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Community
uml!udioml‘orummi

/o SPEAK, 156 President Street. Joharnnesburg 2001, South Africa

Tel: (011) 28 616€
Fax: (011) 284354

30 June 1983

Melody Emmett

Coordinator of techniecal cpnmittess
Malti-Party Forum

World Trade Centre

Dear Mz Enmett
1 am writing on behalf of the Nawicnel Community Radio Forun

(an organisation representing emerging comapunity radic
initiatives in South Africa).

.-#e are concerned about the appsarent lack of committment to

public dinvelvement in the drafting of the draft bill on the
procposed Independent Broadcasting Authority.

As you are mware tne Multi-Party Forum has set 2 two wWeek
deadline (ending July 5 19983) for comment on this draft bill.

We believe this deadline is impractical and that the time set
agside for comment 1is inadequate. This bill has important
implications for the initistives we repregent and it is
impossible for us to  make adegqusate and conzide:pA
contributicns on the changes suggested to South Alvica’'s
broadcasting dispensation in only two weeks.

1t is essential that those drafting the bill, do not finalise
it without taking account of as wide a range of opinion as
pessible.

We therefore rsquest that the MPF extend the period allowed
for public comment by at least three weeks - 1.&. tc July 28

We further request that once written gupmissions have been
received the MPF hold pubiic hearings oOn the draft bill, or
instruct the technical committee responsible to do =oC.

I this is not done, we believe it will result in only a token
attempt to facilitate public invclvement in this matter,
contrary to the MPF's stated committment €O an open process o

all issues.
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