JH JORDEAN & CC FR» @2231-76364

J HJordaan M Sc(Agric) GILPA/FILPA

Konsulterende ekonoom
Sikrywer van Finarnsiéle Publikasies

Consulting economist
Author of Financial Publications

U varw./Your rei.
Ong varw./Our rof,
2 March 1962
PAX TO: MR MURPHY MOROBE,
ADMINISTRATOR, CODESA,
FAX NR (011) 397 2211

FROM :J H JORDAAN, FAX NR. (02231) 76064
Dear Sir
POPULATION QROWTH

Or Nthato Matlana recantly made the following statement.

[Zs]

PRGE @1

Kolbestraat 12 Kolbe Street
Srandwacht

Posbus/P.0. Box 7076
STELLENBOSCH 7610
Tel: (02231) 73024/781589
Fax: (02231) 76084

*Curbing South Africa’s runaway population growth Is an urgem matter which
can no longer be delayed. Alcng with the social infustices of the past, our high
popuiation growth is one of the major obstacles towards nation building in the

new South Africa.*

Prol. Peter de Lange, chairman of the Population Board, also an record saying:
“it will be the biggest irony in South Alrica's history if we succeed in finding &
constitutionai settiement but fail to improve the quality of e of our citizens

because of a fallure to curb our runaway population growth *

Over the past 10 years South Africa's economic growth rate averaged about 1% as opposed
G @ population geowth rate of roughly 2,5%. This is among othore a major factor causing
increasing poverty, mainutrition, unemployment, crime and violence and growing backiogs in
housing, schaoling and medical services as well as a detericration of the environment. It also
leads to a constant drop In per capita living standards.

Any future poiitical or economic dispensation is doomed to fuil uriess a drastic programme is
devised 1o halt the runaway population growth In South Africa. it is no use waling for a new

grivammant 1o maka a atan, becsuse the country's rapkd population growth is already at
critical stage and further delay could only miahe future attempts to resolve this highiy sensitive
issua more difficult.

The urgently needied aemaographic transhion L. the fowering of the average number of
children per woman from the current 5 10 only 2, the replacement rate, cannot be created bya
focus on soclo-economic upliftment alone. This will be far to slow and South Africa simply
does not have the means to turn around the vicious circie of unampioyment, escallating
povarty and high birth rates,

South Africa currently faces the following demographic realities:

more than 40% of black pecple are younger than 15 and more than 50% are younger
than 20;

* more than 60% of blacks have less than 6 years’ schoaling and are functionally liiterate;
more than 50% of blacks are impoverished and living below the breadiine:

approximately huif Uw biacks iive In rural areas, mainly in traditional sircumstancas
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provision of a high quailty cantracantion and counselling service avallable to everybody
in the country:

a quality voluntary sterilisation service expanded to ail hospitals country wide;

legalised abortion as a back-up last resort #here other measures falled {the right to a
free choice of the individual should be respected.)

- the potential of monelary incentives should alrn ha investigated.

it has boen very clear from the for a book POPULATION GROWTH: QUR TIME BOMB |
recently authored In coltaboration with Dr Mandla Tshabalala and Ms Zanele Miong, that the
population growth has $o far been a very sensitive and poltticisad issue in South Afca. This
ia probebly the main reason why it was neglected 8o much and why political lsaders have
been hesitant to take a public stand on the issue. According to dr Mandia Tshabalala the
legacy of apartheld and the top down approach which have been followed aggravated the
cred!blity of the current programme.

it Is very clear though that any future government I8 going to have to deal with the
ronsacuiances of South Africa’s over-population problem. To try and solve It at this late
stage, drastic measures are needed and the ionger we walt the more drastic and

unacceptable they will become.

It would therefore serve the purpose best if a well-balanced, well-represanted commission of
enquiry or task group comprising of an squal number of men and women from various
diferent political, economic and social backgrounds can be appointed. Such a commission
can then investigate the problem and present a repon with a population programme which
will have the necessary credibiity and contain measures that will guarantee success. As the
matter Is urgent, and because it wil take time for such & commission to Investigate the
problem propery and to present thelr recommenations, & should commence activities as
soon as possible.

| will be in the Transvaal! from 3 to 13 March and Will gladty provide any farner Informetlon
which may be needed.

Yours fakhiully
W’M——
J H JORDAAN
P.S. | attach a section from my book daaling whh the population situation in Jamaica as

described by Lord Caradon who was governor there. We have a got a lot to leam
from this experienca.
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CONCLUSION

When one looks at the current statistics on population growth in
South Africa and considers what lies ahead fo: us in the inumediate
future, it becomes very elear that far too Bitle is being done to combat
the problem.

Dr N.J. van Rensburg states that one of the greatest problems faced
by most family planning programmes throughout the world is that
governanents hesitate to intervene in good tine in what is in fact the
greatest threat 10 their people — the poputaticn explosion. Becanse
there is little political benefit in it for them, moet governments gener-
ally only begin to take action when it is almost t00 late.

This quetation from Lon! Caradon’s address in Tokyo in 1970 is

“First | take the issue of political responsibility. My experience
28 a politician is that you have to speak loudly to political leaders
# you are to attract their attention. '
* Ay politician who clarmes $0 give leasiership but who does not
wp to e popuiation probice, whe does wot iske wp & stroreg and
position on it end who does mot siate an effecti e policy for its solution,
is an impostor.
*1 ask myself why we in Jamaica, where I was governog, were
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unpopular subject. We took the line of least resistance. To invest
thinking we were going ahead — but we were, in fact, running

awsy from the seal psoblem.
*The monster was not only upon os; it caught up. Ne
sooner had we built a new than it was 100 smak It was

not mainly a matter of how marry children could be crowded in.
but how many had 10 be shut out. No soonex had we built a new
Jand settiement. New industres paying higher wages showed
thMhMﬁw-ﬂhMm

*Then the dresdful drift to the shums of our cities began where
thousands of men, women ard children ived in conditions of
urban squalor, gained momentum.

“We see something like this going on in almost every deve)-
oping in the world.

“It fimally dawwed on ws that ij dealing with the probiem of popuis
tion wes keft 100 Jate, then el our economsic and politsl adtieorments
2would be swept swey like sand cesties before the adoencing tide.”

Can South African political leaders also learn a st lesson from this
experience?



