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19 August
For the attention of the Planning Committee, Multi-Party Negotiating Forum

Property Clause in the Interim Bill of Rights

The National Land Committee and its affiliates, together with more than seventy landless
communities, would like to communicate our concern about the property clause which
Is being proposed for the Interim Bill of Rights.

We are currently involved in a campaign, the Back To The Land Campaign, to have land
restored to people who were forcibly removed. However, we are concerned that effected
communities have not been given an opportunity to make an input into the process of
the drawing up the interim Bill of Rights. And the property rights clause, we believe, will
have a crucial affect on restoration and redistribution. We feel, therefore that a thorough
process is needed before a final version is agreed on.

We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to present cur views on this issue to the
multi-party negotiators and we are requesting that time is put aside for this to happen.

As part of the campaign, communities are staging a peaceful demonstration at the World
Trade Centre on Monday, 23 August to express their feelings about the issue of the
property clause. Please also find enclosed an open letter to the negotiating forum, which
appeared in The Star newspaper on Thursday 19 1993,

We hope to hear from you soon.

Yours sincerely

Brendan Pearce
On behalf of the Back To The Land Campaign
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Association for Rural Advancamant (AFRA, Natal), Barder Ru/al Commetee (BRC), Eastern Cape Land Commitiee (ECLC), Farmwarkars' Rescurce and
Researeh Project (FRRP), Orange Frae Slate Rural Cemmittes (OFSRUC), S2uthem Cape Land Commitiee (SCLC),
Surpiua Pecpie Project (SPP, Westam Cape), Transvaal Rural Action Commities (TRAL),
Transkei Land Service Crganisation (TRALSO).

The Natlenal Land Cormmiftes comprises:
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19 August 1993
For the attention of the Technical Committee responsible for drafting the property clause,
Muiti-Party Negotiating Forum

Property Clause in the Interim Bill of Rights

The National Land Committee and its affiliates, together with more than seventy land!ess
communities, would like to communicate our concern about the property clause which
is being proposed for the Interim Bill of Rights,

We are currently involved in a campaign, the Back To The Land Campaign, to have land
restored to people who were forcibly removed. However, we are concerned that effected
communities have not been given an opportunity to make an input into the process of
the drawing up the interim Bill of Rights. And the property rights clause, we believe, will
have a crucial affect on restoration and redistribution. We feel, therefore that a thorough
process is needed before a final version is agreed on.

We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to present our views on this issue to the
multi-party negotiators and we are requesting that time is put aside ior this to happen.

As part of the campaign, communities are staging a peaceful demonstration at the World
Trade Centre on Monday, 23 August to express their feelings about the issue of the
property clause. Please aiso find enclosed an open letter to the negotiating forum, which
appeared in The Star newspaper on Thursday 19 1993.

We hope to hear from you soon.

Yours sincerely

Brendan Pearce
On behalf of the Back To The Land Campaign .

The Natlonal Land Commiltas comprigses:
Aszociation for Rural Agvancament (AFRA, Netal), Border Rural Commitas (BRGC), Eastern Cape Land Committed (ECLC], Farmwarkers’ Resource and
Research Froject (FRR®), Orange Free Ststa Rural Committee (CFSRUC), Southem Cape Land Cammittee (SCLC),
Surpius Peopie Project (SPP, Westen Capa), Trangvaal Rurai Actian Committee (TRAC),
Transkei Land Service Organigation (TRALSO).
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We say that: o

/B We strongly object to the inciusion of a property clause in the
' iransitional bild of rights. -

Property rights are 1o important to be rushed through the inaccessibie
ncesses at the World Trade Centre. Instead, they should be dealt with
y all South Africans afier an clection.

It is not clear how long transitional property rights will last but they
will prevert any resturation or redistribution of land from taking place .
during that time. We believe that land restoration noeds to be tackled
mmﬂy,mdmdﬂmdmaiiswnpbbdvﬁﬂ&mﬂwm
Because of the discriminating laws and policies in South Africa, our
country is now awned by white people. The Land and Group Arcas
Acts prohibited us, as blacks, from owning land up ontil 1951, and our
property rights were {lagrantly disregarded through the policy of forced
removals.

The proposed claus: sets owt that black rights 1o land that was stolen
from them are "dependent on feasibility”.
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.We note with deep concem that: :

N If property rights for cxisting owncrs are guaranteed in the constitution,
without sufficient provision for lamd restoration and redistribution, then
a land claims court or a land reform policy will be vulnerable
challengs or review. It will enable whites to.challenge any laws and
policics aimed at restitution an the basis that they conflict with their

ssational righ

& As effected communitics, we have not been thoroughly consulted, and
cspecially not by parties such as the National Party and the Democratic
Party. :

jons like the Progressive Foderal Party (now the Democratic

organisations
Pacty) have a proud history of resisting forced removals., W
"&cLﬁM‘ﬂcMhmﬂyhhﬁoeom
el ecuid prevent the restoration of our land.

A property clause in this context will pratect white power aad privilege.

Open Letter to the Mu ti-party Negotiators

A Call for More Discussion on a

Property Clause in the Bill of Rights

\ We, the rural and tandless communities participating in
o 2T : the Back o the Land Campaign, have borne the brunt of
; e L. : discniminatory

land policies. Together with the service

organisations we work with and other supporters, we bring

the foffowing message to the negotiators at
the World Trade Cenitre. -

We hereby demand that:

W the proposed property clause, be cither scrapped, or be drastically
changed ia order to ensure that those who have been nnjustiy deprived
of their land have o right to vestitution;

B all affected parties, particularly the landless and rural people, be given
the time opporfunity to make sobmixsions on the matter;

M theveafler, the issue be openly and thoroughly debated in the raulti-

_ party negotiating forum; and

| &hdcb&“dhmmﬁlmrﬂhlﬂl&sbvhi:m for all
South Africans (o hear. y

To each delegate at the forum, we say:

Therc cam be no freedom without land, and shere can be no peace untii the
emotional issue of tand is settded. The multi-party forum needs 1o commit
itself %0 restaration and land reform before a new constitution is draom up.

We are comoerned that the property clause, which is due to be finalised 2t

the World Teade Centre, uiimys
removed from their land apd

We fully support the grotection of security of tenure. However, the clause
which the ncgotiators ate proposing legimises rights that were obtaincd
through statutory discrimination of the past. It prejudioss those who have
already lost their security of tenure and works in favour of those who now

The Bill of Rights is an important docament with far reaching implications
for 21 South Africans. We capect it to puarantee the return of our land, or
the gramting of access fo the land. If it does not do that, it will have no
Jegitimacy in the cyes of landless and roral commumitics. We will then
have no option but to return fo our land by force, whatever the
consequUEnces.

Submitted on behalf of the Back to the Land Campaign. A

campaign of gver 70 rural and landleas communities, supported
by the National Land Committes and affillates.

The following commnities axxf Netional Land
Committes affilatos are invoived i the campaign:
.a l"l.m_ ': -

Resowres Projoct,
Surplus Prople Trantkcei Land Service 5
Organisation wnd the Transvan) Rursh Action Committes. "

Supparted by the following individuals ... 1
Rev. Frank Chikane {Snoth Adrican Council of Cherches), Dr |

ers Wenle, [oa Periman Peter Storey
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