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BROAD GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSION

PartI

It is now 25 years since the AIC hela 1'1" last legal National
Conference witti'

3f the enemy in banning
our movement w ggwkmmxo ry transfer of power
that we seek dc $Mtx K&KCQNK 1eomingnational
consultative co: W1 nation wl'icl: favours
the rapld advanc /%S$Q

goal of libera'non.
Our movement can WkKNQ as contributed
decisively to the %&%%w& 19 ANC .is now called

"izpon to chart the
point where'-we can

mount a decisive a #-'yw118rffbmthehands of the raolistMg,

and fascist white minority regime. Z't will be the task of our confe-
rence to chart this path to victory.

The last 25 years have also seen the virtual total collapse of
the colonial syssem, a precess which lt-as hrougi.'a the frontiers of
freedom to the v-Ir-y borders of our country. During this period,- the
conflict between the forces of national liberation, democracy, sccial-
ism and peace on the one hand and thsse cf 11:1pez-ialist reaction and
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war, on the other, continued to sharpen. This stmggle has resulted

in a continuous shift in the balance of forces, intemationelgy, in

favour of the world. mtifimperialist movement; Imperialism continues

to suffer from deep economic crisis, and tt has to contend .with the ,

mounting struggle: of the working peofale and other democratic forces

for peace and social 'pregreaat Faced with, this general crisis, 3071-10,. e

imperialism has launched e new counter-offensive aimed at regaining"

lost ground; In this endeavour, the forces of Ireaction kno no limit,

and their capacity to launch and'sustain a. counter-offeneiv'e is not
e
e

exhausted. The 1aet'25 years have ttseeKtXe greatest increafe in the

stockpiles of nuclear weapons and the shgpehing of the t et of a

nuclear holocaust, thanks to the policy of bltinlqnansthip purs'tzed by t

the imperialist countries. At the saute time, the Vapectre of counter

revolution continues to stalk the world. Countries falling withih

the world sector dominatedhy imperialism have5centinued to fall prey

to the twin scourges of worsening economic deprivation and political

react ion .

This period has however also confirmed that the only choice

available to the peoples is to break out of the grip of imperiialist

tyranny ami to establieh a. social and economic order which seeks to

promote the interests of the ordinary working people. Imperialtemt
w.-(

has demonstrated in practice that it is unable to satisfy the 't
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It is now 25 years since the ANC held its last legal National

Conference within our country. The intention of the enenu_ in banning
our movement was to ensure that the revolutionary transfer of power
that we seek does not take place. Yet our forthcoming national
consultative conference will take place in a situation which fevours
the rapid advance of our struggle closer to the goal of liberation.x
Our movement can take pride in the fact tiab it has contributed
decisively to the emergence of this situation. The ANC_is now called
inon to chart the path which will bring us to the point wherewe can
mount a decisive assault to seize power from the hands of the ranist
and fascist white minority regime. Z't will be the task of our confe-
rence to chart this path to victory.

The last 25 years have also seen the virtual total collapse of
the colonial syssem, a process which has brhught the frontiers of
freedom to the very bhrders of our country. During this period, the
conflict betweer the f'orces of national liberation, democracy, sccial-
ism and peace on the one hand and these sf imperialist reaction and

2/...

 BOX 3l79! LHSAKA, ZAMBIA, TELEPHONE 



 

 

"
4
%

-2-

war, on the other, continued to sharpen. This stmggle has resulted

in a continuous shift in the balance of forces, internationely, in

femur of the world antifimperialiet movement.- Imperialism continues

to suffer from deep economic crieil, anti it has to. contend with the ,

mounting struggles of the working peofule and. other democratic forces

for peace ad social pregnant Faced withthie general crisis, HOPE. .

imperialiem has launched. e new counter-offensive aimei at regaining

lost ground; In this endeavour, the forces of reaction kno no limit,

and their capacity to launch ani'sustain a. counter-offensiv'b is not

e

exhausted. The last 25 years have seethhegreatest increafe in the

stockpiles of nuclear weapons and. the sharperiing of the t at of a

nuclear holocaust, thanks to the policy of brinkmanship pursued by

the imperialist oountrtes. At the same time, the spectre of counter-

revolution continues to stalk the world. Countries falling withih

the world sector dominatedby imperialism havebcentinued to fall prey

to the twin scourges of worsening economie deprivation and. political

react ion .

This period has however also confirmed that the only chov'ioe

available to the peoples is to break out of the grip of imperiialist

tyranny and to establish a. social and economic order which seeks to

promote the interests of the ordinary working people. Imperialiem
w- i

has demonstrated in practice that it is unable to satisfy the "
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material and spiritual needs of the people and. the progressive trans-
x

fermajgpns1that have taken place in many parts of the world during

this period, confirm the bankruptcy of imperialiSm and neo-colonialism

and demonstrgte the resolve of the peoples to change their lives for

the better, despite the most fierce resistanee by the forces of react-

tion. Our own struggle is taking place in this international context

and itself adds to the offensive of the forces of progress and is

supported and strengthened by these forces. Our discussions will

therefore have to take these international factors into account,

eSpecially since the region of southern Africa has emerged in the last

25 years as one which imperialism considers an important zone in its  global strategy, an area that .hmust be preserved within its fold atx x x . u

all costs. I. 1 xx  
3., , Over the last 25 years, South Africa has 311d into a chronic . 1:

crisis affecting the entire structure of the racist colonia1economy.

This was, and1s accompanied by a general decline in the 11vin'g stan- _  :1de :91theblack people. :On' :the other hana, the Hea1lth of our

country has Men and bontiimes to tbefconcentrated intofewer and ,

fewertzhandsg and t.W, it is controlled by a handful o1 localaixi

foreign giant oorporutiohs; At the sameu'timefthe Afnkaneriexplm-

-ters have effectively used their political position to omef'& .

t!emselves an important position in the ownersLip of this Health. I g
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Their position in tt-e economy as part of the capitalist class has led

to an inereasing convergence of views amng all aeotione of the mono-

polists 911 how best to defend the status quo and; perpetuate the

oppression and. auper-exploitation of the black majoritye

l Howeverf in this period we have ale'o Qitneesed .division-sghithin t

the ruling class, and conflicts ameng the rhlers contihee t5 surfaee.

Within Afrikaherdom, differences culminated in the 1982 eplit within

the Nationalist Party; and some landowners; small farmers and workers.-

who belong to the emergent movement opiiese any tampering with the
x

apartheid system, however coshetie i? eight beg These forces openly

propouhd fascist slogans and, although $ng are hysterical in their

attacks against the Bethe clique. they form hart of the entire

Afrikaner oppressor gI-roup. The processes taking place within the

ruling class are a tesult, first and foremost, of the intensification

of the struggle 7.1; the oppressed majority led by the liberation move-

ment. 0n the other hand, some sections of big business demand long-

term policies which, in their thinking, will diffuse the political

and economic crises afflicting the country. It should be emphasised

that all these sections of t-.e exploiter classed agree on the funda-'

mental question of mait'tainin'; the cclonial status of the blacl-g , '

majority. The conference'will have to answer the question, houz'tb

exploit as well as deepen centradictions within the enemy. Faced
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with! the deehening gehera1crisis of the apartheid system - as shown

by th'e-jstructural crisis of the economy and the popular' offensive for

- peop1e's hower - the resist rulers now and then adopt 'I'new" metheds

of rule in ordeh to defend the status quo. The past 25 year; have .

seen the emergence of the bantustan 3:,Stem and its intensification to

the point wherea few among these rural backwaters have'been declared

"independent". Millions of African people heve forma11y beein deprived

of their citizenship; forced removals and other evils of the bantu-g

stan eys'tem have been intensified. In these wees; the po1icies

pureued by'lthe fegime amount tohothing less than genocide... The

racist regime relies, for the implementation of this strategy, on a  
few prepertied individue1's .grom among the African pe0p1e. Dependent

K

for. this self-advanoemeht 3hi1a13510uts from their mastersfthese traitors
t;

have not came second in their mthlcssness ageinst the people.

The latest designs to manage the everwdeepehing crisie, the

so-called totalstrategy constitute ah inten51fication of 9.11the evi1s

of aparthem, and a mod1f1oationof its min3r aspectsto givethe

resist :cplonial system'ga semblance of regpectabilityeCentral in_ the

new drive; is an even theateEt militarisatienlef th3 country -the V V ' . i.

acquisition of larger: ateeks of modern armaments incl ing Annelear" i '

weahons, longer terms otvservi'ce and now conschiptioh; f white immi-

grants and "Coloured" and Indian-youth, the involvemcri of 81-1 whites
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in the sc-callcd frea Defincc System. ?'iliterisr: has also meamt the

intensification 3f tint wcgrcsmve drive to domiu:tc. tE-x-z sub-contincnt.K.

JTetal stratcgy 1-;s also meant 17in: concantrrtior; 0:? all power in th (

1hands of the Botlza/EQalau; CiiQU-J- The new constitution wlaich puts

dictatorial powers in t_le hands of an executive president. constitutes

a culmination of the process whereby the military upper, crust ad a
n , -2

feat choseln individiugls will run. the country gaud supervise the opera-

tion of tte stteanlittd and centralised ggvcrnmgntal structures; The .

entmf strategy;$lsg aims at driving a wedge between.the "Coloured? _-

and lndiAn pe;tle on the one hand, and the Africans on th& bth5f. Bit

offering the fermer token representation in the dummy pgrliamentd, E

the regime seeks to win them over tq its sidegt However, as the outcome

of the "elections" showed, this attgmtt Rag met with dismal failure.

In addressing ourselves to this quegtign,VCngerencc will have

to chart the hay forward to ensure that this historic victory becomes

a stepping stbne to the.goa1 of rendering this new strugturc and

all institutions of Apartheid unwtrkable. Similarly, we will have to

consider the question of thc local administrative structures such as

the urban councils, as well as the attempts of the- enemy to divide

the rural and urban sections of the African people into hostile camps

by offering the lgtter petty sops. Th; unity shown in the struggle

against the Koornhof Bills and ?gainst forced removal: and evictions
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is a manifestation of the potential in tho dirpotion cf cementing the

unityiin action of the workers and landless peasantry. This unity

should be worked. for among all black and democratid forces, especially

at 'this period when the regime has intensified it; programme to win

over what it terms "the black middle class" into defenders of the

6dlbnial sysfem. Although none among the black people is bcingraised

a$6ve his/hei colonial status, the- danger of introduction. of reformist

illusions among Sections of our people remains. He must pay constant

attention to this development, exfose and challenge tl'aese mschina-

tions from all directions. The need to cemeht the unity of tin! broad

democratic movement, rand to broaden as well as deepen its base is made

the more imperative by thcigrgent task we face ofdefeating the enemy's

., fix.

xx
i

R

new offens1ve.

h

-

mo achieve the purpose of'dividing and thusmendering the demo-

;ratic 'movement ineffective, the forces of reaction also rely 6n 8.

number of political "and ideological positions which seek'io take

advantage 9f 3the immaturity of certain Beot'igns bf our pjpulation.

These positions have .ixicluded anti-cominunigni, (Eitreme nitionglism,

racism, tribalism and ultra-leftism. It ,is also cleirsihat the enemy.

will carry put Various measizres to seek to drive a wgdge Etween the '

democratic movanent 9.1: home and the section of: our move -nt outside

Ithe country. - ' .
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No revolution oan take place if there is no revolutiona& organi-

sation to organise; educate and- lead. the masses in the struggle foi

the capture of power; The historic hission o? the me is to lead #3.

masses of our peeplo in the struggle for the victor? of tho natiolr'i-ai

democratic revolhtiori. It will therefore be oric of the pfihoioal tasks

of our conferchce to discuss our state of organisatibn with dview to

proposing; such cl;anges as would help further to strengthen the ANC

and make it an even more effective vanguard organisotion of our 2:. o

national liberation movement. ThetZNCthaQ been illegal within our
ht ._

country for 24 years now; During? this peiioci, the enemy has: used

various: means and methods to suppress our vwrhrd g.ganisation. These

have included the hanging, assassination, torture, imprisonment, deten-

tion, banning end behiazluzzent of ANC leaders and cadres. T'I'hc enomy has

gone further' to wage a political amt). ideological struggle against the

$0 aimed at fomonting divisions within our ranks and isolating; us from

the masses of our pcchu This campaign has e$cnted 'to the r#st of

the world, with the. Iretoria regime seeking to get the ANC uprooted

from the independent States of Southern Africa and from other countries

where it maintains diplomrtic missions. At other times, the enemy has

sed various means in an attempt to discredit our organisationgs a

whole or specific individual members of the AHC. Practice haE ghoved

that, for the enemy, no manoeuvre is too intricate, no lie too big,

no fabrication too base and no crime too horrendous in its efforts to

destroy our movement.
9/...



As we prepare for our conference, the reality we find is that

the '11:?0 enjoys massive pomllerity among the masses of qur people who

have, as our leadership has pointed out in the past, virtually lifted

the ban on_ our movement. uThe ANC owes this resilience to the fact

that its policy accords with the fundamentalwpirations of our

people; its strategy and tact ies have kept pace wit? the yearning of

the masses for liberation; its practical activities have helped further

to'hhleash the revolutionary energies of the people and to give flireo-

tion to therevolutionamr anger of'the masses. Our very succesefs

however impose a1 obligation on us to march forkard, together 131th

these risen masses, with bold steps towards victory. For this, we

need a strong and dynam1c ANC-that cen and must respond to the demands

oftthe revolution. To fashion such an ANC, we have to bridge the gap 1
K

which exists between the widosPrZ-zad popularity of our movement and   
its actualpfganised strength within the ecuntry. The ANC is faced

with the challenge of taking full advantage of the pcpulahgtyof our

Organisation among the masse- to develop'an crtenswegandergromxd __ L

machinery capable of reaching the majority of our people in all parts

20f the oomtry. J'his ,is aquestion which requires to be dealt with ' ;:

urgentLv. Hhen we avsre observing the 79thmv'er'sary of our movement,

'the NBC pointed.eut that over theyears the ARC had developed from an 3:

African organisation to one that represents 811 revolutionary and  democratic forces of our country, of all nationalities.

10/...  
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At the 1.!omgo1'o Consultative Conference of 1969,1t was decided

that we should open mcnbersl1p of the ARC externally to all South

ifrican revolutionaries without regard to nationality. Our forth-

coming Conference will be called upon to decide wheticr kc should

go beyond this positionand formally open mmberehip at home aswell,

and whether we should remove the restrietion that only Africanaomrades

4
As we have already observed, over the last 25 years the apart-f

can be members of the NEC.

heid regime has pushed ahead.with9tte Taptustan programme,, Among
. x91

'others, this has had the three effects 5: increasing tn; proportion

of the African peo0310 in the ccuntrvside,.turh1ng his countryside

into an area in which the masses have truly nothing to lose but their

chains and encouraging the re-birth of narrow ethnic consciousness t

and loyalties. TnLte va.e.ce of our revolution requires that we pay

ever greater attention to the rural masses, to raise our organised

strength among these masses in order to increase our capacity to draw

them into the rcvolutionany struggle in their millions.

In the document "Strategy and Tactics? adopted at the Morogoro

Conference of 1969, we pointed out thet the working class constitutes

the leading social force in the struggle for the victory of the nation-

al democratic revolution. Therefore it goes without saying that our

increased attention to the countriside does not in any sense mean that

11/...
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we should relax our efforts to drew the workers into the ranks of the

ANC engio educatt 'Zt:.er.-. to play t1Cir vanguard role.

The struggle for a. democratic and non-racial system of education

in South Africa, especially from 1976 to date, has dzmtwml a whole

gencrat1on of the youth into the struggle for the transfer 01'" power

to the people; Naturally, this has reflected itself in ,a "sizcrp

increase in the proportion of young people in the 1.1embership of our

orgamisation. In our structures externally, we have the Youti. and

Sthdent Section which is an important formation wit! in our movement

charged, among other things, with the .task of edicuting and training

our youth to pl'w their role as the rightful 'inheritors of the tradi-

tion of retolutionm' atrgggle handed down to us; 1:5; previous genera-

X
tions. _Yet no similar format'etexists inside the country charged

with this task, since the Youth leiguc- was dissolved by decisions of ,

our movement when we had to _gr.- underground. Our Conference will have

to discuss the question whether we should extend the Youth nection to
rig .5'. ;

within ourcountry. Smilaxfl;r wewill have to con:ider the correct-
1 v,

ness or otherwise of proeeedmgin thesame way mth regard to the
a
1.1

Women's Section. ' '
1,; 't 1". V ' V

At the time :it was banned, ;;I;he ANC gecided t9 , establish an

External Mission to moilise international mlitical and ma.terial

' resources to reinforce the internal struggle. Owing to the successes

12/... 
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of the enemr against our movement during the period of extrema reaet-

ion, our External tiission assumed. the functions of our internal I

stmtures. The successes we have secred' in recenstruetihg our move-

ment insidd theeountry have created the possibility fo1- us to review

this situation. The Conference will have to look into this qeestion.

Despite this, it remains a fact of 01.111131111111011 that the Euternali

Hission must continue to play a vital role in the development of the

struggle ihside our country. OurConference will therefore have 1:91

discuss what measures we haveto-eglopt to improve the quality of our

membership outside our country. Up 901now, we have not succeeded to

develop and. implomeij a consistent cadre policy designed to Euild the

kind of cadre that our struggle demands. The Conference will have to

pay attention to 1th 5 question. Equally important is the issue of

politic9.1 life wit'in our organisation externally. All members of

the ANC should ideally belong to basic units of RPC's including those

of the 'sfomen's And Youth Sections. lt is through these units zmd the

related senior stmtvres of the movement of the ANC, among other

things, that the membership is able to participate in the formulation

of policy. These units should also act as a control mechanism to

ensure that we also discharge our obligatiOns to the movement Jand the

struggle in general. The Conference will therefore have tgi-dltiscuss

the functioning of these structures, especially with regard to the

question of whether tie:- are adequate to ensure the active political

13/...
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involvement of all members as well as sufficient and timely commmi-
'. 1.

cati_f.o'bctweon the lean.azlcarshi1 and. thc membership. In this context,

it will be necessary for the Conference tc- discuss the question

whether or net tlurc is may need, at this stage, '12-: adopt 2: document

defining constitutions'11 guidelines which would stipulate trc naazmer

in which the organisation should operate. The Conference will also

have to discuss the issuc of political life within the Ptoplc's Anny,

Umkhonto We Sizwe, and seek to agree on the role of t);cpolitic -

organsof thc AHC within MK. These are. some of tho mrjor questions

that we will have to discuss under the item, state of crganisation,

with the clear aim of reaching a consensus on ways and means of

improving our organiS?tional effectivenessos to en"ure that we are
x

properly geared to carry outxoxur _31istoric mission of leading the
. ix1
t

democratic movement of our country to victory over theforoes of

colonialism, racism and fascism.

5. '. , The developmentof the mass democratic struggle iS_yet another

important element inour strategy. -In this area, wehave made many

important strides forward, Millions of)our people have participated

and are participating in active struggle against the apartheid regime

both around. local and national issues. . muse struggles have drawn in

all nationalitiezt, classes and. stratai. Increasingly, thanks to the

correct positions: eSpoused in thc FI;eedom Charter, this mass dcmoratic

movement is adopting the same political positions and, on this bzsis,

14/...  
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is further extending its organisational unity, and hence its hapacity

to act togetheh as ch; uhited force; However, even in this area, many

questiohs still pcmgih to be attended t9. Hilliona of our people

remain outside the mass democratic fbrmations. These include all

sections of our people. The level of ma.gg orgpnisatiou in the countryb

side, in both the commercial farms and tho Bantustans remain low. '

Correspondingly, in these areas, we have not succeeded to develop

active mass resistance to apartheid oppression and exploitation. This v

is a task which needs to be tacklgdhhith gtcater vigour and urgency.
hx Kx.

In this context, we should point outxthgt he have also not properly

utilised our possibilities of working within hbactionary organisations

and enemy institutions in order to gain accegs to the masses who might

be influenced hy such groupings and to neutr?lise and transform these

. . ' . .ae . .groupings 1n favour of the revolut1on. .hc motto 13 to be wnercver

the poo p10 arc

The majority of the working class of our country also continues

tc be outside the democratic movement. The ANC has the organic7tion-

a1 capacity to make even greater strides in the struggle to ensure h

that these unorganiscd workers are brbught into the trade union move"

ment. We are observing 1984 as.our year of the womeh.nhThiswishihi ;

recognition of the fact that the women of our country, who coEStitutc

more than 50 per ceht of our people have a pivotal role to play in

the struggle for liberation. Therefore our aim is once more to

15/...



l'.

mganiie the unorganized sections among our womcnfolk and to mobilise

the women into active struggle. It's hoewver true that much worle

still remains to be done in this regard. It is;- also' true that we

have as yet and as a movement, not yet paid consistent and comprehen-

sive attention to the question of the liberation of women within the

context of the struggle for national and social emancipation. "e need

to attend to this question, both with regard to its theory and in the

practical conduct of the struggle. Similarly, large numbers of young

people remain outside the organised structures of the democratic

movement. This is a weakness which needs to be corrected toensug'e

that the youth, who have already demonstrated their revolutionary

potential and foerlcsxsneshsh,eere involved in their entirety inkthe

stb-uggle. As the crisis of the )balrtheid system persists and deepens,

idivisions among the white O_ppressor population also assume perma- I

nency. This gives greater poseibilit ies' 'for the national liberation

movement to win over to Vite eside ever greater numbers of our 'white

compatriots. H'I'his raises the questiOn, ?mong others, Vyhether there

is need to establish special formations to eater for such democratic-

minded whites of,the OOD-typc', 01' whether they ahoumbe drawn into

existing noh-Braoial democratic stmtures. As a. revolutionary move-

ment, we ere interested'the't the mass democratic movement should

assume an orientation which focuses the central task of the destruo- _

tion of the apartheid regime and the transfer of power to the people.

16/0. 0
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In our mass work we therefore have the responsiBility to inject and

promote the politics of revolutionary change which the January 8th,

1984 NEC statement spoke of. This is of utmost importance as no

revslutionary transfer of peter can take place if the masses of our

people do not act as a conscious revolutionary force with clear and

5.

correct strategic and tactical ObjCOtiVeSd Consequently, we need to

address the question - what should these objectives bet In this

regard, we also need to have a clear perspectivt and a programme of
t ;

work directed at translating the fithmcntal thesis of the working

. xx Et
class as the vanguard force in thexnational democratic revolution

K ' . . '
K. 4

into reality.

The last 25 :uars have demonstrated that the enemy is unable

to stop the prdcess of the emergence and growth of mass democratic

organisations. Ail the :neny measures, whether of repression or

deceitful political manoeuvre only have the cpfcct, in the long run,

of inspiring the ptoplc further into struggle. The pirncipal task

of our pccplc is to expand the democratic movement in our couhtry to

activise this movement further into struggle and to develop it into

a mass political army of revolution. Our conference is charged with

the task of assisting to draw the guidelines pointing the way forward

x .

.l.towards the accomplishment of these objectives.
2

The permanence and decisive importance of thc strategy of armed

struggle to the liberation process is accepted by the masses of our t

17/...
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peopljej Every blow that Umkhonto He Sizwc stfilms at the enemy is

recteived by our people with revolutionary acc_laim. Over the years, I

the people's army has carried out many operations as a form of armed

propagzmda. These have achieved the aims of further reinforcing the

mass popular upsurge, popularising armed struggle and demonstrating

in practice that we are capable of penetrating the enemy's wall of

security and defeating a reactionary force which had sought to

present itself as invincible. Clearly, we still need to continue

with these acts of armed propaganda as part of _o'ur general offewwive.

Our principal task in the. military sphere however are to expand our

organised military; strength-within the country and to develop our

armed actions into a cqntifiizous, nationwide arfd escalating effort;

sivc. To achieve these objetgtivetgi requires that our armed units

" should be biased arrtong the masses of 'our people, relying on them for t

protection and sxmtenc'gxace, and, at the. some time, drawing greater

and greater numbers of' our ,Iieople into combat.

Accordiggly, we should tfeat tho catires we have and will havd'

outside our country as the core ofthe geople's army, that-we are-

mining. This means that these cadres s'hould, 1n the main reocix're

a11-roundpolitipa1, military and organisational training which

would entable them to act as the control centre of the multi-million

army that we have to train and engage in action in order to be vic-

torious. Therefore we are talking of an arm! core that has a. very
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high level of political development, that is, in the first. in'stance,

composed of political cadres of the ANC, agld thag sees itself as 9

political representative "of the maple first end"second, '25 a

specialised grOup of women and men, trained to carry and use Weapons

of war. The Conference will therefore ha. :3 to address itself to this

question.

Our strategy in its totality as well as the practical quefstions

we have to .solve in the conduct 'othhaHstmgglc also raise many
x

questions about the social compositionxof the core (if the pecple's
x.i

army that wc- hz:vc been talkihg about. Our rtelity is that, in the

main, this core is composed of young people, meet of w! on were

students when they volunteered to join the ranks of the 27K. On them

has fallen t-.e task of prosecuting the armed. struggle and bringing

it to the commendable level where it is today. Yet we can see from

our own experience that the quality of tie j,v.oplr..'s army has suffer-

ed. from thr; relative- absencc from its ranks of the workers and the

peasants. Our own perspect ivc with regard to tlu. rele of h 05:0

LI
"
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H .1'r;1.be.-s.ncc.. Conference will -ave tc rzddrcsr: itself to 1511-1: questicx

of 1412:.t stays we hair; the take to solve thi: problem. It is. 8.l._.-':: trun

that within fig: rack? (ff this leading; core L_n. ':;110?": '1? er. inhalant:

wii'i: ragird tr tli. yrcsence -.L' .12; various n:itix.:taz.'. rrcupr bhz't
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constitute the population of cur ceuntry. In part, this situation

peihtS'te the depth of the protl me we have to solve with regard to.

the national question in our country. Our perspective of the deve-

lopment ef the armed struggle visualises ; situaticn when we shall

be able not only to challenge and defeat the fascist army in our

country, but also be able to defend the victerious revolution against

both external and internal forces of ecunter-revolutien. This

implies that we should prepare the cadres who can, in fact, act as

well qualified and competent Specialists even in the ficLi of regular

warfare to ensure that our state of preparedness takes into account

all contingencies, while being based on the practical demands of our

revolution.. We are ealled upon to confront and defeat the mostxht , .

advanced army on the Africahquaginent. This is a task that he will

, achieve. Our conferenncc has to help provide the ideas whick can

contribute to transform this objective into reality.

7. During the last 25 years, the ANC led our people through tdtter

struggles against the colonial racist regime. Despite all manoeuvres

by the enemy to strike fatal blows against this organisation and our

struggle, our movement fer national liberation has remained united

around the policy, strategy and tactics of the ANC. In the coming J

period it will be necessary that we continue to pay attention to the

tzsk of ensuring maximum unity of the op;ressed people and all demo-

cratic forces.
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The challenge facing: us, individually and as a' collective is

to raise higher the strikin'g capacity of our organisation, to enable

it to play its central role in the struggle for the seizure of power

0

by our people.

The process of increasing the striking capacity of cm: movement,

would demand that we Strengthen all our units from the lowest to the

highest echelons.

Active participation in the prepafetions for the coming National
xx

ht

Consultative Conference constitutes one of the efforts in strength-

ening t' e ANC. It is a task we must and shall aibhieve.

FORWARD K: TEE: NATIOi-E 2L CONSULTATIVE COILEREHCE;

FCRE-IAED TO FLY3PLE'S POWER!


