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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus and assure you that you 

and your work are in my daily prayers. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of three sermons which I have preached, 

the pages whereof are numbered 1 to 11. I have already previously, 

as early as the end of last year, sent copies of pages 1 to 8 to 

bese the Ministers of Correctional Services and Justice and have asked 

for an appointment to discuss the contents with them. To date I 

have merely received formal acknowledgments from them but when I hear 
something more specific I shall send them each a copy of the third 

sermon, pages 9 to 11. 

Please will you place the enclosures before your committee which deals 

with matters of the Prisons and Justiwe. Please also be assured that 

if it is deemed desireable, I will be quite prepared to appear before 

your committee to answer any questions or supply further information. 

I am also very much against the death sentence and pray that all death 

sentences will be commuted. I have written to the State President in 

this connection but although he has referred the letter to the Minister 

of Justice, I have since heard nothing further. If at all possible I 

would also like the enclosure to be placed before the committee that 

will deal with death and life sentences, if this is different from 

the committee on Prisons and Justice, and if requested I would also 

be quite ready to prepare a sermon for submission to such a committee 

dealing with this subject. 

Although I have only been the Natal Diocesan Chaplain since May of 

last year I have had considerable experience in dealing with both 

the prison and legal/judicial systems because I was an Attorney in 

private practice for twenty two years prior to being called into 

full time ministery in the Church, I am now the full time Diocese of 

Natal Prison Chaplain. 

If there is any way in which I can be of assistance to you in any of 

your work or if there is any further information you may require, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

I look forward to hearing from you in due course, 

Your brother and servant in Christ, 
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When you have heard what I have to say you will have to ask yourself 

whether or not what I say is Biblically correct and if it is you will 

have to decide whether or net you are going to take seriously the 

challenge of the Lord. 
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Jeremiah 31:34 assures us that God will forgive us our sins and 

remember them na more. 

When I tell them this they want to know why Ged only forgives the 
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  No! Indeed it doesn’t. That’s how Fontius Filate treated Jesus —- he 
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God didn’t then lock Cain in prison to rot ~ No! He sent him away and 

let him lead, in so far as is possible, a normal life while He, God, 

dealt with the problem. 

What about Jesus when the woman was caught in adultery? 

Jesus didn’t punish her but forgave her, told her to sin no more and 

then He didn’t just leave the matter there. 
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There are vir lly no rehabilitation programmes, probably mainly due to 

lack of funds, and the criminal going in at the beginning of his 

sentence is generally the same person who come out of prison at the end 

of serving his sentence. 

   
     

  

He comes out unrehabilitated but now he is usually even worse than before 

he went to prison because he has been mixing with other prisoners and now 

comes out as an expert. 

About 90% of prisoners who spend some time in prison, over 6 months or 

so, usually end up back in prison and this tells me quite clearly that 

the present system isn’t working. 
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   The prophet Micah too puts this so clearly when God says through him, 

"Ond what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with you God". 

  

  

  

To forgive is not to look the other way - it is not to pretend that ime 

and violence don’t exist and it certainly is not to act as if what one 

does doesn’t matter. 
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two wrongs into a right. 

    

  

To forgive means that even while knowing full well the awfulness of the 

rime,we are to wrap our arms around the sinner in a loving embrace, ta 

show him he is truly forgiven while, with Christ, we deal with his 

problem. 

    

God dares us to unleash the incredible power of redemption.Will you help? 
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THE BIBLE AND HOW GUR FRISONS SHOULD FUNCTION 
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The Bible is not merely a Book of righteous words and pretty theories but 

is also a very practicle Book that will give practicle solutions to all 

the problems af all who will only take the time to prayerfully search far 

them « 

Right, sa what does the Bible say about practicle means of rehabilitating 

criminals? The answer is ary clearly set out in Paul‘’s letter to the 

Ephesians (4:28) where he says, "Let the thief no longer steal, but 

rather let him labour, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may 

be able to give to those in need”. Obviously there are not only thieves 

in prison but if we ta this direction from the Bible te its logical 

conclusion. you will see that all criminals should have their energies 

directed away from criminal activities and into honest endeavours. 

   

     

    

  

And yet what happens in our prisons in the way of rehabilitation? Very 

little! And what rehabilitation does exist is purely optional. The vast 

majority of prisoners go into prison, mix with other criminals on a daily 

basis, watch violent videos, have nothing to do most of the day, become 

bored then frustrated and as they look for something to do they get 

involved in legal activities ranging from petty smuggling to taking 

part in gang activities. Then at the end of his sentence the isoner wha 

has now honed his illegal talents into a skill, is released and in this 

condition inflicted on society. Some prisoners are assaulted by 

warders, others by other prisoners. Almost all prisoners are treated like 

vermin and eventually come to regard themselves as animals and less than 

human so that when released they don’t regard themselves as being bound 

by normal human rules and regulations. So much for society being 

protected by the prison system. 

  

      
        

  

   
  

  

Some of the prisoners , despite the cruelty and other hardships of the 

prison system, become so reliant on life in prison that “bt cope 

with life outside and quite often they will commit a crime ag just to 

get back into prison. You see, there in prison they feel they have a roof 

aver their heads and two mea a day; its some rt of security. 

    

  

    

This is indeed an indictment on our prison system and yet the problem 

doesn’t start there. The problem starts back in society which sits back 

and allows a few people to have too much while so many have too little. 

This imbalance is a direct cause of poverty and poverty is the single 

greatest cause of crime. 

    

Then our courts are also not without blame because they don’t spend 

enough time digging into the cause of the crime that the criminal has 

committed and then ta top this, the courts generally use very little 
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found that he has passed the court should then sent 

him not to two years in pr t to passing his matric whether this 

takes him six months or six years. He then leaves prison an improved 

person who, hapefully, has a better chance of being absorbed back into 

society. 
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The possibilities of this tyne of sentencing are virtually limitless but 

Upposes one precondition, and that is that the necessary 

rehabilitation facilities are available in prisons, which they are not. 

I concede that this would tak a lot of money to set up but once in 

operation the scheme could well pay for itself as the prisoners are 

taught a trade and then put to work. For example, I know of one Head of a 

prison who would like to get welding equipment so that he can teach the 

prisoners to manufacture burglar guards because he is able to obtain 

almost limitless buyers for these products but the problem is the initial 

cost of the relevant equipment. 

  

        

  
What we need is a massive re-education programme. The prisoners need to 

be re-educated and then provided with some sort of viable support system 

when they are released, The authorities need to be re-educated, in both 

the prisons and the courts, to see that they have a duty of care and 

that God expects and demands that they exerci their authority and 

perform their duties with compassion, remembering at all times that they 

are the guardians and protectors, on behalf of the Lord, of these social 

outcasts, im fact the very people Jesus chose to mix with. Then society 

too has to be re-educated to understand that if it wants to be protected 

it too has a duty; a duty to ensure that the released prisoner is given a 

chance because when the prisoner gets out of prisan now, he encounters a 

hostile society that refuses to believe that the ex-convict has paid for 

his mistakes. Just try and find employment for an ex-con and you'll see 

what I’m talking about. But our God is watching us to see how we will 

re-act to His challenge to "Set the prisoners free” - will we re-act with 

love and forgiveness or will we apply only retribution? 

     

  

  

        

      

What, you may ask, gives me the right to believe that TI have found a 

solution that no-one else has? Well, firstly, I believe that each and 

every one of the scriptures that I have quoted has been given me by the 

Lord at various times. I confess that I too doubted whether the Lord had 

called me to proclaim His message or whether it was just my own thoughts . 

After a great deal of prayer by myself and others we were all lead to the 

Book of the Frophet Ezekiel (221-8). I know now from this passage that 

the task that the Lord has set for me will not be easy and that I wilt 

encounter many obstacles ("rebellious") but nevertheless I must not rebel 

against what I perceive to be a very clear directive from the Lord ta 

proclaim His message. I must "open my mouth" and speak His words. 

From the aforegoing I am aware that I will be attacked and belittled (as 

has already happened), yet I have no option but to proceed with my task. 

I speak what I believe I have been instructed to speak by my God. The 

message from the Gospel is so clear and yet when people who are 

  
 




