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Dear Sir 

POPULATION GROWTH 

Or Nthato Motlana recantly made the following statement: 
“Curbing South Africa's runaway population growth is an urgent matter which 
can no tonger be delayed. Along with the social injust/ces of the past, our high 
Population growth is one of the major obstacles towards nation buliding in the 
new South Africa." 

Prof. Peter de Lange, chairman of the Population Board, also an record saying: 
“twill be the biggest irony in South Atrica's history if we succeed in finding @ 
Constitutional settlement but fail to improve the quality of life of our citizens 
because of a faliure to curb our runaway population growth * 

Over the past 10 years South Africa's economic growth rate averaged about 1% as apposed 
to @ population growth rate of roughly 2,5%. This Is among athors a major factor causing 
increasing poverty, mainutrition, unemployment, crime and violence and growing backiags In 
housing, schooling and medical services as well as a deterioration of the environment. It also 
'eads to @ constant drop in per capita living standards 

Any future political or economic dispensation is doomed to full unless a drastic programme is 
Gevised to halt the runaway population growth in South Africa. itis no use walting for a new 
Orvermmeant to maka a tan, because the country’s rapid population growth is already at o 
Critical stage and further delay could only rake future attempts to resolve this highiy sensitive 
issue more difficult. 

The urgently needed demographic transition Le. the towering of the average number of 
chikdren per woman from the current 5 to only 2, the replacement rate, cannot be created bya 
focus on socio-economic upliftment alone. This will be far to slow and South Africa simply 
does not have the means to turn around the vicious circle of unemployment, escailating 
poverty and high birth rates, 

South Africa currently faces the following demographic realities: 

more than 40% of black people are younger than 15 and more than 60% are younger 
than 20; 

- More than 60% of blacks have less than 6 years’ schooling and are functionally liliterate; 

more than 50% of blacks are impoverished and living below the breadiine:   approximately half he blacks jive in rural areas, mainly in traditional clreumatancas 

 



  

Extended Page 

nen el SERA ES 
a ney expanded ‘sexualty education aspecially at school level; 

Pprovieion of a hign quailty cantranantion and counselling service available to everybody 
in the country: 

@ Quality voluntary sterilisation service expanded to ail hospita!s country wide; 

legalised abortion as 4 back-up last resort where other measures falled {the right to a 
free choice of the individual should be respected.) 

+ the potential of monetary incentives should alan ha invaxtigated. 

it has been very clear from the for a book POPULATION GROWTH: OUR TIME BOMB | 
recently authored In collaboration with Or Mandia Tshabalala and Ms Zanele Mfono, that the 
population growth has so far been a very sensitive and poltticised issue in South Africa. This 
is probably the main reason why it was neglected so much and why political leaders have 
been hesitant to take @ public stand on the issue. According to dr Mandia Tehabalala the 
legacy of apartheid and the top down approach which have been followed aggravated the 
credibility of the current programme. 

tt Is very clear though that any future government is going to have to deal with the 
consequences of South Africa's over-papulation problem. To try and solve it at this late 
stage, drastic measures are needed and the longer we wait the more drastic and 
unacceptable they will become. 

It would therefore serve the purpose best if a well-balanced, well-represented commission of 
enquiry or task group comprising of an equal number of men and women from various 
different political, economic and social backgrounds can be appointed. Such a commission 
can then investigate the problem and presen: a report with a population programme which 
will have the necessary credibilty and contain measures that will guarantee success. As the 
matter Is urgent, and because it wil take time for such a commission to investigate the 
problem properly and to present thelr recommendations, « should commence activities as 
s00n as possibie. 

| will be in the Transvaal from 3 to $3 Marcel: ard will gladly provide any further Information 
which may be needed. 

‘Yours fakhtully 

JH JORDAAN 

P.S. | attach a section fram my book dealing with the population situation in Jamaica as 
described by Lord Caradon who was governor there. We nave a got a lot to learn 
from this experience. 
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