
ABIGALE
Association of Bisexuals, Gays and Lesbians

African National Congress
Reglonal Executive Committee

FOR ATTENTION ALBlE SACHS

20 January I993
Dear Alble

Abigale is a new organisation established early last year to bring together lesbian,
gay and bisexual people with an emphasis on those living in the the townships.

A313? caugh Abigale has a broad approach with the emphasis on social issues. there
:., grewing awareness of the need to organise to win the non--discrimlnation on
grr::-a,;s'ids of sexual orientation clause in the bill of rights to be included in the new
3?mith African constitution.

As a focus for this mood to publically discuss the oppression of lesbians and gays,
we are hosting a public commemoration meeting for gays and lesbians murdered
in the death camps during the second world war. The occasion is the anti-fascist
marches being held internationally (and particularly in Berlin) on the 60th
anniversary of Hitler's coming to power on the 30 January.

We hope that gays and lesbians and people supporting the cause of homosexual
equallty from all organisations will attend.

The meeting will be on the Sunday 3 lst january' at the Trade Union library at
Community House. We would like to invite you to be a speaker at this meeting.
Other speakers are Funeka Soldaat and Zackie Achmat from Abigale and possibly
Gertrude Fester from ANC VVomerfs League and a speaker from Olga.

Please com.act me M??- 5704 to discuss this as soon as possible.
I533.

Yours slncerely .W
'7 _-,A t , i7 . 1,: (1/!) 3J61Q. _ .7 _ 'VJ Mae wedliot/ /?n--w/ -
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May they never be forgotten,
these multitudes 0f dead,

our anonymous. immortal martyrs.

30 JANUARY I933. Hitler and the Nazis came to pOWor sixty years ago. Over a period of
twelve years they murdered:

ll 40 million people in the second world war
ll 6 million jaws
ll lmilllon gays, lesbians, bisexuals and gypsles, socialism and

communlsts, disabled and aged people.

The brutal murder and attacks on Turks and all people. of colour ln Germany and throughout
Europe today, once again raises the spectre of fascism. The persecution of lesblans, gay men and
blsexuals remains a part of our daily lives.

The ASSQClATION OF BISEXUALS. GAYS AND LESBIANS invites all pcople no a
commemorative meeting for the victims of Nazism and particularly those hundreds of thousands
of lesbians and gay men who were forced to wear the plnk or black, triangles in the death
camps.

As part of international struggles for democratic rights and social equality, we call for full
democratic rights for all South Afrlmns. We lnslst that these rights cannot enjoy their full
meaning without the outlawing of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

The meeting ls due to be held on Sunday 3l January I993. The time and venue will be finalised
shortly.

SUPPORTED BY:

PLEASE APPEND YOUR NAME OR THAT QF YOUR ORGANISATIC.

Ablgale 
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DIP

SQEJECT : ABIGALE

FROM : SUSAN RABINOWI I Z

ASSISTANT TO ALBIE SACHS
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Dear Sue

As discussed I attach a copy of Albie's letter and message of support to Abigale.

egards.
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Dear Abigale

I do not think that I can attend your meeting on the 3lst January. I am involved in making a
film and have to be available full time. The only chance would be if the filmmakers wanted to
include the meeting in the f11m and that would have to be decided when the filmmakers arrive
on the 30th.

So I am sending you the enclosed message.

ith best wishes.

W L)BIE SACHS  



MESSAGE :

Dear Abigale

This is to express my support for the meeting commemorating the deaths of gays and lesbians
in the death camps during the Second World War. Homophobia is always bad and when it
leads to murder it is particularly tragic.

Your struggle against oppression and discrimination is part and parcel of a broad struggle for
human rights in South Africa. One of the most fundamental rights is the right of people to be
themselves. This was a right which apartheid denied in every form. Apartheid told people
who they were and how they had to be. It denied the basic principles of respect for the human
being. It humiliated people on the grounds of their appearance, their language and their
personality.

A new Bill of Rights must guarantee to all South Africans the right not to be discriminated
against on the grounds of sexual preference. It is important that gays, lesbians and bisexuals
across the political spectrum (and those who regard themselves as non-political) come together
on this issue and affirm their basic rights. Our society needs openness and honesty in every
sphere.

It is a matter of principle and one which should engage the attention of the whole community.
Do we want a country where everybody is poking their noses into everybody else's business or
do we want a country where people feel free and comfortable within themselves as they are?

The issue is primarily one for the gay, lesbian and bisexual community but it also touches on
the whole nature of our country and whether it will be repressive and intolerant or whether it
will be free and respectful of diversity.

Sincerely

ALBIE SACHS


