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 9 BILL DF RIGHTS FOR A NEW SOUTH AFRICA'

ARTICLE 12. ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

1. THE ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING THE LAND, THE WATERS AND THE
SKY, ARE THE COMMON HERITAGE OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
AFRICA AND OF ALL HUMANITY.

ALL MEN AND WOMEN SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO A HEALTHY AND
ECDLBGICALLY BALANCED ENVIRONMENT AND THE DUTY TD
DEFEND IT.

IN ORDER TO SECURE THIS RIGHT, THE STATE, ACTING
THROUGH APPROPRIATE AGENCIES AND ORGANS SHALL CDNSERVE,
PROTECT AND IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT, AND IN PARTICULAR:

(I) PREVENT AND CONTROL POLLUTION OF THE AIR AND
 Hg ERS AND DEGRADATION AND EROSION OF THE SOIL;
X

(II) HAVE $ggE9BmIN LOCAL REGIONAL AND NATIONAL
PLANNING TO THE MAINTENANCE DR CREATION OF BALANCED
ECOLOGICAL AND BIOLOGICAL AREAS AND TO THE
PREVENTION DR MINIMISINB DF HARMFUL EFFECTS ON THE
ENVIRONMENT;

(III) PROMOTE THE RATIDNAL USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES,
SAFEGUARDING THEIR CAPACITY FOR RENEWAL AND
ECOLOGICAL STABILITY;

(IV) ENSURE THAT LDNG-TERM DAMAGE IS NOT DONE TO THE
ENVIRONMENT BY INDUSTRIAL OR OTHER FORMS OF WASTE;

(V) MAINTAIN, CREATE AND DEVELOP NATURAL RESERVES,
PARKS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS AND CLASSIFY AND
PROTECT OTHER SITES AND LANDSCAPES 50 AS TO ENSURE
THE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION OF AREAS OF
OUTSTANDING CULTURAL, HISTORIC AND NATURAL
INTEREST.  

LEGISLATION SHALL PROVIDE FUR CD-DPERATIDN BETWEEN THE
STATE, NUN-BDVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, LOCAL
COMMUNITIES AND INDIVIDUALS IN SEEKING TO IMPROVE THE
ENVIRONMENT AND ENCOURAGE ECDLDGICALLY SENSIBLE HABITS
IN DAILY LIFE.

THE LAW SHALL PROVIDE FDR APPROPRIATE PENALTIES AND
REPARATIDN IN THE CASE OF ANY DIRECT AND SERIOUS DAMAGE
CAUSED TO THE ENVIRONMENT, AND PERMIT THE INTERDICTIDN
BY ANY INTERESTED PERSON OR BY ANY AGENCY ESTABLISHED
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT, OF ANY
PUBLIC 0R PRIVATE ACTIVITY DR UNDERTAKINB WHICH
MANIFESTLY AND UNREASDNABLY CAUSES DR THREATENS TD
CAUSE IRREPARABLE DAMAGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT'.
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