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19 August 

For the attention of the Planning Committee, Multi-Party Negotiating Forum 

Property Clause in the Interim Bill of Rights 

The National Land Committee and its affiliates, together with more than seventy landless 
communities, would like to communicate our concern about the property clause which 
is being proposed for the Interim Bill of Rights. 

We are currently involved in a campaign, the Back To The Land Campaign, to have land 
restored to people who were forcibly removed. However, we are concerned that effected 
communities have not been given an opportunity to make an input into the process of 
the drawing up the interim Bill of Rights. And the property rights clause, we believe, will 
have a crucial affect on restoration and redistribution. We feel, therefore that a thorough 
process is needed before a final version is agreed on. 

We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to present our views on this issue to the 
multi-party negotiators and we are requesting that time is put aside for this to happen. 

As part of the campaign, communities are staging a peaceful demonstration at the World 
Trade Centre on Monday, 23 August to express their feelings about the issue of the 
property clause. Please also find enclosed an open letter to the negotiating forum, which 
appeared in The Star newspaper on Thursday 19 1993, 

We hope to hear from you soon. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Brendan Pearce 
On behalf of the Back To The Land Campaign 

  

The Natlenal Land Committes comprises: 
Associstion for Rural Advancamant (AFRA, Natal), Bordar Ruial Commetee (BRC), Eastern Cape Land Commitiee (ECLC), Farmwerkars' Resource and 

Resaarch Project (FRRP), Crange Free State Rural Cemmittes (OFSRUC), Sauthem Cape Land Commitiee (SCLC), 
Surpiua Peopie Project (SPP, Westam Cape), Transvaal Rural Action Committes (TRAC), 

Transkei Land Service Crganisation (TRALSO). 
     



AUG 13 "92 @4:12PM NATIONAL LAND COMMITTEE P 

® 2 National 
Talefax (011) 338-8315 

Telephone (011) 403-3303 [l L a n 
P O Box 30844 Braamfontein 2017 Johannesburg South Africa 

8th Fir, West Wing, Auckiand House, Cnr Biccard & Smit Str, Braamfontein = com m ittee 
  

19 August 1993 
For the attention of the Technical Committee respensible for drafting the property clause, 
Muiti-Party Negotiating Forum 

Property Clause in the Interim Bill of Rights 

The National Land Committee and its affiliates, together with more than seventy landless 
communities, would like to communicate our concern about the property clause which 
is being proposed for the Interim Bill of Rights, 

We are currently involved in a campaign, the Back To The Land Campaign, to have land 
restored to people who were forcibly removed, However, we are concerned that effected 
communities have not been given an opportunity to make an input into the process of 
the drawing up the interim Bill of Rights. And the property rights clause, we believe, will 
have a crucial affect on restoration and redistribution. We feel, therefore that a thorough 
process is needed before a final version is agreed on. 

We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to present our views on this issue to the 
multi-party negotiators and we are requesting that time is put aside for this to happen. 

As part of the campaign, communities are staging a peaceful demonstration at the World 
Trade Centre on Monday, 23 August to express their feelings about the issue of the 
property clause. Please aiso find enclosed an open letter to the negotiating forum, which 
appeared in The Star newspaper on Thursday 19 1993, 

We hope to hear from you soon. 

Yours sincerely 

Brendan Pearce 
On behalf of the Back To The Land Campaign . 
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‘The Natlonal Land Committas compriges: 

Research Project (FRR®), Orange Free Ststs Rural Committee (CFSRUC), Southem Cape Land Cammittee (SCLC), 
Surpius Pecple Project (SPP, Westem Capa). Transvaal Rurai Acton Committee (TRAC). 

Transkei Land Service Organisstion (TRALSO). 
  

  

Association for Rural Advancament (AFRA, Netal), Border Rural Committas (BRC), Eastern Cape Land Committee (ECLC}, Farmwarkers' Resource and 
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Back to the land 

    

We say that: 
M We strongly object to the inclusion of a property clause in the 

lmu'lium_lflohigh. - - 
Property rights ar 100 important to be rushed through the inacoessibie 
rma&fimfl]hdecmhmnd,mwhdul\vifl: 

e L is not [ d 
will prevent any resturation o redistribution of land from taking place . 
during that time. We belicve that land restoration noeds to be tackled 
urgently, and we dermnd that it is completed within the next five years. 
Because of the discriminating laws and policies in South Afyica,our 
country is now avmed by white poople. The Land and Group Arcas 
Acts prohibited u3, as blacks, from owni tand up vmtil 1991, and our 
anfimmlhydydimm through the policy of forced 
o 
The proposed clausz sets owt that biack rights to land that was stolen 
from them are "dependent on feasibility”_ 
A property clause in this comext will protect white power and privilege. 

We note with deep concem that: . 
'8 I property rights firm‘i ling gwncrs are guaranteed in the constitution, 

without sufficient provision for land restaration and redistribution, then 
a land claims court or a land reform policy will be vulnerable ™ 
challenge or review. It will coable whites to challengs any laws and 
policies aimed at restitution an the basis thnt they conflict with theix ki 

As effected communitics, we have not been thoroughly consulted, and 
cspecially 0ot hy parties such as the National Party and the Democratic 
Party. 
‘Extra-pear] 

asati iufi:!rongi\tFMM];.(m'!h:Dmnm 
Pacty) have a proud history of resisting forced removais. o 
"&M"hmmbh:hom 
nd eould preveat the restoration of our land.   

A Call for More Discussion on a 
PropertyClatlseintheBillofRigllts 

We, the rural and tandless communities participating in the Back to the Land Campaign, have borne the brunt of discriminat 
organisations we work with and other supporters, we bring 

ory land policies. Together with the service 

the folfowing message to the negotiators at 
the World Trade Ceritre. - 

We hereby demand that: 
W the proposed property ciamse, be cither scrapped, or be drastically 

changed in order to ensure that those wio have been nojustiy deprived 
of their land have a right to restitution; 

B all affocsed parties, particularly the Landicss and rural people, be given the time and opportumnity to make sobmissions on the matter; 
W thereafler, the issue be openly and thoroughly debated in the rmulti- 

  

. party negotiating forum; and 

W this debate should be broadcast in full on radio snd television, for all 
South Africans to hear. P 

To each delegate at the forum, we say: 
Therc can be no freedam without-land, and shere can be no peace untii the 
emotional issue of and is settled. The multi-party forum needs 1o commit 
itself > restaration and land reform before a new constitution is drawn up. 

e Skt Tonke Comn ""..m""""""z?’* Tins o oosls whe s Bty 'orl e, were 
removed from their land and i 

We fully suppart the protection of security of tenure. However, the clause 
M&ugfinflnpmm@mflmw through statutory discrimination of the past. It prejudices those who have 
already lost their security of tenure and works in favour of those who now 
own land. . 

The Bill of Rights is aa important docament with far reaching implications 
fior 2i1 South Africans. We capect it to puarantee the return of our land, or 
the granting of access fo the Jand. If it does not do that, it will have no 
legitimacy in the cyes of landless and raral communitics. We will then 
have no option but to return to our land by forcs, whatever the 
‘consequences. 
Submitted on behalf of the Back to the Land Campaign. A 
campaign of aver 70 rural and landiess communities, supported 
by the National Land Committee and affiliates. 
  

        

the Teansvaw) Rurab Action Comnities. 

       


