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THE ANC'S PROPOSALS ON INTERIM GOVERNMENT

The ANCpe attitude to interim government is well known. we

want an interim government. for the limited purpose 'ef

euuervieinq the traneition t0 democracv. That ehauld be a

comparatively shert period - a matter of months rather than

veare.

There are a number of reasons why an interim government is

required during thie period. and what is important to us is

that the interim gavernmeht should be structured and ShOUld

4unqtion in a way that will enable it to serve the purposes

fer which it 1% required. We wmuld be willing to give serious

coneideratimh to any etructure that adequately meets these

DUFDUSEE.

To begin with we etreee that ae far a5 we are concerned

interim government is not itself an end. It is a necessary

part of the preceee of establishing a democratic order in our

country. This ehould be the Clear and only purpose hf an!

interim government. Cedeea should not cancern itself with

etructuree whoee purpnee ie ta delay or frustrate the ceming

of demacracv.

Since we see interim government as part ofla process we cannot

talk about it in the abstract. iHe have to relate it to the

conetitutimn making process which means that the debate and

discussions in thie wmrkinq grmup will be'ihfluenced by and in

turn could influence the debate and discussions in the other 



working greupe.

The AND ie firm in ite beeitien that the new constitution

ehould itself be the result of a democratic process. and

ehould' therefore be decided upon by an elected Constituent

Aesembly. The role 04 the interim government 15 te supervise

the transition tram the time when agreement has been reached

on the preceee. until the time when the work of the

Cenetituent Aeeemblv is completed and a parliament has been

installed in terms of the new censtitutioh.

Fer'meet 04 that time the cmuntrv will be brebaring fer the

elections and the crucial taeke of the interim government will

be to ensure that the electiehe are fair and free and that

gevernmeht 1e conducted without faveurinq any of the parties

who are participating in the eleetione. Nmne 0f the parties

eheuld be able through/ the uee or abuse of governmental power,

to influence the mutceme of the elections. It is for thie

reason that the ANC hae always placed emphasis on the role of

an interim gevernment in relation to the electoral process,

the public media. the security forces and the budget.

The primary rele of an interim gmvernment will be t0 ensure

that during the transitimn ta dembcracv there will be peace

and etability. that the elections are fair and free and thatl

government continues to functien at its eeeential levels. No

cententioue legislatien should be enacted. and no contentious

executive action ehould be taken during this period. We see 
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it as a peried during which there eheuld be government by

conseneue er eubetantia1.ceneeneue. It will be a comparatively

short period and the interim government will fall away as soon

as a new gevernment is installed in terms of the new

conetitutimh.

what ie aleo important te us 15 that all apartheid structures

ehmuld be remeved during this period. That is why our

phepoeale are linked to the reincoruoration 0f the TBVC

states. and an end to. the triecameral parliament and ether

auartheid leqielatures.

It is elem important to me that the interim government should

have legal term which means that the etructuree and powers of

the interim government must be defined in legislation and that

where neceeearv amendmente ehould be made tn the exietinq

conetitutimn.

For the preliminary period at any rate _ that ie the period

prior to the elections - we can see no alternative to an

interim etructure er etructuree being established that' will

be veeted with apprepriate legislative and executive powers in

regard t6:

1. At least the electoral process. the eecuritv forces, the

public media and the budget.

2. All other actien that is considered necessary for proper

government during the interim period.
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Our brobmeal 15 that an Interim Government Council be-

appbinted by deeea tq coemrdinate and euperviee the misting

administratibne. and that, the Interim Gavernment Ceuncil be

vested with legislatiye and executive functibne to be

exercieed in accordance with procedures and structures to be

determined by Cedesa.

Once the electimne have taken place there are twe

bbeeibilitiee that can he considered. Either the Interim

Government Council continues to function in the agreed manner

until the Constituent Aeeembly hae completed its wmrk and a
1

new parliament ze in mlace. or the Cenetituent Assembly 1e

vested with emyereign bewers so that it functions bath ae a

censtituent aeeembly and a5 a legislature until the new

cmnetitutimn has been adopted.

'We are still cbneidering the impliuatione of the suggestion

that the Cbnetituent Aeeembly be vested with sovereign powers

and do not yet have a firm position on this ieeue. what

concerns us ie that the Constituent Aeeembly should not be

.diverted from er in any way hindered in achieving its primary

burpese which will be to adopt a new constitution. The

processes at constitution haking and legielating should not be

mohflated. Preceduree and decieimn making processes which are

appropriate fur an elected interim government may not be

appropriate for an elected constituent aeeembly, and the two

functions should therefbre be.kept distinct. Above all the

process must net be delayed and we would be opposed to the 



adoptiah of any preceesee or etructuree which wmuld have that

result.

There 15 Deesiblv a way in which eur Drmpeeale and those of

eome mf the nartiee whm:have already etated their peeitions

can be brought tmgether 30 as tm meet the Durpeees that we

have tidentified a9 the eeeential Durposee of an interim

government. We are willing to xplmre euch possibilities.

The timing 04 the dismantling of the apartheid legislaturee

may depend en the urocess and etructuree adopted. and we are

willing ta cmneider eugqestions made in that regard. Our firm

DQSitiQh 15! however. that this should be part of the process,

and should be accomplished by the time that the Cmnetituent

Aesemblv 1% established.
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