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PAN AFRICANIST CONGRESS OF AZANIA INPUY? REGARDING :

THR TECHNICAL CONMITTER DEALING WITH THE INDEPENDENT NBDIA
COMMISSION

1. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE INDEPERDENT MEDIA COMMISSION
(I.M.C.) AND THE TRANSITIONAL AUTHORITY (T.4.):

The proposals of the PAC with regard to & truly independent
T.A. (with fully-fledged executive and legislative powers in
its areas of jurisdiotion - including the media) was dealt
with fully in the paper on the PAC input with regard to ths
Technical Committee dealing with the T.E.C, According to the
sald PAC proposals, the T.A. is truly independent and there
is therefore no need for the I.H.C. to be independent of the
T.A, in terms of accountability, The I.M.C, must act as an
independent commission but it {g accountable to the T.A, to
whieh it sust report regularly, The I.M.C, 15 not a
permanent watchdog over all affairs of the media dut a
temporary comnission with s specific task relating to
elections meaning that its functions are political and since
it is not an suthority but a commission it hes to report to
the T.A. Unlike the CODESA T.B.C., which has a sub-couneil
on the media and which sud-counecil Bay not interfere with
the work of the I.M.C., the T,A. has no such sub-council and
the 1.X.C. reports divectly to the T.A.

2. TERS OF REFBRENCE:

The PAC supports the teras of reference and wish to add that
in sddition to attending the electronio media and
communications, the Technical Conmittee must also attend to
the print nedia as it gay cause praobumels as seriosu in
nature as the slectronic media, The body supervising the
print media, namely the Media Counecil, is a voluntary
association to which some newspapers are not affiliated and
from which others may tesign. This leaves a vacuum of an
agency to which complainte on biaged reporting by the print

+I1nt§antba nade. The Technical Committes should

; gate:

~ how the Media Couneil can have jurisdiction over all print
nedia, or

- how a body can be ereatesd to which complaints about the
reporting of the print nedia can be made, or

- how the I.M.C, can attend to complaints about the
reporting of the print gedia,
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It shall consist of 7 Bembers gppointed by tha Hulbi-Party
negotiating process. The State President shall not have
anything to do with these sppointments,

We support the following oriteria for sppointment:

Organs of civil soclety shall Be invited, inter alia, by
advertisement in the Press to nominate names to either the
Multi-Party negotiating process or the T.A., whichever ig
appropriate at that tine, bearing in wind the urdgency of the
Batter, ?or purposes of preparing a short list of names frow
Which the board of the I.M.C, can be appointed.

4. POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIRS:

We support the following powers, duties and functions,
subjeot to additions on’ the print nedia):

Punctions:

The regulation of the untilisation of the electronagnetic
gpectrum, including the allocation of licences and the

set of standards.

The appointment of a suitable structurpe to monitor the
Proper sxercise of licence eonditions,

Powers:

The powers of the Postaaster General must be transferred to
the I.M.C.

Further:

To ensure that a wide range of telecommunicaticn services,
including regional and comeunity broadcasting program
services, is available throughout B8A.

Ta ensure fair and effective competition in the provision of
@l and related services.

?"iﬁ-uro fair and equitable opportunity to opinien formers
to express their views freely.

To ensure optimum sffordable researah and developaent with a
view to improving the utilisdation of the available
electromagnetio speotrum and to introduce technologies to
improve gignal quality.

To ensure impartial contral ¢f all broadeasting by laving
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