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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus and assure you that you
and your work are in my daily prayers.

Enclosed herewith is a copy of three sermons which I have preached,

the pages whereof are numbered 1 to 11. I have already previously,

as early as the end of last year, sent copies of pages 1 to 8 to

EﬁBH the Ministers of Correctional Services and Justice and have asked
for an appointment to discuss the contents Wwith them. To date I

have merely received formal acknowledgments from them but when I hear

something more specific I shall send them each a copy of the third

sermon, pages 9 to 11,

Please will you place the enclosures before your committee which deals
with matters of the Prisons and Justise, Please also be assured that
if it is deemed desireable, I will be quite prepared to appear before
your committee to answer any questions or supply further information.

I am also very much against the death sentence and pray that all death
sentences will be commuted. I have written to the State President in
this connection but although he has referred the letter to the Minister
of Justice, I have since heard nothing further. If at all possible I
would also like the enclosure to be placed before the committee that
will deal with death and 1life sentences, if this is different from

the committee on Prisons and Justice, and if requested I would also

be quite ready to prepare a sermon for submission to such a committee
dealing with this subject.

Although I have only been the Natal Diocesan Chaplain since May of
last year 'I have had considerable experience in dealing with both
the prison and legal/judicial systems because I was an Attorney in
private practice for twenty two years prior to being called into
full time ministery in the Church, I am now the full time Diocese of
Natal Prison Chaplain.

If there is any way in which I can be of assistance to you in any of
your work or if there is any further information you may require,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Your brother and servant in Christ,
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One of the ogreatest problems with the whole prison system is that
Therae i Jmnt no real rehabilitation, mostly due to financial
restraints, and so the prisoners eventually pass out of orison having
heen well taught by other prisoners.

There are accounts of people being incarcerated for periods of 20 -
20 davs for such petty things as stealing a pen, a&ven making an
unauwthorized ‘phone call.

Sometimes pecple are locked up for stealing food because they don’ 't
have money to pay for it and they obviously don’t have money to pay a

fFine .

One of the things that worries me is what this sort of person learns

while in prison — I know of at least one prisoner who is serving a 40
vear sentence and [ can’'t help but wonder what got him started in
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crime - mavhe he stole an apple’

To protect itself from criminals society has decided to gl bhe
pxecute wrongdoers or deprive them of all freedoms and treat them
wWoT than most people treat their animals.

BUT, what is the alternative to this barbaric tre atment?
1 would like to suggest that the alternative. Sod’s answer, 1s right
there in the Rible, in His Holy Word.

T ask vou o listen verv carefully to what I'm about fto sav - o what
T helieve is a very ciear word from the Lovd.

While I am dealing specifically with prisons, what I have to say
applies egually to every person you Come into contact with.

When vou have heard what I have to say you will have to ashk vouwrseslf
whether or not what I say is Biblically corvect and if it 1s vou will
have to decide whether or not you are going to take seriously the
challenge of the Lord.

Right! How does God treat criminals in the Bible and how doss Jesus
advise us to teEat owr neighbours

Well, since Cain murdered Abel.... since David committed adultery
with Bathsheba and murdered her husband, God has being trying to show
ws the alternative.

He gives us a realistic, workable alternative to our terrible
response to convicted criminals.
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calls us to put an end to the ovele of violence and

criminal hurts us =0 wWe ave to hurt him in return.

But our God, a God who dares, is no ordinary God.

When Cain killed el God thnew that we, in owr huwnan sinfulness,
would bhe all set to impose our perverted and retributive form of
Justice on him.

We would go all out to punish him and get even.
I'm sure that God wept for Abel and his loved ones for their
suffering was oh so very real and tragic.

But once the human tendancy for retribution reared its ugly head. God
had to step in and take sides.

and take sides He did -~ Cain‘s! The criminal 's!

Whan this - murder occuwrred God knew what was coming next -
retribution — and He would have none of that so he sided with Cains

He sided with Cain while he was still oproud and unrepentant.

God's action here was s arrange for the escape of a2 known murderer
anii insisted that no retribution be exacted.

Here in the world today we would not only have locked Cain up but we
would probably have executsd him.

Fiod on the other hand freed Cain.

What about that other troubl ke . Moses. He slew a couple of
Egyptians but God let him escape whereas we would have put him in

chains of hangsd him.
In doing this we would have told owrselves that what we were doing
was “"only justice" and we woul laim that owr actions werg the only
realistic response to the orime on our streets.,

The God who dared had a different idea though. No jails. No sxecution
God set Moses free and even went so far as to make him one of His
most respected messengsrs and prophets.

From the 1st chapter of the Book of Genessis to the last words of the
Book of Revelation thers is only one Gospel, only one hope for
humankind and onlv one quide as to how each of us should live.

That Gospel., from the God who dares, is to our way of thinking
radical. bhecause while we were yet sinners He dared to wipe out our
guiilta

The God who dares took the only action that had any chance of
breaking this chain of violence and retribution - GGiod forgave.

To =how what true forgiveness is all about, Jesus was crucified on a
cross for vow and I, the sinners of the world.

And as He hung there on the cross, He didn’'t point to us and tell us
we dessrved to suffer, that we deserved to be punished.




Na! He cried out, "Father. foraive tham for they know not what they
do" .

We would have made that forgivensss conditional on
prison sentence bul s foroiveness isn’'t limited
ledge theilr guilt.
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Heg sets the captives free, He breaks their chainsg and protects those
on whom we wouwld take vengeance.

"Wengeance is Mine", says the Lovrd. "Judge not, lest you be judged,”
says Jesus. “"Forgive., and yvou will be forgiven.," say the Gospels.

u‘.-

‘Remember , Bod has paid the price for owr sin and to demand that a
be paid agsin is to damhan the sacrifice of Christ. It is to
o own rademphtion.

"What!'" vou say. "If we let these people out of prison they might
Eill or steal again. Surely v

v oyou aren’t talking about forgiving that
bype of npeveon?!
" th

Yes, [ am," repliss Jesus.
"Bt Jesus, if we forgive them once do we have to forgive them again?

I wie oo we might have to forgive five, six or times "

"Nt Y eripes Jesus. "Moot seven times, but seventy times

times' .

"Ryt surely Jesus you don 't mean ALL orisoners do ovou?"

And Jesus gently replies, "The Spirit of the Lovrd is on me,
- hecause He has annointed me t0....
proclaim freedom for the prisoners...”
When Jesus gave ws the Lord’s praver He tauaht us t
s our sins as we gorgive those who sin against us”.

Forgive
Me didn + tack onto the end of this a oroviso to only forgive those
who serve a prizon sentence.

When the woman was caught in adultery and dragged before Jesus , her
arcusers wanted her stoned to death in accovdance with their laws.

id Jesus say. "Sure thing. Kill her!"” He didn’'t even say, "Lets
ather lock her up in orison".?

Mo! He said, " He that is without sin among vou, let him cast the
first stone at her".
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And then He forgave her and told her to go and sin no more.
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No, my brothers and sisters., we the forgive
nothing to deserve or earn our fBrﬁLvEﬂ@ﬁE
o’

in our own behaviowr the laviehness of LHo

We must bestow freedom and forgivensss on all around us
it, dust as we don’'t deserve forgivene

they don’

Thizs is the Gospel — we who are the forgiven are to pass
forgiveness to all who wrong we

We are not called to be judgers but forgivers

Remember that it is in the character of evil to beget evil and so
when we resort to capital punishment and put people in chains and
hehind bars, then evil wins.

All through Scripture God points to another way and makes it clear
evil can be overcoms with good.

Do we serve a aod of love and forgiveness or a God of retribution?
Faorgiveness is the only hope for humanity - and that is Gospel.
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FORGIVENESS - FUTTING IT INTQ FRACTICE

Frisons hurt, maim and kill. They demoralize and feed the self-hati
generated by failed human potential.

To the person caged, shackled and bound, is a huniliation which makes
one fesel sub-human.

Fear abounds - not djust fear of the warders and the system but also
fear of ﬁtﬁrr prisoners and the future. Violence such as stabbings,
beatings and gang rapes are the order of the day.

The slow and methodical stripping of a person’s dignity, the

torture of his spirit, continues day after day @ men and women in our
prisons are convinced that they have no worth., no purpose, no hope.
no rights, no chance. '

For too many, this terrible lie becomes the truth, a prophecy
fulfilled repeatedly in oh so many ways day and night.

As the Prison Chaplain I try to convince these prisoners that God
loves them just as much as He loves you and me and that Jesus died
for them just as he died for vou and me.

After all Tsaiah (532:14-5) assures us, '"He was wounded for owr
transgressions, He was bruised for owr inigiuties: the chastisement
of ouwr- peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed”.

But the trouble iz that orisoners look at the svetem and how it hits
them and then they start to doubt me, and worse still, they start to
lose faith and start to doubt Jesus.

"But," vou might well say, "If they had listened to Jesus in the
first place they wouldn’'t be in prison now, would they?"

True! But what happened to forgivensss?

And then I ask vou: as a general rule why is it that the ﬁﬁmnlﬁ in
prison are all poor people? Why don’'t rich people go to jail®

These are the questions I, as Frison Chaplain, have o answer.
I have to tell them that irrespective of what society thinks., when
they repent, confess their sins and turn to Jesus, the slate is wiped

clean of their sins and they start a new life.

Jeremiah 21:34 assures us that God will forgive us our sins and
remember bthem no more.

When T +t2ll them this they want to know why God only forgives the
rich and not the poor and I try to explain to them that when Jesus
walked thiz =arth He chose to spend most of His time with sinners and
the poor. people Jjust such as them, and that they too are forgiven.

And then they want to know why only poor people go to prison and the
rich don t.

Unfortunately. what they say is true.

You see, the rich can afford the best lawyers and then they can
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afford the fines.

In most instances when a person is convicted of a orime
have to go to prison if they can’t pay the fine and

aftford to pay fines.
s

On the other hand a person convicted of theft, for exa
can’'t afford to r the fine or he wouldn 't have stolen in the

place, and so he goss to iall.

Does that sound like justice o vou? I'm surs it doesn " T!
Well then., what's the alternative? ... FORGIVENESES!

What does this mean in practice?... to forgive.
Well, does it mean when vou forgive youw just wash vour hands of the
person you have forgiven and walk away from him?

Ma! Indeed it dossn’t. That's how Fontius Filate treated Jesus — he
washed his hands of Him and let them crucify Jesus.

How then does God forgive? Well, He cares for us and loves us - in
fact He cares and loves so much He died for us so that we wouldn't
hRave to suffer for ow 3ins.

Can vou see the diffefence betwesn Filate and us on the one hand and
Giod on the other hand™ .

Filate and us, we forgive and then ignore the problem; but God on the
other hand, He takes action - He is a God who dares to take action no
matter how unpopular that action might bhe in ouwr eves.

You think I'm talking nonsense?

You think that God taking the action of dying on the crose for us is
really pushing the bounds of credulity.

Well then let s take another more oracticle sxample.

How about Cain when he murdered Abel? As vou know God forgave Cain.
He zet him free and insisted that nobody take vetribution on Cain.

God didn t just forgive Cain and thern wash His hands of him.

No! He forgave him and the this God of ours., the God who dares, He
took action.

God Bod insisted that no retribution be taken against Cain and then

He proceeded to deal with the problem.

God didn’'t then lock Cain in prison to rot - No! He sent him away and
let him lead, in so far as is possible, a normal life while He, God,
dealt with the problem.

What about Jesus when the woman was caught in adultery?

Jesus didn’t punish her but forgave her, told her to sin no more and
then He didn’'t just leave the matter there.
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Mo ! The Sod whe dares, He took action and dealt with the praoblem. not
by locking her up or having her stoned to death in accordance with
the law, but He ministered to her and the popular belief is that this

terribly sinful woman was in reality Mary Magdalene who bhecame one of
Hiz followers.

How then doowe

Well, for starte we eman 't osay we forgive a person and then lock him

up — No! We have to find out what the problem is so that we can treat it
If vou hear that someone has been talking about you behind your back

saying untrue things., vou have to deal with that problem.

You have to approach that person to find out why these things are being
said, but this could well be a long and even painful process which may be
very difficult to do and so therefore your forgiveness must be genuine
and given in love.

So too. for example. when a person steals we can’t just lock him up in
jail and leave the matter there.

i

We have to find out why he stole.
And lst me assure vou that more often than not vou will find it was
hecause of poverty or because of some sort of family problems which

resulted in atitention sesking.

Then when vou bnow the cause of the problem yvour forgiveness will bscome
geniune when vou seek to deal with the problem and eradicate the cause.

What then of the person who doesn’t steal out of poverty or some such
problem™

What about the serial killer who is so much in the news at times?

Well, these people are reallvy sick because I believe that no-one in
right mind would walk into a fast food restawrant and shont to death

yvou don’t send them to prison, you treat the sickness, usually in a
hospital or some such institution.

Well let me tell vou right now that our prisons are supposed tp be
institutions of rehabilitation, but they aren’t.

There are virtually no rehabilitation programmes, orobably mainiy due to
lack of funds, and so the criminal going in at the beginning of his
sentence is generally the same person who comes out of prison at the end
of serving his sentence.

e comes out unrehabilitated but now he is usually even worse than before
he went to prison because he has been mixing with other prisoners and now
comes out as an esxpert.

About 20% of prisoners who spend some time in prison, over & months or
so, usually end up back in prison and this tells me guite clearly that
the oresent system isn’'t working.
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Well, what can vou as an individual do about this traversty of justice?

]

Firstly, yvyou can write the Minister of Justice and demand an immedis

end to the death

v+
2l

Then you could write to the Minister of Correcticonal Services and demand
that the whole svstem of prisons be investigated with a view to placing
much more emphasis on rehabilitation and that all prisons staff be
educated to this end.

Then vou can write to vour own Member of Farliament with the same demands

and vou could raise this issue in the media and open some debate on the
subject.

Then too, you can form a committee in your parish to assist in raising
funds s0 that we wh“ work in the prisong can start upgrading the
facilities and buying books etc. for study purposes for the prisoners

This rcommittee coulid also become an emplovment bureau to assist the
prison authorities in finding work for prisoners so thst they could be
released on parole.

This committes could set up workshops where the whole guestion of prisons
and an alternative to imprisonment could be |

In Luke's Gospel Jesus gives us the parabel of the phar ise and the taus

collector. Do we stand with the pharisee and say we e glad we are not
sinners like the tax collector, or do we, like e action to show
compassion to the poor sinner?

The prophet Micah too puts this so clearly when God says through him,
"and what does the Lord reguire of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with vou God".

To forgive is not to look the other way — it is not to pretend that crime
and violence don’'t exist and it certainly is not to act as 1if what one
does dossn 't matier.

To forgive is to acknowledge evil as Jesus did but not to try and make
two wrongs into a right.

To forgive means that even while knowing full well the awfulness of the
crime.we are to wrap our arms around the sinner in a loving embrace. to
show him he is truly forgiven while, with Christ, we deal with his
problem.

God dares us to unleash the incredible power of redemption.Will vou heln?
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THE HIRBLE AND HOW QUR FRISONS SHOULD FLINCTION

I don’'t have a problem with locking criminals up in prison but [ do
1

helieve this shouldn’'t he the only option. The Bible i1s guite smphatic
about punishment, both the old and new Testaments, but it iz just a
emphatic about rehabilitation. ;

The author of the letter +to the Hebrews (12:5-11) builds on vse. 11-12 of
chanter 2 of the Book of Froverbs and develops the themss of disciolins
and love. He is adamant that the two have to go together because the Lord
only disciplines those whom He loves. When we are disciplined with love,
althouah it seems unpleasant at the time, "later it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteocusness to those who have been trained by it". This, of
course, means that righteousness will come to those who have been
rehabilitated with forgiveness, caring and love.

is also a very practicle Book that will give practicle solutions to all
the problems of all who will only take the time to prayerfully search for
them.

Fight, so what doess the Bible say about practicle means of rehabilitating
criminals? The answer is very clearly set out in Faul’‘s letter to the
Ephesians (4:28) where he says, "Let the thief no longer steal. but
rather let him labour, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may
be able to give to those in need". Obviously there are not only thieves
in prison but if we take this direction from the Rible to its logical
conclusion, you will see that all criminals should have their energies
directed away from criminal activities and into honest endeavours.

And vet what happens in our prisons in the way of rfehabilitation? Very
little! And what rehabilitation does exist is purely optional. The vast
majority of prisoners go into prison, mix with other criminals on a daily
hasis, watch violent videos, have nothing to do most of the day, become
mored then frustrated and as they look for something to do they get
involved in illegal activities ranging from petty smuggling to taking
part in gang activities. Then at the end of his sentence the prisoner who
has now honed his illegal talents into a skill, is released and in this
condition inflicted on society. Some prisoners are assaulted by

warders., others by other prisconers. Almost all prisoners are treated like
vermin and eventually come to regard themselves as animals and lessse than
human =0 that when released they don’t regard themselves as being bound
by normal human rules and regulations. So much for society beiling
protected by the prison system.

Some of the prisoners , despite the cruelty and other hardships of the
prison system, become so reliant on l1ife in prison that they can’'t cope
with life outside and quite often they will commit a crime again just to
get back into prison. You see, there in prison they feel they have a roof
over their heads and two meals a day; its some sort of security.

This is indeed an indictment on ow prison system and yet the problem
doesn 't start there. The problem starts back in scciety which =zits back
and allows a few people to have too much while so many have too little.
This imbalance is a direct cause of poverty and poverty is the single
greatest cause of crime.

Then our courts are also not without blame because they don’t spend
enough time digging into the cause of the crime that the criminal has
committed and then to top this, the courts generally use very little
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imagination in 2 1114 Whereas community service would often he
an appropriate alternative to imprisonment, or mayhe even oeriodical
imprisonment, this doesn’ 't often happen and so the family bDreadwinner 1is
incarcerated and the whole family suffers as much as the criminal. Then
too, the courts should, 1 helieve, not necessarily send a convicted

person to jail for a specific period of time but for a specific

purpose. What I mean by this is, for example, if a person has been
convicted of a orime and the court feels a prison sentence is
appropriate, I feel the court should then enguire into the criminal’s
educational background, amongst other things, and if for examplie it is
fournd that he has passed standard eight, the court should then sentence
him not to two vears in prison but to passing his matric whether this
takes Rhim =iy months or six vears. He then leaves prison an improved

person who, hopefully, has a better chance of being absorbed back into
sooisty .

The possibilities of this type of sentencing are virtually limitless but
this presupposes one precondition, and that is that the necessary
rehabilitation facilities are available in prisons, which they are not.

1 concede that this would take a lot of money to set up but once in
operation the scheme could well pay for itself as the prisoners are
taught a trade and then put to work. For example, I know of one Head of a
prison who would like to get welding enquipment so that he can teach the
prisoners to manufacture burglar guards because he is able to obtain
almost limitless buyers for these products but the problem is the initial
cost of the relevant squipment.

What we need is a massive re-education programme. The prisoners need to
be re-—educated and then provided with some sort of viable support svstem
when they are released. The authorities need to be re-educated, in both
the prisons and the courts, to see that they have a duty of care and

that Bod expects and demands that they exercise their authority and
perform their duties with compassion, remembering at all times that they
are the guardians and protectors, on behalf of the Lord, of these social
outcasts, in fact the very people Jesus chose to mix with. Then socisty
tom has to be re-sducated to understand that if it wants to be protecied
it too has a dutv: a duty to ensure that the released prisoner 1s gilven a
chance because when the prisoner gets out of prison now, he encounters a
hostile society that refuses to believe that the ex-convict has paid for
Mis mistakes. Just try and find employment for an e2x—con and you'll see
what I'm talking about. But owr God is watching us to see how we will
re—act to His challenge to "Set the prisoners free" - will we re-act with
love and forgiveness or will we apply only retribution?

Wwhat, you may ask, gives me the right to believe that I have found a
solution that no-one else has? Well, firstly, I believe that sach and
every one of the scriptures that I have gquoted has been given me by the
Lord at various times. I confess that I too doubted whether the Lord had
called me to proclaim His message or whether it was just my own thoughts.
After a great deal of praver by myself and others we were all lead to the
Book of the Frophet Ezekiel (2:1-8). I know now from this passage that
the task that the Lovrd has set for me will not he easy and that I will
encounter many obstacles ("rebellious”) but nevertheless I must not el
against what I perceive to be a very clear directive from the Lord *o
proclaim His message. I must "open my mouth"” and speak His words.

From the aforegoing I am aware that I will be attacked and belittled (as
has alveady happened), yvet I have no option but to proceed with my taskhk.
I speak what I believe I have been instructed to speak by my God. The
message from the Gospel is so clear and yet when people who are
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