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UPFr's SUBMISSION TO THE TECHENICAL COMMITTRE
ON THE AMENDMENT OR REPEAL OF DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BQDIES FRANCHISE ACT 117 OF 1984

There 1s no shred of doubt that this Act is cast in the same
racial mould as the Constictution act itgelf is. It is
actually crrystallization at loccal level of that which is
envisaged by the constitution. For &s long as this law
remaine on the statute book, it would net bpe possikcle for
other races te participate in the local elections in such
areas except those chat are epecifically mentioned in the
Act. ©On the other hand the Black Local Authorities Act ig
designed to deal exclusively with Biacks within their own
areas. This sound very much like the American Pipe~dream of
"separate pbut equal® philoscphy.

In the kind of a situation Created by this Act, it would not
e posgible to speak of & climate where free political
activity can take place. This Act puts shackles on Pecple on
racial lines, It has to go betore one could create an ideaj
climate for free political activity. The same point gtill
holds good in respect of the Biack Local Authorities Act.

ELECTORAL ACT 43 OF 1979

White, Coloured or Indian in term of iection 852 of the
Constitution Act (Act 110 of 1683). rraee political activity

‘Presupposes that g person should have the right to vote for

an candidate of his cheice. With this Act firmly in place,
the Black people would hot have such a right. How does one
then exercise hig democratic right to elect the government of
his own choice if the very fundamental rignt to vote for guch
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8 right. pgow does one then exercise hig democratyc right ¢
elect the government of his own choice s the very
fundamenta] Tight teo vote for &uch government 44 denied hym
by legillation.

- REPRRENDUMS acy 108 or 1983

There ig prélontly'much talk about a rcferehdum being hei1g
With a viey to tostinq the views of the Pecple of South
Africa before a transition into the hew South Africa, In
terms of thig Act only the views of ﬁmitis, Coloureds and
Indiang M2y be. testey and known, Blacka cannot dawfully
Participate in tpy, kind of 4 referendum becuage tor purposes

obviously tempt the Minister o issue prociqmationa.dasigned
to traat Pecple “hequaliy, This is the POsition 44 regards
the benerit, to which Peopie bclonginq to dirferent race arg
entitleqd Aiffer ang the yardstick 4, the coloyr of their
8kin,

These actg 8hould pe repealesqd,

5. PREVENTION op ILLEGAL SQUATTING acy 52 oF 19s;

It iz a hotorious fact that the Policy of the Government in
the past has baen that Blaock, ware go journers in the urban
areas ang therefora the Policy was that they woulg Temain
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there for as long as they were working. As a result there
Was no clear and permanent arrangement for the provigion of
housing for blacks, !iam:wqi the problems of Squatting are
mostly confined to Black communities,

1f the poliocy has now changed and it jis acoepted that Blacks
are in cities to etay, then thig Act will fal] into desuetude
and thers is no reason for jits continued existence. Besides
the harsh manner in which tne "squatters” were treated cannot
be countenanced by any society claiming to be civilized,

EDUCATIONAL POLICY

A pleathora of laws are in place to Tagulate education issues
of the numerous departments of education, fThe problem with
these laws ig that they were Purposely made to disadvantage
other races educationally,

It has now become urgent and imperative that these
dicriminatory iaws be removed so that all the people in this
Country should have the right to the same eductional
Opportunities, There should be onliy one system of education.

@ducation will be maintained.

BLACK ADMINISTRATION ACT 38 OF 1927

This ACT was an ideal instrument in the hande of the
Government to c¢ontrol the Black Pecple in thig country and
their traditional institutions Such as bogosi, S8Ince the new
pPolicy is that al} poeple should pe equal in thas eyes of the
iaw, then there is RO reason why there should esti]}] be acts
controlling only lives of certain races. such laws have no
Place in the new South Africa because they wnuld‘qo against
the of equality.
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development 4a buils,
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CONSTITUTION ACT 110 op 1983

This ig the basis of
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Self-astwen and self-respect, One need only think of the
notorious migratory labour System that wags debignld to tear
familieg asunder. The clear nanifestations Cf the
P8ychological effect that this system has had op Our people
is stil1) with us,
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ADDENDUM:

The UPF is of the opinion that in view of the Possibility that
other administrations m'ight. be reluctant o dis'clou all
disc:iminatary legisiation Operative within their jurisdictiona.
it would be wige if the technical committee were to invite
members of the Public to make representations on the legislation
“hat in their fespective opinions, inhabit free political
activity within their respective areas.

This \ill, in the UPF's view, act to counter the Possibility
referred to abovae,



