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UMKHQNTO WE SIZWHE
MIhITARY CODE

PREAMBLE : _

Recognising that our army, UMKhONTO We SIZWE, must define its
oims and objects in clear and precise terms, and that the rights
and duties of each member should be likewise definedﬁwithbut- !
>dmbiguity, the Revolutionary Council, acting on behalf of the
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICA had odopted and hereby
decrees this code for the guidance of members in cell positions,

1o UMKHONTO WE SIZWE -~ A PEOPLE'S ARMY

The ANC and its allies created UMKHDNTO as o new and 1ndlspensable
wegpon in the struggle for people's power.

Unlike the armed forces of the racist regime of South Africa,
which we have vowed to crush and annihilate, and unlike 2ll other
armies of imperialism, Umkhonto we Sizwe is a PEOPLE'S ARMY
orgonised ond dedicated to woging a PEOPLE'S WAR for the libera-
tion of our country.

'UMKHONTO is an army of wvolunteers, It consists of voluntecrs
drawn from the revolutionary sections of our people. ‘By joining
HMKHONTO,'combatants commit themselves to the solemn and noble
duty of serving our suffering and dispos%?ﬁ people in the struggle
that will continue for each and aoll of us until victory or death,

In the words of our founding manifesto; published on the historic
day of 16th December 1961:

Umkhonto We Sizwe will be at the frontline of the people's
defencee It will be the figbhting arm of the people against
the racist goverment and its policies of racial oppression,
It will be the striking force of the people for liberty,

fof rights and for their final liberation.

The.founding Monifesto of UMKHONTO is our definitive declaration
of intent,,and on egsential guide to the reasons for the crea-
tion and the aims of this, the People's Army, We append the
Manifesto to this CODE, to be studied and understood by every
UMKHONTO COMBATANT, , It was no co-incidence that MK's first ope-
retions were launched on December 16th, Dingane's Day. Umkhonto
will carry on the'warrior traditions of our people under the
conditions of ﬁoderh guerilla warfare, PRSP
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Those who join Umkhonto the People's Army, perform & sacred duty
to our people, our notion end the South Africen Revol%z?on. When
we had liberaged our‘country, UMKHONTO Wil} constituteAbasis of
the defence forces of our country ond the Revolution, and will
sérve as @n instrument of social progresse.

An Umkhonﬁo Qombatant has the oppdrtunity to serve in the foreffont
of the 1ibera£ion struggle, to meet the enemy and engage him

with modern weapons, to become & steeled revolutionary who at all
times is determined to serve and protect the people and his fe-

1low comrades—in-armse

“We look back with great pride to the period of‘militant non-vio-~
lent struggle waged by the African National CongressSe During
this period our people learnt through their own experience that
 they could not satisfy their:aspirations except by means of
armed strugélé arising out of mass political activity and cul--

minating in a revolutionary selzmure of power.,

When the time wag ripe for violent forms of struggle, our people
understood and supported the decision to take up arms. They clearly
understood, as long ago as December 1961, that our Movement had
exhausféd ail peaceful avenues, and that the oppressor had imposed
on us o war situation. The alternative' to armed struggle was
submission. As the UMKHONTO MANIFESTO declared:

"Phe people's patience is not endlesse. ‘The time

comes in the life of any nation when there remains
only two choices - submit or fight. That time has
now come in South Affica. We shall not submit and

we hove no choice but to hit back by all means within
our power in defence of our people, our future and

our frecdom',

2e ?OLITICAL AND MILITARY STRUGGLE:

Umkhonto We Sizwe is Ehe fighting arm of the ANC and its allies.
OQur cmmed strugglg igAcontinuation of our politicel struggle by
means that include_armed force., The political leadership has -
. primacy over the military. Our militory line derives from our

political line. Bvery commcnder, commissar, instructor and
&

O ‘
combatant must therefore be clearly acqg}nted with the policy
to oll combat task ond missions. ’ sisel3
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All of us must know clearly who the enemy is, and for what are
we fighting. Thus MK cadres are not only military units;-they !
are alsad political leaders ond orgamnisers of our peopls, That
is the maaor dlstlnctlon between our people's revolutionary

army.and the army and wholly militarised authoritarian armed

forces of recists, imperialists and reactionary regimes,

Umkhonto cadres, with arms in hand, are political activists and
leaders, as well as warriors, This combination of political and
military functions is characteristic of all popular, revolutio-
nary armies especially in the phase of gmerilla warfare.

3. PEOPLE'S WAR:

Umkhonto is a people's army fighting a people's war., We fight
to liberate our oppressed and exploited people. We fight for
their interests, Umkhonto has no mercenaries, no paid soldiere,
or conscripted troops. It consists of the sons and daughters'
of the most oppressed, the most exploited sections of our peo=-
ple. For these reasons we cloim with pride and tHruths:-

Umkhnto is the SPEAR OF THE NATION,

We;flght a P@ople's War, not by armed struggle alone, but first
and above all by political education, leadership and mobilisa=-
tion. It is o People's War becouse the struggle win the active
support and parthlputlon of all who re81st oppres31on, dlS-
crimination, poverty and 1n3ustloe.

The people support their army by providing it with recruits -
their sons and daughters - food,  shelter and information about
the enemy. The people open the way for our guerillas and make
the enemy s path hard, Everyone can become a froedom flghter.
The struggle hos ‘'mony fronts and is not conflned to trained sol-
diers alene, GE RN 3

The ANC mobilisegd the people in support of the revolution througm
skillful combination of dll forms of struggle: violent and non-
violent, legal and illegel, strikes and demonstratiofs, boycotts
and non colloboration, propaganda,_education and sabotage.
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5 UMKHONTO insists on a high standard of selfless devotion to the

P

revolution on the part of all its members, They are required

ot all times. to:

a) to behave correctly to the people ; -

b) respect their persons and property

¢) refrain from molesting or interfering with their
legitimate activities

d)'aSSiSt them to solve their problems and where possible
give material aid in their labour and

‘e) demonstrate high moral quolities in word and deed

a

REVOLUTIONARY DISCIPLINE AND CONSCIOUSNESS

To dgfeat the enemy in combat, our soldiers must be disciplineé,
trained to obey commands promptly, and ready to spring into .
battle immediately when ordcred. ; '

¥

Vigilonce, alertness and reodiness to engoge the enemy at a
moment's notice are qualities that con develop only out of
discipline, proper training and political consciopsness.

Bourgeois and reactionary aormies, like the armed forces of the
racists, instil a mechanjcal and robot-like obedience in their
unitse The People's Army has a different conception of disci-
pline and loyalty.

Umkhonto soldiers are volunteers, willing and trained to carry
out orders in the knowledge that instant obedience is the
only way to safeguard life, both of the individual and his

comrades-in~orms, and to protect the people whom he servess

UMKHONTO soldiers pledge themselves to safeguard the revolu-
tion at all times and regardless of personal hardships suffer-
ing and danger, A spldier who breocks discipline, disobeys. .t
eommands, or by improper conduct betrays the high momal st
standards of our army, will be punikshed,

 Such punishment is necessary to maintain the qualities expec-

ted of a people's ormy. Every attempt is made to correct bad

behaviour and rehobilitate members who violate the army's

code. But punishgment is severe in cases of serious crimes,
treachery, aond criminal neglect endangering the gsafety of
others and the sesturity of the army.
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Our procey@?es and rules are well defined, precise and‘to the
pointe Military orders are issued with a deflnlte purpose and
must be obeyed, :

It is the duty and responsibility of every soldier to know and
understand the army's code of conduct, to recognise his military
commanders; to be clear about his own duties; and to carry out
orders immediately and without questlom.

Orders must be obeyed cheerfully, promptly and exactly. A sol=-
dier who does not understand an order has s right to have it
explained, Hé must kiow when to raise problems, to whom he
must report, and how to obtain clarification, He must not, in
eny circumstances, refuse to obey a command or argue over the
execution of en order, :

Outrlght disobedience and fallure to obey an order promptly may
have serious consequences. & soldier who thinks that he has been
given 4 wrong order must obey it first and if need he complain
aftérwards to his commander.

Our commanding'officers; commigsars, instructors, and others who
are entrusted with responsibility to lead must be above reproach.
They are to be a shining example of modesty,SOund moral behaviour,
correct attitudes towards all members, regpectful and helpful to
every member of the army, regardless of his position.

Commanders and Political Commissors ‘occupy o centrsl role in
Umkhonto, Without them disorder con result. ‘They are the prin-
cipal target of the enemy and must be given maximum protection,

Umkhonto is engaged in guerille warfare against a powerful and
remorseless enemy which resorts to torture, bonditry and terro-

rism, e

During the stage of guerilla warfare, great initiat%Zﬁpﬁfd re—
sourcefulness ore required &f every combatant; undernconditiéns,
formalities such as the courtesy of saluting commonders are re-— _
duced to a minimum, while discipline ond vigilance ore maintainecd
at the highest levels,

Qo.‘l’./’?




o T

In our external troining bases, however, we have conditions and
facilities similar to those of & regular army. Here we insist
on full military procedures, including the practice of salutipg
commonding personnel; higher ranks; parades; roll-calls; and
fall ins. These are necessary for orderly camp life and disci-
pkine, Such procedures are essential to the promotion of di-
scipline and co-operation among guerillas in combat zones,

The inner forms of disci’pline, arising frcm political maturity
and consciousness of our struggle, are far moré important and
endurkng than a discipline enforced from above, But a proud bea-
ring, alertness and quick response to commonds, & smort uniform,
and respect of leadership, commanders and commissars are the hall-
marks of a good soldier who is proud of his platoon, detachment
and army. :

With the triumph of our revolution, Umkhonto will be the official
army of our country, the true shield of our naotion, defending the
people against externcl aggression and internal coﬁnter-revolution.
To prepore ourselves for thse no¥le tasks, we must live uﬁ to the
army's code of conduct in all respects and &t oll times during
the present phase of our struggle.

1¢ GENERAL REGULATIONS:

.ALL ARMY UNITS SHALL PRESERVE AND SAFEGUARD POLITICAL AND MILITARY
AND ORGANISATIONAL INFORMATION RELATING TO T IE ARMY'S SECURITY
AND WELL-BEING. '

The willful or negligent disclosure of classifie& information to
unouthorised persons, and the unauthorised acquisition and/or re-
tention of secrets and classified documents shall be an offence.

2, ALL COMBATANTS MUST DEFEND THE ANC AND BE IOYAL TO IT, THE
ARMY AND THE REVOLUTION.

The following acts or ommissions shell be an offence:

a) Disloyalty or deceptlon degigned or 11ke1y to glve assig=-
tance to the enemy.

b) Rebellion or revol?t agalnst the army command or part of if
or attempt to commit such act of rebellion or revolt.

c) Conduot which caousecs deSpondency, spreads o spirit of de-~

featlsm, or undermines morale in any member or section
of the armye. cessnssf/8
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d) Cowardly conduct in the face of the enemy.

e) Willful disobedience or refusal of orders properly given
by o commander,

f) Desertion from the army.

3¢ ALL COMBATANTS SHALL ACT IN SUCH AMANNER THAT THE B OPLE WILL
PUT THEIR TRUST IN THE ARMY, RECOGNISE IT AS THEIR PROTECTOR,
AND ACCEPT THE LIBERATION MOBEMENT AS THEIR LEGITIMATE AND
NUTHENTIC REPRESENTATIVE.,

The following acts or ommissions shall be an offense:

a) Conduct that weakens the peoples trust, confidence and
faith in the ANC and UNMKHONTO.

b} Theft from a comrade or the people, looting of property,
or other forcible seizure of goods.

c) Abuse of authority and/or power

d) Cruelty inflicted on a member of the army or public,

e) Assaults, rope, disorderly conduct, the use of insulting
and/or obscene language, bullying and intimidation, whether
against a comrade or member of the public,

f) Shameful conduct likély to disgrace the ANC, army or the
offender, or bring them into disrepute, or provoke indig-

notion and contempt agoinst them, such ,gq.violating the
rights and dignity of the opposite sex, whether, in opera-

tional or base areas.
g) Unjustified homicide,
h) Ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons in custody,.

ALL COMBATANTS SHALL PROTECT THE LEADERSHIP AND PROPERTY OF
THE ANC AND UMKHONTO.

The following acts or ommissions shall be an offence:

a) Pailure to protect comrmmders and commissars agoinst assaults
or attack,

b) Wilful or negligent destruction, negléct or misuse of the
property and/or funds of the ANC and army.

c) Failure to submit and hand over to the commaonding authority
property seized or acquired during military operations,.

d) Negligence in handling, using or storing ond loss of weo-
pons,

secessl/9
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5« ALL COMBATANTS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE THE PERMISSION OF A COMPE-

TENT AUTHORITY TO TRAVEL, MOVE FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER, OR
LEAVE A CAMP, BASE OR RESIDENCE TO WHICH THEY ARE ASSIGNED,

The following acts or ommissions shall be an offence:

'a) Absence without permission

b) Escaping'or attempting to escape from the custody of o
competent authority. ' '

6., ALL COMBATANTS AND MEMBERS OF THE ANC AND UMKHONTO SHALL OB=-
SERVE HIGH MORAL STANDARDS AND SHOW AN ADEQUATE SENSE’OF RES=
PONSIBILITY. ' g

The following acts or ommissions shall be an offence‘i

a) Smoking deaggo or using other harmful drugs or being in
unathorised possession of the same,

b) Neglect of duty;

¢) Drunkenness on duty and/ or in publlc i

Te ALL MEMBERS OF THE ANC AND COMBATANTS ARE REQUIRED TO PROMOTE
AND PRESERVE THE UNITY OF THE ANC, THE ARMY, THE LIBERATION
MOVEMENT AND THE PEOPLE.

Any act or speech that provokes tribal or regional animosities
or spreads disunity by means of factionalism and/or racism shall
be an offence.

PUNISHMENT

ALL MEMBERS OF THE ANC AND UMKHONTO SHALL TACTFULLY OBSERVE THE
GENERAL REGULATIONS AND SHALL BE LIABLE TO THE PENALTIES PRES-
CRIBED FOR OFFENCES UNDER THE REGULATIONS,

THE PURPOSE OF PUNISHMENT IS TO DETER MEMBERS FROM COMMITING AN
OFFENCE, ASSIST OFFENDERS TO REHABILITATE AND PROTECT THE ANC,
UMKHONTO, LIBERATION AND THE REVOLUTION.

IN IMPOSING PUNISHHENT, THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES SHALL BE GUI-
DED BY HIGH POLITICAL PRINCIPLES TO THE EXCLUSION OF PERSONAL
ANIMOSITY OR ANY TRACE OF VENDETTA.

PUNISHMENTS SHALL BE ADMINISTERED HUMANELY AND WITHOUT UNDUE
HARSLNESS OR CRUELTY,
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“Phe following punishsents may be ordered for offences. under the -

regulations according to the gravity .of the offence and the:

circumstances in which it was commited:

Te
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Reprimend or rebuke administered in private or public.
Suspension from duty for a specified period,

Fatigues and drills.

Restriction with hard labour for a specified period
determined by tribunal

Demotion from a position of responsibility

Regstriction in a rehabilitdation camp.

Dishounarable discharge.

Solitary confinement for a period determined by a
tribunal

The moximum penalty. :

Any other penalty not included herein but appearing in
the sch ‘dule of penalties for grave, serious crimes and

violations.




