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REVISED SUBMISSIONS: NATIONAL PEOPLE'S PARTY

GROUP AND MINORITY RIGHTS - SOME KEY ISSUES

GROUP RIGHTS OR MINORITY RIGHTS?

THE PHRASE "GROUP RIGHTS" HAS ACQUIRED A SOMEWHAT UNFAVOUR-

ABLE CONNOTATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. LARGELY BECAUSE OF ITS

ASSOClATION WITH THE PROTECTION OF WHITE INTERESTS. IN ONE

SENSE, HOWEVER, "GROUP RIGHTS" HAS THE ADVANTAGE THAT IT IS

NOT LIMITED TO CATEGORIES OF PERSONS WHO ARE IN A MINORITY

POSITION : THE MOST NOTABLE EXAMPLE IS THAT OF WOMEN. WHO ARE

NUMERICALLY IN THE MAJORITY WORLD wIDE. BUT WHO NEVERTHELESS

MAY BE SAID TO ENJOY "MINORITY STATUS" BECAUSE OF DISCRlMI-

NATION IN GENERAL FIELDS.

THE DEFINITION OF A GROUP

IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT THERE ARE TWO BASIC CATEGORIES OF

GROUPS 2 THOSE THAT MAY BE VOLUNTARILY FORMED. SUCH AS

POLITICAL PARTIES. RELIGIOUS BODIES. EVEN TRADE UNIONS. AND

INVOLUNTARY GROUPS OR CLASSES 2 MEN AND WOMEN. RACE GROUPS,

THE AGED, THE DISABLED. EVEN THE LEFT HANDED! ONLY THE RIGHTS

OF VOLUNTARILY FORMED GROUPS CAN BE PROTECTED VIA THE RIGHTS

OF FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION.

CLARITY MUST BE OBTAINED ABOUT THE KIND OF GROUP ONE IS

TALKING ABOUT IN A PARTICULAR CASE. 
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