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Part I
It is now 25 years Since the ANC he‘lc’i ite last legal National

Conference wit " f the enemy in banning

our movement w (} A \}\\\(\;\QJ‘Y\X’Q Ty transfer of power
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the rapid agvanc k\/\‘;) foal of liberaiion,

Our movement can \Q \N@ as contributed

décisiveiy to the <j 3\ o)}\\ 16 ANC is now called
w\ : :

“upon to chart the point where we can

mount a aecisive ] —wovel from the hands of the raolst

and fascist white minority regime. It will be the task of our confe-

rence to chart this pati: to victory.

The last 25 years have also seen the V'-rtual total collapse of
the colorual Sysiemy & process which lasg hrougi:-t the frontiers of
freedom to 1':he_ vary bAordersb of our country, During this period, the
conflict betweer the forces of nectionzl liberation, democracy, sccial-

ism and peace on the one hand and th-se of imperiazlist reaction ang
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war, on the other, continued to sharpen. This strugzle has resulted
in a continuous shift in the balance of forces, internationally, in
favour of the world anti-imperialist movement. Imperialism continues
to suffer from deep eoonomic crisis, and it has to contend witl the
mounting struggles of the working people and other democratic forces
for peace and social pr;:gress,_ Faced with this general crisis, world
imperialism has laxmohgd a new counter—offensive aimed at regaining
lost ground; In this endeavour, the forces of reaction knoj no limit,

and their capacity to launch and sustain a counter—offensive is not

-~

..

exhzusted. The last 25 years have Been;ih\q‘ greatest_ increafe in the
stockpiles of nuclear weapons and the sha\i"pgriing of the thrigat of a
nuclear holocaust, thanks to the policy of ’b;:"inlcnans‘hip purs‘ﬁed by ‘
the imperialist oountrifes. At the saxﬁe time, the spectre of counter-
revolution continues to stalk the worlds Countries falling withir;
the world sector domina.ted.by imperialism have‘_cdntinued to fall prey

to the twin scourges of worsening economic deprivation and political

Teactione.

This period has however also confirmed that the only cho"ice
available to the peoples is to break out of the grip of imperiia.list
tyranny and to establish a social and economic order which seeks to
promote the interests of the ordinary working' peoplee Imperial@srn’

v

has demonstrated in practice that it is unable to satisfy the '
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Part 1

~ It is now 25 years since the ANC heid its last legal National
Conference within our countrye The intention of the enemy in banning
our movement was to ensure that the revolutionary transfer of power
that we seek does not take place. Yet our forthéoming‘national
consultative conference will teke plece in a situation whick favours
the rapid agvance of our struggle closer to the goal of liberaiion.,
Our movement can take prld; in the fact that it has contribu%ed
dec1s1ve1y to the emergence or this\situation. The ANC is now called
“upon to chart the path whiéh wiil bring us to the point where we can
mount a de0151ve assault to seize Povier from the hands of the r301st

and fascist white minority regime. Tt will be the task of our confe-

rence to chart this pati: to victory,

26 The last 25 years have also seern the virtual total collapse of
the colonial Systemy a process which las brbugtt the frontiers or
freedom to the very borders'of our country, During this period, the

conflict betweer the forces of nectionzl liberation, democracy, sccial-

ism and peace on the °ne hand znd thoge of imperialist reaction angd
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war, on the other, continued to sharpens This strugzle has resulted
in & continuous shift in the balance of forces, internationally, in
favour of the world anti-imperialist movement. Imperialism continues
$o suffer from deep eoonomic crisis, and it has to contend with the

mounting struggles of the working people and other democratic forces

for peace and social progress, Faced with this general crisis, world

imperialism has launched a new counter—offensive aimed at regaining
lost grounds In this endeavour, the forces of reaction knop no limit,

and their capacity to launch and sustain a counter—offensive is not

S

exhousted. The last 25 years have ‘seenj}@ grea.test increafe in the
stockpiles of nuclear weapons and the sharpenmg of the ¢ - ét of a
nuclear holocaust, thanks to the pohcy of brmkmanshxp pursued by
the imperialist oountries. At the same time, the spectre of counter—
revolution continues to stalk the world. Countries falling withix.x
the world sector dominated-hy imperialism have'céntinued to fall prey
to the twin scourges of worsening economic deprivation and political

Teaction.

This period has however also confirmed that the only cho!l.i.oe
available to the peoples is to break out of the grip of imper!ialist
tyranny and to establish a social and economic order which seeks to
promote the interests of the ordinary working peoplee Imper:.ahsm

- {

has demonstrated in practice that it is unable to satisfy the :
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material and spiritual needs of the people and the progressive trans-

%

férma#%pns“that have taken place in many parts of the world during
this period, confirm the bankruptcy of imperialism and neo-colonialism
and demonstrgte the resolve of the peoples to change their lives for
the better, desrite the most fiéroe resistanée by the forces of react—
tion. Our own struggle is taking place ir this international context
and itself adds tc thc offensive of theiforces of progress and is
supported and strengthened by these forceé. Our discussions will
therefore have to take these international factors into account,

especially since the region of southern Africa hes emerged in the last

25 years as one which imperialism considers an important zone in its

‘global strategy, an area that must be preserved within its fold at

all cosfs. e \

3.~ ~ Over the last 25 years, South Africa hes slid into a 'c}ionic : : i
crisis affecting the entire structure of‘ the racist coloniai" e:cohorxw. '
This ‘was, @nd 'is acoompanied by a general deolinc in t‘me 1iving stan-b
dards of the tlaok people. on #he other hana, the Health of our -

country has been and continues to be, concentrated anth Coner mnd
fewer hands, and today, it is controlled by t; handful of local and
foreign giant corporations. &t the samc'—“'time,-‘the Afr:.kaner‘explo:.-
‘ters have effectively used their political position to 'c'.;arve" f'oz; .
themselves an important position in the ownerslip of this wealths’ | ;
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Their position in tie cconomy as part of the capitalist class has led
to an inéreasing convergence of views ziionz all sections of the mono-
polists on how best to defend the status quo and perpectuate the

oppression and super—exploitation of the black majoritye

* However, ' in this period we have also ﬁitnessed'divisioﬁs;ﬁithin'
the ruling class, snd conflicts among the rulers e AR G S
Yithin Afrikanerdom, differences culminated in the 1982 §plit within
the Nationalist Farty; and some landowners, smell farmers and workers“

who belong to the emergent movement oﬁb&se any tampering with the

S

apartheid system, howcver cosﬁetic‘is‘ﬁgghf bese These forces openly
propound fascist slogans and, although tﬁgx‘are hysterical in their
attacks against the Botha clique, they form bart of +the entire
Afrikaner oppressor éroup. The processcs taking place wi%hin the
ruling class are a fesult, first and foremost, of the intensiiication
of the struggle .y the orpressed majority led hy the liberation move~
mente On the other hund, som: sections of big business demand long-
term policies which, ir tlelr thinking, will diffuse the political
and economic criscs afflicting the countrve It should be emphasised
that all these sectionc of i. ¢ cxpleciter clussen agree on the funda—
mental questicn of mairtaininz the cclonial stadtus of the black - -
majoritys The confercence will hcove to answer tle question, hauitb

i

exrloit as well as deeren contradictions within t:i¢c eneimye Faced
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with tpe de.e.pen:'i.na ge;leral_crisis of the apartheid sy.stem - as shown
by ti'x’e.»structural orisis of the cconomy and the popular offensive for
' people's bower - the facist rulers now and then adopt "new" meth(':ds
of rule in ordeI; to defend tre status quoe The past 25 years ha\_re ‘
seen the emergence of t}*e bantustan system and its intensification to
the po:.nt whrere '2 few among “these rural bach:aters have |be.en declared
"independ'ehf“ Millions of African pccplc heve formally bee{n deprived
of their citizenship; foroed romov:;ls c..nd oth=~r evils of the 'bantu—
stan system have been 1n'benS1f10d. In these a.reufs.',v the pelicies
pur.s.ued by 'thé i‘egime amount to.nothing less tra.n genocidc'.‘ The
:acist regime rclies, for the implementation of this strategy, on 2o
few propertled md:.vuiuals g‘rom among the African pcoples Dcpcndent

for tkls self-advanoement oh haa;xdouts from their masters,’ -these tra:]:‘tors

.

have not come second in their ruthlcssness against the people,

The latest designs to manage the ever-deepehing crisié, "‘che
so—called total ‘strategy constitute an 1ntens1flcat1on of all the ev:.ls
of ,aparthexd, and & modlﬁcatmn of its minor aspects to g:.ve the
racist tolonial systen 2 sem’bla.nce of regpectability.' Central in_ ‘the -
new drive; is an even -g;-éa'ieét militarisation:cr;f tho coun'try 2 thg |
aoquisition of larger. Stocks ©f modern armamente incl ing nuclear
weai)ons, longer terms oi;‘vservi'ce and now conscfiptiorl; f white immi-
grants znd "Ccloured" and Indian youth, the involvemen} of all whites
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in the sc—calicd “rea Def.ace Systeme Militeris: hzs zlso mcuant the
intcnsification Jt tic acgressive drive te dominc tc tre sub-contincnt.
Total strategy lcos alse meant she concontr:tion of zll pewsr in the
lzandsicf <the Botl‘;a/!;alau clicuce. The new constitution whick puts
dictaterial powers i: ﬁ_;:c hands of @ executive president. coﬁsti‘ku‘bes
a cvlmination of tE-Qe proqéss wlﬁereby the military upper c‘rust ang =
fow :hosén ihdividﬁgi% will rur the country end supervise the opera—
tion of the stxv'vea.mliﬁ"ed and ccntralised (-;gvcx_'runvental structuresys The
enemy strategrré.lsq aims at driving a wedge between the Woo louredy -~
a.mi 1ndién pf::;)plc- on he one hand, and ti}.e Africans. on the bthér’. r;r
offering the former tolicn representation in the dumay pgrlia.menté. &
the regime seeks to win them over tg its side, Ilowecver, as the outcome
of the "elections” ghowed, this attgmét iiag met with dismal failure.
¥ N

In ‘addressing ourselves to this o_‘ues}iqn, Caonference will have
to chart the way forward to ensure that this }iistoric victory becomes
a stcpping stone to the. geal of rendering this new struc‘turc and
all institutions of Apa.rtheid unworkablee Similzrly, we will-havo to
consider the question of the local azdministrative structures such as
thc urban councils, as well as the attempts of thc encvmy to divide
tiic rurel and urban s‘ecticns of tkhe African pcople into hestile camps
bty offering the lz‘;tter petty sopse The unity shown in tho strugele
2gainst the Koornhof Bills and against forced rencvals and eviciions
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is a manifestation of the potential in the direction cf cementing the
1m1t3i§1 action of thc workers and landless _peasantry. This unity
should be worked for among all black and democratic forces, especially
at .this period when the regime has intensified it;s programme to win
over what it terms '"the black middle class" into defenders of the
6616nia1 sysfem. Althoughl nonc among the black pcople is bcmg raised
above his/hér colonial status, thc denger of introduction of reformist
illusions amonz sections of our peoplc remainse UYe must pay constant
2ttention to this development, exfoso and cl:allenge these m:china-
tions from 211 dircctionse The need to cement the unity of ‘bhi broad
dcemocratic movement, ¢nd to broaden as wecll as deepen its base is made

the more imperativc by the urgent tesk we face of defeating the encmy's
N
~ -.‘-_\\
\\\‘\

; T

new offensivee.

-

To achieve the purpose of‘dividin(; and thus.rendering thc demo—
;ratlc ‘movement meffectlve, th\— forces of reaction also rely on a
number of political and 1deolog1ca1 positions which seck’ to take
advantage of ‘the immaturity of certain aeotlons of our pop'ulatmn;
Thoese posrhons have included ant..—conmunlsm, extreme natlonahsm,
racism, *tr'ibalism and ‘ultra-leftism._ It is also clear;-that the eneuw.
will carry out wvarious measures to seek to drivé a2 ué;ige »‘Between the
democratic movement at home and thc section of.' our move rrt outside
the country. - ;
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No revolution can take place if t'ere is no revolutiona.z& organi-
sation to organise, cducate a.nd. lead the masscs in thoe étnlggle fon"-
the capture of powers The historic mission o” tho ANC is to lcad the
messcs of our people in the stmggle ‘for the victorj of ‘t‘hAo natio;iai
democrat‘ic revolufiori. It will therefore be onc of the pfihéij:al tﬁsks
of our conferchce té discuss our state of organisation with a view to
proposing such ciangee as would help further to strengticn the ANC
and méke it an even rore effective wanguerd or,ganiscition of our =2 *
national liberation movcment. ’I'l"xe\II-TC\-h;":Q been illegal within our
N ~

country for 24 ycars nov. During this pei?iod:, the cnemy has uscd
variovs mcans and methods tc suppress our vun:‘u*d c.gonisaticne These
nzve included thc honging, assassinetion, torture, imprisonment, deten-
tion, banning &nd behia:l:z:zent of ANC leaders end cadrese. T'I‘ho. en\emy hés
gonc further to wage = politicel and idcological strugglc against the
IC aimed 2t fomenting divisions within our reaaiks and iscla‘bing us from
the masses of cur pccpl-e This campeign hec extented to the rest of
the werld, with the [retoria regime sceking to get the 4ANC uprooted
from thc independent States of Southern Africa and from other countries
where it maintains diplomctic missionse At other fimes, the cnemy has
sed verious mecans in an attempt to discredit our orgenisation as &
whole or specific individuzl members of the ANC. Practice has ';:)z;oved
that, for the cncmy, no manoeuvre is too intricate, no lic tco big,
no fabrication too bosc and no crime too horrerdous in its cfforts o

destroy cur movemente

Y eee



As we preparc for our conference, the reality we find is that
tre AL?C enjoys massive pomllerlty among the masses of our people who
have, as our leadershir has pointed out in thc pest, virtually lifted
the ban on our movemente . .The ANC owes this resilicnce to the fact
that its policy accords with the fundamental aspirations.of our
people; its strategy and tactics have kept pace wit: the ycarning of
the masses for liberationj its practical ectivities have helped further
to ppleash the revolutionary cnergies of the pcople and to give p.ireo-
tion to the.revolutiona.r},r anger of the messess Our very succengs
however impose a2n obligation on us to merch forward, together w'ith
these risen masses, with bold steps towards victory. For this, we
need a strong and d,,vnam.c ANC that can and must respond to thc demands
of the revolutlon. To fa.sh.wn such an ANC, we heve to bridge the gap
widcl exists between the wic;.\csprbad popularity of our m9vm¢nt 2nd
its actual organiscd strength within the countrye The ANC is faced‘
with the challenge of taking full advantage of the popular.’gty of our
organisation mnong the masses to defvc"op an crtenszve &nderground
machinery capa'ble of ret.ohlne the na;;or;ty of our people 4in 21l parte
~of the gcountry. ;This ,is a,question which requires to be dcalt with
urgently. Hhen we 8re obsarvmg the 79th zmn:wersary of our movcnent,
+the NEC po:.n‘ted out that over the yea.rs tho ANC had developed from an
African orgams‘..tlon to onc that represents 211 rcvolutmnery and
democratic forces of our country, of nll nationalities,
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At the !.!omgo;'o Consultative Conference of 1969, it was decided
that we should opcen pcmbérship o: thc‘ANC externally to ali South
African revolutionaries Qithout regard to’nationality. Our forth—
coming Conference will be called upon fo decide wheticr we should
g0 beyondvthis position ﬁnd formally open ﬁeﬁb@fﬁhip at home asvwell,
and whether we shouia ré@?ve the restriétion fhat oni& Africen aonrades
|

As we heve already observed, over the last 25 ycars the 2part-

can be members of the NECs

heid regime has pushed-ahead'witﬁ\itq Pantustan programme, Among
; 3

‘others, this has had the three offccts of increasing thd proportion

of the African peozlc in the cocuntryside, fur%ing his countrrside
into an arca in whicli the messce have truly nothing to losc but their
chains and enoouraging the re=birth of narrow otinic consciousncss °
and leoyalties. The, advarce of our revolut ion requires_that we pay
ever greater attention to the rural masses, to reise our organised
strength among these massces in order to incrcase our capacity to draw

thers into the revolutionary struggle in thoir millions.

In the document "Strategy and Tactics" adopted at the Morogoro
Conference of 1969, we pointed out that the working class constitutes
the lecading socizl foroe in the struggle for the vietory of ibc nation—
al dcmocratic revolutione Therefore it goes without sayin;.téat our

increased attention te tie countriside does not in any sensc mcon that

11 ave



we should relex ocur efforts to draw thc workers into the ranks of the

ANC engﬁ,:bo cducatce thom to play their vanéu.‘_rd rolce

The strugglc for a dcmocratic and non-racial syctem of education
in South Africa, espcoially from 1976 tc detc, has d.lr'a.wnl a whole
gencration of the youth into the struggle for the transfer of power
to the peoplc. Naturally, this has rcflected itself in a sharp
increasc in the proportion of young pcople in the membership of our
organisations In our structures externally, we have the Youbi. and
Studecnt Scction which is an important formction wit!in our movement
charged, emong other things, with thc #ask of educating and training
our youth to pley their rolc as thc righ:tful .inheritors of the tradi-
tion of recvolutionary str'ggglc handcd down to uz:- by prcvious gcenere-
tionse Yet no similar for:n\a&‘o&exists inside thc country charged
}1ith this tesk, sinocc the Ybuth Leagu was dissolved hy decisic;ns pL -
our movement when we hed o go underground. Ourv Confercncc will have
to dlsouss the questlon whether we s}ould oxtend +he Youth weotlon to

within our oour\try Smilarl;' we w111 have to cons ider the correot-—

ness or otberm.se of pmdgédlng in tho same way m'th regard %o the

P
R

Viomen's Sectlon. e 5

oL At $he %imc it was banned, the ANC gecidgd o establish an
External Mission to mobilise international roliticeal and meterial

" resources to recinforcc the internzl struggles Owing to thc successes

12/ace
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of thc cnemy sgainst our movcment during the period of extrcm rc-an:;t-
ion, our External Hission assumed the functions of our intemal :
structuress 'l'he successes we heve scored’ in roconstructlng our movec-
ment 1nside thc coun‘br:/ have created the poselbihty for us %o rev1ew
this srl:uation. The Confererce will have to look into this quest:.on.
Despitc this, it rcmains a fé.ct of ot;r'situe.tion that the }':bcterna.l _—
¥ission must continuc to play a vital role in the dcvclepment of the
struggle iﬁside cur countrye. Our Confercncc- will tnercf‘orc have’ to .i
discuss what ricasuree we have to ‘.,&dopt\ to improve the quality of our
membership outside our country. Up to no'-l, we have not succceded to
develop and implement o consistent oad.rc pollcy' dcs:.gm,d to Build the
kind of cadre that cur struggle demendse. The Zonferance will hove to
pey attention to this fuestione Equally important is the issuc of
pclitical lifc within our orgenisation extcrnallve All members of
thkc ANC chould idecally belong to basic units of RPC's including those
of the “omen's And Youth Scctions. i’t is through these units and the
relcted senior structures of the movement of the AHC, among other
things, that fhe membership is able to participate in the formuletion
of policye These units should also act as a control mecchanism to
cunsurc thaet we also discherge our obligations to the movement ‘.a.nd the
struggle in gencrals The Conference will thereforce have tg';d;iscuss
the functioning of thesc structures, especially with régard tc the
question of whether tier ere adequate to cnsurc the active politicel
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colonialism, racism and fascisme

-

involvement of all members as well as sufficient and timely communi-

Py

catiofi~between the lcacershir and the membershipe In this context,
it will bc ncecssary for the Conferencs to discus: the question
wiicther or net thcre is any need, at this stoge, tc adopt @ document
defining constltutlon al guidelines which wovld stipulate the menner
in which thc orgznisation should operatce The Conference will also
have to discuss thc issuc of political lifc within the Pooplets Amr,
Umkhonto We Sizwe, and scek to agrec on the role of th poht
organs . of thc ANC within MKe Thesec arc somc of the ms jor questions
that we will have to discuss under the item, st;.to of orpganisation,
with thc clear aim of reaching e censensus on ways and mcans of
improving our organisa"aior_lalpfféctivenesscs to ensure that we arc

: \ § ;

properly geared to corry out\o\ur historic miscion of leading the

- Y
o

democratic movement of our country tec victory over the forces of

The dcvelopmerrt of the nass demcratlc stnggle as vct anothcr
:meortant element in our etrategy. -In tlns arca, we have made m..ny
important strides forward.‘ lhlhons of ’our people h ve partxclpa'l;ed
and arc pe.rhclpa.ting in actlve struggle agamst $he ap:.rthem regime
both around loczl and nat:.onal 1ssues. ’Ihcse struggles heve draym in
ali nationalities, classcs and strata. Increesingly, tihianks to the

correct position: espoused in thc Frecdom Charter, this mass dcmocratic

movement is adorting the same political positions and, on this bosis,
14/ sen
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is further extending its.organisational unity, and hcnoe its'éapacify
to act togethef s oﬁc united forces Howcver, cven in this arez, meny
qucstions still rcmai# to be z2ttcnded tq. illions of our pcoplc
remain outaidc t}e mass democratic fbrmations. These include all
sections of our pcoplo. The levcl of mass ore@nisat1on in tbc country—
gidc, in bcth the commcrclal ferms and thc Bantustans remain lou. |
Correspondingly, in those areas, we have not succeeded to develop
active mass resistence to apartheid oppression and oxploitatione This -
is a toesk which needs to be tacklgd‘ﬂith gfcater vigour and urgencye

e NG
~ \
In this context, we shculd point out that we have also not properly

\\‘_ .
utilised our possibilities of working within rc¢actionary orgenisations
and enemy institutions in order to gzin access to the mzsses who night
be influenced by such groupings and to ncutralise and transform these

. ¢ PR . - : .
groupings in favour of the revclution. “phc motto is to be whercver

the people arc

The majority oflthc working class of our couniry zlso continues
tc be cutside thc democratic movemente The ANC has the organisstion—
a2l ccpacity to mekc cven greater strides in the struge tc to cnsurc ‘
that these unorganisced workers are brought into the trade union move—
mente Wc arc observing 1984 as.our year of the womeﬁ.“:Thismis in
recognition of the fact that the women of our country, who coﬁéf&tutc
mere than 50 per cent of our pecple have a pivotal role to play in

the struggle for liberation. Therefore our ainm is oncc more to
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organite the uncrganiced sections among our womenfolk and to mobilisc

the women into active strugglce It's hm:;cver trve that rmch worlg
still rcmains to bec done in this regarde It iz also true thot we
have as yet and &s a movement, net yet pzid consistcnt and comprehen—
sive ettention to thc question of the liberation of women within dhe
context of the strugsle for national and social cmencipatione “'e need
to zttend to this question, both with regard to its theory and in the
practical conduct of the struggle. Similarly, large numbers of young
people remzin outside thc organised structures of thc democratic
movemcnte This is a wcalness which needs to be corrccted to cnsure
that the youth, wio have already demonstrated their rcvelutionary
potential and fcarlcésnesé;\?ré involved in their entirety in the
str;uggle. As the crisis of t\he rparthcid system persists and écepdns,
"divisions among the white oppressor population also assumc perma— |
nencye. This gives greater poseibilities for the national 1iberation
mevement to win over to its side cver greater numbers of our white
compatriots. This raises thc question, gmong others, whether there
is necd to establish speoial formations to cater for such democratic-
minded whites of .the COD-typc, of whethcr they should-bc drawn into
existing -noh:-’-raoie.l democratic structures. As a revolutionary move—
ment, we are interested thet the mass democratic movement should
assume an orientation which focuses the central tosk of the destruo—

tion of thc aparthcid regimc and the transfer of power to the peoplce
16/...
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In our mass work we thercefore have the responsibility to injcct and
promote the politics cf revolutionary change which the Januery 8th,
1984 NEC statement srcke ofe This is of utmost importance =s ne

revclutionery transfer of poﬁer can take plczce if the masscs of our

pcople do not act as 2 conscious revelutionsry foree with cluar cond

ccfrect é%rategic oand tactical objcctiveses Ccnséquently, we need to
oddrzss the questicn - what should thesc objectives bed 1In this
rcgard, we also need to have a clcar perspcctive znd a proérammc cf
vork directed at translatinghtggvfﬁh@gmcntal thesics ofAthe working

: G C
class as thc venguard force in thésnetional democratic revolution
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into realitye

The last 25 [<ars have demonstratcd that the cncmy is unable
to stop the process of the cmersence and growth of mass dcmocratic
orgenisationss Ail the 'neny meosures, whother of repression or
deccitful politicz2l menceuvre only heve the c”fect, in the long run,
of inspiring thc pcoplc further into strugglce The pirncipal task
of our pecplc is tc cxpend the democratic movemeintt in our ccuﬁtry to
activise this movement further into struggle and to develop it into
& mass political arm of revolutione CQur cenfercence is charged with

the task of assisting to draw the guidclines pointing the way forword

P

-

towerds the accomplishment of these objectivese

[

The permenence and decisive importancc of thc strategy of armed
struggle tc the liberction process is accepted by thc masses of our
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peoplfe;.‘ Every blow that Umkhonte We Sizwe strikes et the cnemy is
rec;eived by our peoplc with revolutionary acc_laim. Over the ycars, '
thc pcoplets army hos cerried out meny operations as a form of armed
propcgendae These have achieved the aims of further reinforeing the
mess popular upsﬁrgc, pepularising armed struggle and demonstrating
in practice that we arc capable of pcnctrating the cnemy's wall of
secuwrity and defeating a reactionary force which had sought to
present itself as invincibles, Clearly, we still nced tc continue
with thesc acts of armed propaganda as pert of our gencrgl offer;éive.
Our principal tosk in the military sphere however are to cxpand our
orgenised militers strcngth.wit'nin the country an® to develop our
ermed actioms into a cqn‘lﬁiri:mus, nation-wide and escalcting offon—l
sives To achieve these obje\é}ivég‘ rcguires th:;;, our arm_c:d units

H si:ould be 'b.ased ar.;:ong the messes of our people, relying cn tliem for
projection and mlstené:nce, and, at the' some timc, drawing greezter

and greater numbers of our p'eople into combzt e

Aocordingly, we should treat the caﬁres we heve and will have
outside our country as thc core of the i)eople 's army thet we are
building. This means that tlesc cadres éhould, in the main reccive
all-round political, militaery and organisatio:al training which
would en;z’ble them to act es the control cemtre of the multi-million
arny that we have ic train and engage in action in order to be vic—
toriouss Therefore ve are telking of an arny core thet hrs e very
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high level of politiczl development, that is, in the first inktance,

conposed of polltlcal cadres of the ANC, and tha% secs itself cs 3 .
nolitical represcntatlvg of the peoplc first and "econd, as a

~ £

specialiscd group of womcn and men, trained to carry and usc weapons

of ware. The Conf crence w111 therefore hav: to ~ddress itself to this

questione.

Our strategy in its totallty cs well as the practical qu=st10ns
we have to .solve in the conduct of tha struggle also rcise meny

N

qucestions about the social compositién\of the core of the peceplcts
\‘\ ; 4
ormy that we hevc been tolking aboute Our ronlity is thot, in the
meing this cere is corposed cof young peorle, most of w!om were
studcnts when they vdluntcered to jo;n the ranks of the !'Ke On them
hze fallen the task of prosccuting the 2rmed strvggle and bringing
it to the commendeble level where it is todaye Yit we can sco from
our own cxperience that the quality of t!c ;copli's army has suffer—
od from thrc rclotive cbsence from its ranks of the workcrs and the
pcesantse Our own perspective with rcgerd to the rcelc of tlesc
cscial closses in the revelutionery sfrugglc dcemand: thet we corrcct
thiz imbalancce Sonference will heve tc ~ddress itself to fhc questicn |
of what steps we have te takc té solve thic zretleme It is glpe true
fhzt within the rorKecf this leading corc of “1 thers is an‘imtalancc
2 Pegaird ot st proseicegrivcl @ yaridousnnticnol fgaclips Shes

<
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const%}ut: the pcpulation of cur cocuntrye In part, this situation
péiﬁts te the depth of tiie protl ms we L:ive to solve with regard to
the nationzl question in cur countrys Our pcrspective_of the deve-
lopment éf.thc armcd struggle visvalises @ situveticn when we shall
bc able not only te challenge and defeat the fascist army in cur
country, but also bec able to dcfend the victgrious revolution agcinst
beth externel and intcrnal foreces of countor—revoluticne Thisz
implics tl";a;t we sihould propare the cadres who cangy in fact, zct ¢s
well quelified and compctent snccizlists even in the ficld cf rcguler
warfarce to ensure that our state of preparecdncss tzkes into account
all contingencies, whilc being hascd on the practical demands of our
revolutione We arec éalled‘upon to confront and defcat thc mest
5 i .
advanced army on the Africanﬁinent. This is a task that ?ro will
- achieves Our confercnnce has to help provide the ideas whict can

contribute to tronsform this objcctive into realitye.

Te During thc last 25 ycars, the ANC led our pcople through bitter
struggles ageinst thc colonial recist regimce. Despite 2ll menocuvres
by the enemy tc strike fatel blows against this c;‘gahisej;ion and o
strugglc, our mcvement for nationzl liberction hes remrined united
around the policy, streicgy and tactice of the ANCe In the coming :
pcriod it will be nccessary that we continue to pay attontion te the
trsk of ensuring maximum unity of thc opnressed rcoplc =2n?d all demo-

crotic forcese
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The challenge facinc us, individuzlly and ag 2 colleciive is
to raise higher the striking capacity of our organisation, ic enable
it to play its central role in the struggle for the seizure of power

.

by ocur peoplze

The process of increasing the striking capacity of our movement,
would demand that we strengthen all our units from the lecwest tc the

highest echelonse

Active participation in the preparations for the coming Laticnal
>
Corsultative Conference constitutes one of the efforts in strength—

enins the ANCe It is & task we must and sball athicves

=
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FORWARD TC 7THE NATIOHAL CONSULTATIVI CONFERELCES

FCRYARD TO FEOPLE'S FOWER]



