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4 June 1993

The Chairman
Negotiating Council
World Trade Centre

Kempton Park
1620

Dear Sir

I am but one of many South Africans concerned about the future of this land
and greatly saddened by the disagreements and in fighting that constantly
seems to plague the negotiation process.

It seems that these negotiations are not the first to wallow in "heavy
seas". 1 came across an item in a book entitled "Mysteries of the Bible"
published by Readers Digest. James Daniel in his work "The Psalms-Hymnbook
of Humanity" writes :

"In 1787 the Constitutional Convention meeting at Philadelphia was
near failure because the 13 former colonies could not agree on a form
of effective national government. When the deadlock appeared too
great for human power to break, 8l-year-old Benjamin Franklin rose to
his feet. All his life, he said, he had been convinced that the
Psalms were right in saying, “Except the LORD build the house, they
labor in vain that build it.” He moved that the delegates begin the
next day’s meeting with a prayer offered by a Philadelphia clergyman.
The motion carried. So dramatic was the improvement in legislative
temperaments and efficiency that Congress still observes Franklin’s

precedent.”

I send this item to you, Sir, at a very crucial time in our history and
hope that in some small way it might make a positive contribution to all
that is happening.

We are praying constantly both in my Naval duties and as a clergyman.

Yours in His Service
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