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Traditional Chieftainship,
Ite role in the socio-
historical development
of the Traditional Community
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In a basic statement of policy, the Congress of
Traditional Leaders of South Africa ( CONTRALESA )
states on the issue of hereditary chieftaimship:

" Tamper with this institution and you succeed not only
to violate long cherished spiritual norms and
undermine to social fabric that make for:their cohesion
as a people ( communitiee ), but you effectively

destroy the basis for government, social diacipline and
the rule of law itaelf and you are left with an
uprooted, radarless collective who are less than
carbon copies of others in spheres of so¢io-political
development and culture ". ;

Traditional Leadership is in our view as supported by
sociological research, co-evil with the traditional
community itself from time immemorial in Africa and for
Africans until usurped, distorted and stripped of its
true nature and status by coloniel regimes 'during and
after the aggressive, imperial scramble for Africa when
custom, the unwritten law opperative in all traditional
communities, was subverted, chiefs ceased to be the
spiritual leaders of their people and wereigradually
reduced to hirelings to subserve idiological ends of
their masters represented today by architects of
apartheid surrogates in both city and so-called homelands.
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