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ANTI - FASCIST CONSTITUTIUVNB.

Anti - fascist caustitutihns 13 a term we use to group together comatitutians mat cannot

be easily classified wither with liberal damcratic or with people's power type mnstitu -

tions. They are Imltively mdam phonermnm , being associated with the overthmw of

fascism in. the Second World War and the dastmcthn of fascist - type dictatomm since.

Thus they would inclucb the Constituticns of Italy and pran and the constitutional

damn. of Eastern Europe, mantel)! after the war, the Constitution 0? Portugal mm

recently and the Constitutional pmpaaals presently beirg whated in Nicaragua.

Anti - fascist constitutions vary considambly in form and mutant one 9mm the other,

depending on the mnemta histarical conditimna in which they were initially adopted. But;

thsy all tend to have mm things in cam.f

They are drawn up by the victor- after the overthmw of fascist: , mmmting such comm

ground as exists in the tamed anti - fascist alliance at the time. They are 13.16 Libczml

damcratin Donatitutians in that they pmappaae phlitiml slumlim (as opposed t0 Fascist

hegmnny) and a mixed economy. They are unlike 'pure' liberal chmtic mnstitutzinns in
that, firstly, they emmaly contain measures to want any revival of fascian or propaga-

tion of ?amist values, samnuly they expressly mntuin social programs that presumes

wommic and culun'al renewal and may , way ensure that the implementation of the

Constitutian 15 not left: to the rapresentative of the overmmm dictatorship. They Fall

short of being people's ijawer type mnetitutions, however . in that they do not give a

leading rule in explicit constitutiaml terms to ah 3061521 class car allinaca of classes. nor

do they attribute to any party or alliance of parties a defined vanguard position. From a

mmtitutioml point of view the nature hf the state 15 left open.

These points are made 61mm by an analysis of the Constitution adopted in Portugal after

the overthmw uf' tnha mummy: an 25 April 1974 and of the constimtioml process at p

meant: unchr way in Nimgaa. (see W)

Applying W53 pdmiples to the South African sitautim , we can draw the fallowirg

mluaions :

Firstly , anti fascist mutations are made 9531;; and not before tha overthrow of fascia:

We are not aura of any fascist regime that has negotiated an anti - facist mtitution.

The broad anti -- fascist fmnt may. www.mme an cantata mnstitizmml mm a

mbefore the averthmw, which are publihed with aviaw ta mmuaawm the ants. - fasci-
mst 3111mm and guaranteeing to the pauple the right toW on the kind of society

they smut after- the WW UP fascism. In cur case, the Freedom mutter almady exists,

as a basicWm statmt. Camidemtmn cauld be given to marking its essential

WElements into 81111319 Gumtitutioml phrasas that mks mute impact and

mass cur basic: maidens . (mg. mitary stats; Danocmcy a Non - Racism : Anti - 
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Aparthaid 5 Equal Rights ; Politiml Pluralism 3 Mixed Emmy 3 Hamstrimtion of Wealth ;

Tmnafomtion of the Civil Service , Police and Amy 1 Mn .. Augment ). Alternatively.

or 1n :3th ma could , acting together with 311 patriotic 90:083. pmdm a series of e

statemta outlinim our positions in relation to certain fumhmantal constitutional themes

These could 901109: tha fem of a series a? Charters, for male :

Emman- :3! Political Rights.

Charter a? Emmmm Rights .

vmmem marten

Education Charter.

Wam' an Religious Freemm.

Such Garters would all have a democratic . anii - ammm Water, and could , taken

together he mmmvted as the mm of a Bill :3? Rights in a future mmtituion.

Secondly, mam me anti - Fascist Cmtituion finally males to be drum . it must , in

additinn to estaWing the unitary , non .. racial and cbmmtic mtum of the new state

be clear on am points :  

1) Nu Madam to umahiae for the cantimatian or mammtim of apartheid in any

shape or form 3

2) Tamil WWW of the civil amine. army and police force on dammtic

lines 3

33 Re .. Ummmtian u? Wealth (winding the Land) a9 a Donatimtimal mttmiple.

The Constitution v.11). not be .nautmv er Open an these questims.

WE mould mtion that the Constitutml Butline shim we dewd in fact does pay samant-

timtotiwezsethemsmhinumthorsubmmway.

In the light of the commts wbwmtly, it 1:3 clear that they shoals! have bean spelt out

more: fumFully.

Finally, mile it agpaaz's m be mama at thia stage; to be 13mins Minna an questions

like voting system and fame of gavenmnt, 11: is equally clear that we need ta dc mash

basil: W1 so as '52: us will mmmd in them areas. We med to mdemtand the a

W1 issues and also the pclitiml quaatiana that lurk behind thmz, d: as not cane. day

ta lass political advantage: mmugh Wily teahniml questims.

mesa am thaws mat acqupy an ismarinnt place in anti -- Pam? carxsututiom and we

shwld seek ta be in a ipsitinn where we can fake matiatives raw than wmly respond to

the mitiativaa D? mam. 



ANTI - FASCIST CONSTITUTIDNS.

Anti - fascist constitutihns is a term we use to grnup together constitutions that cannot

be easily classified wither with liberal democratic or with people's power type constitu -

tions. They are realtively modern phonemunon , being associated with the overthrnw of

fascism in the Second World War and the destruction of fascist - type dictatorship since.

Thus they would include the Constitutions of Italy and Japan and the constitutional

documents of Eastern Europe, immediately after the war, UhB Constitution of Pbrtugal more

recently and the Constitutional proposals presently being debated in Nicaragua.

Anti _ fascist constitutiana vary considerably in form and content one From the other,

depending 0n the concrete historical Conditions in which they were initially adopted. But

they all tend to have certain things in commun.f

They are drawn up by the victor after the uverthrnw of Fascism , representing such common

ground as exists in the brnad anti - fascist alliance at the tihEh They are like'libsral

damacratic cunstitutians in that they presuppose pinlitical pluralism (as opposed to fascist

hegemony) and a mixed ecmnamy. They are unlike 'pure' liberal democnatic constitutions in

that, firstly, they exprassly contain maasure5 to prevent any revival of fascism or propaga-

tion of Fascist values, sscanaly they expressly cantain social programmes that presuppose

economic and cultural renewal and thridly , they ensure that the implementation of the

Canstitutinn is nut 3ft to the representative 0? ths sverthrown dictatorship. They fall

short 9? being mamp e's gawer type canstitutions, hmwaver , in that they do nat give a

leading role in eXplicit canstitutional terms ta an social class or allinace of classes, not

do they attribute 30 any party ur alliance of parties a defined vanguard position. From a

constitutional paint of view the nature 0? the state is left open.

These points are made clearer by an analysis Of the Constitution adapted in Portugal after

the averthruw of twha dictatorship on 25 April 1974 and o? the canstitutional process at p

present under way in Nicaragua. (see annexure)

Applying these principles to the South African sitaution , we can draw the fallowing

conclusisns :

Firstly , anti fascist constitutions are made 5:353 and net bafcre the nverthruw of Fascia

We are not aware a? any fascist regime that has negatiated an anti u Facist cnnstitution.

Th3 brnad anti t fascist front may, however,magree on certain constitgsisnul principles h

kaafxa before the uverthruw, which axe publihad with aviow to consolidating the anti - fasci

-5t allinaca and guaranteeing tn the people the right to prnnounce on the kind of society

they want after the averthrow of Fascism. In our case, the Freedom Charter already exists,

as a basis programmatic statement. Considenatiun could be given to cnnverting its essential

assautia$s elements intn simple constitutional phrases that make immedaite impact and

summarise our basic positions , (8.9. Unitary stats; Democracy ; Non - Racism ; Anti - 
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Apartheid 3 Equal Rights ; Pblitical Pluralism ; Mixed Economy ; Redistribution of Wealth 3

Transformation of the Civil Service , Pblica and Army ; Non - Alignment ). Alternatively,

or in addition we could , acting together with all patriotic forces, produce a serias of s

statements outlining our positions in relation to certain fundamental constitutional themes

H1059 could ?ollow the Form of a series of Charters, for example :

Charter of Pulitical Rights.

Charter of Economic Rights .

Wazkezu Charter.

Education Charter.

Charter on Religious Freedom.

Such Charters would all have a democratic , anti & apartheid character, and could , taken

together be incorporated as the core of a Bill of Rights in a Future const tuion.

Secondly, when the anti - Fascist Banstituiun finally comes ta be drawn , it must , in

additiun ta establbhing the unitary , non - racial and danucrntic nature of the new state

be clear on three points :

1) Ha ?readcm to n?gahisa fur the continuation or restoration of apartheid in any

shape 0r Farm ;

2) Total recanstruotinn Q? the civil service, army and palica farce on democratic

lines 3

33 He - Distribution 0? Wealth (including the Land) as a Canstitutional principle.

The Cunstitution will net be 'nEutral' or u n on these uestinns.q

WE should mention that the Cmastitutional Outline which we drafted in Fact dues may attent-

tiun t0 these themes but in a rather subdued way.

In the light a? the comments subsequently, it is clear that they should have been spelt out

mare forcefully.

Finally, while it appears to be premature ak this stage t0 be taking decisinns an questions

like voting systems and Forms of govenment, it is equally clear that we need to da much

basic raaearch so as t5 be well pregared in these areas. We need to understand the ;

tachniual issues and also the political questions that lurk tehind them, do as not cna day

to lose political advantage thraugh seemingly technical questions.

THEse are themes that occupy an important place in anti - Fascist ccnstitutiuns and we

should seek t0 be in a $asition M1ere we can take initiatives rather than merely respond t:

the initiatives 0? others. 
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PEOPLE'S POWER CONSTITUTIDNS

The basic eifference between liberal democratic and people's eewer constitutions is that

the former purports to be neutral on the question of who exercise powere in the state,

whereas the latter take a declared constitutional position - based on class analysis -

on the question. Put anether way , liberal democratic constitutions presupossee that power

vests in the institution of government themselves and that the essential function of the

constitution is to establish the 'rulee of the game' as to who hdlds the reins, people's

power constitutions , on the other hand , confirm that power in any state belongs to

classees or class alliances , which use the institutions of government as means cf exercisir

such power.

A number of consequences flow From this disntinction :

First, liberal democratic constitutions are silent on the nature of power in the state ,

while people's pewer constitution expressly ligitimete a defined Form of class hegemeny or

domination.

Secondly, liberal democratic constitutions do not keen accors any overt recogniyion of

political parties, while meople's power constitutions expressly recegnise a leading or

vanguard rule in relation tn society as a whole and to the spate apparatus in particular

of an identified party or alliance of parties.

(It should be noted that the iSSue is not simply whether the State is One Ferty or Multi v

Party , nor whether the Constitutuion institutionaliee a party or not. One - Party states

may be fascist, liberal capitalist or socialist. Multi _ Party states as well as many

conservative African States institutionalise a single partya.

Thirdly, liberal democratic constitutions tend to regard the State as a necessary evil

thathes to be controlled Ehreugh eepanation of powers and a Bill of Rights, while people's

power constitutuione regard the Siate as the major instrument whereby the people achieve

their rights to pregreee and develepement. Thus, people's power canstitutions emphasieeef

the harmony of objectives of the three basic institutions. of the constitution, namely ,

the legislature , the executive and the judiciary, while outlining hhe separate functions.

Similarly, people's power constitutions, while effirndng individual rights e? citizens,

refer also to citizens' duties or responsibilites, and indicate that these rights and duties

are exercised in a context which does net permit a restoration of the everthruwn power.

Faurthly, liberal democratic constitutions leave open the question 0? social and ecanomic

programmes , or only deal with them indirectly, for example , by censecrating the rights of

private pruperty in a Bill 0g Rights, while people's power constitetiene expressly impose

an the State a duty to fulfil a defined socie - economic - Cultural programme. DNe coneequun

'68 of this is that new Constitutions emerge in a liberal demecretie state as a result of

the failure of institutions, (France at the time a? De Gaulle) while in a people's power

state they reault from their success.- the realisation of one constitutional programme

rquires the fbrmulation of enather. 
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Fifthly, liberal dbmacratic constitutions imply that the army and other instruments of

power are neutral, responding to the command only of the elected government, while people'

power constitutions recognise the existemce of a politicised armed Forces to defend the as

gains of the people's struggle.

Finally, Constitutions are normally complemented by separate electoral laws, which differ

considerably depending on whether the state is liberal democratic or people's power in

character. While the principle of universal suffnage and secret ballot is common to both

types, there are major distingtions 1n reaatiun to the way candidates are selected. In

addition peuple's power constitutions sometimes deprive persons directly implicated in

crimes or policies of the overthrown regime of the right to elect or to be elected.

These are the main differences. There are a number of other constitutional variants that

cannot be correlated iwth the existence of liberal democracy or peaple's power. Thus,

either system might be unitary or Federal (the LEA and the LESR both call themselves Union:

but in Fact from a constitutional point af view both are federatuons). Equally , either

type may be presidential or prime ministerial. (Maurice Bishop was the tixak Prime Ministe:

UP Grenada, the first former British colony to follow the road of people's buwer).

Jhet cnuld the implications of a people's puwer constitution be For South Africa ?

It would declare that the South Africa is a state of national democracy in which the Forms:

-1y oppressed masses, uniting around themselves all patriotic Forces, exercise power.

It wnuld institutionalise the revoltuinionary alliance headedby the ANC as the vanguard

force in society and government.

It wuuld impose on the state a duty to carry out a programme of social, economic and

cultural transformation.

It would institutionalise changes in the judiciary, armed Forces , security apparatus and

civil service. putting them at the serviCe hf people's power.

It would outlaw activites designed ta defeat the programme of transformation or ta testers

or perpetuate apartheid.

The electoral law would give the alliance headed by the ANC , working together with

demncnatic mass organisations, 5 leading role in the selection of candidates.

In short, people's power establishes etself first, then proceeds ta institutionalise itself

the prunessinstitutionalisation, including the adoption of a Censtitution , cannot be predi

uted in adVahce. What can be done in advance is to publish a general political programme

which defined the basic goals of the poet - liberatisn society. A heaple's power constitati

published in the absence of peuple's power is virtually a centradictiOh in terms. 



PEOPLE'S PWIEH CCNSTITUTIUNB

1ha basic 611me between liberal damcmtic and people's mam constituuons 18 'that
the fewer purportf to be mum). an the: question of who exercisafpowari 1n the state,

whereas the latter take a declared mtitutioml position .- based on class amlysis ..

on the question. Put amthsr way , liberal dmucmtic constitutions pmsupoase$ that: power

vests in she institutiorgof govemnmt themselves and that the essential function of the

mnstitutim 15 to establish the 'rulaa of the gam' as to who hdlds the rains; people's

power mtitu'cione , on the other hand , cmfim that power in any state balmgs to

claw or class alliances . which use the institutions cf governmnt as means nf exercisgw

such power.

Anmbarofmanumsflwfimmdimthntim:

First. liberal dmnmutic: nonstitutions am 83.19311: on the nature of power in the stats ,

while pmple'a power constitution expressly 13.91th a defined form of alasa hegemony or

th.

Secondly. liberal Wtic constitutm m not m accord any avert recogniyim & Ta

nautical parties, while maple's power- mnstitutiana expressly manage a leading ur

varguard rule in mhtiun ta society as a mom and he the State apparatus in particular

09 an identimd party car alliance of partiaS.

(It ehould be: noted 'khat the issue is not 5mm mether the State 15 One Party or Multi _.

Party , mar whethar the: Banstimtuisn institutiomliae a mf'ty or not. Una - Party states

may be fascist, 11mm1 capitalmt ar socialist. Multi .- pm-ty states as wenm Many
conservative Afrimn States institutimaliaa a aimla partya.

Thirdly, liberal democmtic mstitutinns tend ta regard the State as a mam evil

mamas to be aantmllad mmh separation of powers and a 93.11 of Rights, mile people's

paws:- mastitutuims mgard the State as the major imtnmant Why the people achieve

their rights ta pmgrass and davalcpament. Thus. ample's power constitutions Maw

the harmany of objectives of the three basic instimtmns/ n? the mtitutian, namely .
the 1mm . the exacuima and the judiciary. while outlining Wigskpamta ?unctims.
Shamrly, people's paw matitutiona, while affimim individual rights a? citizens.

refer also to citiwzs' whims 0r responsibilitas, and Meats tmt these rights and mugs?

are Wises! in a mtext mm was not permit a mstnmtim of the :1va power.

Faurthly, 11m1 th mtitutions laws open tbs question of saute). and min

programs , at only deal with them may. Par male , by wth the rights of

migrate prepsrty in a 85.11 0% Rights. while mople's power canstititims expressly impose

on the State a duty to fulfil a definsd sonic: .. Beanstalk: -- mlfmml mgrama. 0N3 eonsaquu

we of this is that: rm: Bonstitutims mm in 3 11132251 mac: state as a result of

tha ?anm cf instiizuisinns/ (Frame at the time of De male), while in a people's power

azaw they mault fmm weir mwu the realisation of one: ounsututinml W' v

W5 the fumulafzion cf amther. 
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Fifthly, 111391131 dammtic mutations imply that the my and other mmta of

power am rmml, msmndira to the Gamma only of the elected govamaent, while people's

power constitutions maniac; the existence: of a politicized umad fame; to defend the a:

gem cf the people's stmggla.

Finally, Canstitutions are normally mimted by separate electoral laws, which differ

mnsidambly dapmmrg on whether the state in liberal mun or people's power in

dmmchar. While the primiple of universal auff'taga and secret ballot is comma to both

types. dim are major distimtions 1n miation to the way candidates are selected. In
addition people's power mummns mam; depriva persons directly implicated in We.
trims or mucias u? the overthrown magma of the right to elect: or to be elected.

These are the main diffames. Them area;kW of other constitutioml variants that:

cannot: be correlated gm the mdstence 239%). democracy :3? people's power. Thus,

either ayatom might be unitary orW (the LEA and the USSR both cell WIVES unions.

hut in Fast m a emetitutioml paint or viaw both are federatuonsh Equally , sum:-

typa may be presidential or prim ministerial. (aam Bishop was the m Puma muster

of armada, the First Famer British colony to follaw the mad cf people's bower).

Wat onuld the implications of a people's power constitution be for Suuth Africa '3

It m.tld declare that m Scum Africa is a state of national Way in which the: forman-

cly oppressed masaes, unitms; around themselves all mmuc forces, exercise power.

Ii: malt! inatitutiomlisa the mvolhjihiorary alliance haadedby the ANC as the vanguard

fame in moiety and aovmumt,

It muldimasemmsmteamtymmmmtapmgmmufmml, Wand

cultural izanafomatim.

It mule! institutimmlise d'angms in the judiciary, armed Farms , security apparatus and

civil :mwica, puming than: at the: :39le a? maple% pawn

It would outlaw activates designad to defeat the pmgmzm a7 mnsfanmtmn or 130 mm
cm Wants apartheid.

The almtaral law maid give the alliame headed by the AND , writing mther with

dammtm mas organisations, 3 leading rule in the selection of mamtes.

In 351m, :39 113's pswcm Qatablishes Qtsel? first, 31th 3'mest to imti'tutiomlise itself.

the ms$3t1mtmlmtmm mcludzmg the adoption sf 5; Cmtitutinn , camat ha pram
utad in advance. 233m can be dam in advance is to publish a gmml palitiaal programs

which definsg the basin goals of the past - libemtiun wciety. A #5905313'3 pom? constittitim

published in the absence 0? pmple's powr 15 virwally a mntmdic'tion in teams. 
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ANT; - FASCIST CCNSTITUTIENAL DEVELOPMENT IN NICARAGM.

Before epeerheeding the overthrow of the Somme regime in 1979. the Sendinietee did not

publish a Constitution. Infect, to hhie day , Nicaragua does not have a poet - liberation

Constitution. though diseueiion of a new Constitution has reader! en emenee stage.

The beeie steps in eenetitutiurel development were as follows :

Sane months after the trimph of the National Liberation struggle, the Junta of the

Gevemment of National Reecenetruction published a daeument entitled 'Funchmntal Statute

and Stettute on Rights and Guarantees of Nimmguene'. The Fundamental Statute gave legal

fem to two major inetmaente of govemnt established at this time. ramely. a five - person

mm with powers to pmlgate laws, e 33 person Cauncil of State with certain veto powers.

The document determined the precise composition of the Council of State. in mieh

incidentally the Sendinietee only had 6 memberees opposed to 7 for the diWerenoe units

of the Council of Peivete Entemm,The numbers were to be eluted by their various

organisations, but thereafter have a free vnte. A new Judicial system was established .

Somoze National :3er and associated security organisations were dissolved and a new

T patriotic national army created on the basis of the Sendinietee combatants, haneete and

patriotic members of the National Chard , others who had fought far liberation and wished

to join the army. and tmee who were to d: netioml service.

I The next step nee the elaboration of an Electoral Law, a task which fell to the Council of

State, acting in mneultation with the eountrriee political parties and etimulmting a

national debate. We Councilsaas a mixed team to visit different countries in Weetem Europe

and Latin America in order to 'ineorpoxete inte Nicaraguan law, elements of universal

tmditien applicable to the reality of the country'. The Law nee adopted in 1983 and elastic

for a President , Vice -- President and 90 amber National Aseembely were held in November,

1984.

Finally , the National Assembly has the faction of pmducing a Draft Constitution, which

is expected to be adapted in January 1967, two years after the present govemwnt took affix:

The above summery indicates the step by step nature of Constitutional develoment in the

poet .. liberation eaciety. What the documents themselves reveal ie that the Sendinietee have

managed to fulfil their guarantee of political plumliem, mixed enemy and me - augment,

while at the same time neintaining their lmding role in goverment, engaging in extensive

reforms and beetirg eff counter - me.ution. The dnmnente available are minly in Spenieb

and contain many interesting sections, ranging Pm freedom of speech to land reform to the

rights efnetimel minorities . it would be advisable ta attempt to find mneletiene,

Wee er eamenteriee in English. Although the Minemguen experience is not directly

relevant to the South African experience , it shares a similar context , Hal Castro

painted out a

"The fmnt of struggle for social charge has ta be a breed one, includirg Christiane.

Tmtekyitee . werkere , the middle class end else the military. don't forget them , or ch 
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we want to hand them over to the CIA 7 The front carmt be extremist. We have to find fomu

-1aa like the Nicaraguan one or others. The Nicaraguan approach is well adjusted to wmn '

intermtioml circmnatancea. It is realistic. With mgard to the way it took power, the

Nicaraguan revahtion 15 very similar to the Cuban one. But if the Nicaraguan mvolutimu

has mdicaliaed itself and proclaimed socialism , I don't think this would have helped the

revolutionary movement of Central America or Sauth America.

"The Nimmguans have mada an important mntributi: w to the stmgla of other peoples,

since, 1.? it had become radiaaliaad , it would have isnErntmd itself , frightmad people,

given amta to imperialian and Facilitated the mm a? Ebagan". Cadsmos do Temeim

Munm . August 1985.

It should be mated that in the mnemte circumstances of the ongoing pmbmss of exercising
State Power, mgstiations by the aandinistas with other political parties (at least 91x,

rangim me ultra - 19% to canservative) is part :1? the pluralism they guaranteed. But it

never involved mgatiatims with Sumac: , nor does it involve negotiations with the contma

today. The two guarantees against plumliara leading to cuunter .. revolutisn am mpulax'

mbilisation and the Fact that the Sandinisbas cantml the armed Fames a the extml

guarantee is the: support of pmgrassive intermatioml ?orces.

 



ANTI - FASCIST CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN NICARAGUA.

Before spearheading the overthrew of the Somoza regime in 1979, the Sandinistas did not

publish a Constitution. Infect, to this day , Nicaragua does not have a poet - liberation

Constitution, though discueiion of a new Constitution has reached an advance stage.

The basic steps in constitutional development were as Follows :

Some months after the triumph of the National Liberation struggle, the Junta of the

Government of National Recounstruction published a document entitled 'Fundamental Statute

and Stattute an Rights and Guarantees 0F Niceraguens'. The Fundamental Statute gave legal

form to two major instruments of goverment established at this time, namely, a Five - parse:

Junta with powers to promulgate laws, a 33 person Councml of State with certain veto powers.

The documesnt determined the precise composition of the Council of State, in which

incidentally the Sandinietas only had 6 membereas opposed to 7 for the difference units

of the Council of Private Enterprise; The members were to be eluted by their various

organisations, but thereafter have a free vote. A new judicial system was established ,

Semeza National Guard and associated security organisations were dissolved and a new

patriotic national army created on the basis of the Sandinietae combatants, honests and

patriotic members of the National Guard , others who had fought for liberation and wished

to join the army, and those who were to do national service.

The next step was the elaboration of an Electoral Law, a task which Fell to the Council of

State, acting in censultetion with the ccuntrries political parties and etimuleeting a

national debate. THe Councilsgag a mixed team to visit different countries in Western Europe

and Latin America in order to 'incorporete into Nicaraguan law, elements of universal

tradition applicable to the reality of the country'. The Law was adopted in 1983 and elastic

for a President , Vice - President and 90 member National Aesembely were held in November,

1984.

Finally , the National Assembly has the fdnction of producing a Draft Constitution, which

is expected to be adopted in January 1987, two years after the present government took offic:

The abeve summary indicates the step by step nature a? Constitutional develnpment in the

post - liberation society. What the documents themselves reveal ie that the Samdinistee have

managed to fulfil their guanantee of political pluralism, mixed econamy and non - alignment,

while at the same time maintaining their leading role in government, engaging in extensive

reforms and beating off counter - reve.ution. The documents available are mainly in Spanish

and contain many interesting sections, ranging frum freeden of speech to land reform to the

rights of national minorities - it would be advisable to attempt to find txanelatiene,

summaries or commentaries in English. Although the Nicaraguan experience is not directly

relevant to the South AfriCan experience , it shares a similar context , Fidel Castro

pointed out :

"The frent of struggle for social change has to he a bread one, including Christians,

Trntekyitee , workers , the middle class and also the military, don't forget them , or do 
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we want to hand them over to the CIA ? The front cannot be extremist. We have to find furmu

-1as like the Nicaraguan one or others. The Nicaraguan appruach is well adjusted to curran

international circumstances. It is realistic. With regard to the way it took power, the

Nicaraguan revelation is very similar to the Cuban one. But if the Nicaraguan revolution

has radicalised itself and proclaimed socialism , I don't think this would have helped the

revolutionary movement of Central America or South America.

"The Nicanaguans have made an important contributina ;a the struggle of other peoples,

since, if it had become radicalised , it wnuld have isolatgd irself , Frightened people,

given arguments to imperialism and facilitated the work of Reagan". Cadbrhos do Terceiro

Munch , August 1985.

It should he noted that in the concrete circumstances of the mhgoing prncress uf exercising

State waer, negotiations by the Sandinistas with other political parties (at least six,

ranging from ultra - left to conservative) is part of the pluralism they guaranteed. But it

never involved negotiations with Sanoza , nor does it involve nagntiations with the contras

today. The two guarantees against pluralism leading to counter - revolution are papular

mobilisation and the Fast that the Sandinistas cuntrnl the armed forces ; the external

guarantee is the support of progressive international Forces.
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