
n
i
t
e
d

States
o
f
A
m
e
r
l
c
n

U
t
u
g
u
l
y

V
a
n
u
n
t
u

V
e
n
e
z
u
e
l
a

Viet
N
a
m

Y
e
m
e
n

Y
u
g
o
s
l
a
v
l
l

Zaire

Z
a
m
b
i
a

Z
i
m
b
a
b
w
e

XXX XXX'X X

XXXXX XX XX

-

'XX

XXXXXX

XXXXX
x-XX'

X'X XXXXX XXXX XXX

XXXXXXXXX XX XX'

XXX t
:

XXX

XX

X'X X

X 'XX XXX XX

 

T
O
T
A
L
N
U
M
B
E
R
O
F
S
T
A
T
E
S

P
A
R
T
I
E
S

SignaIurcs
nol

followed
b
y

ulil'lcalion

4axxx xx xx3

1
0
0

6
1

4
5

    
129

-XXX XX XX

 
6

2
 

2
B

 
1033
 

321
 

T8?

3
5

 
HXXX XX XX
u-
a

1
2
4

   
 

I
R
u
i
h
u
l
i
n
n
.
u(cu'mn.

awlovll.
nolifnnian

or
un'cruion.

I
r
u
p
u
n
c
e

or
ddiniliv:

silmlure.
K
S
i
g
n
a
l
u
u
n
m

yr!
I
o
l
l
o
w
n
l
b
y
u
l
l
l
l
n
l
i
o
n
.

'
R
-
I
i
l
k
u
i
n
n
.
u
t
e
s
s
l
o
n
.
I
m
-
m
u
l
.

n
o
l
i
l
i
u
l
i
o
n
m

s
u
c
c
e
n
i
o
n
.
I
c
c
t

only
by

the
former

(
i
c
m
m
l
D
c
m
o
c
u
l
i
t

Republic
h
e
l
m
:

Ihe
reuni

"
R
l
l
i
l
i
u
l
i
n
n
.
n
t
r
t
u
i
n
n
.
I
p
p
m
v
l
l
.
n
o
l
i
l
k
a
l
i
n
n
m

s
u
c
c
r
n
i
o
n
.

o
n
l
y
b
y
m
e
l
m
m
n

R
e
n
n
h
l
i
r
M

c
h
e
n
.

 
 
 

 

plant:
or

delinilivc
s
i
l
n
u
u
n
which

have
been

given
nlionA

I
c
c
r
p
l
a
n
c
e
or

d
c
f
i
m
l
i
v
t
s
l
u
m
u
r
c
w
h
i
c
h
h
a
v
e
b
e
e
n
g
i
v
t
n  

 

7!

of 'onlhek 1

Convention on Comm Ia Marin. Hif-ml
Ag:forM-m'q: and Reginmion ome'ua

Convention quinu Toma: Ind 01):: Old.
lnhuuvn or undin; Truman orm

1953 Protocol amending LII: 1926 6007553!

Convention for 1h: Supprudu ofIkem
In Paton: and of (he Epriutba 0/1h:
honimn'on a!other: 

Conmm'on relating lo the Sumolkcm

Conmibnonlherthuw-arhl

ofSlncry. the Slave Trade. andImitation

old themmoftlnt

Supplancnury Convention on Ili:AW

and PumiceSim lo Sine;

Connau'on an the Nubuh

Slavery Conmlbu 01'1926 nmaid

Protocol relating m M: Sumcram

Slurry Convention of1926

aanmuion rdm'n; to m

ofMam'ed Women

Sum: ofStuck:PM

E
&

IN)
(15/

m
;

m
;

8

III)
(
"
I

3.,

I11)
(2

(13)
l1

t

a
L"

S
u
n
:
 

X

X

Trinidad
m
d
T
o
b
a
g
o

Tunisia
T
u
x
k
e
y

Tuvalu

U
g
a
n
d
a

U
k
r
a
i
n
e

U
n
i
o
n
of

Soviet
Socialist

Rep.
United

A
n
b

Emirates
U
n
i
t
e
d
K
i
n
g
d
o
m
o
f
G
m
!

Britain
and

N
o
r
t
h
o
m

Ireland
U
n
i
t
e
d
R
e
p
u
b
l
i
c
o
f
T
l
n
n
n
h

U
n
i
t
e
d

States
o
f
A
m
u
l
e
t

U
r
u
g
u
a
y

V
a
n
u
a
t
u

Vonozueln
Vie!

N
a
m

Y
e
m
e
n

Yugoslavia

2
m

Z
u
n
b
l
a

Z
i
m
b
a
b
w
e

X

X
n

X
c

X

X

X XXX

X XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX

X
c

X
d

X

XX

X-X

XXX XX

X
I
I

X
O
O
X
I
.

XX

XXX

XXX

 

6
7

6
9

61
16

3
6

107
108

T
O
T
A
L
N
U
M
B
E
R
O
F
S
T
A
T
B
!

P
A
R
T
I
E
S

104

Signllurcl
nol

followed
8

8
1
5

6
0

0
3

5
3

B
0

0
8

bymil'lcnlion
       

       
 

I
Declination

n
m
g
n
i
l
i
n
.

I'IC
competence

at
line

H
u
m
a
n

R
i
g
h
u
Commlllcc

land"
ankle

ll
of
I
M

lnlcvullonll
C
o
v
-

c
u
a
m
on

Civil
and

Puliliul
R
i
g
h
u

b
D
n
'

'
.

'
'
.
lht

o
H
M
C

on
I
M
"
"

'
o!

Inchl
D'

i
m
l
n
m
o
n
under

m
m
:
M

at
"It

I
n
m
n
a
l
i
o
m
l
Convention

an
I
M

Elimination
0!

All
F
o
r
m
:

at
Racial

Discrimimlion.
c
r

'
'

'
'
.
lh:

,
of
m
:
r

I
n
l
m
l
T
e
n
u
r
e
under

Ankle:
II

llld
22

o!
the

Convention
I
u
i
m
l
T
o
w
n
:
and

Olhcl
Cruel.

I
n
h
u
m
a
n

ct
D
u
n
n
i
n
g
T
r
u
m
a
n

oc
P
u
n
i
s
h
m
n
n
.

I
Declanlion

under
u
l
k
k

II
only.

 
 

l3

.s.



_
_
,
_
_
l
_
_
W
_

Julie 1992 Neeighelie / Natiohalistm m
'

Women's rights: what are
we doing about it?
 

L atte Steenkamp inter-
vtyertvs the Minister of
Justice.
 

"MORE women for CODE-
SA."
"Women must have a say in
writing the new coustltutl-
on."

"We need a separate Char-
ter of Women's Rights."
'thmrmauve acttoa must
redress historical backlog:
due to discrimination
against women."

It is enough to make any
right-thtnlttng temtntst want to
get in there and burn her bra.
The ANC has been Quick to

jump onto the bandwagon of
women's rights and is exploi-
ting its emotional potential to
the hill. Nationalist took the
question to Mr Kobie Coetsee.
the Minister of Justice: What
are WE doing about it?

It did not take long to realise
that actually a great deal has
been done about it. particular-
ly during the ten years that Mi-
nister Coetsee has been in the
hot seat. One by one discrimi-
natory laws have been amen.
tied or repealed to make way
fat better laws.

Remember the days?

Remember the days when a
woman teacher automatically
lost her permanent post if she
got married?
Remember when a divorce

almost inevitably meant a raw
economical deal for the we-
then?
Remember when women

married in community of pro-
perty could not Sim contracts?
These are only a few exam-

ples. The reforms that have ta-
ken place have also not been
confined to laws Demuthw to
Whites. A Black women mar-
ried under civil law enjoys -
exactly the same rights as any
other.

Stumbling blocks

What about mtomery law?
The transitions done to mack
women under thin law are still
glaring, but concept legislation
ts in the pt e. The hitch.
however. is e TBVC states.
Mr Coatsee explains that it is

tn the best interests of all that
reforms along these lines be as
uniform as possible throug-
hout South Africa.

There's a neighbouring gov
vernmant or two. it would
seem. that are not quite as keen
to emancipate their women as
they are to lobby for human
rights.
So it is. in fact. Black govern-

ments that are delaying impro-
vements to the Black women
and not the much-maligned
South African government.
As far as remaining statuto-

ry discrimination is concer-
ned. the Law Commission has
been nne-comblng the books
And has just come up with re-.
commendeitons for removing
any last vesriges.

Level playing field

It would certainly appear.
then. that the government has
done and is doing its utmost to
level the playing fields as far as
women are concerned. Yet the
perception certainly exists and
is cultivated by the ANC that
dilcriminstlon against women

' is alive and well in the RSA.
How now. Mr Minister?
'tLeglslation alone cannot

change the way society works.
Centuries of male chauvenlst
thinking created a. society whe-
re women were perceived to be
inferior. Prejudice: thus for-
med solidified into norms and
values. Only education can. in
time. eradicate society's way of
thinking about women.

First, Third World
"The firSt world part of

South Africa has benefitted
from the general. emancipation '1

of women to such an extent
that should a women from that
milieu choose to tight discrimi-
nation she would have the me
die with he: to tally public cp-
inion and probably win.
"However: it's another story

for the third world woman in
our country. She remains
caught up in such a stron y
chauvenistic society that s a
would simply nor be capable of
seeking redress even if custo-
mary law were not in place.
The slow education process
must hrSt take its course."

Logical explanation -.

The ANC connection?

-Mr Coatsee comes up with a
surprisingly logical explanati-
on: -

When the ANC were banned.
its leaders (men) were nearly
all imprisoned or out of the
country. The women like Win-
nle Mandela and Albertina Si-
sulu took over the reins of the
struggle. When the men came
back. out went the women.

Now. when influential woe
men are hurting from that kind
of treatment. and millions of
women followers are hurting
it'om the inherent inequalities
of customary law and polyga-
my what better tactic than to
champion women's rights. ot'i'e-
ring that (fat ed?) concern as
a eon and sly y connecting per-
ceived pest racial prejudices of
a white government with pre.
sent prejudice against women?

Clever.

The loudest call at present 1
for a Charter of Women's
Rights - a bulky conglomerai.
on of laws. private and public
designed to advance the ca:
for mimetive action.
This charter would be in a-

dltlon to a Charter of Fund
mental Rights.
The minister shakes h

head. He almos: pleads. Wome
must notmake the mistake
refusing to be a person an
more. It took a ton Struggle :1
her to overcome t e prejudi
of centuries and attain that s:
itus. By applying a type of se;
rate sexism. she could end :
desmying much that has be
achieved in the delicate are,
of breaking down prejudices.

Equality guaranteed

He adds quickly. though. it
the equality of women must
guaranteed. but within the p
posed Bill of Fundamen'
Rights - not exclusively.
Such a bill would do much

address specific problems
discrimination not yet cave:
by existing laws.

In addition the gcvemm
is very carefully consxder
becoming a signatory to the
temetional UN Convention
Women's Rights. This will ;
women's rights in South Ah-
on still more or an even Ree
the mm.
A thinker. this minlsie

reflect as I leave the interv;
And a reformer too.
Maybe it will not be necel

ry to burn the hrs after all.
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