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On June 26th we must demonstrate on a countrywide and effective basis Document 27. Revised Constitution. adopted by the ANC Annual Confer-

tItIr protest against Apartheid tyranny and show our desire for It united ence, December I957

front of all those who are opposed to the Nationalist (iovernmenL

l. NAME:

; The name of the organisatinn shall he the African National Cnngress.

WHAT MUST WE DO ON THE 26th JUNE? r hereinafter referred to as the A(iongress".

As an individual: Take II solemn vow to carry on the sacred struggles for 2. AIMS A N!) ()II./I;'("Il$:

freedom.

As a famil : Gather all members. young and old together. and read and . _ . . .

discuss the greedom Charter (a) T0 IInIte the AfrIezIn people In H powerful and effectIve Instrument

As a community: Assemble in mass gatherings in appropriate places in 1 l9. ??Cll'lc their "W" . cnmplete Iiheration from all forms 0f
all areas. both urban and rural. to protest against oppression. : ll'skn'lmlimlm "nd "mum"! uppressmn.

At the hour of ll a.m. at all these mass gatherings and in homes and (b) To prunIute and protect the interests ofthe African people in all
places of work. offer prayers fur the deliverance of South Africa from the matters :IlTeeting them.
scourge Ufa Police State. (c) To strive for the attainment of universal adult suffrage and the

creation of II united democratic South Africa on the principles

_ .2. . t lHCLl in the Freedom Charter.
5 (l BWKA NM. NSUM Sh

STAND BY OUR LEADERS! (d) To Ruppm'l the cause of national liberation and the right to
ASINAMALI! WE WANT El A DAY! . independence 0t nations in Africa and7&3;of theW0lld.

ASINAMALI! N0 INCREASE IN TAXATION! SxA/WMN WWWX . 1%ng
, , .- , I. W PRMIJWWWKNO PASSES FOR WOMEN! M 3. MLMINIR-SIIII.

I I I VWUI . . .
STOP POLICE RAIDSN gT/LKQNV (2t) h-lemherxlupol the( ongress shall be open touny personuhove the
AWAY WITH GROUP AREAS! 84%!wa age of IR. whu accepts its' principles. policy and programme and is

NO BANTU EDUCATION! I prepared to uhitle by its constitution and rules.

WITHDRAW THE NATIVE LAWS AMENDMENT BILL! W dm Any person desIIrIng to he II memberofthe Congress shall apply to
y y REEDOM OF WORSHIP' . the secretary til" the nearest branch or to any member of the

N0 INTERFERENCE WITH F e . i ' , I Congress authorised t0I'eeeiveupplieations for membership. Such
STOP DEPORTATIONS. BANNINGSI CENSORSH'P! secretary or member shall immediately submit the application for
OPEN UNIVERSITIES FOR ALL! l ' consitlerntiun hy the local hmnehcommittce. orin the absence ofu

N0 APARTHEID IN NURSING! brunch ennIIIIIttee such IIrIplIeutmn shall he made tothc prtIVIrICI'III

secretary whn shall reler It to the prtIVIneIIIl exeeutIve comnIIttee

within Mime jurisdictinn the applicant resides.

The aims and objects Ol- the Congress shall be:_

VERWOERI) MUST (K)!
I I ' ' A l . . . IDOWN VH1" APARrHHD' The branch eummittee or provmcml exeeutIve commIttee. as the

case may he. xhull have power to accept or refuse any application
FORWARD TO A MULTl-RACIAL CONFERENCE? for membership submitted to it. provided that the acceptance or

refusal of any IIppliczItiIIn by any organ of the Congress shall be

subject to review by the next higher organ. 
lsxued hy the National ( (InsultIItive Committee of the African National Upun :my application fur membership being granted by a branch

( Hng'mh 5- A lndlim ( "nilrk'hh 5- A (tmg'C-hh ul Dcmtlcmlh S A g eIIIIIIIIiItee (IIIpmvineiulexecutive committeem memhershipeard.
( ulnlllcd PNP'C h ()lgilnlsmmm. 5- A (UntlreSS 0' Trude Un'tlm j signed by the IlerilSlll'Cr-(ieneral.11nd endorsed by the secretary of  



 

 

such branch or provincial secretary. as the case may he. shall. on

payment ()fthe prescribed subscription. and subject to the results

ofany review instituted in terms of sub-clause (c) above. be issued

to the applicant.

4. ()RGA NISA TIUNAL STRUCTURE:

The Congress shall consist of the following organs:-

tzi) The National Conference. which elects the National Executive

Committees.

(h) The Provincial Conferences. which elect the provincial executive

Committee.

(c) The Regional Conferences which elect regional committees.

(d) The branch meetings. which elect a branch committee.

5. DECISIONS:

Subject to the rules and regulations of Congress:-

tu) Decisions of the Nutinnul Conference and those of the National

Executive Committee shall be binding on all members and lower

organs of Congress:

(h) Decisions of a provincial conference and those of the provincial

executive committee shall be binding on all members and lower

organs of the Congress in the particular province concernefl:

tc) Decisions of a regional committee shall be binding on hose

members and lower organs of the Congress whose brunch s are

constituent parts of that regional committee:

(d) Decisions ofu brunch meeting and ofa brunch cummittee sh Ill be

binding on all members and generally.

(e) Decisions of the majority shall be binding (m all member and

those of higher urguns shall be binding on lower urguns. l

6. RIGHTS AN!) DUTIES OF MEMBERS:

ta) RIGHTS: A member shall have the right:-

ti) Tu take part in the discussion and formulation ulithe policy of

the Congress:

(ii) To criticise any official or decision of the Congress: such

criticism shall be made to members of Congress or at a

properly convened meeting 0fthe members ofthe Congress:

tiii) To take part in the elections and to be elected to any
committee. commission or delegation of the Congress: and

tiv) To submit proposals or statements to his brunch and to his
provincial executive committee.
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(b) DUTIES: A member shall have a duty_

(i) To take an active part in the work of his branch:

(ii) To understand thuruughly and to carry out the policy. aims

and programme of Congress:

(iii) To raise the level of his understanding of the political,

econumic zmd social problems of South Africa:

(iv) To explain the pulicy and programme ofthe Congress to the

peuple:

(v) To combat :my propaganda which is detrimental to the

interests of the Congress:

(vi) 'l'unhservedisciplineandtosubmitloyallytothedecisionsof

the mujurity or to decisions of the higher committee: and

(vii) To inform his brunch committee before leaving his area. and

tn repm't to branch secretary of the area to which he has

muvetl.

7. AUXILIARY II()I)I!:'S':

l. Wumm',s(l.t'u,t:m'. l JW '

Women whu are members shall enjoy equality of status in the

Congress and shall he entitled tojoin ordinary branches and take part

in electinns for and be elected to any position or office in the Congress.

However. in order to arouse the interest and assist the widespread

urguniszitiun of women. there shall be established an auxiliary

organisation In he known us the African National Congress Women's

League. The League shull:-

tut Be under the political direction and control of the Congress and

shall l'ullnw the policy :md programme of the Congress:

(h) Recruit and organise the African women into a strong organisation

which shall net us an auxiliary force to the (Tongress in the struggle

for n:ntiumil liberation:

(Cl 'l :tke up special problems and issues affecting women:

tdt ('uri'y on propaganda against upurtheid and discriminatory laws

:imung African women:

te) Be entitled tn have its own rules and regulations provided that
these xhull nut he in conflict with the policy of Congress.

2. ()Ijuunimliun fur l'uullts:

For the purpme nf drawing the yuuths into the struggle and
pt'epm'ing them fur leadership. the Congress shall organise the African

youths into it" organisation for yuuths to be known as the African
Nutiunnl ('nngress Youth League. which shall be open to any person
whose age does nut exceed 30 years prnvided that such person shall
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upon reaching the qualification for Congress membership become a
registered member of Congress subject to all the privileges and

j obligations of Congress membership in addition to such special
privileges and duties of a member ofthe Youth League. The League
shall:-

(a) Mobilise the African youths and mould their political and social
outlook in accordance with the Congress principles:

(b) Promote social and cultural activities among the young people:

(e) Popularise the policy. programme and decisions of the Congress
among the youth: and

t (d) The provisions of Clause 7(l)(e) shall mutatis mutandis apply to
t the Youth League.

1 8. NA TI()NAL CONFERENCE:

t w X ' The National (ionlierence shall be the Supreme ruling and controlling
; body in Congress. It shall:-

l (a) Consist of delegates from the branches ofthe Congress. elected by
l branch general meetings on the basis of one delegate for every

) F! d twenty members: provided that the number of delegates from any
M I one branch shall not exceed ten: Provided further that members of

a V . the National Executive Committee may attend ex oftlcio and shall
have the right to speak and vote.

5 (b) Be held once a year: Provided that Special National Conferences
' may be convened by the National Executive Committee at its own

instance at such times as it may deem lit. and shall be convened
upon requisitions addressed to it by not less than two provincial
conferences.

9. DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE ANN UAL
NA TION/l 1. CONFERENCE:

The National (tonference shall:-

ta) Decide and determine the policy and programme ofthe Con rress:

(b) Receive and discuss the reports 0fthe National Executive hich
? shall Include the Presidential Address and the Treaeurer-
' (neneralis Report. the Provincial Executive Committee. the
l African National Congress Women's League. and the A rican
y National Congress Youth League: I
j (c) Lay down the basic principles and policy. examine and where
1 necessary. revise the programme and constitution ofthe Congress:

(d) Have the right and power to review. ratify. alter or veto any
decision taken by any of its constituent bodies or units of the
(iongress:

  

(e)

(0
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Elect the President-General: the Deputy President. the Secre-

tary-(ieneral. the Treasurer-General and eight other National

Executive Committee members. Members ofthe National Execu-

tive Committee shall hold office for three years and shall be

eligible for re-election. Nomination shall be by delegates at the
Conference. and elections of all officials and members of the

National Executive Committee shall be by ballot:

Have the power to elect or appoint any Commission or Committee

and assign specific tasks and duties to such commission or

committee.

l0. NA TIUNA l. Iz'XIiCl/TI Viz" COMMITTEE:

The National Executive Committee. which is elected by the National

Conference once every three years. shall:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

(gt

(h)

(i)

Consist otithe President-(ieneral. the Deputy President-General.

the Seeretary-(ieneral. the Treasurer-General. eight other mem-

bers. the provincial presidents and secretaries ofme Congress or

their respective deputies. and the national presidents or national

secretaries of the African National Congress Womenls League

and the African National Congress Youth League who shall be

m-o/I'Iivin members of the National Executive Committee.

Meet on the day of its election to appoint the National

Headquarters. the National Speaker. the Deputy National

Speaker. the National Chaplain and shall thereafter meet at least

twice a year. The National Speaker. the Deputy National

Speaker. the National Chaplain need not be appointed from among

the members of the National Executive Committee:

Appoint the National Organising Secretary:

Appoint from amongst its members the National Working

Committee of not lexs than seven persons residing within a radius

of titty (50) miles of the National Headquarters:

Carry out the decisions and instructions of the National

Conference:

Issue and send directives and instructions to and demand and

receive reports from the provincial committees. regional commit-

tees and the branches;

Supervise. direct and control the work ofthe Congress generally:

Be respomible for ensuring that provincial committees and other
committees of the Congress discharge their duties and functions
properly and efficiently:

Superviw the work of the auxiliary bodies:



Li) Manage and control all national property and funds of the

Congress:

(k) Submit annual reports to the National Conference:

(I) Do all things necessary in furtherance 0fthe policy and programme

of the Congress.

ll. NA TIONAL WORKING COMMITTEE:

The National Working Committee is a sub-committee Ofthe National

Executive Committee. It shall:_

ta) Meet as provided for in the rules and regulations:

(b) (larry out decisions and instructions of the Natiunal (ionlierenec

and the National Executive Committee:

(c) Conduct the current work of the Congress and ensure that the

provinces. regions and branches carry out decisions and instruc-

tions of the Congress:

((1) Issue propaganda and educational material to the provinces and

te) Submit a report to every National Executive Committee meeting.

l2. DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF OFFICIALS.

t l) Prmidwn-(ir'm'ru/:

The President-General is the head and chief directing officer of the

Congress and the leaderofthe house in a National Conference. He shall:_

ta) Present to the Annual Conference a comprehensive statement of

the state of the nation and the political situation generally:

(h) Make pronouncements for and on behalfofthe National Executive

(iommittee outlining and explaining the policy or attitude of the

(Tongress on any question:

Preside over meetings of the National Executive Committee and
conduct the business in conformity with the Constitution. by-laws

and rules of procedure adopted by the National Executive Com-

mittee:

(d) Be an ex officio member of the National Working Committee

te) Have a casting vote only.

(2) Deputy Prositlvnl-Gcncml.

The Deputy President shall assist the President-General and de utise

for him whenever necessary.
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(3) .S'et'rt'rury-(it'nvrul.

The Seeretary-(ieneral is' the chief administrative officer of the

Congress. He shall:-

(a) Keep the Minutes of the National Conference. the National

Executive (inmmittee and the National Working Committee. as

well as other records of the Congress;

(b) Conduct the correspondence ofthe National Executive Commit-

tee and the National Working Committee and send out notices of

all conferences. National Executive and National Wurking

Committee Meetings:

Convey the decisions and instructions ofthe National Conference.

the Natinnal Executive Committee and the National Working

(inmmittee tn the Provincial Committees. regional committees

and branches ulithe Congress. and shall see to it that all units ofthe

Congress carry out their duties properly:

Prepare yearly reports on the work of the National Executive

Committee and the National Working Committee. and such other
documents as may from time to time be required by the National
Executive Committee and the National Working Committee.

(4) Trt'uxlu't'r-(imiorul:

The Treasurer-(leneral is the chiefeustodian ofthe funds and property

of the Congress. He shall:--

(3) Receive and hank all munies 0n hehalfofthe National Executive

Committee. and shall. together with any two (2) National

Executive members. operate a banking account:

(b) Keep such hooks of account as may be necessary to record clearly

the financial position of the Congress:

(c) Submit annually to the National Conference a report showing the

Income and Expenditure Account and the Balance Sheet of the

Congress for the past year. and shall submit periodical reports to

the N.F..(I and the N.W.C.:

Be responsible. together with the President-General and the

Seeretary-General. for working out plans and schemes for raising

funds for the Congress. and shall direct and take an active part in a

campaign for raising funds.

(5) Nulimml Speaker:

The Natinnal Speaker shall preside over and sign Minutes of all

National Conferences. In his absence the Deputy Speaker shall preside at

such Conferences: 
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(6) National Chaplain:

The National Chaplain shall lead the delegates in prayer at ational

Conferences and shall conduct the National Service or otherwise rovide

spiritual leadership for the organisation.

(7) National Organising Secretary:

It shall be the duty of the National Organising Secretary aeting in

consultation with and under the direction of the Secretary-General. to

organise the Congress nationally and to strengthen the organisational

machinery throughout.

l3. PROVINCES.

For organisational purposes the country shall be divided into

provinces. A province shall be determined and defined by the Congress.

I4. PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE:

The Provincial Conference shall:-

tal Be the highest organ subject to Clauses 8 and l0 ofthe Congress in

each Province:

(h) Be held annually in each province. Special provincial conferences

may be convened at such other times as the provincial committee

may deem fit. and shall be convened upon the requisition

addressed to the Provincial Executive Committee by at least

one-third of branches or one regional committee:

Consist of:

(i) Delegates from local branches of the Congress in the

province who shall be elected by local branch meetings on the

basis of one delegate for each twenty (20) members: provided

that no brunch shall he represented by more than I0

delegates:

Members of the Provincial Executive Committee and

National Executive Committee who shall attend at nl'liviu

and shall have the right to speak and vote:

(larry out the decisions and instructions of the National

Conference. the National Executive Committee or the National

Working Committee:

Receive and consider reports submitted by the Provincial

Executive Committee:
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(0 Elect the Provincial President. Secretary. Treasurer and eight

other members of the Provincial Executive Committee:

(g) Carry out the policy and programme of the Congress in the

province.

l5. PR()l'IN('l/ll. Iin:'('U'l'Il'Ii COMMITTEE:

The Provincial Executive Committee which is elected annually by the

Provincial conference shall he the administrative body of the Provrncml

Conference. lt mull:-

(a) Consixt of the Provincial President. the Provincial Vice-Pres-

ident. the Provincial Secretary, the Provincial Treasurer. the

Provincial Presidents or Secretaries of the African National

Congress Women's League and the African Nattonal Congress

Youth league and eight other members of the Provmcnal

Committee:

Meet on the day of its election to elect the Provincial Working

('ommittee. and xhnll thereafter meet at least once every three

months:

Appoint the Provincial Organiser. the Provincial Speaker and the

Provincial (lhupluin. all of whom need not be members ot the

Provincial Executive Committee:

(lorry out the decisions and instructions of:-

(i) The Provincial (lonference. and

(ii) The National Executive Committee orthe National Working

Committee:

Manage and control the property and funds ofthe Congress in the

Province:

Submit reports to the National Executive as often as required on

the Vlillc ollorgnnisution. the financial position ofthe province and

such other matters ax may be specified:

Organise and establish Branches amd Regions in the Province:

Enforce the Constitution of the Congress in the province:

Give members ol'the Congress in the Province political education:

Carry out the policy and programme of the Congress. and do all

things necessary to further the interests. aims and objects of the

Congress. 



422

I6. PROVINCIAL WORKING COMMITTEE:

The Provincial Working Committee is the sub-committee of th

Provincial Executive Committee. It shall consist of not less than seve

members who reside within a radius of 100 miles of the Provinci

Headquarters. and shall:_ i
i

(:1) Perform the duties and functions of the Provincial (Executiv,

Committee;

(b) Submit a report to the Provincial Executive Committe .

l7. DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF PROVINCIAL OFF! ALS:

With the exception of clause (8). the provisions of Section l2) shal ,

with necessary alteration of details. apply to duties and funetions of

provincial officials of the Congress.

l8. REGION:  Any three or more branches in a given area may. for the purpose (f

co-ordination of activities and better organisational efficiency. be form

into a region at the instance 0fthe Provincial Executive Committee or on
application to the Provincial Executive Committee by at least two

branches within an area ofa proposed region.

l9. REGIONAL COMMITTEE:

Whenever a region has been established the branch executives of such

region shall at a properly convened meeting elect a regional committee

which shall consist ofa chairman. secretary. treasurer. two members. and a

member from each branch within the region.

(a) Meet as provided for in the rules and regulations.

(b) Co-urdinate the work and activities of the Constituent branches

and submit reports to the Provincial Executive (itimmittee:

(c) See In the implementation of the instructions of the N.E.C.,

Provincial Executive Committee or the Provincial Working

Committee.

BRANCHES:

(a) The basic unit oforganisatinn in the Congress shall be the branch;

(h) The branch shall consist of a minimum of twenty members;

provided that the N.E.(7.. Provincial Executive may establish a

provisional committee as provided by rules and regulations:

(c) Every new branch shall apply to the Pruvincial Executive

Committee for registration:  

(d) The branch shall:-

(i) Meet as provided for in the rules and regulations;

(ii) Fleet at an annual branch general meeting. a branch

chairman. secretary. treasurer and six other branch commit-

tee members.

. BRANCH COMMITTEE:

The branch committee shall:-

(a) Meet on the day ofits election to elect the branch sub-committee.

and thereafter shall meet as provided for in the rules and
regulations:

(b) Carry out propaganda and organisational work among the people

in its area in purwance ofthe policy. programme and decisions of

the Congress:

(0) Build and increase the numerical and political strength of the

Congress within its area:

(d) Submit reports on its work to the branch committee. regional
committee periodically as provided in the rules and regulations and

to the Provincial Executive Committee every quarter:

(6) Carry out such instructions as may from time to time be issued by

the Provincial Executive Committee or the Provincial Working

Committee.

. CONGRESS FUNDS:

(a) The basic membership subscriptiun for Congress shall be 2/6d.

(b) All subscriptinns shall be payable in advance.

(c) The National Executive Committee may impose a national levy on

all members (if the Congress. All monies derived from a national

levy shall be paid into the national treasury.

(d) The Provincial Executive Committee may with the prior approval

of. and subject to such conditions as may be laid down by the

National Executive Committee. impose levies on all members of

the Congress in their respective provinces. All monies from
Provincial levies xhall he paid into the provincial treasuries.

All levies. national and provincial. shall be lforl stated periods and
specified amounts.

The branch treasurer shall pay to the provincial treasurer and
National Treasurer respectively one-third of the subscriptions. 
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(g) The Provincial Executive Committee shall pay to the National

Executive Committee an agreed proportion ofall monies received

by them through donations. collections. concerts. functions. etc.

(h) Proper records shall he kept of all monies received and expended

by branch committees. regional committees. provincial executive

and national executive committee.

. DISCIPLINE:

(21) A branch committee. Regional. provincial and National Executive

Committee shall have power to reprimand. suspend. expel. or take

any other disciplinary action against a member for breach of the

Constitution or conduct detrimental to the interests of the

Congress or the African people.

Any higher organ ofthe Congress shall have power to investigate,

reprimand. re-organise. suspend. dissolve. dismiss or take any

other appropriate disciplinary action against any lower organ

under its jurisdiction for breach of the Constitution or conduct

detrimental to the interests ofthe Congress or the African people.

Before any disciplinary action is taken against any member or

organ in terms ofclauses (a) and/or(b)ofthis section. such member

or organ shall. in the absence of extra-ordinary circumstances

justifying the contrary. be given an opportunity to appear before

the relevant tribunal and there admit. deny or otherwise account

for the conduct complained of.

Any member or body of members against whom disciplinary

action has been taken by any organ ofthe Congress shall have a

right to appeal to the next higher organ. The National Conference

shall be the linul court of appeal.

When a member is suspended. the committee suspending him shall

state the period and conditions of such suspension.

A member who fails to pay his subscription for a period of six

months and who does not pay his subscription after he has ben

personally spoken to about the matter by a representative of y'

branch committee shall be lapsed from membership.

All cases ofsuspension. dismissal. expulsion or dissolution by w ; y
of disciplinary action shall be fully reported to the Provincl

Executive Committee and the National Executive Committee

No case ofexpulsion by a branch or region shall be publihhed in t t e

press without the consent ot'the Provincial Executive ('(bmmitte.  

24. QUORUM:

(a) A third of the members shall form a quorum for all hit)

(b) Fifteen members or 50% (fifty percent) ofthe branch membership.

whichever is the lesser. shall form a quorum of all meetings of a

local branch.

(c) Delegates from 40% (forty percent) ofthe total numberofbranches

in a province shall form a quorum for all provincial conferences.

In the case of National Conference. delegates from two provinces.

representing at least 33%% (thirty-three and one-third percent) of

the total membership of the Congress. shall constitute a quorum.

. VACANCIES:

(a) The office oluny member ot'a committee ofthe Congress shall be

vacated by resignation. suspension. expulsion or absence from

meetings for a period prescribed in the rules and regulations.

. RULES:

(3) The National Executive shall have power to frame rules and

regulatiom relating to the control and administration ofthe affairs

of the Congress generally.

(b) Each Provincial Executive Committee may frame rules and

regulations for the conduct and management of the affairs of
Congress organisation within its jurisdiction. provided that any

rules and regulations so framed shall not become operative until
they have been approved by the National Executive Committee.

Rules and regulations framed in terms of tta" and uh" of this

section shull not be inconsistent with the provisions of this

Constitution.

27. AMENDMENT ()Ii' CONSTITUTION:

This Constitution may be amended by resolution passed by a

two-thirds majority of the delegates present and voting at a National
Conference. Notice of such a resolution shall be submitted in writing to the
Secretary-General not later than six months before the date ofthe National
Conference. The National Executive Committee shall circulate all
proposed umemlmentx to the Constitution to Provincial Executive
Committees. and all branches of the Congress at least two months before
the National Conference. 
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28. GENERAL:

The Congress shall have perpetual succession and the poWer, apar

from its individual members. to acquire. hold and alienate prope y. ente'

into agreements and do all things necessary to carry out its ims anti

objects.

(Sgd.) A. .l. LUTULl

PRESIDIiN 'I'-(iIiNl:R/t L.

o. R. TAMBO
SECRETARY-(IENKRAL.  

gress." Flyer signed by Chief A. J. Lutuli. issued before General Election

Document 28. "A Message to Every Voter from the African National Con

April 16. 1958 ln.d.l (l
l

t

Sir or Madam.

You may be surprised to receive this message from the African National

Congress: surprised because this is something unusual and because you

have no connection with the African National Congress. The African

National Congress is the oldest and the biggest and most representative

organisation of Africans. For many years we have addressed protests.

petitions. memoranda. deputations and other memoranda to the Govem-

ment. These appeals have fallen upon deaf ears. Today we are addressing

ourselves directly to you. the voters. who in the last resort are responsible

for the Government.

On April l6 you are going to exercise your right to vote for your

representative in Parliament. You may perhaps ask what this has to do with

us. who have no votes. It has a great deal to do with us. Parliament makes

laWs which govern non-Whites as well as White. We have to obey those

laws_which always bear more severely upon us than upon anyone

else-though we have never been consulted about them. or given any say in

choosing those who make them.

Frankly. we are by no means satisfied with this state of affairs. We

consider it neither fair nor just. and we shall never rest content until the

democratic principle which is conceded for Europeans is extended to

include the entire population.

But so long as this unfair position continues, and our people are excluded

from the franchise. have we not at least the right to state our views? And
have not you. the voter. a solemn duty to consider those views carefully
and without prejudice? We are sure that we have that right. and that you

have that duty: a duty to remember that you vote not only for yourself but
also on behalfofmany fellow-South Africans who are denied the franchise.

Neither the Nationalist Party nor the United Party represent or are  
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supported by the African National Congress. They both stand fora narrow

policy of racialism and racial domination. We who stand for a broad and
true South Africanism extending to all in our country. irrespective of race

or colour. can never accept or support the policy of either party.

But we must say that never since Union have our people suffered such

hardships. humiliations and sheer brutality as we have had to undergo

during the past ten years of Government by the Nationalist Party. Both in

the towns and in the rural areas we have known no peace: people have been

removed in their thousands and in their tens ofthousands. their homes and
their families broken up. While prices have gone up. our wages have been

pegged down. and our poverty has become desperate.

Every door through which we might have sought advancement. culture

and a higher civilisation has been slammed in our faces. Our schools are

being turned into schools for ignorance. tribalism and servitude. The

universities are being closed to us. Any sphere of employment other than

ill-paid unskilled labour is being closed to us. Every means of legitimate
national expression and protest is being closed to us. Our leaders and

spokesmen are arrested. banned. deported and silenced.

Where can this road lead our country. South Africa? We see the crime

rate rising day by day. Savage punishments. whippings and hoggings will

not stop it rising-for the crime has its roots in the slums and the poverty.

the hopelessness and the frustration in which the people are living.

We see unrest and disturbances occurring more and more widely and

frequently. It is not the African National Congress or the llagitators"

which are responsible for these things. nor will more repressions. bannings

and police terror prevent them. They are signs of deep discontent. of

something profoundly wrong in the way in which our people are treated.

You may have been led to believe that our Congress is anti-White. that it

is a reckless organisation out to stir up racialism. Nothing could be further

from the truth. We are a serious and responsible minded body of men and

women. and our aim. as we have stated many times. is neither White

supremacy nor Black supremacy. but a common South African multi-racial

society, based upon friendship. equality of rights and mutual respect.
The Nationalist Party. with its policy of blatant oppression and

racialism. is. however. creating a legacy of bitterness and hatred which. ifit
is allowed to continue. we shall all of us live to regret. And it is not only as

Africans. but also its fellow-South Africans. deeply concerned with the

future of our country and all who live in it. that we speak to you on the eve

of this crucial election. We trust most earnestly that you will heed our

message.

Yours. in the service of South Africa.

ALBERTJ. LUTHULI. President-General

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
PO. Box 9207. Johannesburg. 


