
  

ao?] 

  

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA L DIE NATUURLEWEVERENIGING VAN SUIDER AFRIKA ( 1 09 Rag. No. 08/0465408 
/ 

e T S 
AN 01 1000 7R 000 3 

i i 

NATIONAL OFFICE /NASIONALE KANTOOR : 

2 R orwey | 
B aTae ndan e 

South Africa/Suld 
* (011) 482-1670 
Fax (011) 482-2436 

21 September 1993 
‘ ) _ 

FAXS'A ;;L&afl PGE__[__op. 4 
Mo Cieaey 

  

  

The Sscretary ) o+ ATENONOF: - : Constitutional Committee M-Ims—imu—_m—fl-!#fl— P O Box 307 : COMPANY:_hhinwieE Socieby 18ANDO FAXNO: 4¥R2 - Q436 " ' postdtNowstom 1600 

i 

Dear §ir 

I have been directed by .the Wildlife 8ociety of Southern Africa to submit the following representations to your Technical Committee for inclusion in the Interim Constitution I for the Republic of South Africa presently under ) consideration by your committee. 

The Society is of the view that such constitution should include not only a fundamental human right relating to environmental conservation and protection but also directive Principles to guide the State in its use and management of the environment. The Bociety further considers that the draft clauses appearing in previous drafts of the proposed Interim Constitution, the last of which in our possession is contained in clause 30 of tha Combined Reports of your committee dated 10th August 1993, hava been tao -anthropocentric in that the emphasis has been placed only on -human health and the "health' of the environment itself has not been considered. 

It is now accepted worldwide that human welfare and “ultimately survival is dependent upon a sound and properly - conserved environment. Reference in this regard may be made .-inter alia to the publication "Caring for the Earth", published by the World Conservation Union (IUCN/UNEP/WWF). As background I enclose under separate. cover a locally published transcription of this document where the key Principles and recommendations are presented in a South African context. 

Our Sociaty accordingly propo.i., . for the consideration of your committee, the inclusion of the following fundamental right and diractive principles in the Interim Constitution., 

w:vm—uxwuomwmg 
Dr G Avery, R C A Banett-Harris, A. Hatton, 8 G Raney, Dr E A Zakumis, A A Famer (EXecutve/inoerence) T W Conpervadon Union 
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1. Fundamental Right 

Every person has the right to a satisfactory, ecologically sustainablae, and healthy environment, and has the duty to protect it. 
2. Directive Principles 

2.1 The State shall ensure that renewable natural resources are used by the State, corporations and individuals in a manner | which 

2.1.1 

2.1.2 

2.1.3 

2.1.4 

2.1.5 

benefits both present and future generations; 

promotes the ideal of sustainable ! development; ! 

maintains ecosystems and related i 
ecological processes, in particular ] 
those important for food production,’ 
health and other aspecte of human ! 
welfare and development; , 

maintains biological diversity by | ensuring the natural survival of alll 
species of fauna and flora; ; 

takes into account the aenvironmental| 
impact of such use, preferably by a | 
scientifically based method of 
environmental evaluation; and 

of cultural, historic and natural 

| 

| 

f enhances the conservation of areas ! 

value. 
! 

2.2 The State shall, insofar as waste management and; pollution control are concerned, actively ! 
promote : 

2.2.1 

2.2.2 

2.2.3 

the treatment of waste at source; 

the reduction, re-use and recycling 
of waste; and 

the promotion of clean technologies, | 
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Please place this before your committee for its consideration. I have refrained from including in this 
any such motivation be required please advise me and I will ‘arrange for the preparation of a memorandum, Alternatively, if your committee would Prefer, I will arrange for a delegation from our Society to address the committes on such motivation. 

It is my understanding that the Technical Committee is at Present not inclined to support the need for a set of Directive Principles relevant to fundamental rights statements. The Wildlife Bociety firmly believes that in the complex area of rights relating to the environment, this is not a valid view. We urge you therefore to consider ways and means to include these principles in 80me way so that a fuller effect can be given to the right which, out of hecessity, has to ba very briefly stated. 

The Society further strongly supports the draft clauses 23 and 24 in the Combined Reports dated 10th August 1993 referred to above, relating to access to information and reasone for administrative decisions. The Society further strongly supports draft clauses 7 and 22 relating to Locus Standi  for individuals and associations. Without these clauses the right to a sound and healthy environment enshrined in this submission would be rendered virtually worthless. 

I enclose a brief description of the Wildlife 8ociety so-that you may guage the level of support that this submission Trepresents. 

Yours sincerel 

A A Ferrar 

for T I STEENKAMP 
PRESIDENT. 

Please note that the original of this 
letter is in the post. 5 
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organisation, basad on personal and groue membership. it has occusled a leadership 
mm«mumammwmmwm representing the 
enviranmental concerns of all South Africans, 

" 1t is|a democratic and truly independent oraanisation functioning at the community level: ' 
throughout the country, It emehasises personal invoivement in conservation and | 
eovironmental education in both urban and rural aress. It is a needs-driven, growth- 
orleritated Society. working theoush public advocacy based on relisble information, (n ' 
keesing with its founding membershis of the IUCN (Worid Conservation Union) the WLS 
works towards achieving more sostainable refafionships between people and their 
eqvironment. : 

The WLS emeloys 2 feam of over 30 professional staff in all Provinces., primarily in the ' | 
fields of environmental education and conservation ecologv. it is supported by 25 000 peid 
un iriembers organised into 72 centres countrywide. 

mWIJMcaMMeMMmMMMMInmdmmw ‘ 
in public advacacy and lobbwing at all levels. It uses environmental issues to help the 
demacratisation erocess in planning and decision making. 

The WLS promotes environmentalty sound ethics and ifestyies through public education | 
and through individual and community action. The conservation of wildiife and biodiversity 
s 8 high priority, especially In erotected areas, and the Societv plavs a vital watchdog role 
in all:aspects of environmental degradation and threat. 

The WLS has 3 holistic perspective of the environment and is collaborative and consensus- 
seekdng in its style. it is assertive but restrained in pursuing its oblectives and depends - - 
o logical sclentific argument to develop its polices. Cleariy articulated policies have been i 
mmmmmuummummmd»nwmm 
the public on request. 
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