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Fellow South Africans,

Comrades and compatriots,

Todoy, January 8, we celebrate the 80th onniverson/ of the formation of

the Afrioon National Congress.

Through the length and breadth of South Africa and in mony ports of

the world, onti-oportheid fighters ond democrats - young and old, block

and white - join hands to reflect on the history of struggle ogoinst rociol

oppression and tyranny and to take stock of the tasks that lie oheod. This is

the cose because the African National Congress hos been and remains
the torch-beorer of the ospirotions of the overwhelming majority of South

Africans.

We take this opportunity to congratulate the people of our country who

successfully implemented the programme outlined in our statement on the

occasion of Jonuory 8 lost year, registering new advances in our struggle

to ottoin democracy.

The commemoration of our onniversory this year beors 0 quality and

content different from all previous years. A new spirit is abroad in our Iond.

The successfui convocation of the first sitting of the Convention for 0

Democratic South Africa (CODESA) is on great achievement for all South
Afrioons,

However, we ore under no illusion that the tronsition to democracy will

be pioin-soiiing. The more serious business of this Convention hos just

storted; and the historic duty of ridding our country of the criminal system

of oportheid stiii owoits accomplishment.

Road to Democracy

It is o reflection of the odvonces we have mode that South Africa is now

firmly on the road to democrocy. Properly organised, no force can stop

our people from achieving democracy in the shortest possible time.

Those on the extreme right of the political spectrum who cling to the

post with threats against negotiations might possibly deloy transition to
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democracy. BuT They connoT sTop iT. ATTemst To block The march of

hisTory and use violence To perpeTuoTe discrediTed oporTheid policies or

even modified oporTheid will only lead To a replay of conflicT which will

cause greoTer devosToTion on our whole socieTyl

In The losT ihsTonce, Those who seek To subverT democracy will lose

because democracy will surely Triumph. Our desTiny 0s 0 people - block

and whiTe - is inTerTwihed. We owe iT To fuTure generaTions To rebuild our
counTry afresh as our common heriToge.

The formoTion of The ANC was in large measure 0 response To The TOTO
ACT of Union. This ocT represehTed on illegiTimoTe ogreemenT CT on earlier
convenTion beTweeh BriTish imperialism and The colonial seTTlers To uniTe

SouTh Africa on The basis of The racial exclusion of The mojoriTy of iTs
people.

Today we celebroTe our 80Th anniversary ofTer The odopTion of o
DecloroTiOh of lhTehT conToihing consTiTuTionol principles which
unequivocally rejecT The policies and procTices of oporTheid and racial
dominoTion. For The firsT Time ever, as o resulT of sTruggie, represehToTives of
The oppressed people and The oporTheid regime hove TogeTher
commiTTed Themselves To joinle explore The creoTion of democroTic
ihsTiTuTions ih SouTh Africa.

Founding Conference

IT is hoT wiTh o spiriT of seIf-congroTuloTion cmcl undue opTimism ThoT we

osserT ThoT The policies of The founders of The African NoTionol Congress

are being furTher vindicoTed before our very eyes. The 80 years of
uninTerrupTed sTruggle led by The ANC ore obouT To beor fruiT.

The founding conference in Mongoung, BloemfonTein on January 8,
l912 broughT TogeTher greoT poTrioTs such 05 John Longolibolele Dube,
Pixley k0 lzoko Seme, Sol PlooTje, Som MokgoTho, WolTer Rubusono,

ChorloTTe Moxeke, Thomas Mophikelo and Edward Tsewu. in recogniTion

of The role of Their forefoThers in The wars of resisTonce and The conTribuTion

They could make in forging The fuTure, Solomon k0 Dihizulu of The Zulu,

MonTsioo of The Borolong, Lewoniko of The Lozi, LeTsie II of The SoTho,

LoboTsibeni of The Swazi, Dolihdyebo of The Thembu, Sekhukhuni of The

Pedi, Khomo of The Tswonc: 0nd oTher TrodiTionol leaders porTicipOTed on
ThoT hisToric day To help esToblish The African NoTionol Congress.
We pay special TribuTe To one of The firsT honorary presidenTs of The

ANC, ThoT poTrioTic leader of our people, King Dihizulu k0 CeTshwoyo who,
in his absence, was given This accolade in recogniTion of his commiTmenT
To The sTruggle ogoinsT whiTe dominoTion in general, and his role in The
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armed onTi-Poll Tax revoIT of 1906, in porTicuior.

We soiuTe These and oTher greoT leaders and organisers of The ANC

who saw To iTs developmenT in The early years. We pay TribuTe To The

workers, civics, women, youTh, religious leaders, TrodiTionol leaders,

business-people, The ruroi masses and oThers, for Their relethess sTruggie

which has broughT us To This phase where we con wiTh confidence soy

ThoT The fuTure is more Then ever before wiThin our grasp.

The imperoTive of hoTionol uniTy Through sTruggie was pinned To The

mosT of The African NoTionol Congress from iTs very incepTion. In The long

years of The wars of resisTonce, The African people in porTiculor were

defeoTed cs differenT eThnic uniTs. Their heroic spiriT wos weakened by Their

disuniTy. The formoTiOh of The ANC consTiTuTed on imporTonT break wiTh The

100st The odopTion of new forms of sTruggle as o uniTed people. IT signalled

The beginning of 0 process To remove 0 key obsTocle To freedom which

our founders correcTiy described in 1912, 05 TThe demon of Tribolism".

IT is o moTTer of greoT pride for us ThoT CT The founding conference of

The ANC were leaders of The people of The sub-conTinehT. This underlined

Then, as iT does Today, ThoT The people of our region and Africa 05 0 whole

share 0 common desTiny. As we ehTer The TronsiTion To democracy, we are

we" owore ThoT we are fulfilling The dream of hundreds of millions on our

conTihenT To rid Africa once and for oil of The scourge of racism and

colonialism.

Relentless Struggle

The African NoTionol Congress and The oppressed 0nd democrOTic forces

of our counTry look CT The fuTure wiTh confidence because we base

ourselves on The foundoTion of eighT decades and more of unrelehTihg

sTruggle. We are deTermined To learn from our successes and our failures.

In These 80 years, we have become keenly aware ThoT oniy in ocTive

sTruggle can The democroTic movemenT shifT The balance of forces in

favour of The oppressed people. The sToyihg power of our movemehT resTs

on firm links wiTh The mass of The people. This is The only guoronTee of

vicTory.

From The early years - in The campaigns ogoihsT passes for women, The

Land Ads and HerTzog Bilis, in The passive resisTohce campaign of The

indion Congresses, The GreoT Miners' STrike of T946 and oTher ocTions - The

ANC and HS oiiies osserTed The righTs of The people in crcTuol sTruggle.

AIThough There were miliTonT demonsTroTions on several occasions

before, iT was wiTh The odopTion of The Programme of AcTion in 1949 ThoT

The ANC seT iTseIf firmly on a course of ocTive moss resisTonce To The sysTem
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of whiTe domihaTion. This found expression in The Defiance Campaign,
organisaTion and mobilisaTion for The Congress of The People where The
Freedom CharTer was adopTed in 1955, uprisings of The landless rural
masses, women's acTions agaihsT passes, sTays-aThhome, bus boycoTTs and
oTher acTions.

In The decade of The 503, The ANC, hahd-in-hand wiTh iTs allies - The
SouTh African Congress of Trade Unions, SouTh African indian Congress,
Coloured People's Congress, Congress of DemocraTs and The Then
underground SouTh African CommunisT ParTy - grew To become The single-
mosT powerful voice againsT The sysTem of racial Tyranny. IT was during This
decade ThaT non-racial uniTy was consolidaTed in sTruggle, laying The
foundaTion for The deveiopmenT of The ANC inTo The Truly non-racial
naTional arganisaTion ThaT iT is Today.

UmkhonTo we Sizwe

When The Time came To resisT arms in hand, The ANC did noT shirk iTs
responsibiiiTy. DespiTe The facT ThaT The odds were weighTed againsT The
democraTic forces and The seTbacks suffered in The early years of
underground operaTion, efforTs were made To build The people's army,
UmkhonTo we Sizwe, and rooT iT among The people. Over The years
UmkhonTo developed To become a reliable cuTTing edge of The people's
sTruggle for freedom and jusTice. IT Therefore occupies a place of honour
among The forces which have broughT SouTh Africa To This dawn of a new
era - as an army of The voTeIess and democraTic majoriTy.

AT This hisTorical juncTure, iT is incumbehT upon cadres of The people's
army, MK, To Take acTive parT in The life of Their communiTies. They should
seek all The Time To be True examples of a people's securiTy force, ThaT
respecTs The communiTies and imparTs The necessary skills To ensure ThaT
The people can proTecT Themselves. They should conTinuaiiy improve Their
own skills and prepare for The cehTral roie They will play in The defence and
police forces of a democraTic SouTh Africa and in The TransiTion.

The bedrock of The developmenT of UmkhonTo was The mass acTions of
The people in defiance of aparTheid repression. From The IaTe 19605 and
especially in The Two decades ThaT followed, popular acTions made iT
impossible for The aparTheid regime To conTinue ruling in The old way. The
call by The ANC and HS allies To make The counTry ungovernable was
answered wiTh vigour. As mass and armed acTions doveTaiied inTo a
generalised popular offensive, The crisis of aparTheid deepened and The
regime's reTreaT rouTes narrowed.

On This day, we pay TribuTe To The heroes of The people's army, whose
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selfless conTribuTion To The overall sTruggle mode iT possible for us To reach

The decisive phase we ore oT Todoy. We lower our banners in memory of

our morlyrs, some of whose remoins lie buried in forowoy londs. We soluTe

The fighTers of The moss democroTic movemenT who losT Their lives in The

line of duTy.

We owe H To all These heroes To ensure ThoT The process we have now

emborked upon is neiTher deroiled nor deloyed. We owe H To Their

memory To move wiTh deliberoTe speed To The democroTic SouTh Africa for

which They mode The supreme sacrifice.

Moss Action for Transfer of Power

We hove jusT emerged from yeT onoTher eveanul year in The colendor of

our sTruggle. 1991, The Year of Moss AcTion for The Transfer of Power, was so

designoTed because of The reolisoTion ThoT moss ocTion has become more

cruciol Thon ever before in our sTruggle. WiThouT moss ocTion we connoT

move forward. WiThouT The people in oonsTonT poliTicol moTion, our

demonds CT The negoTioTions Toble will sound hollow. WiThouT moss ocTion,

The process we have enTered inTo will be relegoTed To on exchange

among leoders. IT will lock The decisive inpuT of The people.

ThroughouT This posT year, we hove hod To fighT every inch of The way in

The efforT To reolise free poliTicol ocTiviTy and ensure 0 fair and jusT

TronsiTion To democracy. CenTrol in These ocTions - from The marches on

The opening of porliomenT, consumer boycoTTs, rallies and general sTrikes -

is one crucial message: ThoT The oporTheid regime does noT have The righT

To rule our counTry even one day longer.

A special place among These ocTions belongs To The general sTrike ond

oTher ocTions ogoinsT Value Added Tax, led by COSATU which uniTed The

widesT possible speoTrum of social forces. In iTs uniloTerol decision To

impose This Tax, The regime sounded on imporTonT worning To The people

of our counTry. This warning is ThoT we connoT focus our oTTenTion solely on

The consTiTuTionol ond poliTicol issues of TronsiTion.

AT virTuolly all levels of The economy, The regime and big business are

engaged in o concerTed drive To resTruoTure The economy oT The expense

of The poor. PrivoTisoTion, VAT, proposed minerol lows and oTher plans are

among The mony measures They hope To use To ensure ThoT 0 new

democroTic governmenT will be lefT wiThouT The means To redress The

hisToricol socio-economic injusTices broughT obouT by oporTheidl

The onTi-VAT generol sTrike served on imporTonT noTice ThoT The people

will noT ollow This Iegolised plunder. In The coming monThs, iT will be

necessary To sTrengThen our inTervenTion in socio-economic moTTers To sTop
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The regimes programmes and iniTioTe measures ThoT will help loy The basis
for o democroTic economy.

Vibrant Organisation

TQQT saw The developmenT of The ANC inTo o vibronT organisoTion, o

poce-seTTer in The sTreeTs as well as in negoTioTions end an example of

democroTic procTice.

The African NoTionol Congress has re-esToblished iTself as o Truly noTionol

orgonisoTion. From The souThern Tip of The conTinenT To The Limpopo, in

boTh rural and urban areas, ANC branches are being seT up. Black 0nd

whiTe democroTs: women, youTh, workers, religious personoIiTies, TrodiTionol

leaders, business-people - oil These forces and oThers hove swelled The

ranks of The ANC because iT voices Their ospiroTions.

AT our firsT ever NoTionol Conference wiThin SouTh Africa in more Then 30

years, we reviewed The sToTe of The noTion and our organisoTion 0nd

chorTed The way forward. IT is common cause ThoT This conference was

infused wiTh o democroTic spiriT, unprecedenTed in The hisTory of This

counTry. We emerged from The 48Th NoTionol Conference sTronger 0nd

wiTh a clearer purpose and vision. IT is no exoggeroTion To say ThoT The

evenTs unfolding Today owe Their success To The conTribuTions of The

branches and mondoTed delegoTes To ThoT hisToric conference.

YeT we musT improve our organisaTionol copociTy if we are To meeT The

new Challenging Tosks. The environmenT wiThin which we have To operoTe

is changing all The Time. Mony weaknesses remain, making iT difficulT for

our sTrucTures To fully harness The supporT ThoT The ANC enjoys among The

people. We are sTilI noT doing enough To generoTe among our members

and supporTers The much needed resources for our operoTions. AdequoTe

leadership musT be exercised noT only from noTionol office. All our

sTrucTures musT become The Tribune of The people! capable of giving

leadership and guiding The search for viable remedies To The people'5
plighT.

The oll-round cloriTy 0nd consisTency of our pronouncemenfs, The viTcxliTy

of our poliTicol life in The lowesT sTrucTures end our links wiTh The masses are

The only means To guoronTee The growTh ond developmenT of our

orgonisoTion. As we enTer The new and unchorTered Terrain of open

poliTicol conTesT in The buiId-up To democroTic elecTions, we need TO
combine all These quoliTies wiTh The necessary experTise ThoT These new

forms of sTruggle demand.

 



 

Political Violence

BuT our efforTs will be limiTed if The onosphere for normal poliTicol ocTiviTy

hos noT been realised. The violence engulfing our counTry is The major

impedimenT in This regard. During The course of The posT year, Thousands of

our people were killed and maimed in senseless cornoge direcTed 0T

members of The ANC and iTs allies and block communiTies in general.

The sheer scale and bruToliTy of The killings and The seeds of hoTred

being sown will leave 0 Terrible bloT on The soul of The whole noTion.

The African NoTionol Congress iniTioTed 0nd Took on ocTive porT in The

preporoTions for The NoTionol Peace ConvenTion because we value life

and seek harmony among our people, We are noT only involved in The

sTrucTures seT up by The Peace Accord: we seek To speed up The process

and place all These sTrucTures on 0 sound operoTionol fooTing in The

various regions.
BuT iT is quiTe clear ThoT These sTrucTures and The codes of conducT

odopTed will be meaningless if The killings conTinue.

in The communiTies bearing The brunT of This violence, evidence of

police collusion 0nd disregard of The agreed codes abounds The media

conTinue To uncover focTs obouT The involvemenT of The oporTheid army

and police in perpeTroTing violence. Public funds have been used To

supporT porTies implicoTed in The violence. There is on evidenT relucTonce

on The porT of The regime To ouTlow The carrying of dangerous weapons in

public, despiTe The olorming deoTh Toll.

All These developmenTs poinT To one reoliTy: The whiTe minoriTy regime is

Talking peace on The one hand while colluding in The war ogoinsT iTs

opponenTs on The oTher. In This way, They hope To exocT from The liberoTion

movemenT compromises ThoT will leave The sysTem of oporTheid essenTiolly

unchanged. The irresponsible sToTemenTs 0nd ThreoTs of civil war from

cerloin poliTicol leaders olso oTTesT To This heinous sTroTegy.

Open LeTTer

When The ANC issued The Open LeTTer To The governmenT in April of losT

year, we soughT To sensiTise The public obouT The seriousness of This danger

and To nudge The regime inTo Taking The necessary measures To deal wiTh

This horrendous siTuoTion. Their holf-heorTed measures and refusal To clear

oTher obsTocles demonsTroTe ThoT The oporTheid rulers ore neiTher willing

nor capable of bringing obouT free poliTicol ocTiviTy. The rocisT regime is

The major obsTocle To The process of fundemenTol change. lT musT make

way for on lnTerim GovernmenT of NoTionol UniTy.
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Therefore, while we ihTensify The impiemenToTion of The ogreemenTs

conToined in The Peoce Accord ond Toke oli necessary meosures To bring

peace To our communiTies, we musT redouble our efforTs To puT in place on

IhTerim GovernmenT which enjoys The confidence of The people as a

whole.

Broad Patriotic Front

The phase of sTruggIe we have enTered requires The widesT possible uniTy

of all forces opposed To oporTheid. No single orgonisoTion, no moTTer how

powerful, con shoulder The burden of The challenges facing The counTry

alone. The urgehT Tosk confronTihg oil The people of SouTh Africo Today is

The Transfer of power from The whiTe minoriTy regime To The people.

The ANC's opprooch To The Brood PoTrioTic FronT iniTioTive is guided by

This perspecTive. When The poTrioTic fronT conference was finally held in

OcTober, iT signified The culminoTion of efforTs by The ANC and oTher

orgonisoTions To empower The overwhelming mojoriTy of The people for The

Task of Tronsfer of power. This hisToric ochievemenT should be consolidoTed

in ocTuol sTruggIe.

Bosing iTseif on The decisions of This conference, The ANC Took The

iniTioTive in coiling for The immedioTe convening of on Ali-PorTy Congress

which was realised in The holding of CODESA. We placed before This forum

The demonds of The poTrioTic forces for o ConsTiTuenT Assembly and

imporTiol TronsiTionol mechonisms. In This endeovour, The ANC enjoys The

supporT of The overwhelming mojoriTy of The orgonisoTions which Took porT

in ThoT conference: poliTicol porTies ond orgonisoTions, Trade unions, youTh

ond sTudehTs' sTrucTures, women's orgonisoTions, professional ossocioTions,

business orgonisoTions ond oThers.
The soiemh pledge from The poTrioTic fronT conference was To pursue

The objecTive of Tronsfer of power wiTh oll deiiberoTe speed. Those who

approach The fronT wiTh The seriousness iT deserves connoT Therefore be

embarrassed, 05 some seem To be, by The odvohces SouTh Africa is

moking in This direcTion. IT is The duTy of The ANC and oil oTher forces who

subscribe To ThoT hisToric decloroTion of The poTrioTic fronT conference To

ensure ThoT we ocT TogeTher To achieve The demonds conToined in iT. H is

also our duTy To win over os mony forces as possible inTo This from.

Freedom will be won nowhere else buT in sTruggle, including, as The

poTiioTic fronT conference resoived, in The TheoTre of negoTioTions. AN
efforTs need To be direcTed oT consolidoTing uniTy ogoihsT The primary

enemy of oil SouTh Africons: The oporTheid sysTem. The ANC's purpose in

enTering negoTioTions olso remoins unchanged: The Tronsfer of power from
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The rocisT minoriTy To The people as 0 whole.

International Community

As 1991 drew To 0 Close, The CommonweolTh of NoTions, The Non-Aligned
MovemenT (NAM) and The UniTed NoTions General Assembly oll

unanimously Took for-reoohing decisions regording Their supporT for The

sTruggle ogoinsT oporTheid. These decisions reflecTed in porT The leadership

role of African sToTes and The OrgonisoTion of Africon UniTy, whose

commiTmenT To our couse we sholl olwoys cherish. IT is o meosure of The

sToTure of our movemenT ond The correcTness of iTs opprooch ThoT The

resoluTions Token by These ougusT bodies correspond wiTh our own policy

posiTions os reflecTed in The decisions of our 48Th NoTionol Conference.

Bosicolly, The inTernoTionol communiTy is saying ThoT The sysTem of

oporTheid oncl iTs perpeTroTors should conTinue To be isoloTed os hos been

The cose before. However, The new organs of The TronsiTion ThoT ore being

born in sTruggle should be given moximum supporT. This should include

relevonT meosures ogoinsT Those who violoTe ogreemenTs of The NoTionol

Peooe ConvenTion ond CODESA.

The concreTe progrommes emerging from This process seek To reloTe

The lifTing of isoloTion To specific sTeps in The direcTion of o democroTic

SouTh Africa.
The presence of eminenT represenToTives of The OAU, The

CommonweolTh, NAM, UN, Europeon CommuniTy and The InTernoTionol

CommiTTee of The Red Cross CT The firsT siTTing of CODESA is one exomple

of The moral and poliTicol supporT These forces con give To The process

now under woyHCerToinly, as The process unfolds, Their involvemenT will

have To be increased in accordance wiTh concreTe needs and

ogreemenTs reoohed omong vorious porTies wiThin SouTh Africo.

Their experTise in TronsiTionol processes, The moral power of Their

supervision ond moniToring, The sTrengTh of Their voice in The verificoTion of

The ouTcome of various sToges of The TronsiTion will noT only help guoronTee

foirness in The process. lT will also ensure ThoT whoT finolly emerges enjoys

inTernoTionol legiTimocy. AfTer oil, H is in no small measure Thanks To The

efforTs of onTi-oporTheid forces The world over, responding To The massive

build up of inTernol sTruggles, ThoT SouTh Afrioo Todoy is enTering The sToge
of TronsiTion To democracy.

We soluTe The onTi-oporTheid movemenT worldwide for iTs role in

odvonoing The democroTic sTruggle in our oounTry. As we enTer This cruciol

phase, we coll on all These forces To inTensify Their efforTs ogoinsT oporlheid
in oil iTs monifesToTions, including ThoT of poliTicol violence. Their supporT for
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The process now under woy will noT only ensure 0 free and fair TronsiTion,

buT will also help speed up The reolisoTion of o democroTic SouTh Africa.

Interdependent World

Precisely because we live in on lhTerdependenT world, we ore duTy-bound

To Ieorn from end Toke odvonToge of developmenTs in oTher regions of The
world.

In This regard we Toke heorT CT The firsT sTeps Token in The Middle EosT

Towords o peooeful negoTioTed seTTlemenT. The righT of The PolesTlnion

people To sToTehood is noT only morolly jusT; iT is o necessary prerequisiTe for

peace in ThoT emboTTled region. Similorly, we are encouraged by

developmenTs Towords o negoTioTed seTTlemenT in El Salvador,

underpinned, omong oThers, by The resTrucTurlng of The securiTy forces and

The prominenT role of The UniTed NoTions. In WesTern Sohoro, posiTive sTeps

ore olso being Token in This direchon.

We reiTeroTe our solidoriTy wiTh The people of EosT Timor and elsewhere

in Their sTruggle for noTionol self-deTerminoTion.

In EosTern Europe, upheovols of major proporTions ore ofooT. in The final

onolysis, The prerogoTive To choose, amend and change 0 sToTus quo

belongs To The people of any given counTry. We express our groTiTude To

The peoples and governmenTs of The former SovleT Union and oTher

COUhTries of EosTern Europe who gave us oll-round supporT during The mosT

difficulT doys of our sTruggle. We welcome The formoTion of The

commonweolTh of former SovieT Republics and hope ThoT reloTions

beTween Them and The sTruggling people of our counTry will remain firm, in
The common endeavour To rid The world of rocism ond oporTheid.

We pledge our solidoriTy wiTh The people of Cuba ond express our

unqualified supporT for Their righT To deTermine Their desTiny wiThouT foreign

inTerference.

We join The people of Africo and The world in welcoming developmenTs

on our oonTinenT Towords O mulTi-porTy democroTic cuITure. IT is our fervenT

hope ThoT These evenTs will lead To The improvemenT of The condiTions of

The moss of The people. MulTi-porTy democracy con only be meaningful

wiThih o oulTure of poliTiool Toleronoe free of inTimidoTion onol unworronTed
seculor or cleriool pressures on The elecToroTe.

The righT of noTlons To deTermine Their desTiny wiThouT foreign

inTerference onol dominoTion is enshrined in our policy documenTs and

forms The bedrock of our prooTice. We Therefore sTond opposed To

brinkmonship, The use of arms ond finonciol dominoTion as on ihsTrumenT
of foreign policy by any sToTe, big or small.
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Towards Negotiations

As we ring down The curToin on 1991, we can say wiTh confidence ThoT The

general crisis of The CiporTheid sysTem has never been deeper. During The

posT year, The democroTic movemehT consolidaTed iTs hold on The
sTroTegic iniTioTive.

WiTh The successful conclusion of The firsT siTTihg of CODESA, The people

of SouTh Africa have Taken on imporTonT sTep Towards a hegoTioTed

resoluTion of Their problems. The decloroTiOh odopTed QT CODESA signifies

cm imporTonT sTep mm The TrohsiTiOh. However, while The DecloroTiOh of

IhTenT consTiTuTes on admission of failure on The porT of The regime and The

moral superioriTy of our cause, iT remains buT o decloroTiOh. How decisive

This break is will be deTermihed in The sTruggles of The year ahead.

Precisely because The new phase is obouT The cenTrol quesTion of our

sTruggle _ The quesTion of Transfer of power - resisTonce by The whiTe ruling

bloc will be more ihTense. We should expecT more Showmanship, oTTemst

0T disrupTionl counTer-revoluTionory violence and sysTemoTic propaganda

againsT The liberoTion movemehT. Though The sTruggle will Toke new forms,

H is likely To remain difficulT.

lnTerim Government

TronsiTion will begin in eornesT wiTh The insTolloTion of Oh lnTerim

GovernmenT of NoTionOl UhiTy. Such 0 body should be sovereign, wiTh

effecTive imporTiol mechanisms To ensure freedom and fairness.

H is 0 measure of The sTrengTh of The democrciTic movemehT and our
inTernoTionol supporTers ThoT The regime has conceded ThoT iT connoT be

referee and player in This process. By acknowledging The need for on

lnTerim Government The oporTheid rulers hove objecTively occepTed ThoT

Their regime is illegiTimoTe ond incapable of supervising The TronsiTion.

However, as can be expecTed from such on illegiTimoTe and illegal

regime, where iT is forced To reTreoT, iT does so To new lines of defence.

This is whoT The convoluTed consTiTuTionol process proposed by The De

Klerk odminisTroTion omounTs To. To have a referendum in which The only

voice ThoT will counT is ThoT of whiTes is To perpeTuoTe The criminal sysTem of

CiporTheid. To hold on elecTion for Cl TronsiTionol porliomehT Ohd

governmenT is To deliberoTely complicoTe and delay whoT should

oTherwise be 0 simple and manageable TrohsiTion.

The democroTic movemehT demands on lnTerim GovernmehT of

NoTionol UniTy because The regime connoT supervise democroTic elecTions

and fairly underToke oTher Tosks of The TronsiTion. Therefore, The regime's

H
 



 

proposal for a referendum and elecTion before such on lnTerim

GovernmehT is in place piTifully begs The quesTion. H is To sToTe The obvious

To osserT ThoT There connoT be any democroTic elecTions in our counTry

while The oporTheid regime is sTill in power.

Behind The regime's proposals lies 0 more sinisTer scheme: on oTTempT

To legiTimise on undemocroTic consTiTuTion, poriiomenT and regime and

prolong The TronsiTion by Ten years and more. IT is 0 device To keep The

essenTiol COhTehT of The 1983 consTiTuTion in place for as long as possible. In

This period, power will remain essenTiolly in whiTe hands.

The African NoTionol Congress and oTher democroTiC forces demand 0

mulTi-porTy IhTerim GovernmehT whose composiTion should be negoTioTed

in The ConvenTion for o DemocroTic SA. lTs mondoTe will be To supervise

The TronsiTion To democracy which should be accomplished in The shorTesT

possible Time. Such a governmenT will ensure free poliTicol ocTiviTy, fairness

in The TreonehT of oil poliTicol organisoTions 0nd porTies and supervise

elecTions for o ConsTiTuenT Assembly.

IT is Therefore crucial ThoT The lnTerim GovernmehT be sovereign and

have 0 limiTed Time-spon. Such c: governmehT would have, among oThers,

The following oTTribuTes:
o sovereign COhTrol over 0T leosT oil The armed forces and police, sToTe

medic, elecTorol processes, budgeT and finance; and

. forums To Take decisions on and supervise The monogemenT of socio-

economic issues during The TronsiTion.

lmmediaTe Implementation

Once ogreemenT has been reached regarding lnTerim GovernmenTol

conTrol over securiTy forces, The elecTorol process, budgeT and finance,

sToTe media and oTher areas so idenTified, These decisions should be

immedioTely implemehTed 0nd preporoTions sTorTed for elecTions for o

ConsTiTuehT Assembly. NegoTioTions over oTher ospecTs of governmenT

should be faciliToTed as much as possible, buT They should noT delay

movemehT Towards a ConsTiTuehT Assembly.

The implemenToTion mechanisms of CODESA are meohT To ensure ThoT

legisloTion drofTed by iTs relevohT sTrucTures is noT veToed by The Tri-comerol

porliomehT or The presehT regime. This includes relevonT omendmenTs To

The currenT consTiTuTion. In any case The majoriTy of porTies in This

poriiomenT 0nd regime will be porTy To These decisions. The ANC rejecTs

oTTemst by The NoTionol PorTy regime To gronT o minoriTy wiThih broader

SouTh African socieTy veTo powers over The fuTure of The whole hoTion,

simply because They are whiTe.
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We puT forward These proposals wiTh The aim of ensuring speedy and

balanced movemenT Towards The cenTroI objecTive of negoTioTions: The

drofTing of o democraTic consTiTuTion and The seTTing up of o democroTic

governmenT.

Constituent Assembly

The issue of o ConsTiTuenT Assembly is Therefore cenTroI To our approach To

The TronsiTion. This demand derives from The universally occepTed principle

ThoT sovereignTy in any counTry resides wiTh The people. A new

consTiTuTion, based on The broad principles odopTed by CODESA, should

be drofTed by mondoTed represenToTives of The people on The basis of

one-person, one-voTe on a common voTers' roll,

NoThing less Then 0 democroTicolly-elecTed consTiTuTion-moking body

will enjoy IegiTimocy in The eyes of our people and ensure ThoT The

overwhelming mcjoriTy respecT The final producT. There connoT be any

poinT in seTTing up on inTerim GovernmenT if This principle has noT been

odopTed.
Given 0 commiTmenT on The pori of oil porTies To realise The democroTic

consTiTuTionoi principles cdopTed by CODESA, The process of TronsiTion can

be accomplished wiThin Ci reasonably shorT period. The ANC will sTrive for

The seTTing up of on InTerim GovernmenT in The firsT half of This year, and

elecTions for o ConsTiTuenT Assembly To be held by December 1992.

Therefore, SouTh Africa could for The firsT Time in HS hisTory have a

democroTiC governmenT wiThin The immedioTe fuTure. We urge all SouTh

Africans To sTrive for The occomplishmenT of This objecTive.

Inclusive Process

The process of reshaping SouTh Africa should involve all iTs people wiThouT

excepTion. This by definiTion includes millions of our people residing in The

so-colled TindependenT homelendsl'5relegoTed To poTches of orid land by
The designs of The oporTheid regime. Therefore, TronsiTionoI mechanisms

and elecTions inTo The ConsTiTuenT Assembly should be inclusive of SouTh

Africa as a whole, of which The TBVC TerriTories ore porT.

The TronsiTionol process would be incompleTe wiThouT The inpuT from

secToral formoTions. The Trade union movemenT, religious bodies, youTh

and women's organisaTions, TrodiTionol leaders, civic ossocioTions, business

5 bodies and oThers have on imporTonT role To play in shaping The fuTure

ThoT we all seek To build. While many of These bodies olign Themselves wiTh

one or oTher poIiTicol porTy, H is obsoiuTely necessary ThoT They should
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inTervehe in Their own righT especially in moTTers ThoT offecT Their secTorol
inTeresTs.

Democratic Values

BeTroyed by The BriTish governmenT and represenToTives of The whiTe

minoriTy in SouTh Africa in TOTO, The cause of democracy found 0 home in

The noTionol liberoTion movemenT. This movemenT become and conTinues

To be The cusTodion of democroTic values, principles and procTice in our

counTry. The noTionol IiberoTion movemenT is The upholder of democracy

because we recognise iTs inTrihsic value as 0 basis for good governmenT

coupled wiTh jusTice. The essenTiol premise ThoT has inspired The evoluTion

of The ANC and The resT of The democroTic movemenT is sTaTed

unequivocally in The preamble of The Freedom ChorTer: no

governmenT con jusle claim ouThoriTy, unless H is based on The will of oil

The people..."

The ANC, iTs oliies 0nd supporTers hove foughT To preserve These values

in The hosTile environmenT of censorship! banning orders, bonishmenT,

imprisonmenT 0nd hangings because of Their universoIIy-recognised

liberoTory subsTonce. These core values such as mulTi-porTy democracy,

regular eiecTions 0nd proTecTion of ciTizens' righTs ore CT The cenTre of our

poiiTiccl programme, and They form The basis of The drofT consTiTuTionol

principles, sTrucTure of governmenT and bill of righTs ThoT we have puT

forward To socieTy for discussion. We have always embraced The principle

of proTecTion of The language and cuiTurol righTs of oil communiTies, block

and whiTe, There is no basis for any individual or group in our socieTy To fear

democracy.

H is These principles which should form The basis of on enabling, olie

SouTh African consTiTuTion To which all iTs people will owe oilegionce.

ConsisTehT wiTh These principles, The ANC espouses many oTher bosic righTs

which oil ciTizens should enjoy.

Socio-economic Rights

IT is our firmly held view ThoT The well-being of (:1 noTion should noT be

someThing subjecT To The fickle whims of forTune and personal economic

circumsTonce, buT should be The responsibiiiTy of The sToTe. In The field of

heolTh, This musT TronsioTe inTo cu noTionol commiTmehT To provide an

accessible public heolTh service, focussed on prevenTion roTher Than cure.

Decisive sTeps need To be Token ogoinsT such romponT epidemics GS

Tuberculosis and AIDS. Of equal imporTonce would be on expanding
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programme To provide decenT housing To all CiTizens.
To The Thousands of SouTh Africans who doily Trudge The sTreeTs in o voin

search for employmenT, The righT To work is more Thon on obsTrocT

principle: H is 08 essenTiol as The righT To life. To The millions who sTruggie

every day To make ends meeT, The righT To 0 living woge, foir ToxoTion,
offordoble renTs and service charges and low prices ore o necessary

condiTion for democrocy.

Those who hove been The vicTims of o sysTem designed To perpeTuoTe

ignorance and illiTerocy know ThoT The righT To educoTion requires on

equiToble, non-rociol sysTem of free primary and secondary eduooTion

0nd 0 sysTem of TerTiory educoTion wiTh sTrong booking from The sToTe.

Such on educoTionol sysTem should enable all SouTh Africons To fully reolise

Their TolenTs.

The children of our counTry, ln whoTever shade of colour They happen

To be born, deserve The righT To odequoTe ond sensiTive core by sooieTy.

They musT develop in on onosphere free of homelessness, molnuTriTion,

horossmenT of any kind and violence.

To be meaningful, These and oTher meosures will hove To be booked by

0 programme of offirmoTive ocTion oimed oT empowering Those seCTors of

our socieTy disodvonToged by The sysTem of whiTe dominoTion. PorTiculor

OTTenTion in This regord would have To be paid To The posiTion of our
women compoTrioTs who hove been relegoTed by years of race rule and

mole-dominoTed sooieTy To The lowesT rung of The sociol lodder. This

principle does noT hove To woiT for The disTonT fuTure for iTs reolisoTion. IT is

on obsoluTe necessiTy now, in The TronsiTion and in o democroTio socieTy -

boTh wiThin our orgonisoTions and in socieTy as 0 whole.

These ore righTs which our people will hove To sTruggle for Today ond

even oTTer o democroTic governmenT is in office. Their oTToinmenT con only

upliTT The quoliTy of life for The counTry 05 0 whole. Their reollsoTion will rely

on 0 growing economy in which The weolTh of The noTion serves The needs

of The people as 0 whole and noT o privileged minoriTy.

Mass lnvolvemenT

1 The changes ThoT hove been wroughT Thus for ore o resulT primarily of The

ocTions of The people. Their oonTinued ocTive involvemenT is noT merely

T poliTioolly expedienT, buT will impocT upon The conTenT oncl legiTimooy of

i- The TronsiTion.

' Openness in The negoTioTions process is on imporTonT prerequisiTe To The

C involvemenT of The people. An informed public is beTTer oble To make on
f informed choice ond iTself Toke porT in The deboTes obouT socieTy's fuTure.
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The ANC views freedom of The medic: ond iTs righT To unlimiTed access To
informoTion obouT negoTioTions as crucial To 0 demooroTic culTure. As 0

conTribuTion To The shaping of fuTure medic policy and To The approach

ThoT should guide The TronsiTion, we have issued 0 drofT medic: chorier for

discussion and omendmenT by The public. The role ThoT sToTe-owned

medio plays in The TronsiTion should also receive urgehT oTTenTion os porT of

The process Towards o democroTio informoTion policy.

We believe ThoT oil The parties engaged in negoTioTions oughT To ensure

occuroTe briefings To Their consTiTuencies. On iTs porT, The ANC will sTrive oT

oil Times To ensure ThoT our members and The public as 0 whole are

informed obouT 0nd conTribuTe To This cruciol hoTionol deboTe.

The fundamenTol decisions obouT lhTerim GovernmehT, ConsTiTuenT

Assembly, Time frames and unqualified implemenToTion of CODESA

decisions will noT depend solely on The sTrehgTh of our orgumenTs 0nd

eloquence of our presenToTions. All-round pressure, in porTiculor sysTemoTic
moss ocTion, will be decisive.

Alreody, some quorTers hove obsTinoTely rejecTed The principles ThoT

CODESA sTonds for. WiThouT moss ocTion, TyronTs of oil hues will Try To sTop

The ineviToble and deny people Their righT To self-deTermihoTion. This should
be challenged.

Urgent Demands

We mark The 80Th anniversary of The ANC - Two years ofTer The unbonnihg

of The movemenT - wiTh some of The codres who conTribuTed immensely To

The currehT changes sTill languishing in oporTheid joils. The voice of oil

peoce-loving SouTh Africans musT be heard demanding The freedom of

MTheTheleli Mncube, Mzondeleli Nondulo ond oThers on DeoTh Row.

RoberT McBride ond oTher poliTicol prisoners musT be released.

In The conTexT of on end To The Cold War H is 0 silly onoohronism for The

SouTh Africon governmehT To insisT on The conTihued imprisonmenT of

Commodore DieTer GerhordT. He should be released from prison wiThouT
furTher deloy.

Talk of free poliTicol ocTiviTy will remain empTy if There are sTill poliTicol

prisoners in oporTheid jails; while repressive IegisloTion is sTill in force: when

violence conTinues ond sToTe-owned medic: remain under The conTrol of

one porTy during negoTioTions.

DespiTe The formal repeal of some oporTheid legisloTion, This sysTem is sTill

in place. The squalor in block oreos, unequal pensions To our senior

ciTizehs, undemocroTic locol governmenT ond oTher ills of oporTheid are

some of The grim reminders ThoT oporTheid is olive and well. While formolly
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The oporiheid lend ocTs have been repealed, millions of Africans remain

landless, vicTims of years of dispossession and forced removals.

Only consisTenT sTruggIe can change This sToTe of affairs.

We call on workers To furTher sTrehgTheh The democroTic Trade union

movemenT 0nd fociiiToTe The process Towards a uniTed Trade union

federaTion. Their demands for The righTs of form-workers, 0 living wage, foir

employmenT procTices 0nd comprehensive Training programmes form an

imporTohT porT of The sTruggle for o democroTic economy in 0 democroTiC

socieTy.

The people in The rural areas face The challenge of realising Their

demand for land and odequoTe services in ocTion. TrodiTionol leaders

have on imporTonT role To play in These sTruggles as porT of The people.

H is also necessary for sTrucTures involved on The educoTiOh from To exerT

pressure for The oboliTion of all rocisT measures. Needless To say, however,

The overriding oim should be To creoTe beTTer condiTions in which inTensive

learning can Toke place, roTher Then To disrupT The educoTiOhol process.

We join democroTic sTudenTs' and Teachers' orgonisoTions 0nd porenTs in

coiling for a massive reTurn To schooi. if The aim of The rocisTs is To keep us

ignoronT 0nd under-quolified, as The disosTrous moTric resuITs have shown,

we should challenge This by improving our performance even wiThin This

IimiTed environmehT. AT The some Time, we musT broaden The space for The

inTroducTion of democroTic, non-rociol and equal educoTion for all.

1991 saw greoTer seIf-osserTiveness on The porT of SouTh African women.
WiThin The ANC and in broader socieTy The voice of women is loud and

Clear. BuT Their ospiroTions will be realised only CT The insTonce of sTronger

organisoTionl deliberoTe educoTion of socieTy as 0 whole and greoTer uniTy

in ocTion Ground gender issues.

We soiuTe The ANC YouTh League for iTs successful relaunch more Then
30 years ofTer iTs banning by The regime. The miiiToncy ThoT The Young Lions

so heroically demonsTroTed in The years of repression is required Today OS

we enTer This decisive phase of sTruggie. They are expecTed, more Then

ever before, To mosTer new forms of sTruggie - wiTh The ogiIiTy ThoT has

earned Them 0 special place in our hisTory - and ensure ThoT democracy is

oTToined in The shorTesT possible Time. As porT of This endeavour, H is

necessary To uniTe various youTh formoTions around issues ThoT offecT The

youTh mosT, including educoTiOh, recreoTion, crime and drug abuse.

The challenge To confronT The ills of oporTheid, secure peace among

The people and speed up The reoiisoTion of o democroTic and prosperous

socieTy offecTs These and oil oTher secTors of our people - religious,

business, professional and oTherwise.
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National Question

IT is o chollenge which faces oil communiTies in whoTever coTegory

oporTheid soughT To place us. IT is o challenge ThoT The coloured and

Indian communiTies so 0ny meT in The fighT ogoinsT The Tri-comerol

consTiTuTion, Iocol monogemenT sTrucTures, guTTer educoTion and so on.

Today, as we move Towords The occomplishmenT of The dreoms of oil

oppressed SouTh Africons, iT is crucial ThoT we redouble our eTTorTs ogoinsT

oll monifesToTions of oporTheid. The ploce of oil who cherish peace and

democroTic righTs is in The fronT ranks of sTruggle: in The ANC and oTher

democroTic moss formoTions.
On This our 80Th anniversary, The ANC once again exTends 0 hand of

friendship To Those of our whiTe compoTrioTs who hove been mode To

doubT Their ploce and role in The democroTic process now unfolding. IT is

Time for Them To reolise ThoT Their inTeresTs can only be served by The

oTToinmenT of IosTing peoce ond sTobiliTy. We oddress our coll porTiculorly

To Those secTors of The Afrikoner communiTy such 05 formers and workers

who hisToricolly hove been misled only To be dumped by seIf-seeking

poliTicions for c: couse ThoT hos no fuTure: The Time To Toke o decisive sTep

lnTo The fold of The brooder SouTh Africon socieTy and insure Their fuTure in

democrocy is now.

The ochievemenTs of various sporTs codes in forging uniTy ond

inTroducing deveiopmenT programmes hos deservedly opened The door

To occepTonce in inTernoTionol sporT. This is o vicTory noT only of The onTi-

oporTheid sTruggle, buT for oil SouTh Africons. We join oil oTher SouTh

Africans in wishing The noTionol Teoms oT The coming world evenTs The

besT, and demand ThoT public resources should be made available

wiThouT discriminoTion for The programmes ThoT non-rociol sporT-bodies ore

underioking. Through such programmes, The sporTing froTerniTy can ensure

ThoT, wiThin o shorT space of Time, Teoms represenTing SouTh Africa will be

Truly noTionol - reflecTing The besT sporTing TolenT of socieTy as 0 whole.

Along wiTh These developmenTs, The issue of o noTionol flog, onThem

and symbols hos noTurolly oroused possionoTe public deboTe. AT The

cenTre of This deboTe is The search by oil SouTh Africa for on oporTheid-free

idenTiTy, 0 process which Those who profess o rejecTion of This sysTem

should supporT. NoTurolly, H is on issue which should be hondled wiTh The

greoTesT sensiTiviTy ond on The basis of The widesT possible consulToTion. BUT,

like The brooder TronsiTionol process, H is on issue ThoT con no longer be

avoided. The iniTioTive Token by NOCSA in This regord needs To be

commended.

 



 

National LiberaTion Contest

The mosT eloquenT expression of moss involvemenT in The TronsiTion will be

The exercise of people's sovereignTy in elecTions for o ConsTiTuenT

Assembly. ConTrory To whoT represenToTives of The regime wonT us To

believe, This will be 0 conTesT noT simply among individual poliTicol

orgonisoTions for poliTicol office. In The final onolysis, The issues such on

eleCTion will address will make iT a decisive conTesT beTween oporTheid

and democracy, beTween whiTe dominoTion 0nd ncTionol liberoTion.

VicTory for The liberoTion movemenT in such elecTions connoT be Taken

for gronTed. lT depends on whoT we do To Transform supporT 0nd sympoThy

for The democroTic cause inTo orgonisoTionol sTrengTh 0nd 0 voTe for

democracy.

In gearing ourselves for This decisive conTesT, we need To furTher
Transform The ANC inTo o well-oiled machine in consTonT Touch wiTh The

mass of The people. An ANC branch which educoTes iTs members in The

policies of The movemenT 0nd recruiTs in large numbers is fulfilling only porl

of The overall purpose. The quoliTy of our sTrucTures should olso be felT in

Their concern for 0nd involvemenT in The doy-To-doy problems of our

people. IT should be seen in Their leadership of The people in sTruggle.

The alliance of The ANC wiTh The SACP 0nd COSATU musT be 0 living

reoliTy on The ground. Our links wiTh moss democroTic sTrucTures should find

expression in joinT ocTions around agreed programmes. The vibrancy of

The broad poTrioTic fronT should come noT only Through pronouncemenTs in

The media, buT in doyeTo-doy sTruggle. ANC members should be seen To

promoTe peace and poliTicol Tolerance in The communiTies.

Security Forces

As we enTer The TronsiTion, The issue of effecTive securiTy for This process

Clnd The fuTure democroTic order sTonds ouT in even bolder reliefi On This

quesTion hinges The very survival of The whole negoTioTions process. The
African NOTionol Congress coils for effecTive conTrol of oil securiTy forces by

on lnTerim GovernmenT of NoTionol UniTy precisely because we wonT The

negoTioTions To succeed.

UlTimoTely, The forces which will secure democracy will Themselves have

To be represenToTive of oil SouTh Africans from The lowesT To The highesT

rank. The new defence and police forces of 0 democroTic SouTh Africa

should be professional bodies paying unquesTioned allegiance To The

consTiTuTion ThoT elecTed represenToTives of The people will have drawn up.

They will emerge in earnesT under The new democroTic government and
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They will include The conTingenTs found in UmkhonTo we Sizwe, APLA,

AZANLA, The SADF, The SAP, bonTusTon armies and police uniTs 0nd oTher

forces in exisTehce Today.

This process should noTuroliy begin under on inTerim Government and

should include The placing of all personnel and ormamenTs under The

conTroi of compeTenT sTrucTures of This governmehT.

The ANC once more colis on our compoTrioTs in The SADF 0nd SouTh

African Police To make 0 break wiTh The posT of confronToTion 0nd conflicT.

Our counTry hos ehTered 0 period of reconciiioTiOh and H requires The

conTribuTion of oil of Them To reach The goal of IosTihg peace and

prosperiTy. They have on imporTonT role To play in defending and

promoTing The peace process. We coll on Them To: Expose The murderers!

Defend The people! Join The march To democracy! They have noThing To

fear in The fuTure as long 05 They play Their role Today To realise This

democroTic fuTure.

Year of Democratic Elections

We enTer The ninTh decade of The ANC full of confidence Thai The ideals

which inspired iTs formoTion ore obouT To be realised. On This day, The

words of one of The founders of The ANC, ThoT illusTrious leader of The SouTh

African people, Pixkley k0 lzoko Seme, ring Truer Thcm ever before.

Ehioihihg people To sTruggle, in 1906, Seme soid: TThe brighTer day is rising

upon Africa..."

IT is heiTher The goodwill of The oporTheid governmehT nor The

mognonimiiy of its leadership - buT The people in CicTive sTruggIe - who will

indeed usher in This brighTer day To our land. in recogniTion of The urgency

and cenTroliTy of The people's demand for The voTe, The NoTionol

ExecuTive CommiTTee of The African NoTionol Congress declares 1992 The

Year of DemocroTic EIecTions for o ConsTiTuenT Assembly.

We call on all our people and onTi-oporiheid forces The world over To

OCT TogeTher To make This demand 0 reoliTy.

The Time is now!

Peace, Freedom and The Vote!

Amandla! Matla!
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constant political
mollon. out demands al
the negollallom table
will sound hollow.
Without mass action. the
process we have
entered lnlo wlll be
telegaled to an
exchange among
leaders. It will lack the
decisive lnpul ol the
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Peace, freedom
and the vote!
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