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PAM AFRICANIST CONGRESS OF AZANIA INPUT REGARDING: 

. THR TECHNICAL CONMITTER DEALING WITH THS INDEPBNDENT MBDIA COMMISSION 

  

  

1. RRLATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE INDEPENDENT MEDTA COMMISSION (I.M.C.) AND THE TRANSITIONAL AUTHORITY (T.A.): 

The proposals of the PAC with regard to & truly independent T.A. (with fully-fledged exescutive and legislative powers in its areas of jurisdiotion - inoluding the media) was dealt with fully in the paper on the PAC input with regard to the Technical Committee dealing with the T.E.C. According to the sald PAC proposals, the T.A. ig truly independent and there is therefore no need for the I.M.C. to be independent of the T.A, in terms of accountability. The I.M.C, must act as an - independent commission but it is accountable to the T.4, to whish it pust report regularly, The I.M.C, 15 not a permanent watchdog over all affairs of the media dbut a temporary comnission with a specifio task relating to elections meaning that its functions are political and since it is not an suthority but a commission it hes to report to the T.A. Unlike the CODESA T.E.C., which has a sub-coune4l ¥ on the media and which sub-council Bay not interfere with the work of the I.M.C., the T,A. has no such sub-council and ! the 1.X¥.C. reports divectly to the T.A. 

2. TERKS OF REFBRENCE: 

The PAC supports the terms of reference and wish to add that in sddition to attending the electronio media and communications, the Technical Comnittee must algo attend to the print nedia as it msy cause probuels as seriosu in nature as the slectronic media, The body supervising the print media, namely the Media Courcil, is a voluntary association to which some newspapers are not affiliated and fron which others may vesign. This leaves a vacuum of an agency to which complainte on biawed reporting by the print : t.tgancbo nade. The Technical Committee should 
gate: 

L 

i 
- Bow the Hedia Couneil can have jurisdiction over all print nedia, or 

| - how a bedy ocan be oreated to which complaints about the reporting of the print media can be made, or - how the I.M.C, can attend to complaints about the reporting of the print sedia, 

3. COMPOSITION OF THE I.N.C.: 
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It shall consist of 7 Dembsrs appointed by the Hulbi-Party negotiating process. The State President shall not have anything to do with these wppointments. 
We support the following oriteria for appointment: 
Organs of oivil society shall be invited, inter alia, by advertisement in the press to nominate names to either the Milti-Party negotiating process or the T.A., whichever ig appropriate at that tine, bearing in wind the urdency of the natter, for purposes of preparing a short list of names frouw Which the board of the I.M.C. can be appointed. 
4. POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIRS: 

We support the following powers, duties and tunctions, subject to additions on’ the print nedia): 

Punctions: 

The regulation of the untilisation of the electronagnetic spestrum, including the allocation of licences and the determination of licence conditions according to an agreed set of standards. 

The appointment of a suitable structure to nonitor the proper exercise of licence econditions, 

Povers: 

The pewers of the Postaaster General must be transferred to the I.M.C, 

Purther: 

To ensure that a wide range of telecommunicatign services, including regional and comeunity broadecasting program services, is available throughout SA. 

To: ensure failr and effective competition in the provision of Wil and related services. 
  

To* ensure fair and oquitable opportunity to opinien formers to express their views freely. 

To ensure optimum sffordable research and development with a view to improving the utilisdation of the avaiiable electromagnetio speotrum and to intreduce technologies to improve signal quality. 

To ensure impartial control of all broadeasting by laving AAuUNn nnrma_and atandacde o . ToTAL P13 
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