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CODART

Dear Comrade Scratch

I suggest you do the article as ff

Print the text verbatim of wh
"Areas of commonality and areas th
discussion." The areas of commonai
agreed on. The areas needing furt:
being debated. I suggest you get
is one of the advisors to Working d
head of the Research Department.

2. Below the text, I suggest yout
commentary by myself:

The impression put forward by
and the Government have come to so
two critical areas, namely, power 5
government, is misleading. The fun
is twofold: first, to work out genetdvr it P"
principles which will be enshrined in the new constitution
and second, to define the body which will draft that
constitution. We are having heavy battles on both.

In the beginning, great progress was made in relation
to General Principles. We were able to use the Declaration
of Intent signed at CODESA 1 as the foundation of a document
entitled "Commonalities". These commonalities include such
important principles as that South Africa shall be a united,
non-racial, non-sexist democratic state; that the
constitution will be the supreme law; that there will be a
multi-party democracy; that there will be an entrenched and
justiciable Bill of Rights containing universally recognised
rights and freedoms, including freedom of religion and
expression; and that the language, religious and cultural
diversity of the country will be recognised. These
principles will lie at the heart of the new democratic
constitution for South Africa. They embody the spirit and
the letter of the Freedom Charter, and represent a great
achievement for all those who support democracy in our
country.

A number of other more controversial areas however have
been set aside for detailed argument and discussion. The
first related to what is popularly known as the unitary
state/federalist debate. To the surprise of many of the
participants who imagined that the ANC was only interested
in a highly centralised, bureaucratic and commandist state, 
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Dear Comrade Scratch

I suggest you do the article as follows.

1. Print the text verbatim of what Working Group 2 called
"Areas of commonality and areas that needed further
discussion." The areas of commonality have been fully
agreed on. The areas needing further discussion are still
being debated. I suggest you get the texts from Frene who
is one of the advisors to Working Group 2 and who is also
head of the Research Department.

2. Below the text, I suggest you put in the following
commentary by myself:

The impression put forward by the press that the ANC
and the Government have come to some kind of agreement on
two critical areas, namely, power sharing and regional
government, is misleading. The function of Working Group 2
is twofold: first, to work out general constitutional
principles which will be enshrined in the new constitution
and second, to define the body which will draft that
constitution. We are having heavy battles on both.

In the beginning, great progress was made in relation
to General Principles. We were able to use the Declaration
of Intent signed at CODESA 1 as the foundation of a document
entitled "Commonalities". These commonalities include such
important principles as that South Africa shall be a united,
non-racial, non-sexist democratic state; that the
constitution will be the supreme law; that there will be a
multi-party democracy; that there will be an entrenched and
justiciable Bill of Rights containing universally recognised
rights and freedoms, including freedom of religion and
expression; and that the language, religious and cultural
diversity of the country will be recognised. These
principles will lie at the heart of the new democratic
constitution for South Africa. They embody the spirit and
the letter of the Freedom Charter, and represent a great
achievement for all those who support democracy in our
country.

A number of other more controversial areas however have
been set aside for detailed argument and discussion. The
first related to what is popularly known as the unitary
state/federalist debate. To the surprise of many of the
participants who imagined that the ANC was only interested
in a highly centralised, bureaucratic and commandist state, 
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SECOND ASSIGNMENT

BODY AND PROCEDURES FOR DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION

The ANC proposes that :

1. The Constitution be drafted and adopted by a body to be
elected according to the principles of universal franchise.

2. This body (which L&H this document will be called the
GConstituent Assemblyhxbe as inclusive as possible.

3. All South Africans over the age of eighteen living
within the 1910 borders be entitled to vote.

4. The system of proportional representation be used.

5. The Constituent Assembly consist of four hundred
delegates and have a steering committee which will lay down
its procedures.

6. The Constituent Assembly elect from its own ranks a
representative drafting commission consisting of 40 persons
to assist its work.

7. Decisions at the Constituent Assembly be by a two
thirds majority.

8. The Constituent Assembly be obliged to enshrine the
principles agreed on by CODESA in the new constitution and
not to contradict such principles.

9. The Constituent Assembly appoint an independent
constitutional council consisting of five respected and
competent persons, to hear any disputes submitted to it by
members of the Constituent Assembly concerning the
application of Clause 8.

10. Functioning within the above framework, the Constituent
Assembly be legally entrusted with sovereign powers to draft
and put into operation a new and binding constitution for
South Africa.

 



WORK GROUP 2

SECOND ASS IGNMENT

BODY AND PROC DURES FOR D'HTINGA N W ONSTITUTION
!

The ANC proposes that : W

1. The Constitution be drafted and adopted by a body to be
elected according to the principles of universal franchise.

 

  

 

  
  

2. All South Africans over the age of eighteen living
within the 1910 borders be entitled to vote.   
3. The system of proportional representation be used.

 

  
4., The body (which in this document will be called the
Constituent Assembly) be as inclusive as possible.

5. The Constituent Assembly will have a steering committee
which will lay down its pro eghres.

_ Tt%giNfQQ WQMMXNIE _
6. The Constituent Assemb y Wlll elect from its own ranks
a drafting commission to assist its work.

EgonsEigigrt Assembly will be by a two7. Decisions at the
thirds majority.

8. The Constituent Assembly shall be obliged to enshrine
the principles agreed on by CODESA in the new constitution
and not contradict such principles.

9. The Constituent Assembly will appoint an independent
constitutional council consisting of five respected and
competent persons, to hear any disputes submitted to it by
members of the Constitue t Assembly concerning the
applicatio KW N

10. Function ithin the b framework, the Constituent
Assembly w' sovereigaEEgKSPaft and put into operation
a new and binding constituti n for South Africa.

11. All ne essar ste shal be take those t ve
legalysywho 't b ' t t a e.

  
  

 



where all power in the country would be concentrated i; the
hands of a few people, the ANC came out with principle
positions supporting democracy at the levels of national,
regional and local government. The full argument has been
set out in a document entitled "Ten Proposed Regions in a
United South Africa". We favoured regions constituted on a
non-ethnic basis with governments elected by and accountable
to the people in the region. We agreed to the funct'ons nd
the powers of the regaggg being stipulated in the
constitution, that is regions could not sup by
the centre, nor could their governments be dismissed. At
the same time, we made it clear that the last word in
egislation should alwa ith the central government.

government uld be r sponsible for the basic
'slation for the whole ile the regions could

emen tion.
' ent p wers in

ealth, education and roads, bearing in mind
entr 1 government would have the overriding power.

The Government and a number of other groups, however,
favoured exclusive powers for the regions and also argued
for fiscal autonomy. e agreed to disagree. In the first
place, we argued that hese were questions of detail that
properly belonged to the Constituent Assembly. Secondly, we
said that in any case we were against the idea of separate,
autonomous statesbseastitEgiigzsautn-hiiieax The final
text, coupled with the note relating to the ANC's position,
makes this clear. The issue will be before the CA which
will have to make the final determination. There was no
reconciling the positions of the ANC and the Government, so
the result was rather open language with a number of
explanatory notes attached.

The second major area of hard debate has been in relation to
powerdsharing. The issue is not whether for a certain
period there should be joint responsibility for managing the
transition and ushering in democratic government. The
difference between us has been over whether the constitution
making body should be obliged to include principles of
enforced power sharing in all future governments. Our
position is that coalitions only work if the political will,
coupled with perceived mutual interest, is there. The
tragic experiences of Cyprus, the Lebanon and, now, Northern
Ireland, show that if the will to cooperate does not exist
it cannot be imposed by consitutional devices. The many
coalition governments to be found in various parts of the
world function precisely because the parties to the
coalition realise that they stand more to gain by working
together in the government than by opposing each other. It
is quite clear that in South Africa the concept of 



on participation by all parties. For one thing, this does
away with the concept of opposition, which is vital to
democracy. For another, it establishes rigid and artificial
quotas in government which will inevitably lead to friction,
paralysis and ungovernability.

The final formulation left the matter open and vague. What
we felt had to be guaranteed were the rights of opposition
rather than what were called the rights of minority parties.
The rights of opposition include the right to campaign for
change, to enjoy freedom of expression and of information,
and the right to contest regular elections so as to become
the majority party. We also acknowledged that the majority
party in central government could well be the minority party
in a region. Finally, we accepted that minority parties in
the parliamentary set-up should have the right to block
amendments to the constitution (that is, a high majority
would be needed for such amendments) and that they should
have the right to representation on parliamentary
committees. We made it very clear however, that these
rights did not include the right to participate in
government against the wishes of the majority. The result
here, too, was an open formulation with an explanatory note
added by us.

It should be said that the debates were rich and
interesting. At the same time, the gulf between us and the
Government on what is perhaps the most crucial issue
dividing us, is still large. In the phase of Interim
Government, there will be a form of prescribed coalition.
After that, we want a clean constitution that facilitates
natural arrangements that are far more likely to function
well than quotas artificially laid down in advance. One
example of this, is that the government still refuses to
accept that democratic South Africa will have a President.
It insists on a collective presidency, obviously because it
still cannot come to terms with the fact that De Klerk might
have to vacate office for somebody enjoying far more support
from the public than he can count on. In their view, this
collective, rotating presidency, would be responsible for
appointing the Executive on the basis of representation
proportional to the number of seats in Parliament.

The third issue where we are still far apart is in
relation to the constitution making body (CMB). The
government says it would prefer CODESA to convert itself
into the CMB, but reluctantly agrees to an elected body
performing that function. It insists however that there be
a second house made up either of a collapsed Tricameral
Parliament or else of a Senate consisting of representatives 



from regions and from minority parties. We point out,
however, that nowhere in the world has a bi-cameral system
been used for drafting what is in effect the original
constitution for a new, united country.

We agree that the objective of the Constituent Assembly (the
term we prefer for the CMB) should be to function in an as
inclusive manner as possible so as to produce a document
acceptable to and binding on the whole South African nation.
Having what in effect would amount to a House of Winners and
a House of Losers, however, each trying to face the other
down, would be the worst way of achieving this result.

Accordingly we have been arguing for a single chamber that
would take decisions by a two thirds majority; it would be
elected by proportional representation with a relatively low
threshold, and provision would be made for an independent
Constitutional Panel to ensure that the principles agreed on
by CODESA were enshrined. At the time of writing, the
debate continues. It is not true as one newspaper put it,
that there is blood on the floor, but there have been strong
differences of opinion.

The Government's immediate reaction to the ANC
proposals was not to deal with their merits, but to
criticise their tone. In particular, the Government
objected to a phrase in the ANC document stating that the
concept of bi-cameralism for the CMB was so confused as to
be unworthy of a first year law student. We are happy to
retract and to place on record that we feel it would be
worthy of a first year law student.



The third issue where we are still far apart is in
relation to the constitution making body (CMB). The
government says it would prefer CODESA to convert itself
into the CMB, but reluctantly agrees to an elected body
performing that function. It insists however that there be
a second house made up either of a collapsed Tricameral
Parliament or else of a Senate consisting of representatives
from regions and from minority parties. We point out,
however, that nowhere in the world has a bi-cameral system
been used for drafting what is in effect the original
constitution for a new, united country. We agree that the
objective of the Constituent Assembly (the term we prefer
for the CMB) should be to function in an as inclusive manner
as possible so as to produce a document acceptable to and
binding on the whole South African nation. Having what in
effect would amount to a House of Winners and a House of
Losers trying to face each other down would be the worst way
of achieving this result. Accordingly we have been arguing
for a single chamber that would take decisions by a two
thirds majority; it would be elected by proportional
representation with a relatively low threshold, and
provision would be made for an independent Constitutional
Panel to ensure that the principles agreed on by CODESA were
enshrined. At the time of writing, the debate continues.
It is not true as one newspaper put it, that there is blood
on the floor, but there have been strong differences of
opinion.

The Government's immediate reaction to the ANC
proposals was not to deal with their merits, but to
criticise their tone. In particular, the Government
objected to a phrase in the ANC document stating that the
concept of bi-cameralism for the CMB was so confused as to
be unworthy of a first year law student. We are happy to
retract that formulation and to state that we feel it would
be worthy of a first year law student.

 



Thirdly, there will be certain general principles which will
be binding on the Constituent Assembly and which will have
to be enshrined in the final Constitution. Our proposal in
this respect is that a special panel of respected and
competent persons be chosen to ensure that in the case of
any dispute in this connection, the Constituent Assembly
does not deviate from the agreed principles. This point
ill be developed more fully below.

LL-INCLU VE

In our View, the CA should be as inclusive as possible.
Since it will be the constitution for the whole of South
Africa, it is important that all South Africans feel that
they are represented there, independently of which part of
the country they live in.and without regard to their race,
language, religion, orig n or political affiliation. In
order to achieve this all-embracing character, we propose
the following.

. That the delegates to the CA be chosen by proportional
representation.

2. That the threshold or minimum percentage required in
terms of PR be relatively low.

. That the whole territory within the 1910 borders of
outh Africa be covered by the elections.

4. That the CA be on the large rather than on the small
side. xkeN & 'mewybqrj
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RELATIVELY LOW THRESHOL ivigyu -

On the one hand, it is important that the electoral
system encourages parties to have a national rather than a
purely local vision; we should discourage an electoral
system which promotes extreme parochialism and narrow self-
interest. On the other hand, it is important that the views
and concerns of all South Africans, in all the regions of
the country, majority and minority opinions, be represented.
We feel that there has to be some cut-off point to avoid an
undue proliferation of tiny parties. It will be important
to prevent an undue number of small groups who would be able
to auction off their support to the major participants. The
experience in Israel, where very small parties indeed have 



been able to impose disp ortionate conditions fo their
support, is instructive ' a negativeinggsyggjuw&23y

The figure of 5% has frequently been mentioned. If 20
million people voted, this would mean that a party would
require the support of 1 million people in order to qualify.
There are a number of established political organisations in
South Africa with developed approaches to society and
government, who might not be able to reach that figure.
Keeping them out might reduce the all--inclusive character
that the CA should have. To some extent, this problem could
be mitigated by the creation of electoral pacts or alliances
whereby joint lists are created. We feel however that 5%
would be too high and propose a figure of approximately 2 or
3%.

Estimates of the number of potential voters range from
18 to 23 million. We may assume that there will be a very
high turnout for the first democratic elections in South
Africa, particularly if the vote was to constitute a body of
such historic significance as the CA. For purposes of rough
calculation we will suggest that the electorate will be 22
million and that 20 million people will vote. This would
mean that a 2% threshold would be 400 000 while a 3% cut-off
point would require 600 000 votes7 Efyya kanjqb O(Aq)

( .

BORDERS
3. THE ELECTIONS COVER ALL THE TERRITORY BETWEEN THE 1910 Q

No serious person can doubt that the territorial
integrity of South Africa will be restored. The only
possible dispute can be over the process whereby
reincorporation of the TBVC states is to be achieved. The
new constitution will be for all of South Africa. Whatever
one's views about the status of the TBVC states, there can
be no doubt that the persons living in these areas will be
directly affected by the constitution. This will in reality
be their future constitution, irrespective of how
reincorporation is achieved. They have a right and a
responsibility to participate in its elaboration. To
exclude the millions of people living in those four zones
from participation in the process of constitution-making
would be an injustice to them and a disservice to the rest
of South Africa.

As far as we in the ANC are concerned, they are and
always have been South African citizens. It was the system
of grand apartheid that sou ht to deprive them of their
rights as South Africans. It is inconceivable that grand
apartheid should rule in relation to the new constitution.

13 



The very purpose of CODESA is to bury grand apartheid and
establish the way in which non-racial democracy is to be
installed in South Africa. We cannot abolish apartheid by
recognising one of the fundamental elements of apartheid.

Problems related to the modalities and timing of the
reincorporation of the TBVC states, should not in any way
impede the participation of persons living in those states
in elections for a Constituent Assembly. Once the principle
is agreed that all the persons living within the 1910
boundaries are entitled to South African nationality and
citizenship, all of them would be entitled to vote in
elections for a Constituent Assembly. The appropriate legal
mechanisms to achieve this result can be worked out at
CODESA by Working Groups 4 and 5. Our group should insist
that no-one be deprived of the right to participate in the
electoral process.

4. THE CA SHOULD BE ON THE LARGE RATHER THAN ON THE SMALL
SIDE

0n the basis that there should be one representative
for every 50 000 voters, an assembly of 400 persons would be
required for a voting population of 20 million. If the
potential number of voters is 22 million, then there would
have to be 440 seats. This figure is larger than we are
used to for the white House of Assembly or for the
Tricameral, but would in fact be considerably smaller than
if the Tricameral basis of representation were extended to
cover the whole population. The House of Commons in the
United Kingdom has about 650 members for a population
roughly one and a half times that of South Africa.

Whereas as assembly of 400 or over might be unduly
large for a future legislature, it is our view that the CA
should err of the side of largeness rather than on the side
of smallness. This would facilitate the creation of party
lists drawing on a wide range of personalities representi g
an extensive spectrum of interest groups. In otherewe-rdsix
relatively large body would more easily accomodate the
diversity of the South African nation than would a small
one. We are of the view that it would be of great advantage
for people to feel that they are directly represented at the
CA through individuals they know and who will be able to
report back and explain the proceedings to them.

It would not be necessary for the CA to work all the
time in plenary. Our proposals for a drafting commission
are set out below. This commission would be relatively
small in size and would be responsible for the day-to-day



business of establishing draft terms for the new
constitution.

THE DRAFTING COMMISSION

The drafting of the Namibian Constitution was
considerably facilitated by the establishment by the CA of a
drafting commission from its own ranks, supported by three
independent legal advisors from outside. We propose that
the CA for South Africa elect a drafting commission of
approximately 40 persons from its own ranks. These need not
be lawyers or political scientists, but should be persons
with competence in drafting and in handling constitutional
concepts. The commission should be chosen on the basis of
proportional representation, subject to the right of every
party represented in the CA having at least one member.

Provision could be made for legal advisors to
participate in support of the respective parties as they
have done at CODESA.

/ The answer to the diversity of views and currents in
South Africa is not to be found by introducing manifestly
undemocratic elements into the constitution. The basic
principles of democracy should be observed. They include a
whole variety of checks and balances to prevent the
overconcentration of power in the hands of too few people.
They also include mechanisms to ensure that dissent is not
stifled and that views that are in the minority today are
not prevented from becoming majority views tomorrow. These
are the checks and balances that should be supported. We do
not want a system that is all checks and no balances.

N
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TOWARDS A DEMOCRATIC AND ALL-INCLUSIVE CONSTITUTION-MAKING
BODY.

I. THE N E OF Tg? CMB

KQM
The name

 

    

   

   

 

   

  

'n itself is not crucial. We could call it the
Congress after the body which drafted the first great modern
Constitution, that of the USA. We could refer to i s the
South African National Convention (SANCOl or simply he
National Convention (NATCOJ in keeping with the name of the i
body which drafted the constitution for the Union of South
Africa. What matters is how it is chosen and how it
functions, not who first came up with its name.

We prefer the term Constituent Assembly. This is the one
most widely used internationally. It indicates that what we
are doing is constituting a new South Africa out of the old,
and that we function not as self-appointed individuals but
as representatives sitting in solemn assembly with a proper
mandate and appropriate procedures.

11. THE BODY MUST BE CREATED AND MUST FUNCTION IN A
DEMOCRATIC WAY

Since the objective is to install democracy in South Africa,
the body must itself exemplify democracy. At the heart of
democracy lies the question of choice and elections.
Without elections there can be no democracy.

CODESA has a vital but limited function, namely, to create
the conditions for the adoption of a new constitution, not
to draft a new constitution itself. The fact that it is
self-appointed is appropriate to its function, which is
essentially one of negotiating the process of transition
from apartheid to democracy. The broad support that it is
receiving despite its nor:z e c character derives from
an acceptance t its 0 e ascbeih__thatrofrmtdw1fe

y. When it has stablished the demeesatya
foundation for the process of drafting a new constitution
its historic task will be completed. Should it attempt to
perpetuate itself forever and usurp role of the body it
was set up to create, CODESA will lose ts p::i:ig;::::;g;

n no bodv of self--protecti .

TnWOWWe.
It would be a ' ' ' '
dishonourable in the extreme gEiany of us were to attempteto
manipalgiggfhe process of con itution-making pyrely-for-the

 



Mk
sake f ensuring future position or office for ourselves.
Conversely, each and every one Sgius has the possibility of

' ' bel unted amongst the
generation that brought peace and democracy in a principled
and healing way to our country.

No one who genuinely loves democracy should fear elections.
Elections after the Anglo-Boer War helped to heal the wounds
of conquest and to enable Boer and Briton to live together
in the same country. Elections after the 1914 rebellion,
after the 1922 strike and after the sabotage of the Second
World War)brought peace where before there had been strife.

It was the holding of elections more than anything else that
brought peace and stability to Namibia and opened the way
for the creation of institutions internally and
internationally accepted.

Are we to say that elections are only good for whites in
South Africa and blacks in other countries? Are we to bee
democracy in Zambia or Poland, and deny it in our own land
Once the racial and the colonial myths are destroyed, thens
can be no justification for denying the principles of
democracy.

The dream of the oppressed majority in this country ever
since 1910 has been for full participation as ordinary South
Africans in the choice of government. The National
Convention that preceded the 1910 Constitution was based on
whitesoonly elections for a whites40nly convention. That
ugly beginning to our constitutional life can only be
expunged by non-racial elections for a non-racial
convention.

Elections thus have an historically healing role to play in
our country. They signify that true citizenship is at last
about to be born. For the first time we feel that we have
equal worth, that nobody is inherently superior or inferior
to anyone else. Like all elections, the first democratic
elections will be about power and competing '

'losophies. Yet they will mean far, far m
presently disenfranched:-- - .
ran so , ; .

 '58: e 'il
wil be t! proof that we really akin a ne South

Africa. They will signal a compelling acknowledgement of our
common South African-ness. They will open the way to the
development of a genuine and generous national vision and
encourage a sense of shared responsibility for the country's
future. 



When we say that it is elections that give the constitution-
making proceedings legitimacy , we refer not just to formal
international and internal legitimacy, but to subjective
legitimacy in the hearts and souls of our people. It might
be difficult for those who take elections for granted to
understand what it will mean to those who have been
permanently excluded from the el Val process to at last
have a chance to stand up and d?gg%%%eir ballotSsiip-iE-Ene
baTTUt_boxw The Constitution will stand because the whole
population will have participated directly in the process of
achiev ' x

It is elections that ensure that the issues are put before
the people as a whole and that the people feel involved
through their freely chosen representatives in the ultimate
outcome. What the voters will be deciding on is who they
wish to represent them at the body which drafts the
constitution. There will be a direct nexus through the
elected representatives between each voter and the final
product. In this way the electorate identifies with the
body that drafts the constitution and with the outcome of
its deliberations.

Furthermore, elections will take away the sense of distance
and incomprehension which unfortunately at present and
almosf_1n8$itibiy separates the general South African public
from CODESA. It might be that the character of CODESA as a
negotiating forum encourages a certain degree of quiet
diplomacy in order to move the process forward. In that
sense CODESA is essentially procedural and confidence-
building in character. The same cannot be said of the CMB.

The Constitution will deal directly with substantive rights
of the people of South Africa. They will be entitled to know
at each step exactly what is being done 'n heir name.
Compromises openly struck, honestly agree or purposes of
mutual advantage and frankly explained, have a much greater
chance of being accepted than those negotiated in terms of
secret agreements behind closed doors. The electoral process
encourages open-ness and accountability. It places the
issues before the people who take an interest in them nJA&Me
beeause they know that their opinions can make a difference.

An lafter-the-event' ratification by referendum bears no
comparison in terms of active involvement of the population
and its identification with the constitution. While a case
can be made out for a post- Constituent Assembly referendum
to underline public approval of the final product (or give
it one last chance to throw it out1, a referendum intoduced
as an alternative to having an elected CMB will be seen as a 



pseudo-democratic means of introducing popular participationat a time when it can really make little difference. Farfrom legitimising the process, it will ensure that theConstitution is born in an atmosphere of cynicism and
indifference.

The public islplaced in the invidious position of giving asimplebyesior nohto a lengthy document, much of which willinevitably be in technical language, without the option ofinfluencing its individual parts. A referendum is a usefulmeans of testing public opinion in relation to issues wherea simple yes or no would be appropriate. It is a grotesquedevice for ensuring that a lengthy and complicated docorresponds to what the populace thinks is correct.

There is the added problem of persons being compel ed tovote in favour of a constitution with which they notagree simply for fear of the greater evil of reopening thewhole matter and postponing the day w en democraticinstitutions finally come into place.$l; is also difficultto see what kind of majority would be ppropriate for areferendum of this kind. If a two-thirds majority were heldto be sufficient, would the third who voted ino' be able tosay that they were not bound by the constitution becausethey had neither authorised the procedure for its adoptionin advance nor ratified its content after its drafting?

All the practical problems and inconveniences said to relateto elections for a Constituent Assembly would apply to theholding of a referendum. Sooner or later we will all have toaccept elections as a normal part of South African life,just as we will all have to get used to the fact that theHead of State will more likely than not be black. Let it besooner rather than later. Some problems go away if youpostpone them. In our view, however, democracy is not aproblem, but the solution.

THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE CMB BEING ELECTED

The case for elections in the modern world is so strong thatonly someone very brave and very cutsoff from contemporarythinking would argue against it. As we understand it, noneof the participants in Working Group 2 are actually againstelections in principle. Certain participants have, however,raised queries about the feasibility of elections in currentconditions or about the desirability of granting what theycall a lblank cheque' to an elected assembly. would beungracious to suggest that they are opposed to electionsbecause they fear that they themselves will not fare well ifthey lose th x base in apartheid structures and are left to



the mercies oggglectora%Bgu5Eafb. We eat t e arguments ontheir merits.

Essentially, two points are made.

The first is that there is too much violence in the countryfor free elections to be held, and that elections would onlyencourage further violence (one assumes that this is meantto express a fear and not to convey a threat).

The danger of this argument is that if the existence ofviolence is a reason for not holding elections, then thosewho are fearful of losing an election will have a stake inmaintaining the level of violence.

We are in fact convinced that far from contributing toViolence, the holding of elections will provide an orderlyand publicly supervised manner in which the contest forpolitical leadership can be conducted. It will serve not asa source of violence but as an alternative to it.

The turning point in Namibia from a state of severe internalconflict to a state of peace was the holding of electionsfor the Constituent Assembly. The way in which the CA thereconducted its business, based on extensive give-and-take,promoted national unity and has until now virtuallyeliminated political violence. We have no doubt that thesame process would have the same beneficial results in SouthAfrica.

We need to have confidence in democracy. Our objectiveshould not be to undermine the basic principles of democracybut to ensure that they are accepted by the whole populationand that they operate in a manner that is manifestly fairand non-oppressive to everybody. What we should beconcerned about is not the fact of holding elections, buthow to ensure that voters are free in the exercise theirchoice and that they are well-informed when doing so.
Elections are held precisely because different ideascompete. The fiercer the competition, the greater the needfor elections. Thus, what we should be talking about is notwhether or not to have elections - the need to do so isself-evident - but how to ensure that they are properlyconducted.

The second argument against having the constitution draftedby an elected assembly is that this would amount to giving ablank cheque to an electoral majority without respecting therights and interests of minorities. The term



 



lmajoritarianism' is used as though somehow it is inherentlyevil. Its allegedly diabolical character is compounded bycoupling it with the adjective lsimple'. Thus lsimplemajoritarianism' is presented as being the very antithesisof everything we are aimingig5$iENggggSA.

This approach comes badly from people who hold office on thebasis either of no elections at all or of elections based onprinciples of simple majoritarianism. If the presentgovernment were to resign because it was chosen by means ofsimple majoritarianism (times three), then its moralposition as an opponent of majority rule would indeed bepowerful. The same would apply if it were to impugn thevalidity of the recent referendum on the basis of its simplemajoritarian nature, or to deny the validity of alllegislation passed since Union in 1910; with one exception,such laws were always based on the approval of a simplemajority of Members of Parliament who in turn had beenelected on the basis of a simple majority (or less) of
voters.

The Presidents of France and the USA as well as the PrimeMinisters of the United Kingdom and India were elected onthe basis of lsimple majoritarianism'. One cannot escapethe conclusion that the arguments against majority rule arebeing advanced with fervor not because of the principleinvolved but because of dissatisfaction with whom themajority will be. Put simply, lsimple majoritarianism' wasgood enough for the whites for 82 years, but will not begood enough for the blacks today, unless they promise tovote for the right party.

The irony of the situation is that while we in the ANC haveno doubt that the principle of free elections and majorityrule lies at the heart of democracy, we do not support whathas been called simple majoritarianism for South Africa.We, who have never benefitted from the Westminster system ofgovernment in the past, in fact have a much stronger claimto opt for a different system than those who for decadeshave been advantaged by it.

More than 15 months ago, the Constitutional Committee of theANC organised a conference which opted for the system ofproportional representation. We did so for two basicreasons (in addition to the usual arguments in favour ofPR). One, it enabled the diverse range of currents in SouthAfrican society to be accommodated without reference togroup rights and, two, it avoided the problems of delimitingconstituencies in a country divided by group areas.



The system of PR lends itself to alliances and jointelection lists. In this way relatively small parties orparties with support limited to a particular region are ableto secure representation by linking up with other parties ina similar situation. Furthermore, there are very fewcountries that use PR that have governments based on oneparty only. PR thus tends to encourage coalition
governments. Applied to the election of the CA, this wouldsuggest a majority that was complex rather than one that wassimple.
  

  

Secondly, decision-making at the CMB wepropose a qualified rather than a Slmp e majorit Ourproposal is that bearing in mind the special nature of theConstitution, the majority be two-thirds. This is thefigure that was used in Namibia, where the procedure turnedout to be so satisfactory that final constitution wasadopted unanimously.

It is a realistic figure for South Africa. No single partyis likely to achieve two thirds of the representatives in aConstituent Assembly. The figure means that in the case ofa dispute, the party with the most seats would be compelledto seek support from groups it had opposed in the elections.At the same time, the figure would not be so high, s toplace the CA under ransom to small groups '
significant popular support. The higher the jority, themore bargainin power is given to groups with a tiny basekia

' EA near veto power for very small groups wouldencourage fana 'cism on the one hand, and pork-barrelling oreven worse, outright corruption and buying of votes on theother. The pressure should be on to get consensus based onprincipled points of common ground and a reasonable measureof give-and-take, and not to obtain support by means ofthreats, bribes or promises.

Thirdly, there will be certain general principles which willbe binding on the Constituent Assembly and which will haveto be enshrined in the final Constitution, whatever themajority might say. These are the general principles thatWorking Group 2 is debating. Whatever formulation CODESAfinally agrees upon, it is clear that these principles willbe such as to establish the basic democratic character ofthe Constitution, its supremacy as the fundamental law ofthe country, and the inclusion within it of a Bill of Rightsguaranteeing universally recognised rights and freedoms.

Our proposal in this respect is that a special panel ofrespected and competent persons be chosen to ensure that inthe case of any dispute in this connection, the Constituent



Assembly does not deviate from the agreed principles. This
point will be developed more fully below.

111. THE BODY MUST BE ALL-INCLUSIVE

We feel that a constitution is a very special document that
is intended to bind the whole nation and be accepted by all
South Africans. Accordingly every attempt should be made to
achieve consensus in its elaboration.

In our view, the CA should be as inclusive as possible.
Since it will be the constitution for the whole of South
Africa, it is important that all South Africans feel that
they are represented there, independently of which part of
the country they live in and without regard to their race,
language, religion, origin or political affiliation. In
order to achieve this all-embracing character, we propose
the following.

1. That the dele ates to th CA be cho en y propprtiona
representation. :lEhUk M3QU&.EVLA AL$MHSYk

2. That the threshold or minimum percentage required in
terms of PR be relatively low.

3. That the whole territory within the 1910 borders of
South Africa be covered by the elections.

4. That the CA be aa:the large rather thcnsen-the small,
sidE:

I$B-BR

2. RELATIVELY LOW THRESHOLD

On the one hand, it is important that the electoral system
encourages parties to have a national rather than a purely
local Vision; we should discourage an electoral system which
promotes extreme parochialism and narrow self-interest. On
the other hand, it is important that the views and concerns
of all South African$$.in all the regions of the country,
and reflecting both majority and minority opinions, be
represented.

/We feel that there has to be some cut-off point to avoid a i
undue prolife ' f tiny parties. It will be im tant gpdldd$%F.
Earthe appeaf%g%ggg%9small groups whose aim it woul o ,6LJi/
auction off their support to the The
experience in Israel, where very(sii;&4::;gies have been

' W

9

 



able to extort disproportionate advantages for r
suppntt, is instructive in-respect-oiiwhat we should avoidd

If 20
this would mean that a party would

'llion people in order to qualify.

eeping them out might reduce the all-inclusive character
that the CA should have. To some extent, this problem could
be mitigated by the creation of electoral pacts or alliances
whereby joint lists are created. We feel however that 5%
would be too high and propose a figure of approximately 2 or
3%.

Estimates of the number of potential voters range from
18 to 23 million. We may assume that there will be a high
turnout for the f' gaggc elections in South Africa,
particularly if th v eaiaht constitute a body of such

lsignificance as the CA. For purposes of rough
calculation we will suggest that the electorate will be 22
million and that 20 millionW vote. This would
mean that a 2% threshold woule S0 w ile a % cut-off
point would req 1re 600GO votes.

0 GKYTg3w
3bDTQE EQECTIONS COVERALL THE TERRI ORY ETHE1910

BORDERS g:rxanm&r f3l91WWih

No serious person can doubt that the terr1tor1al
integrity of South Africa will be restore The only
possible dispute can be over the process whereby
reincorporation of the TBVC states is to be achieved. The
new constitution will be for all of South Africa. Whatever
one's views about the status of the TBVC states, there can
be no doubt that the persons living in these areas will be
directly affected by the constitution. This will in reality
be their future constitution, irrespective of how
reincorporation is achieved. They have a right and
responsibility to participate in its elaboration. o
exclude the millions of people living in those four zones
from participation in the process of constitution-making
would be an injustice to them and a disservice to the rest
of South Africa.

As far as we in the ANC are concerned, they are and
always have been South African citizens. It was the system
of grand apartheid that sought to deprive them of their
rights as South Africans. It is inconceivable that grand
apartheid should rule in relation to the new constitution. 



The very purpose of CODESA is to bury grand apartheid and
establish the way in which non-racial democracy is to be
installed in South Africa. We cannot abolish apartheid by
recognising one of the fundamental elements of apartheid.

Problems related to the modalities and timing of the
reincorporation of the TBVC states should not in any way
impede the participation of persons living in those states
in elections for a Constituent Assembly. Once the principle
is agreed that all the persons living within the 1910
boundaries are entitled to South African nationality and
citizenship, all of them would be entitled to vote in
elections for a Constituent Assembly. The appropriate legal
mechanisms to achieve this result can be worked out at
CODESA by Working Groups 4 and 5. Our group should insist
that no-one be deprived of the right to participate in the
electoral process.

4. THE CA SHOULD BE ON THE LARGE RATHER THAN ON THE SMALL
SIDE

On the basis that ther should be one representative
for every 50 000 voters, an ssembly of 400 persons would be
required for a voting population of 20 million. If the
potential number of voters is 22 million, then there would
have to be 440 seats. This figure is larger than we are
used to for the white House of Assembly or for the
Tricameral, but would in fact be considerably smaller than
if the Tricameral basis of representation were extended to
cover the whole population. The House of Commons in the
United Kingdom has about 650 members for a population
roughly one and a half times that of South Africa.

Whereas as assembly of 400 or over might be unduly
large for a future legislature, it is our view that the CA
should err of the side of largeness rather than on Ehg_aidgd/ x
of smallness. This would facilitate the creation 0 party %U%pa
lists drawing on a wide range of personalities representing
an extensive spectrum of interest groups. In other words, a QNAQ
relatively large body would more easily accomodate the
diversity of the South African nation than would a small
one. We are of the view that it would be of great advantage l$KQkk

people to fe t at they are directly represented at the 5
CA through i ' they know and who will be able to
report back and explain the proceedings to them. UWJ

It would not be necessary for the CA to work all the
time in plenary. Our proposals for a drafting commission
are set out below. This commission would be relatively
small in size and would be responsible for the day-to-day

M04 Ww. 



business of establishing draft terms for the new
constitution.

THE DRAFTING COMMISSION

The drafting of the Namibian Constitution was
considerably facilitated by the establishment by the CA of a
drafting commission from its own ranks, supported by three
independent legal advisors from outside. We propose that
the CA for South Africa elect a drafting commission of
approximately 40 persons from its own ranks. These need not
be lawyers or political scientists, but should be persons
with competence in drafting and in handling constitutional
concepts. The commission should be chosen on the basis of
proportional representation subject to the right of every
party represented in the CA avlhakat least one member.

Provision could be made for legal advisors to
participate in support of the respective parties as they
have done at CODESA.

The answer to the diversity of views and currents in
South Africa is not to be found by introducing manifestly
undemocratic elements into the constitution. The basic
principles of democracy should be observed. They include a
whole variety of checks and balances to prevent the
overconcentration of power in the hands of too few people.
They also include mechanisms to ensure that dissent is not
stifled and that views that are in the minority today are
not prevented from becoming majority views tomorrow. These
are the checks and balances that should be supported. We do
not want a system that is all checks and no balances.
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In each of the above cases, the transfer of power results in
the creation of a new state recognised as such by the
international community. Power is transferred not only from
one government or regime or class or party or ethnic group to
another, but from one state to another. A new state entity
comes into being where none existed before. It receives
international recognition, is admitted to the UN, exchanges
ambassadors for the f' st time. The birthEtof the state is
r cise chronicled: zero hours suchand such a date

p mewm.rmwlmw /
In the case of South Africa, we are notenvisaging seccession
from a colonial empire and the creation of a new sovereignty.
At the same time, we contemplate something far more profound
than simply the handing over of the reins of office from one
political group to anothe isuch as when Labour gives way to
the Conservatives or vice ersax' Similarly, the process will
go beyond a mere extension of the vote, such as when women or
other previously disenfranc ised groups were granted the vote
within a particular country.

What is envisaged is the de-colonisation of the South African
state itself, the removal of an internal rather than an

external mode of colonial domination. It implies,that there is
no alteration of state boundaries; the colonisers remain, but
lose their status as colonisers. At the same time, the
colonised also remain, but their status too has changed. They
cease to be treated as a colonised people, and for the first

time share in the sovereignty which was granted to the whites
in 1910.

Independence for Africans accordingly does not mean
establishing separate frontiers, as happened with the
Bantustans, but, rather, destroying the internal legal and

  physical boun ated b onial domination and
apar the words of the Freedom Char er, for the first
timexSouth Afrljzsgflangs a 1 who live 1n it.

The territorial ' nsion of South Africa remains the same.
The inhabitants are the same. What has changed is the
relations ip etw e _differentsections of the inhabitants,
rom ofhnigl domination ana-subor_inationTit9

$qufgvxgights and non-discrimination.

Wemay sum up the situation in South Africa as follows: the
essence of the process is self-determination, the means is
national liberation, the form is democracy and the result is

. )x
iv

ersal fra hise and aBillof R1 teeing ifpfmiq.
WentaIirightsua l

Non-racial, non-sexist democracy is ourequivalent of ($hxkft0vw
independence. It would not be inappropriate to establish a ,
day, such as, say, December 10, on which the Republic of New AkNQg;V
South Africa is declared and which would be our Foundation or
Independence Day. This could be the day on which the first
non-racial, non-sexist government, elected in free and fair
elections, is sworn in to office. It could also be the day
when the credentials of non-racial, non-sexist representatives



of South Africa are formally recognised by international
institutions.

,_ The phrase transfer of power thus has in the case of South
gm%&4i Qwa$irica to be seen as something internal rather than external.

1 E has two different me iniswwrichs metimes get confused.

TX u 2? Mi
The first one affects the c aracter of so ereignty and tggy
nature of the state. - tggr l of internal colonial-
type barriers, and thegt%gn 'gfgg er from a racial
minority to the people as a whole. It represents the
completion of the process of decolonisation that started with
the creation of the white-dominated Union of South Africa in
1910, so that for the first time territorial sovereignty and
population are co-extensive in our country.

The second is the transfer of power from the National Party
government to whatever government is elected to office in the
new sovereignty. In popular language, this is what transfer of
power means to many people. Yet the change of government is
the consequence of the transf r of power, the Visible,
physical form, not the legangiagggi. :u%kw Jw4ggh;NWaAjA

w&%%r of p MZEIt is even theoretically p0551ble that thgvtran ower :Whmgh
from a racial minority to the people as a whole could take AK WNQQJ
place with the Nationalist Party transferring power to itself!
The difference would be that in the first case, the NP would aiivi

ije representing a minor'tz in terms of the Tricameral set-up, %:W ,
i in the second, it wouligh ve won the elections on the basis of WK
' universal franchise and a common voters' roll. ?rthmwkh .

It is for this very reason that we must insist thagxt e ij
Nationalist Party should not be player and referee at the same
time Inmthis:sease, the departing colonial powers might have
hadx " d tried to influence the composition
of post-efcolon ialW?CVernments, but at least they were not
direct contenders for power themselves.

Our historic task, going beyond any immediate political goal,
is precisely to complete the transfer of power from a racial
minority to the people as a whole. This is what the Freedom
Charter is essentially about. We wish to give the people of
South Africa as a whole the chance, in conditions of freedom,
to elect the government they want.

Naturally, we hope that, as a result of our long struggle and
principled positions over the years, the people will give a
massive vote to the ANC. We are not claiming, however, that
the ANC should enjoy any special constitutional status, as ,
say, did FRELIMO and SWAPO at tain stages when they were
recognised as the sole and a ,representatives of their
respective peoples struggling for sovereignty.

Nor are we arguing that there should be a transfer of power
from a white government to a black government, or from tie
whites to the blacks Wg;Wish instead completely to de-
racialise government and for-the Whitiii$3vaifiiise their 



rights and assume their civic responsibilities like-evesyhgoy
else. ik

The electorate will decide who should be in the government.
One can predict with certainty that the days of whites-only
governments are over. Apart from that, no-one can foretell the
outcome of elections - that is why they are held - although
there is every indication that all future governments will
draw on persons from all the different communities in the
country.fln struggling for democracy, we fight for the
principlehthat the government shall be accountable to the
electorate, and that the party or parties that get the most
votes shall have the right to form that government.

An important distinction needs to be made here. Minority rule,
such as we have always had and have now, is inevitably and by
its very nature oppressive. Majority rule might or might not
be oppressive, that is, the majority might or might not
oppress the minority. Whereas minority rule can never be
adapted so as to avoid oppression, majority rule can have
safeguards built in to prevent abuse of the minority. The
answer is not to attack the fundamentally democratic principle
of majority rule, but to ensure that there are adequate
protections in the constitution against any form of U L:
oppression, whether of minorities, or ajorities, ?fJXJQ5J/V
individuals or groups; LMNLQ kLK,2gr(%f%V$usvso ( l f3$
(shzwgi idVkakcva ' i r
The trahsfer of power from the minority to the people as a

I

who gtore,Lequifes-the-adoptioh of a constitution which
simultaneouslg)reogggises the princip Q%?9gwa xExacialism,

rage7 ajority rule and sa e ua ds against any
form Qf privilege or any form of oppression.

In this context, IG has a meaning that corresponds in some way
to the classical forms of IG in the decolonisation process,
but also has important particularities of its own. What it
shares with the classic IGs is:

it is intended to bridge the gap between one arrangement of
sovereignty and another;

it is designed to prepare the people of the country concerned
and of the world at large for a change in the nature of the
state and of its administration;

mfwx
it has,theuggal/oflpgepafing/Qeople hitherto excluded from
officefef6iithe tasks and responsibilities of government;

it sets out to establish a form of joint responsibility for
government in the intervening period so as to reduce
unnecessary conflict and encourage as smooth a transition as
possible.

The differences, however, are also important, all of them

flowing from the fact that the minority which exercises
colonial-type power now is not going to withdraw, but, on the
contrary, will remain as an active part of political and
social life. Thus, 


